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PREFACE. 



X M E appearance of a new work suppose 
either the novelty of the subject, or the im- 
perfection of former attempts. In either case, 
the Pubhc possesses the indisputable right of 
ascertaining an author's claims. All tfhat caii 
be sued for with propriety is an impartial 
award,"and that the Author of these Volumes 
feels secure of obtaining. Individuals may 
be influenced by friendship, misled by pre* 
judlce, or biassed by party ; but when art 
opinion is sanctioned by general suffrage it 
is Usually founded in reason. 

The leading features of Helvetic story have 
been long lamiliar to the reader, but there 
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was still wanting, in our language at least, a 
clear connected narrative, unencumbered by 
the awkwardness of episode, or the prolixity 
of useless detail. 

This consideration originally tempted me 
to, undertake the work, which I now submit. 
to the PuhUc with many alterations and 
additioJBd. Neither time nor labour have 
bpen spared' to reoder it a» perfect as it is in 
my pjQwer to make it. 

Mr. Miiller, in Germany, Mr. Maljet * in 
Switzecland, and Mr. Plan ta in this country, 
haye preceded me, in the same career. Tlie 
first, laborious and exact, has left little for 
industry to collect, or dulness to compile. 
Unfortunately, however, he has brought down 
his history no lower than the Zuric war. 

* 'Mr. Mnlb^'s Histof}' did not e^^ar ttl! 1803, so 
tiuU I had nottbe advajitnge of consulting it wheci].ili« 
two first volumes were cooiposed. 

The 
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The Becoad, to his predecessor's accuracy 
has added neatness, but he is not equally to 
be commended for his impartiality. Of tlie 
merits or defects of Mr. Planta's book a 
rival is no competent judge. 

With respect to tbe aocient chroniclers, so 
much has been said by the celebrated Haller 
that nothing remains ;to be added. But there 
are two publications to which I am 'so essen- 
tially indebted that I feel bound to acknow- 
ledge the obligation. The one an anonymous 
history printed at Zuric in 1 794, under the 
title of Geschichte der Eydgcnosserit which is so 
"universally, however, attributed to Tscharncr, 
that I have not scrupled to quote it under his 
name. The other ■Z.'Hwfoerc Militaire de la 
Suisse^ by May, , a work not less remarkable 
for judgment than for accuracy, which only 
came into my hands, after my two first volumes 
were out of the press, but proved of essential 
•erviee to my subsequtmt sheets, by teaching 
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"me to correi^ many errbfs, info which I had 
been inadvertently betrayed. But to none 
do I -think myself so much iadebted as to 
the judicious criticism's of the Rev. Francis 
Wrangham, a gentleman so well known in 
the literary world, that all encomiums of 
minfe inusrt be unriecesttary. .His friendly as- 
sistance has enabled m* to pijes^at this work 
!to the public in a less irtiperfeet State th$n 
■it woukl otherwisQ have appeared under. 

The causes and effects of the late dreadfid 
catastrophe, which has annihilated the inde- 
pendence of Helvetia, are too much obscured 
by the interest and inveteracy of contending 
factions to be viewed wltli indifference^ or 
<liscussed with moderation. The best feelings 
of our nature are too deeply engaged to per- 
mit the dispassionate exercise of reason. Time 
alone can attest the durability of a fabric 
founded upon tyranny, and cemented by 
blood. The poUticiaa may conjecture, th^_ 
philosopher 

' ■ ' D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 
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philosopher may argue, but the historian must 
wait in silent expectation, content to offer up 
his prayers to Heaven that the cause of justice 
may prevail. Eager to escape fron^ the cala- 
mitous prospect which surrounds me, by con- 
templating the proudest fabric of modern 
refinement, I joyfully pause at the' peace of 
Westphalia, and lay down my pen, with 
ardent wishes for the. triumph of liberty, the 
restoration of order, and the propagation of 
civil and religious truth, 

Welbeck Street, 
■Jul]/ I, 1809. 
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CHAPTER I. 



fiac qf Helvetia b^ore the Time of Casar-^ 
That Country subdued by the' Romans^^Sur- 

gttn<^iis~-Alamanm.- 

P^ABULOUS and inconsistei^t as^the sc- chap- 

counts in gefter&l ^pear, which cloud ■ '• 
vith nncertfunty the origm of almost eyetf 
people-; it is stijl an object ^ curious inves- 
^ation to ibUow ^p their story, ^ &r ai 
possible, to it'a source, and ;tO;.trjice. in the 
gloomy pag^a of Antiquity the early dawnings 
oftbc»^ distinctive qualities, yhich Qonstitntd 
i^t;i8 usually , tenned their national cfaer- 
raeter. • In thisioint of ■yiewy the annals of 
H^vfttta . i^e^it .peculiar attention. The 
. Kpi. i. B stubborn 
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CHAP. Stubborn resistance with which it's early in- 
T. habitants defied all the eflforts of the Roman 
^^■"^"^arms, presents- -to as the same enthusiastic 
ardor in the cause of liberty, the same de- 
testation of arbitrary power, and the same 
patriotic attachment to their country, which 
at a lat«t period burst forth in ButeessfuL re- 
sistance to the despotism of Austria ; and ■ 
gave rise to that happy system of government, 
the wanton destruction of which forms one of 
the blackest feattires in the monstrous cata- 
logue of modern- crimes. 
: Our., gepgrapfaical information, respecting 
the boundaries of ancierit Helvetia^ is derived 
from Caesar, with greater accuracy than from 
any ofchelr' writer; though his testimony lis 

^_„\ conlimied' by the concurring ♦oice of anti- 
quity!. ^ To the south, it was separated from 
Italy 1^ the immense chain of the AlpS, 
whoKft i^ged summits 'l6ng opposed an io- 
»upeiiibie barrier to tfee ambition of Rome; 
and 'drew >i8 it were a Yitti nf i1i iHwrciili'Ti 
between thepolifjhed and tttS^-ljarbdrian worid. 
The lii'rfeani&n forests stretched iJieir iiripe^" 
rtetrable deserts to the north. ■ WestwartJ ran 
the Rbohe: i while ' the eastern frontier wW 
■;^ -boonded 
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bounded partly by the Rhine^ and partly''by chap. 
a ridge of lofty mountains diverging from, i' 
tbeir native Alps- Before the time of Ciesar,^ ™ 
tiie Helvetians maintained little intercourse 
with their enlightenedneighbours to thesouth. 
Their history therefore is scarcely known to 
us, though the earliest records represent them 
as living in the closest union with the Gauls, 
with whom they are not unfrequently con- 
founded. What share they had in the cele- 
brated ^pedition undertaken by that peo- 
ple, under the command of Brennus, is at 
best uncertain. Nor is the research worth 
much inquiry ; because, independently of it's 
unfortunate termination, the result produced 
no material change in the political situation - 
of Helvetia. For it does not appear that they 
were sufficiently weakened, by theloases which 
they then sustained, to leave the haughty re- 
publicans any reasonable, hope of reyengtog 
the insult by a successhil invasion of Swit- 
zerland. Ai\d we are too well acquainted 
with the principles of Roman policy, to sus- 
pect that even at that early period senti- 
ments of humanity, or moderation, ever 
B s influenced 
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CftA?. iftflaenced the decisions ^f the'Common- 

' fielvetm/in the time of Caesar, was divided 
into several districts^; each ofTrfiich, as was 
customary among most of the northern na- 
liofis, formed a sepatate republic. The union 
bt the whole into a general confederacy con- 
stituted a government not very different from 
that which has prevailed in the same country 
ftoTA the d^s of William Telitill it's lata 
unbappy chEUige. The municipal administrat- 
tioii of each province was vested in it^s re- 
spective magistrateis ; but public afi^rs were 
debated in a general assembly; at which, as 
. in a PMish diet, the representatives appeared 
Sa arms. 

; * M^. M^t in \tif .loUi^rjr lu^ry of SffitzeEl^d> 
uttributea to the Helvetii s constdenble share in the 
famous expedition of the Ciinbri, nndertaken during 
the «oii5-jlate «f MtttUi. Sefotiag-the Romaa^iateriaip- 
ivtUi-grl^itfing^apiQ^j he aswrta that his oountryment 
^thi^gh repulsed, were not destroyed, but retired with 
io much order, th&t the consul dared not venture to 
IAo]est'^cii)-in'4i£H'reGpeat. ' la this reipect, he-sayi, 
tbrtib^a^te^ yietoijr'^f 'J^ariua borea strong leseipt^anc* 
^Qthatof Francis t. at Marigoan. May, v. i, sect. 12. 
: t C«»r. B. G. lib. i. 

AU 
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All political -consequence^ amoQg ihe ^a-CHAV. 
aent Helvetii, was confined exclusively to '• - 
two classes* — the nobiljtyf and the druids. 
The existence of the common people .was 
scarcely better than that of the peasantry in 
modern Russia. Under the triple -character 
of magistrates, philosophers J, and priests^ 

- * C*3ar, Kb. Ti. cap.Mii. 

■ + This dignity seems to- have been entirely of a miK- 
tary nature, and to have been conferrecl i^ike the honour 
of knigh&ood in Uter titaies) upon diose alone viho 
Jtsdngui^ed thonselves bythdr cout^ge^in the"fieM. 
After an -imparti^ investigation, of his conduct, iu'a 
general assembly of the tribe to which he belonged, 
the sQccessfUl warrior received this envied di^jtinction 
by public suffrage. Nor was the dtle hneditaiy ; anlen 
ibe son deserved It by following his father's footsteps. 
But in case of a degenerate heir, the dignity ceased, or 
might be forfeited by a breath of Aose virtttfes, tt) 
ftt^ch barbarans nauoffi ' attach Aie lu^ost ideas of 
perfection; viz. perBonal. prowess, the .rights of hospi- 
tality, and conjugal fidelity. As the prerogatives of 
nobility were granted by public suffrage, so.dfd the 
degradation 'talpepfatcewhb «qu8il sdleauiity. And meh 
was the inf^ny which attended it, that it would have 
been considered as disgraceful to the meanest citizen to 
have allied himself with the ftmily of the offimder. 
Vide •'Hlsibiie ttililaire Ae la $uisie» par May, v. i. 
■ect.3. 

j; Pnblic seminanes existed in many parts of Gaul, 
where novices were initiated in the mysteries of reU^ 
^a. . lia^r Tji. Kct. g. 

B3 the 
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' the dniids possessed unlitflited authority. 

jTheir power was derived from the creduUty 
of the vulgar ; a fertile source, when cultivated 
by the hand of artifice and hypocrisy. In 
this celebrated cast, we may trace the same 
springs of conduct, which, at a later period, 
msed the papal crown to so dangerous a 
preeminence, and formed the master-key of 
Roman policy. Mysteries and interdicts were 
equally familiar to both. By the first, they 
imposed on the easy l^th of the superstitious. 
By the second, they silenced the inquiries of ' 
the more enlightened. Whoever refused to 
recognise their supremacy, wa^ excluded from 
the communion of the faithful, and deprived 
of all .the rights of citizenship. Their re- 
sentments were implacable. Their vengeance 
was atrocious. 

On the other han^, the whole military 
power was vested in the nobility ; who, 
according to the rude manners of the age, 
considered every other occupation as de- 
grading to exalted rank. The Helvetii are 
uniformly painted as a brave and generous 
people, delighting in war ; despising com-r 
merce, with which they were unacquainted ; 

»nd 
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and re^rding agriculture as -an empioyment cif ap> 
iit only for slaves. A<tcustoiAed from their' '- 
cradles to a life of hardships, and privations, 
no fatigues appeared great, no enterprises 
haz^dous, wh»i glory was the reward of 
success. Even the women contemplated the 
most perilous undertakings^ with unshaken 
constancy ; and have been frequently Icnown 
to rush on death with all the calm intrepidity 
of stoicism, rather than survive the ignominy 
of a defeat. A spirit like this could never 
long continue in repose. When disengaged 
iirom for^gn wars, it burst forth in domestic . 
ti^ults and civil dissensions. 

The -ambitious projects of Orgetorix^, as 
described by the masterly pen of CBesar, ex- , 
hibit a striking picture of the turbulence of 
every barbarous age ; and show the inefficacy 
of undisciplined courage, when opposed to 
military skill. Orgetorix was distinguished 
among his countrymen by the number of his 

• Mr. Mallet supposes Orgetorix to I^ave been lord 
of the Argact, In the latigiiage of the ancient Gauls, 
the word rix corresponds with that of toxxragn ; the 
pronunciation of or he imagines to have been nearly 
similar to that of mir, among the mod^A Geiinans. 

T. i- p. 19.' 

B 4 dependents. 
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CHAP- d<q»eedeta|tSi^be.e3Uecit ofh^'pouemo^Si Wfl 
.dienobUity of hi» l»Tth*« /nuvigK va^ 
ptutably the first citkm- iii a &ee state, bia 
haughty aouj: aspired to » mooe penawieol; 
dominioi), than any which personal merit pr 
popular favour couid confer. . But to jsnalave 
fais countrymen a military force was requisite. 
He. accordingly exerted all^ his iqfluence to 
engage them in a war, convinced that ttns 
eonunand of the Helvetic army must of course 
devolve upon himself. Neither was it a dif- 
ficult task to persuade an enterprising geo-r 
pie, that the narrow liAnits of Helvetia irers 
too confined for the display of their coura^» 
iM to seduce their imagination by the alluring 
picture of eveiy delight and comfort whtob 
IS to be found under the genial influence oBn 
milder sun. The project of conquest wai 
too congenial to the feelings of his audience, 
pot to be received with transport and exa-t 
braced vrith ardor. It was unanimously re- 
vived by the applauding crowd, to abandon 
the sterility of their native crocks, and (9 

* |Ie was the son qf a eekbtated nanior of tl^e sanw 

iiame, whp coimnaa^ed the H«lye(u, vinea. they ia^ 

v»ded Qatil. in tl)e Ume of Marius. May, v, i. sect. ist. 

procure 
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{iroeure fcr theiowlve* by force of ivcta? ^» chap., 
eitablistuoent io the fertile plium of Gaal.' '• ' 
Orgetorix was ,hfule4 ibe! Ic^er, and became, 
die idol, of his couptry. By his advioe^ the 
two aucoeeding years were eii^)loyed io pr&- 
paratjons for. this important undertaking ; the 
third b^g fixed on for.it's execution. Elated, 
with, bis .temporary success, the general con- 
sidered himself as now arrived at the summit 
of his. wishes; and giving unbounded scope to 
the impetuofflty of his. temper, disdained aay. 
longer to employ those ne<»sMiry precautions, 
with which he had hitherto concealed the real , 
objects of his ^pursuit. By his artful sug- 
gestions* he prevailed .on.Dumnorix. and Cas- 
ticus, both leaders of high reputation among 
the Sequani and .£duans, and who were 
oearly allied tor him by marriage, to enter 
into- all his projects ; a compact was formed 
between them, by which it was stipulated 
that they should not only divide the con- 
quered territory, but should seize upon the 
government of their respective provinces, 
aud assist each other- in their usurpations, 
4. plan, conducted with such manifest 
; imprudence, - 
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CHAP.,iittpnid6nce, could not long remain secfBt,>; 
I* Orgetorix was watched ; liis schemes were 
detected, and a public trial ensued. Flatter- 
ing himself still to awe the assembly by am 
ostentatious display of military power, he 
appeared before the tribunal at the bead of 
a numerous retinue*. But his popularity- 
was lost, and his designs were too notoiious 
to admit of palliation. The process was 
short ; and sentence of death was pronounced 
tipon him. by the unanimous suffrage of his 
judges. But before the day of his execution 
be was found dead in his prison, every cir- 
cumstance combining to excite the- strongest 
suspicion that he had fallen by his own 
hands -f-. 

The 

• According ^ some historians, he was escorted by 
ft body of twelve thousand friends and clients. May, 
T. t. sect. 15. 
^ t M. May, who has investigated the military history 

of his country with the minutest attention, gives a very 
different account of tlie death of Orgetorix. The 
power of that great man (be pretehds) was such, that 
bis judges dared not pass sentence upon him, but 
referred the decision of his fate to tlie gods, who 
were to be consulted for that purpose by the druids. 
Convinced that he had nothing now to expectj Orgetorix 
invited 
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The death of their leader was, however, chap. 
hy no means sufficient to alby the ferment. \- 
which his rashness had created. On tlie 
contrary, the apprehension of being exposed 
to the resentment of an implacabie foe, in 
case of delay (for the projected invasion was 
no longer secret), was Considered as an ade* 
quate reason to accelerate their migration. 
Persuaded too that the army would advance 
with more determined courage, if deprived , 
of every hope of a prosperous ' return, they 
adopted the frantic expedient, of setting 6re 
to their towns and villages. Every imple- 
ment of husbandry was destroyed, together 
with all the com which they were tinable to 
carry with them as a supply during their 
march. Several of the barbarous tribes, who 
inhabited the surrounding mountains, were 
prevailed upon to embrace the same scheme 
of desperation, and to embark in the com- 
mon cause. So that Helvetia now exhibited 
the fngbtftil picture of universal desolation. 

Not 

jnvited hU friends- to a splendid banquet, and having 
recoDimended the interests of his family to tbar carcj 
threw himself upon his tword^ and expired before theif 
eyes. . SeCl/jj. 
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CHAP. Nat a single hut* was-ieft ^axHUpg. Not a 
^> £eld hare the vestige of culbvation. 

' B. C. Caesar no sooner received intelligence of 
^ their designs, than he hastened . with his 
wonted activity to Geneva* where he im- 
piediately asGembled all thq troops that 
could be drawn from the neighbouring gar- 
nsons, but which anwunted to little more 
than a single legion. Unable with: so small & 
force to oppose the numerous hosts, which 
were nuhiag ibcw^rd with all the ardor of 
anticipated victory, he prudently resolved to 
temporise. So that, when the embassadors of 
the Helvetii waited upon him to . demand a 
pass^e through the Roman provinces, he 
received them with ambiguous courtesy, re- 
questing some days to consult the senate upon 
a subject of so much importance. Every 
moment was of consequence to Csesar, as it 
enabled him to receive reinforcements from 
Italy ; while the smallest delay could not but 

* According to CiBsar, Ae vrhole coadtiy was divided 
iDto four mi)itai7 provinces ; and contiUDed four prin- 
cipal cities, and four hundred villages. The houses 
' wene built of vood, «dd covored with soaw; Mtbiog 
thtif e£ue cqx^i be mote e^sy thwi to deatrojy tfwin by fire. 
WWeti. p. ,87. 

prove 
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pTore faXaX to an army unacquainted witJiCHAP'. 
militarjr tactics, and ignorant^' all those , f- ^ 
neccsBftry precautions, which are the result of 
avilised acquirements. Having- fortified the 
principal passes, and broken dow^n all the 
bridges over the Rhone, the Roman general 
had no longer occasion to dissemble* Con* 
fident in the valor of his veteran bands, and 
in the inexhaustible resources of his unbounded 
genius^ his behaviour to th^ Helvetic de^egate^ 
when they returned on the appointed day to 
learn bis final decision, was dignified and 
resolute; his reftisal firm, and unqualified. 

The lewlers of the Helvetii were struck with ' 
this sudden change in his language and be- 
haviour ; but they had gone too fei to recede. 
SenfflHe of the error which they hadalready 
committed,- they resolved to fo'roe a passage 
without forther delay, but every ford was 
guarded; and all their' efibrts were fruitless. 
In this- situation, ncnbing remained but to 
attefnpt a different route. Yet whichevef-way 
they directed their march, they ^fbund the 
infaftlMtants ■ prepared to oj^ose thein. Thfe 
terror of 'the Roman name, and their own 
disorderly 
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CHAP, disorderly conduct, had operated so powei*- 
/' fully in their disfavouTi that they met with 
resistance even among those tribes which they 
believed most friendly to their cause. Their 
resources were now exhausted, so that ne- 
cessity forced them to the most rigorous ex- 
actions. Strangers to every institution, which 
polished society has adopted for the protection 
of neutral powers, whoever hesitated to de- 
clare in their &vour.was treated as an enemy. 
A system so impolitic was no less favourable 
to the Romans, than prejudicial to themselves. 
Thousands flocked daily to the standard of 
Cfiesar, to court bis friendship, or to implore 
his protection. . 

Being at length reinforced by five legions 
from Italy, and joined by swarms of auxiliary 
, barbarians, the, Roman chieft^n no longer 
confined himself to defensive measures, but 
' hovering over the enemy, during a long and 
difficult march, was continually harassing 
them by repeated attacks; till having drawn 
them into a position, where superiority of 
Jiumbers could avail but little, be fell upon 
them with that determined courage which 
nothing 
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nothing conld ^resist. A desperate conflict chaf. 
ensued*, m which undisciplined valor was i* 
finally constrained to yield to the superiority 
of Roman genius. The carnage was dreadful, 
hut victory was no sooner decided in Csesar's 
favour, than he treated the vanquished M'ith 
that nohle cleinency, which forms so amiable 
a feature in his character. The only condidcHi 
imposed upon them was, that they should 
inuuediately return to their native vallies, and 
rebuild the towns which they had so rashly 
destrc^ed. The loss of the Helvetii, in thit 
&tal expedition, is estimated by the conqueror 
at two hundred and fifty-seven thousand. 
Their ori^nal numbers consisted of three 
hundred tlnd sixty-seven thousand: of which 
sidy, one hundred and ten thousand returned-f^. 
This'Was indeed, a &tal blow to the power 
AfrHalvetia. ^ Their own imprudence had 

* This celebrated battle was fought in the vicinity of 
Aiuin. ' May, i. sect. 15. 

f Wfi do Hot- prctead to voach for the accuracy of 
Cii^sar'a statemeot, which was probably much exug- 
f^erated : But we should consider it as a waste of time; 
were we to investigate the subject with that critical 
pretnueti, which is so much in fashion among tnodem 
writers, and which serves no better purpose, than to 
prove that their vanity is superior to their discernment. 
deprived 
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CHAP, deprived them of every r680urcel In obedience 
I- howevet to the victor's command'^ they re- 
paiired their losses with diligence a&d activity; 
aiid Zuric, Soleure, Lausanne, Veveij Meui^n^ 
Iverdon, Avench^> and Zug arose frcHoi the 
Tuins of their former cities. 

The tranquil possession of Helvetia appeared 
necessary to Ctesar, to ensure the success of 
faia Gallic expedition; an enterprise, whidi he 
had long mediated in secret, asthe found^tioii 
of his future greatness. TheHelvetii w^re, 
in consequence, admitted to the honour of aa 
fiUiance with the mistre^ of the woiid; and 
so prevalent was thenceforth the influence of 
the Romans in all their domestic trensactioais, 
that Helvetia can scarcely be r^&rded in any 
crt:her light, than that of a dependmt province; 
which it was afterwards declared by Augustus. 
It can scarcely be necessary ■ to observe^ 
that in the division made by that speeious 
tyrant, Gaul was among the proviiices nhath 
were particularly reserved for the itnperial 
jurisdiction, and governed by the delegated 
authority of a proorasul. Augustus) at 6ni, 
permitted the subjugated Swisb to afselKible'at 
stated periods, and to prefer their coiiipl^ts 
. _ against 
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Qgainst the colkciors ' of the public 'revenue; chaf, 
in cases of unjust m: oppfftssivc exactions*, _ }' 
These privileges were, however, too repugnant 
to.the interested views of individuals to, be of 
long duratioa; and after having been gradually 
circumscribed by- sijiccessive einpprors, they 
were finally abolished by Koclesian. 
. It was a part of Roman policy to secure the 
obedience of the conquered provinces by. 
establishing colonies, whose attachment was 
captivated by a variety of immunitiea and 
exemptions,, distinguishing; them frocm the 
original inhaUlBtits. For those crafty politic 
dans were tito well acquainted with the human 
heart, to trust the vaJidity of any political 
transactions, in which interest had not^ con- 
siderable share.' G^^9,t established an eques- 
tmn colony f^Nion, onthie lake. -of Geneva, 
Some time £^fter his death, the capital of the 
Baurad being rebpilt, received in. bopour of - 
Augustus the name of Augusta Rauraconimf. 
The prudent system of government adopted 
raider his administration, by which that artful 
emperor flattered himself to efl&ce the crimes* 
and eruelties of the triumvir, aiforded no un^ - 

• Proc. xii. de Off. Pr«. 
Vol, L C 
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eWAt. ferduftble prosj)ect to the Aubjugated worid. 
The atrocities, which cdntacniAiate the me* 
Hiory of Iris immediate soeGessors, *ere in a 
greftt meastire confined to Rome. The im- 
penal purple, except iiitbeuivgle instance of 
Claudius, waa dispensed with undisputed' 
power, as the capricious foncy of the feigniiig' 
despol decided ; till the frantic fury of Nero 
at lengtfe wearied out the patience of hi* 
corrupted slaves, and d^jwived of the imperial 
diA^ift Uie odious race by which it had been 
iolongdisgraced. From tlie death of Augustus* 
to the deration of Giilba, Italy had been the ' 
bloody th^tre, lipoh M'liich de^otism sportedf* 
with ^e foi^>eara^ce of maAkind. But the 
remdtei- provinces lexperiehced a leas wretched 
fete; (rtid bad ih edmfe degrte recovered their 
former loss^, It^vetta ptrofited h^ this in-' 
tfetv&lof rep««(i*. The petiod of her t;ran- 
quilli^ was, ho4W!Tel^ short. A hasty and im- 
proTidenl d^eWa^dn in hrcist of Galba drelf 

* Tbe yrotkvaea, who were Bent 1:;/ Csaar t« a^ut. 
tbe Helvetii in rebuilding their towns, irere induced to 
estaUish tbetosdv^ ia tbxt caotttty, nd coKti-itlutt^' 
esMOtiiU^ to dM dviHwcioQ df dM-inliiMtantt by tif*- 
introduction of many .useful and ornamental arts. — ^M^' 
T. i, $ect. ij. 

J ... doi^Q 
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dowo tlje resentment of Csecina, .the lieutenant c h aP. 
qf Vitelliu**; wti» tag^rly ^ized the Qpppr- r. 
timity of treating » reljeliign^ province with^'"^''''*'*^. 
tjiat savage inlmtnaflity,, so congenial tQ the , 
i^ajE^ty of his own nature, and to thp feroT 
cious temper pf his master. Under the. mild 
government of Vespasian, Helvetia received 
ihe jnost flattering niarkis of favour; as that 
virtuous emperor ever manifeated an honpur-r 
able pre4Jlection fpr the country, where by 
jswecessful compterce thePVvianfemjIyl' first 
emerged from obscurity, ■ ■ . 

puring ^ period of eighty*four years, from 
(he aceessiop of N-erva to the death of JVIarcus 
Aurehu6, mankind enjoyed a degree of felicity, 
Doder ^ et[uitable administration of five 
Bubsiequent princes, which must have naturally, 
ied tljem tp entertain tJie strongest prepos- 
sesaipn in favour of an adopt;ive succession, 
Wheaa tbp .iatter top imprudentiy suffered the 
feeU^gs )pf the father tp overcome the duties 
of jtbe sover^gn^ and thp empire .once taom^ 

* T^, Hiet. I. 

+ Speaking of fiabinna, the fiiriiiet of ViespasuMi, 
fifletooias say^, Ftausapud ffglxigtKr exfsrfutt, ^^empt^ 

' C i . revert^ 
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CHAP, reverted to an hereditary course, the ev«nt 
T- was by no means calculated to obliterate the 
former impression. From the weak indul- 
gence shown by Commodus to the Praetoriaii 
cohorts arose that licentious spirit, which ren* 
ijered them in the sequel the sole dispensers 
of sovereign power. From that time, virtufr 
was scarcely ever tolerated on the ' throne of 
the Caesars ; and even when amidst the vio* 
lence of civil commotions it obtained a partial 
triumph from the successful struggles of the 
legionary troops, or the inconsequent fury of 
a capricious mob, the Praetorian guards no 
sooner regained the ascendency, than it be- 
came the signal of instant deatli. 

A spectacle like this was calculated to ob- 
literate every vestige of respect and affection, 
which still connected the colonies with th* 
parent state: while internal distress obliged' 
the republic to xecal her troops, and leave the 
distant provinces to contend unaided against 
the tremendous storm, whicli was already ga^ ■ 
■ thering in the north. 
, Under the Roman government, the rude 
manners of Helvetia lost much of tlieir native - 
ferocity. The arts and elegances of polished • 



hyGoo^le , 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 41 

liie accompanied the progress of the victo-ciiAP. 
nous legions. Their divinities found their ^- 
way into the temples of the vanquished, and ■ -i 
divided the homage of the supplicant with^ 
the indigenous deities of the iand. While, 
imitation and observation thus gradually re- 
fined the coarseness of the Helvetic character, 
and almost identified their habits with those 
of luxurious Rome, the vigour and energy of 
their minds decUned in a proportionable de- 
gree. Their pursuits had, also, been directed 
into a different channel. The love of richer 
succeeded to the love of fame. But as the 
commercial spirit «xtended, the military spirit 
decayed. 

In such a state of things, it could hardly 
be expected that this degenerate people should 
oppose a formidable resistance to those swarms 
of barbarians, before whom the imperial eagle 
bowed it's head. With the destructive 
violence of a torrent, the frozen regions of 
the north poured fcrth their hordes in every 
direction, where, a less rigid climate, of 
the improvements of civilisation, presented a 
fairer prospect of comfort than their native 
mows could afford. Besides, such was the 
c 3 behaviour 
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CJiAP.beliaviour of Rome toward her depertdeild 

i^ provinces, that they could hardlj be expected 

to risk much in her defence. Little had they 

to ajjprcheftd from a change of masters* 

Were it possible indeed that the doctrines of* 

experientie should ever prove advafitageous 

in the regulation of political affairs, the history 

of Rome would exhibit an aweful lesson to 

posterity, and teach them, that though the 

splendour of military achievements may ex-* 

' tend the fame and Joininion of the conquerors, 

still no power is pei*manent, except that 

which springs from the affections of the heart- ■ 

Among the swahns of barbarians* who ra- 
vaged the Roman empire after the death of 
Constantine, the dull chroniclers df the mid- 
dle ages speak, with terror and admiration, 
of the gigantic stature arid savage ferocity of* 
a people, wlioirl they chahdcterise by the ap-* 
pellation of Burgundiaris. "Under the coiii- 
mand of Gundicar, tliey laid waste the "fron- 
tiers of Gaul and "Helvetia with indiscriminate 
fufy. Unable to oppose them in tte 'field, 
ihe'weak emperors had recourse to tha:t in- 
glorious policy, wbich disgraced tbe decaying 
empire J and pUrdiased a temporary cessa- 

tioA 



hyGoogIc 



BEf^TSTXC KE^VBIXCS. tj 

^m (rata boadlitiest either by conaentisg to chap, 
the payment of a tribute, or by diTidini; their i* 
territory with the iavadept : satisfied in the ' 
latter case with a nominal dominion, oyer f 
peo|Ue, who were at all times able to dictate 
Jaws to their pretended masters. Y^t therf 
wa£ something 8o imposing* even in the lading 
shadow of declining greatness, that tiie proud 
«oul]9 of Atjila and Tl)ieodoric were fl^tteim} 
with title prostituted dignity ofPftfrfoan, an4 
fittacbed it with, i^con^derate vanity tp theif- 
otber honoars. 

. Yet when, by thp supfiess^l fffor^s fit some 
«Ktra{>nEUna^ man, the &U of. Rpife wap 
suspended, no otiij^ source of peniia^nt: 
ImoqwUtty priesentftd itself to fh^t feebly; fgor 
veinm^t, ^Xicepf m 4« alliance wM^ tb«; rwr a- d. 
qui^ved. Thqs^tius, aifl^r j^viE|£ terpair ^^* 
oaW » brilliaitf e^pedatipn ^gaj^t the 3urr 
gupditns*, ^IkxHTfd tbera to ^t^e m the wes^ 
5>f Swit^r]«nd ; in the c^HHitry between the 
iu^ t^e Keuas, Euid t^e ^one-t*. % ^ simi- 
lar treaty, |he Alsfioanni ^t^blif h«d tbeiiifi^ve« 
ie 'Ush^^, d^rjy^g the n^ign of Gratia^. 

•fiqUIiwMi,^:Be,bij' HtJvetiois. f duller. 

C4 But 
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CHA'p. 'ButiioscHJhSf hid theSfe -ferocious -Wl&^'dbi^ 

/*• .tained' a footing' in the' Roman prdvinces, 

thaji their humbers were continuaHy swelled 

by fresh inundations from the iriexhaustible 

tiorthi' So that whatever ■ stipulation* migiit 

. have been contained in the original ■ treaty^ 

they soon found themselves' in a situation td 

interpHst them agreeably to their own caprice! 

knd ■ accordingly, in a fe*w years after their 

arrivaU tliey' became uridisputed masters 6f 

Ae wholc'territory which ia situated between 

the Reuss and the Rhine. ■ . . ■ » 

■ Meteiwtele» 'the -^rgtindian empire- 'ex- 
1;»fded 'irtiVh ah aJarfflirig rapidity: ■ Nofc-loiig 
%fter the'4:st^blishmeAtbf'the Burgtin(lia)4f iit 
the weitent part of HeKitia, Savoy ,PaBphiny, 

.a ;; ^tid Provence submitted td their yeke; 'Th6 
'■^'' natives iiid^d do not appear to have suffered 
by the change. For the' small portion of 
liberty^ which was indniged to them by th« 
Roman prsefects, could notJeasily be eiirtailedi 
■ In ciyilised soriety, the human character is 
distinguished by die nicest gr^atioas; and 
AMst delicate shades. ' The nature and foivii 
' of government, religious ■ institutions, com- 
mdrcial establishment*, perhaps alsotopo- 

■ J I J graphical 
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graphical position with. respect to cHmftte, citaf* 
are continually operating with such cOinpU- i- 
cated and incalculable influence u^n (be 
moral feelings of men, that almost eveVy 
European nation has it's peculiar and appro* 
priate features in an intellectual, not less than 
in a physical sense. The Briton, the French- 
man, and the Spaniard, diSer not more essen- 
tially in the tint of their cojliplexion, liian.in. 
the bent of their dispositions, and the scale of 
their mental feculties. The solid sense and 
steady prudence of the first, proceeding on 
the suregcounds of calculation andexperience, 
contrast so strongly widi the giddy vanity of 
the second, to which nothing seems impos- 
Bible, and Tvhich frequently embraces a theory 
merely for it's novelty, that a stranger to 
nuikind would scarcely suppose th^e centi;^ 
guous nation's to .be inhabitants of the same 
zone. But the distamilitude is still more 
Ktrilting wh«n we pass .Uie Pyrenean moun- 
tains. Everyj, vestige of improvement in- 
stantly disa^poars; and we seem to have trar 
veiled back f.tat^ose d^rk ages of ignoranca 
and siipersl^tioo, when pedantry was mistaken 
for leanung, .and WgOtry passed fpr region. 

la 
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CHAP. In ssrage paidonB, there is little nnety of 
^ I* character. Their virtues and their vicei are 
markMl hy aich strong hxaily feahires, that 
in portraying the.mannen of one barharoos 
tribe, the historian inevitably portrays them 
aiH, From the moment thai the inteHigeqt 
' reader is apprised, whether their leading oo 
capation consists in the rude labours of hunt* 
ing, or in the tranquil cares of a pastoral 
life, he requires no &rther information. 
'The outline is instimtly iUled op, and the 
picture is complete. 

Little therefore remains to be said of tha 

northern inraden, under whatever denomi-* 

nation they are comprised. Goths, Fcanks, 

fiurgundians, Alemanni, Vandals, and Huns^ 

differed scarcely in any thing but in name. 

Tlieir progress was accompaiued with tin 

»ame scenes of desolanon. All traces iif 

genius and improvement wete equally swept 

' 'away in their march. Gundioar, tbe Bur.* 

gimdian leader, perished in a hatde against 

Attila, near B&le ; and by his premature death 

exposed the ^«ater part of his dominions t» 

, the destructive iiuy pf ^ conqueror, who 

451. in his tum was ^f^ted by the ficnnans, 

- ' under 
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liiiclei- tJie command of ^tius. The Sur- CJIap. 
gundiansj taking advantage of the weakness ^- ^ 
of their oppressors, again recovered their in- 
dependence} and chose fbf theif sovefeign 
Gundewick, a deseendent of the renowned 
Atanikar. After his decease, his four sons 
disputed rfie succession with a degree of 
animosity, which is rarely ob.wrVed, except 
ih femily quarrels. Guridibald, the eldest, 
at length prevailed, and obtained poss^^ion ' 
of his paternal dominions, to die exclusion 
of.all his brothers. 

Hitherto die Roman code had prevailed iij 
all the provinces, which were successively 
torn away "from the declining empire* till 
unpolished Aieftains grndTially ventured to 
deviate from that system, wliich had so long 
beenlield in veneration by mankind, as the 
ttiodd of perfection in the intricate science 
of jurisprudence! Theit own ordinances be- 
gan now to be srfjstituted in the "place of the 
iinperial rescripts, and upon receiving tlte 
samction df the assembled states, acquired 
the 'c'oBifistency -and form of laws. Thus, trjr 
degrees, a new scene opens -to o*ir view. Tke 
proud and majestic iabric of Justinian <dis- 
appcars, 
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CHAP, appears, and in it's place V2 behold that 

I- motley patchwork of Gothic invention^ 

distinguished by the name of the peudal 

SYSTEM. 

During the reign of Gundibald, that part' 
of Helvetia, which was subject to the Ale- 
manni, was destined once more to change it's 
master. The victory of Clovis (or Louis^ for 
the word is radically the same) atTolbiac*, 
was subversive of the Alemannic empire ; 
and their dominions were thencefortlT incor- 
porated in that division <^ the Gallic empire, 
which was distinguished by the appellation of 
Austrami. 

The annalists of the times, who are fond of 
ascribing every incident to the miraculous 
interpqsition of Providence, assure us that 
in the heat of battie, while the event of the 
4gG. day still hung in doubtful suspense, Clovis» . 
by a resistiess impulse -f-, lifted up hb hands 
tx> heaven, covenanting in the most solemn 
manner to embrace the rehgion of Jesus, 
provided fortune should dctclare in bis &vour. 
This votive promise was scarely uttered, when 

• Now called Zulpicb, in the vicinity of Cologne. 
•J- Gregory of Tours. 

the 
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^troops experienced an infusion of irresisti- chap. 
ble vigour ; and the Alemanni, depressed by i- 
supernatural terrors, threw down their arms, 
exclaioiing with common Accord, ** King of 
** the Frdnksy spare thine own people^ for 
■" henceforth we are thy suigects" 

Convinced from his own esperieoce of 
what this warlike people was capable, Clovis 
had recourse to the most rigoroua measures, 
in order If possible to subdue their spirit, arid 
to obliterate every vestige of their ancient 
government. With this intent, he divided 
the lands into fiefs, and conferred them on 
his most celebrated followers. Not satisfied, 
however, with depriving the natives of their 
jiroperty, he compelled many of them, whose 
talents or influence excited his jealousy, to 
abandon their native country. Thus expired 
the power of die Aleiiianni, after having 
existed for nearly two centuries, an object of 
apprehension to surrounding nations. 

While tfae Burgundians occupied the west- 
ern, and the Alemanni the northern pro- 
vinces of Heli^a, the ' southern parts were 
firarrun by the Ostrogoths, another tribe of 
^bfHiADS, tliou^ of manners less stivage, 
than 
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.CHAP, than those whom we hare hitherto (inscribed. 
'■ The Ostrogoths were a people of shepherds: 
and it is suppowd that pastoral lifbi in soma 
degree, humanises the character of men, even 
in the rudest stages of society; whereas 
hunting, which is little better than a continual 
•tate of warfere, increases the natural ferocity 
of their disposition. 

No sooner had these uncivilised hordes 
obtained a settlement in tlje Romaa provinces, 
than they began to compare the revolting 
«ystem of polytheinn, which they had hi- 
therto followed, with (he sublime precepts of 
'the gospel. Yet, disguised and disfigured ^s it 
then was by the zeal and ignorance of con* 
tending sectaries, the result wais still fiivour- 
. aHq to the cause of truth. They were power- 
AiHy struck with the difier«ice, and forsaking 
0ie goiis of their fiilhen, embr^ed the r^i- 
gioB of the vtmquiahed, Perlu^»s the very 
errors which had ctef^ into the Chri^^ doc- 
trines, contributed in soaoe degree to ^ir 
propagation. Chrisliajaby, under it's purer 
forra, might have r^ecajte4 less forcibly on 
the miiids of men, who wei£ sensible to ex-, 
teicnal ol^cts alone* and upon whom ahst^at:^ 
theories, . 
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theories, or even practical morality, wbea cRAr* 
sbipped of the gaudy trappings of ostentation <• 
devotion, made little impression. Scarcely 
had they laid aside the monstrous absurdities 
of Paganisin, and put an end to the calami- 
ties of war, than they embarked in hostilities 
of a different species, though almost equally ^ 
fetal to tiie repose of mankind . Polemical con. . 
troreisies succeeded to t^ose of the cuirass and 
the spear, and were conducted with all the viru- 
lence, which personal animosity or interested 
|mde couki inspire ; while the zeal of the 
combatants, as is osmtUy tlie case, increased in 
direct proportion to their ignorance of the 
subject about which they contended. Thus 
vtre these hau^ty warriors degraded by 
monki^ cunning from b^ng the arbiters of 
Ettrc^, into the tools of party, enlisting 
mder the banners of Arius or Athonasius, 
aecordingly as the caprice or the interest «f ai» 
iiMnuating confessor induced' them to encoo* 
rage ^ 'feshionaMe innovator of the day* 

St has heea already observed that Gandi- 
Inid, after the destraction of his three bro--, 
tinn, smiled &e whole of the Burgwadian 
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CHAP, succession in his own person. The melan-* 
I- choly destiny of those princes exhibits a 

. '" " memorable picture of the inconstancy of for- 
tune, -as well as of the ferocity of the age.' 
' Too weak any longer to resist the victor in 
«fae field, Godimar retreated to Vienna in 
Daiiphiny, where he shut himself up in a 
fortress, at that time considered as impreg- 
nable. Gundibald pursued him closely* and 
finding it impossible to succeed by an assault, 
get fire to the castle. The wretched Godimar, , 
with his whole family, perished in the flames ; 
while the relentless conqueror stood by, a 
tranquil spectator of the catastrophe. 

The fiite of Chilperic was scarcely less 
. disastrous : he was taken with liis two sons, 
juid beheaded. His two daughters however 
having escaped from the general proscription, 
, Sed^laide the elder fied for refuge to" a oon- 
Ycnt at Geneva, where she afterward took the 
wil ; while her sUter Clotilda was demanded 
in marriage by Clovis. Gundibald was too; 
«agft^us a politician not to penetrate his 
lival's intentions. He was aware that the ' 
■^ariike Frank would no sooner" become 
master 
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master of Clotilda's person, ijian he would c ha 5. 
lay claim to her patrimonial domain,: and ^■ 
back his pretensions by arguments, which it 
would be. difficult, if not impossible, toresist. 
Yet the alliance was too advantageous to he 
rejected. without some plausible excuse; and 
this the religion of the Franks a{^ared to 
, supply; No plea was therefore omitted to 
convince Clotilda^ that her salvation was 
in danger, .if she becamp, the wife ,of ail 
idolater,' In sm age of credulity suchia 
mei^ace was. alarming; and Gundibald now 
flattered. himself, ,that tjie refiis^ would coine 
from . the prince. Bot the embassador of 
Clovis, having gained acc^sp to the-prmces?, 
combated hej: prejudices by considerations of 
equal weight. He represented , to her the 
spleqdour of his ipaster's .court. Heflaagnified 
the power of her charmsi and pointed in the 
warmest .colours -the glo4y..\t'hich. she .wou^ 
a<*quiEe,by employing .them,, {is. jnstnimehts 
in the hand of Pipvidence, for, thei conversion 
o£ -an, 'idolatrous king.- But, above all, be 
lirg^'her duty to a murthered parent, which 
eiypinedherto;TO;arry^pfioce, whose; formi- 
dable power would afford ainple means to 
Vol.. If J D avenge 
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■fc(ikfr.'^**Hge'His 'itijtiries Mid herottn. The ftstih. 
<nf tbb eonvefsation ^jroved 'sudh as -might 
"^ha*^ been expected ; for whet ^malb iaatit- 
UMiTedst the united inflne^iee df ■vamityflad 
Tftvehge? , 

-GundiMd Van nb sooner InfoHnedlhat'fais 
otiece 'had 'Bcceptefi tile ring'ofolfi&jiee, thab 
ftfwedby the 'reputation 'Of the ptf|ent^Elwilk» 
'he DO longer 'a{tpd>ed her jSutney; "and 
<ilotilda depaited, -with' all 'the msgtnfloenoe 
'Df'a royal 'bride, in 'a waggdn dr^wn 'by^four 
■vxen. On 'her arrival 'at the Outlets, 'iihe 
<«ei2ed 'die tertlesfiippBrttinity 'of iindi%ii% 
tone -of tho«e passions, 'whiA'tadi so strongly 
snsntributett to deride herehqite*. Having 
Ipenaiid'ed fa«r attendants to lajr >ii«rte'ttie 
-BUrgundiiin territory 'for the space lif twelve 
i»niles,'»he'dtvoutiy returned thanfcs'to ))«%Ten 
^for i&ving, in ofte ii^tinnee 'atUe^t, gratified 
'fcer 'frillies. Clotilda 'wasBpriBcess of eKem- 
ijilaty pleiy, and is mueh celebrated, en duit 
'•ccount, 'by'the monkish' historians. 'CltnU 
being now in pas6essiah'«f his bride, Yeseliied 
■on recovering die -ptovinees, 'to whiih^ihe 
-lud a legitiniate olaim, 'and -beiirggoitied^fay 

' •-MtfaeWftistol-y ofSn'itzffltand. 

God^eVilm, 
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he marched against th^ usurper {tt the h^ftd 
jof »AuiWK>u« sad Sfell-appoiotsd atwy,. JTie^ 
«»ent wM .&Y«m»bJe to the csusb of jw^cc;. 
iSondib^ld me defeated J^ear Dijop, «qd 
^obliged to purchase ,pe»ce hy.aeknoirledgmg 
4uiqjself;dieji^afl9&lQfiGloyi3» and.by^instAting 
iGod^enliu ia ihU I^rfeditKcy dtunuugs^. 
£4>roed jBconoltations are ^dom .permanent* 
■^The .Franks aserc occupied w other coi^qiie;^ 
and had iittleJei/uire to intetfere.in ,tbe CQQ-- 
xems .of Burgtfp^y* indignant ^t his Jatfe 
ihuimliotion, Xhiodibal^ vsaattentiite to thieir 
inmbmns, iaiidjthmght.the rofnn«ftt.&.vpHrablp 
jfor-bis. dasigna. 3H4iring,*ssenibl.ed,thersfoiie 
flLfaoily.i>f.:trQqp&iP)baste»ibe,mflrBhed,flgaiMt 
)bi£,disfenoeless>biiPth«r ; obliged ibiroitp ,t«lo 
.re&ge jnitbeicjtadeliof LVjsooe, sod having 
gajncd admiraionioto tbctpvn by*tr«»«bety, 
jKtuaed'hi|(n,to;he.put to d@»th. 

[Beinitaitedrby this. sucqe^sip, (lie pQ^^i^ 
j»f itbe .entile I EKirgund>a^ empire, ,he derjve^ 
«>,rondio^itioO»Lrtrwgth f»in«n inftniitje 
irfJiaoge jiifii{AiiJ^c, «h»t i^lovjsjJssiHtod jt 
prudent to suppress his resentment, and to 
^ ^' ' D 9 ' leave 
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CHAP, leave him in tranquil enjoyment of aU his 
I- usurpations. 

Gundibald now figured among the greatest 
potentates of hia age, and caFried his victorious 
arms into the plains of Lombardy. Not- 
"Withstanding the cruelty of his dispositicm, 
he merited the feme which he acquired, by 
gJeat and splendid qualities. Nothing waa 
omitted that could tend to consolidate his 
power, or to render his kingdom floorishing* 
The former he effected by an union . with 
■Thcodoric, King of Italy, oae' of the most 
warlike monardha of hisage; The latter wais 
accomplished by the wisdom of his internal 
: regulations. With t^ie advice of those leiarned 
-men, whom he had attracted to his coiirt by 
liberal rewards, he formed a new code of lawa 
for the more equal administration of justice^. 
Neither was h& himself deficient in literary 
acquirements. As a theological disputant, he 
gave no despicable proofs of intelle^al capa* 
city, considering the country from which he - 
spriang, and the many 4istidvahtagei8 of a bar- 
' baHhti education, and 4f as jiistly^iiislinguiih^ 

• Lindeobrog. Cod. t*g. 

' ' from 
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-from his contemporaries by a. successful culti-CHAP. 
yation of philological studies*. Syagrius was , -7 ' * 
employed by -him in reducing the rude dialefi 
of the Burgundians to the rules of grammar-^, 
About th6 same period some imperfe^ ideas of 
astronomical calculation were introduced into 
the division of time. The superiority of the 
Romans in every scientific pursuit did not 
escape the penetration of the king ; and he re- 
solved, inconsequence, to meliorate their con- 
dition by abohshingthoseinvidiousdistinftions, 
which the blind partiality .of his predecesaoir 
had established between the different classea'of 
his subjects. This project was so repugnant to 
the preji^ices of the Burgundjans, that it 
soon became unpopular. A general opposition 
took place; and to suqh a pitch did the spirit 
of discontent prevail, that in spite of the 
natural energy of his character, Gundibald ■ 
, "Vfas ultimately constrained to yield, nor waa 
he ever : abl? fiilly to execute his benevolent 
intentions. 

The last act of his reign was to secure the 
succession to his son. For this purpose, he 

* Etinodius, Vit. Epipham-Aviti. Epist. 38, 
• t Cassiod. 

i>3 jnimmoned 
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tViW:s4toiftba « ^i*r4l asseittbly of the iaees', 
, i-itf thS nelghboofhcwa of Genera ^ wlfeii 
''"'s'lgisinuniJi devsted oh a shield, *aS Mife* 
by tfie ahouM aiid acclstmations of applauding 
iiultiludM as their future king. Gtnidibisld 
(fid not long survive this ceremony ,- but 
hiving out-liv4a Clovis, and most of the" 
heroes of the day, he died at all advmiced 
age. Of hinl it may be said, as of Augustas, 
that his conduct oh the throne in iome degtSef 
«fRu:ed the recollection of the crimes by which 
it had been obtained. 

Sigismund comroeflced bis reign in * fioan- 
nor which inspired his subjects with ti6 high 
opinion of his talents for government. Upon 
his father's death, he despatched emba4s4do»» 
to Constantinople^ to inform the emperor 
Anastasius of his accession, siad iii thft sab-^ 
missive' langu'iige of vassalage to acknowledgo- 
his dependence on the e'asteYn einpire. A 
conduct so diifereidt fl-Odi that of his fetheif 
was Uttle calculated to please a people, who 
had imbibed high notions of hohouf ffom the 
•sample of Gundibald; nordid hb sftbsequent 
adminisHabon tend to eradicate this impres- 
sion. Sigismund possessed a weak under- 
standing, 

D,gn,-prihyGOOglC 



4ta94M)& mA it*^ toa feequent concon^i^m^, ^ chap. 
J99lo^s temper; |ffop«r»?^ pprfiaps. i;t^e mogt }' 
.^geepus o^ apy, both to. themselves ^d ^' T"*^ 
^lOjt si^l^tf, ia t^ose who) axe calle4 bj^ 
FroKi(j)QiH^ tft the gov^?iW>ent of ^na^ki^^, 
O^trt^tbaj, %h^ ^ughter ofTheodoric, vfhqi^ 
!be ^d m^rvi/^d during his &th^'s. Ufe, I^ 
tvQchjldreiv 9 ^QH {^)4 » da,ugbtev, ^t hpr 
deQth. The ki|ig^ sooj) afterw?,rd unitie4 
tiiipself to . a pefson of ignqble extraction, 
^h<> had ^t^fided his fonqei^ qu^en in % 
WQ^i^ cap^ityj 9iid who is i^presented a^ 
^K^reising th»t unbounded inflqence, whip^ 
beauty give? to ^ ^rtful woman, over th^ 
v^V Tp\\nd of a doting husband, ^fp. soonei' 
bwJ ah^ children of her own, tlian she begarj 
to view the rising virtues of Sigeric with the 
liwlignp.lit eye of a st^p-mother, and omitt#4 
po opl^QftUQity of misri-epresenting \m actions^ 
The prince, qb hi§ p^rt, treated \ier with con-> 
tempt, sp that the breach beoain^e gradujjjly 
wi^r. Haying, ofle (^ay, seen her deoor^te4 
ifl the TTW^Jfice^t attire of his decetiap4 
Siq^ii^r, he cpi^ld not ref|i^n from inaking sprnp 
lev^B Teflect)t)qs on the ^wlnvayd affect^fipfl 
of upttaft F^?f The qu^n by qhanoe over? 
p 4 heaj4 
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CHAP, heard him^ ^d from that moment employed 
f }' every thought to accomplish his destruction. 
Her tale was plausible, and the heart of ■ 
Sigismund, who beheld every object through 
the false medium of prejudice, was by degrees . 
estranged from his son. Suspicion usurped 
the place of affection, and he no longer 
'contemplated the noble qdalities of Sigeric 
with the proud satisfection of an exulting 
parent. Till at length persuaded that the 
prince was actually engaged in a conspiracy 
against his lifc, he, was prevailed on, in a 
momentary panic, to sign a warrant for his 
execution. Sigeric was strangled in his sleep. 
But the order was scarcely issued, when roused 
by the horrors of an upbraiding conscience, 
the misguided father felt all the atrocity of- 
■- the deed. In vain he wished to recall it. The 
queen, who knew the weakness of his character, 
had taken advantage of his fears, and hurried 
the execution of the sentence. Sigismund 
now .gave way to his remol'se : -he shut himself 
up in the monastery bf St. Mauritius, there 
in the humble garb of a penitent to indulge 
in grief, and by austere penance and ■ ri^d 
devotion to expiate his guilt; vainly hoping 



hyGoogle 



HELVETIC REPUB1.1CS. ^4l 

to atone for .wsuit ot" humanity tdwaril hiffCiiAP; 
son, by a complete dereliction of his daties , ^- 
toward his siibjefts *. 

■ Indignant at the outrage, which: had been 
offered to his family, Theodoricresolvwl to 
take signal vengeance on the guilty. Tolonic, 
a renowned warrior, was immediately des- 
patched at the head of a formidable army, to 
invade the Burgundian territory. Neither was ' 
Clotilda backward in seizing an opportunity of 
revenging her fether's wrongs on the heir of 
Gundibald; and her three sons,- Clodomir, 
Clotaire, and Childebert, were prompt to join 
in an enterprise, the object of which was so 
congenial to the generous feehngs of uncor- 
rupted youth. 

Sigismund was not formed by nature to 
struggle with adversity. Though capable of 
the most atrocious actions, he was totally 
destitute of that energy of character, which 
too frequently gives a deceitful lustre to guilt. 
'Concealed under the habit of a monk, he 
lay prbstrate before the altar, pouring forth 
lamintations and sighs, and. calling upon all 
the saints for succour, at a time when he 

• Muller's History of Switzerland, L. viii, 

ought 
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CSAF. ought to have beet^activeljm^kqTiediii vott 
^'. j *^ ^^ aubjects agunst the foraga wifader. 
But it was his destiny to be every way eon-r 
temptible : ha oimes were those of timidity ; 
hb r^>eBtance was that of baseneas. Th« 
enemy advanced without opfiontioa. Afaan-f 
dboed by all, the miseFable king was di^ 
covered under a mean disguise, dragged from 
539- his. aanctuary, and carried prisoner, with his 
wife. and children, to Orleans; where, by 
command of the confederate princes, they 
were all thrown together into a well. 

On the death of Sigismund, his brother 
GodJRiar mounted ^e throne; and for some 
time MiccessfitUy resisted the progress of the 
invaders *. But, being at length defeated in 
a deciave battle, he fell into the hands of the 
enemy. The Burgundians, now finding them* 
selves destitute of almost every resourcci sjib* 
534- mitted to the Franks, with the express cog, 
dition of being governed by their own laws ; 
8 privilege, which they actually enjoyed tiU 
the reign of Lewis the Ikbwmrf*. 

* Piocop. Cossiod. f Procop. de Bello Goth. I, 
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CHAP. m. 

€imflana^i. •*»' Strfch of Manners Airing tht" 
seventh^ eighth, af{d ninth CnUtaiet. — Salia 
and Ripuarian Codes. 



k HERE is lio period hit history less inte-cHAp. 
rtisfiBg, o^ less ii^hictive, then that of ilia ii. 
Frtiak» and^ tiie immediate successor* ctt^ ' 
Clovis. It exhibits the human charaetet in 
ifs ftiost degrading form, enervated by lulnry, 
and crippled by sttperstition. On one hftfid, 
*e behold d»« throne sullied by erery *ice, 
vhich is ^ concomitant of a treak and 
c(Brtract*d rabd. Ob the other, we con- 
fempiate witli equal disgast, in the crtidl-- 
tion of the people, the most frightftfl |Hctar© 
of ignorance, bigotry, and oppresatm. But 
Aelre is a linrit, beyond which the irregu* 
Ini^s of this tvorld, Anoral as well as physi' 
c^, arte n^er suffered to proceed. Such i» 
the inidein of an aH'^eeing Prondencc> that 
when 

D,gn,-.rihy,GOOt^k- 
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CHAP, when our condirion seems completely hope- 
^^* less, a remedy arises out of the very evil itself, 
and sometimes when we least expect it. The 
depravity of the reigning dynasty at length 
- excited the scorn ^nd .indignation of mankind, 
and thus ultimately proved the cause of trans- 
ferring the sceptre to hands formed by nature 
to support it with credit to themselves, and 
with advantage to their subjects. 

Little indeed is known of this dark period* 
. , nor is that little calculated to excite our re- 
gret, on account of the almost total deficiency 
"■ -of liistorical materials, during the sixtli and 
seventh centuries. 

We know, indeed, thatBurgundian Helve^a 
was distinguisbed'by the appellation of Utile 
"Burgundy, or JjurgutuHa Transjurana; and,, 
that it was governed by dukes. Bu.t we are 
entire strangers to the cha,raclers of these 
princes, and are frequently ignorant of theiy 
very names. 

' ■ : Dagobert, the successor of Clptaire, reduced 
the laws of the Franks and Alemanni to a 
more regular system. Under his descendents, 
die crown was gradually stripped -of almost 
all it's prerogatives. Ipanersed in.the volup^ 
tuous 



hyGoogIc . 



HEl^TETIC REPUBLICS. 45' 

ttfous' solitude of a palace, the reigning despolcftAp. 
was invisible to the public eye. Nay, his very ' ^ . 
existence might have remained a problem, 
had he • not sometimes awakened from his 
lethargic effeminacy, to excite the astonish- 
ment and die indignation of his subjects by 
the enormity of his cnmes. Mean while, 
Cfety blTmcli of authority, both ci^il and 
nulitary, w^ exercised at the discretion oi 
ministers, so ^fiunous in history by the title of ' 
Moires du Palais. ^ 

The people, accustomed to direct theit 
homag^ to the ostensible dispensers of every 
fevour, began either to forget that in tha 

* The wocship of images may be accounted for in 
nearly the same maDtier, by supposing them to have 
beeu. origiaally intenJed as symbols of divine power. • 
The igjijorance .of mankiad, by degrees, rai^took the 
li/pe tor the divinity. By carrying the same train qf 
ideas a littlf farther, the whole system of polytheism 
becomes clear and simple. Minerva, Neptune, Mars, 
&c. were probably nothing more than, atiri botes of ttie 
Supreme Being, (the zmt of mythology, the Ens of Plato, 
■nd the Ko«po« of the Stoics) personified by the super- 
stition of the vulgar, or the fancy of the poet, and not 
Taidy employed by the philosopher to supply the in- 
^equdcy of language in the expression of abstract 
ideas. - ' , 

scale 
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.CII(lP.<ca)e of fomei J^eie e^isteil » ^ilj In^Mr 

4vtmK pf .toyalty- .Sm^ •wss Hbs oflgip .flf 
.(he ,Cfwlo«ingi»n J'sce- 

Coeval .with tie, decline <if thf c^yal^fE^ 

.tqgitfi»ie i»il4ie ijse^f .<hs,gre»t fsuflftl ««i>iUt5F' 
iwfeo tfiflk «dTai*ge flf ithe HSslfMsa <»f * 
K)istm!t«digoKHnmeqt to ffmUf rtlj^wiWlw 
•flpdep^il'ds'* iin Jhsir i«^|WSt(Vf dSejii. Jinffll 
this ara we may trace the .QKJgjn qf qc^^ jof 
■iEhefinpet,Gon^e|r^bJe i^iJie^ ji^h^^se- 
•))iWiltly %»*e(l in the^awaJ^ »f S»MtjKSF)»Bi- 
751. T^oihHpcJced.ifndjeigbtfiep j^wwBaft^r.]tte 
destruction of the Burgundian empire, the 
descendents of Clovis were publicly dep,osed 
". 'n/a,geneEal.»^sembly of theji^ople, ,m)(l,tbp 
4oeptve was^tnunsferced .toiPopin, wboae^raiLy 
lladllong governed the Franks with the dele- 
^gat.ed,.auth9rity of^fflim,^ ff^hfp, ,4I^J* 
^longaad^loniMisreign,,thi»suti«e8S^Lu6urp«r 
'(for such'Uo' in reality waff, liot^vithstaridinS 
^ ,flie.cafui6t(y of , papal .Hofioc) tmqgnjjBrf 
-the 'orpwn 'to his two ^oqs, '(Varies .«iiil 
'Carioman ; the ■ latter of whom, dying soph 

'after 
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•AerfaisifKthOT, in <lte floirer -of 7oufii*^ «x*£H£B. 
iposedllisJKnibttiousibrattKir to some ampicio n ^'^' ^ 
■<rf iiaving contributed iai .-his tieetir|". But 
fdutcver ms^diave been the means, bywhic^ 
<Aiatles mu deUrered ^m : a -troaUesone 
icoB^tethcir :^ 'tt^ 'tviere ^soentdbliterated :I^ 
^e vkdom -of his institutknos, and iJae^hri^ 
ihanty 'oi tis ^explnts. <Hist(ny in(ked pro- 
■duces iscoreoly any ichatadttrinDxetwoFthy ^of 
admiration than the son of cPepin, so w^ 
tiaumti 'hy ^the honourable and f^pnopciate 
^a^Uotion of CoAiiLEMAGirx. WbrtherwB 
'Cfflitemphite the inagnitude dT his deagns, 
^&0£tem <tf his-comjuests, th&radsty of jlw 

* Speaking of the untimely Tate of this prince, Qaillard . 
thus expresses himself: " Hia death ■ ttelivwed France 
-from th«9e Urapettuous scenes with fttbich 'Sbe .in> 
ueiia£edb]rtheiacreaimgjeaIoHsi«sAf.the t»i>.br(xtheiVt*' 
Hist, de Charlemagne,- 1. Q2. 

t This reportis treated by Schmidt as a mere ca^i •tinyf 
'111.14. 

J Carfoman, it,istnie, left two sons;-But ttie-3FFenrfi, 
ivfaoihadbeeD lot^ Kceuttomcd -to be. led <o battle hy'* 
succession of heroes, disdained to submit, to the feeble 
iwsy of infants. Desirous of sharing in a scene of glory, 
'which his splendid <t^ents taught them to expect, ibe 
Bobles of 'iUistraaia-fi^adea voluOtary-o^i of subnyttiijg 
to Charlesi and acknowledged him for their sovereign^ 
^^• 

establishmentSi. 
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■OB AP.eetaMishmehts, orth^ sanity c^Iiisjneafurbs; . 

, ;^*' . whether vie consider' hirh under the splendid . 
character of a conqueror,' or behold him pro- 
viding for the future happiness ctf his subjects 
-by eorrectitig abuses and instituting lavis; we 
'shall not, I thinks hesitate to assign to him a 
, very distinguished place among thoie extm- 
ordinary personages, whom nature sometimes 
produces for^ the improvement and civilisaUon 
of an unenlightened age. ; .. -. 

Charles has been bkmeii' hy'. mariy .writers 
jbr having. received the imperial crown fcMxi 
the hands of; Leo, anactionj by whichohein 
■some degree apknowledged the sipremaoy of 
the papal power, and this prece-dent was un- 
doubtedly appealed to. by the ambition of 
-succeeding pontiffs, as establishing a claim of 
sujpremacy, productive of the most fatal con- 
sequences*. Eginhard, indeed, assures us that 
in case Charles had been previously acquainted 
with Leo's intentions, he would not have been 
■present at the celebration of mass in St Peter's 
church. Strong in the sentiment of superior 
greatness, he might, possibly, have despised a 
\aia and ostentatious ceremony, M^iich was 

• Schmidt, III. 37. 
' . ' accompanied 
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ftccompBiued with, no real adrontage. fiutcHAP^ 
high as oar opinion is of. H» general per- !'■ 
«picacity» wte can hardly persuade ourselves, 
thit in the plenitude of glory be could so ^ 
have dived into foturity, as to forefee. the 
possibility of a time; i^en the puppet of his 
own creation (for in feet the Pope was little 
else) should arrogate a paramount dominion 
orer diat power whence his own originated. 
And tn spite of Eginhanfa authority, it is 
neaiiy as difficult to suppose that he contd 
have been a stranger to the scene which was 
preparing. 

Hie oeklmty of the conqueror's name 
drew congratuk.toTy efnl;>assie8 from Persia, 
Mtiuritania, and Bagdat. An e^'ent, which, 
in the advanced state of modem improve- 
ment, would imply ' no very considerable 
exertion ; but which, when we consider the 
actual distance, and reflect on the existing 
difficulties a£ ccunrounication, even between 
c^erent parts of the SEUue country, becomes 
truly astmishing. 

It is a Angular circumstance in the character 
of this great man, that his mind was equally 
formed for embracing the whole chain of 

Vol, I. E JEuropean 
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ciiAP. European politics, on their mostextensive scale, 
"II- and ifor entering into the minutest details 
of domestic economy. When occupied in 
reducing die Saxons, and the heroic Witikiod, 
his vigilant eye was still carefully fixed upon 
the transactions of Rome ; nor did his attention 
to the affairs of the church, even in the capital 
of tiie Christian world, ever divert his attentioa 
fromi the commotions of the north. Imme- 
diately after giving audience to the ambassa- 
dors of Aaron Al Rafchid,. or of Irene, hs 
■would, retire to his caUnet, and investigate 
with the exactest attention the entire expenses 
of his hoosehoid. Nothing waa too great for 
his compreh^isive genius; nor wa&aay thing 
too trifling to attract his notice. , It was an 
■ invariable rule of hi»life, personally to examme 
every concern which could possibly be brought 
under his personal inspection. The maxim is 
excellent, but it is seldom practicable in the 
extensive occupations of a statesmaa's life, 
and when adopted by minds of an inferior 
cast, too often degenerates into a feihng*. , 
Hitherto 

* This remark was completely exemplified in the person' 
•f Joseph II. Born with consideruble talents, and' » 
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Hitherto we have examined the brilliant chaj^. 
side of the portrait. We must now inspect ii- 
the reverse. Forty years of war were a bur-* 
then too great for Charles's dominions, ex- " 
tensive as they were, to support. In some 
respects, perhaps, his administration was at- 
tended . rather with external splendour, than 
with real and permanent advantage. But the 
most striking blot in his character consists in 
his trea.tment of the Saxons. At a more en- 
lightened period*, it would have been without 
excuse. To attempt the conversion of an 
entire people by the sword, is an action no 
less repugnant to .the dictates of common 
sense, than contradictory to the humane spirit 
of tlmt religion, which he was so over zealou^' 

mind not insensible to the chSms of glol-y, 1 6' mined 
his own reputntion, and had he lived longer, might have' 
rsined his country by over-gwerping. In coinmercial 
eBtablisbmentSy he examined the movements of every 
separate whebl,' instead of attending t6 llieerfect and 
operations of the whol^ machine. He Wtis a bett^ 
icrjeant, than a general ; and was rather suited to be- 
come the secretary of a minister, than to b^ a minister 
himself. ■ 

* Antiqui Saxones, et omries Fresonuml popnli, iri- 
staMe rege Cacoto, alios-pra^miis, et alios minii sollicitant^^ 
ftd fidei^ Cb(:i9U conversi sunt. — Will. Malm. I. iv. 

£ 2 t» 
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■-CHAP. to propagate. One plea, however, may l» 
^i- alleged in his defence, and it will equally 
apply to all his fellings: they were the errors 
of the age in which he lived, while his vittues 
"were completely his own. Among the co- 
lonies of vanquished Saxons, which he dis- 
^rsed in various parts of the empire, not a 
few were distributed in the trailquit vaflies of 
Helvetia; and are, even to this day, dis- 
iUnguishable from the original inhabitants by 
fome &int traces of their native dialect, and 
primeval customs. 

The reign of Charlemagne ia considered as 
forming an important epoch in modern his- 
tory. The manners, laws, and religion of most 
pf the European nations had undergone & 
inaterial alteration, since the time of the 
Homans. Besides, by tbe rapid [Mn^ress of 
their anna, the different provinces of Europe 
l)egan once more to be united by the chain 
of common depoidency, and a more regular 
•ystem prevailed throughout the whole. It 
may not therefore be improper to take a bast^ 
Tiew of those parts at least, which are more 
immediately connected with the present bu^ 
t9-Uvti and to examine the ruious c^miges, 
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civS; eec)eS48tica^, and moral, which accom-CBAP. 

|niued the progrc^ of tbe fsusal ststeu. i^i- 
Under th^ Kom^nSf ike government was 

^lely military. MiUtary it still conUnued. 

to b» under tlae successors of Clovis, though. 

totally difiereot in its nature^ The vbole 

system of war was entirely changed; taxd wq 
.fhoujd ^Hin a very exroneoiu idea of th^ 

araues which'^ fought upder the Merovingian 
piiaces, were ^^e to look £ox the exact discipline 
^I^yed by the legiionfhry troops in the proud 
dfty^ o£ Hoioan glory. XX the art of defence 
tbey wew wholly ignorant.. The event of » 
ha^tle wa< almost aiwuy^ decided by the' valour 
of the soldiers ; scarp ely ever by tjie skill of 
the generaL ^Ve^e we more intimately ac- 
quainted indeed with the boasted heroe* of 
those dark ages, we should [ffobably discover 
that persottal eaumge was» in general, the 
source wh^ice their reputation arose. The ; 
brut^ valour of Ajax we may find in many: 
The refined policy of Ulysses can be traced ia 
q«ne. 

Uader the iiranediate predecessors of 

Charlemagne* mititary discipline had certainly 

owde sfHne aa^nai atep» toward jwp^ove- 

Z 3 meut. 
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CHAP.ment. The ferocious ambition of tlie Mero» 
?i- vingian princes kept the sword continually 
■ unsheatiied. But their quarrels were rather 
family feuds, than national contests. The 
public took little or no interest in their dis- 
putes, but beheld the rise or fell of a tyrant 
with the sullen apathy of slaves. The bolder 
policy of the Maires du Palais opened a wider 
field for ambition. The violent animosities, 
which subsisted between the rival powers o( 
Austrasia and Neustrasia, may therefore, in 
many respects, be Considered as civil wars. 
One part of the empire was armed against 
the other. The spirit of faction ran high ; and 
the pride and vanity of the soldier became 
mterested in the success of his leader. 

The national character was, also, consider-r 
ably changed. Yet, if we expect to find much 
amendment in this respect, we shall be cruelly 
deceived. The wants of society were in- 
creased; but their 'manners had certainly 
made very little progresff toward refinement. 
Regretting the rude and boisterous pleasure^ 
pf a savage life, which they had been com-r 
pelled to abandon, they were as yet Incapablie 
■(^f tasting the elegant enjoyments of a more 
ppl|iilie<^ 



hyGoogIc 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 55 

poiisfaed state*. The small portion of taste, chap. 
which had found it's way into the nation, was ' ^ - ^ 
exclusively confined to the higher classes. A , 
greater inequality had arisen in the distribntion 
of wealth. But the situation of the rich was 
fer from having proportionally improved, 
though that of the poor was become incom- 
parably more wretclwd. 

The manners of a court may in general be 
taken as a pretty feir criterion of the nation^ 
character, at least in point of refinement -j'. 
Some degree of elegance may indeed be 

• By the expresscommnndof the emperor, the bifbops 
were obliged to inftitute Ciitliedral schools in their me- 
tropolitan city, as a preparation for holy orders. Mosbeim', 
<by Maclaine, edit. 1806) 11. 466. 

■f The foundationor the Palatine Schools, for the 
education of the young nobility, evinces the "zeal of 
Charlemagne for the cultivation of letters. But unfor- 
tuoately for mankind, his benevolent intentions were not 
crowned with succefe. This however will appear lefs 
furprising, when. we exiimine the method th.u was pur- . 
fued. The whole circle of the sciences consisted in what 
was then termed the sepea liberal arts-y vi;;. gramiQar, 
rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, music, geometry, and astro- 
nomy. The three former, which were called trivium, 
were taught in ail public seminaries: while the latter, 
10<Jer the appellation of quatlrivium, were attempted 
by those alone who aspired to the reputation of fuperior 
lesjning. ^osheimi II. p. 463, 

E 4 visible 
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■CHAP, visible in the capital, tfaoagh tbe people u^ 
"• only jast emerging from a state of barbamro. 
But, if a palace be disfigured with Goaxse 
licentiousness and rade brutality, we may 
unhe«tatingly pronounce the habits of the 
lower ordera savage and uncouth. , In the 
conduct of the Merovingian princes, we trace 
a series of atrocities, scMcely to be equalled 
in the annals of the world. The country, 
over which they presided, was the • seat of 
plunder, of rape, and c^ murther. 

Pancat et Circenses was the popular cry of 
the degenerate Romans. The passion for war 
and hunting was equally violent among the 
Germans. Such indeed was their attachment 
to these favourite amusements, that particular 
precautions were employed against perjury in 
all judicial trials, where either hawks or dogs 
^cere concerned. St. Bonifadus openty re- 
proaches the clergy with neglect of chity, while 
occupied in the pleasures of the chaee: in 
another ordinance he forbid)^ under severe 
penalties, that either dogs or hawks 'should be 
icept for the divermn of the ntms *• 
Drunkenness iras also a ^-ice, to which the 

• Schmidt, m. 



.^hyCOOglC 



HEtTBTIO REPUBLICS. 57 

age vas pecuHarly addkted. Charlemagne, ohap. 
wbo \ras by nature sober, £uckd had acquired 'i- 
from his intercourse with foreign people the 
longest detestation for this degrading habit, 
look-great pains to abolish iL For this pur* 
pose be^ discouraged those frequent and nu« 
merous meetings, which under the title of 
fraternities served as pretexts to indulge in 
this fevourite excess. Mady of these societies 
were of pagan institution, and had originally 
been distinguished by the appellation of some 
heathen divinity, under whose immediate pa* 
tronage they were placed : and the introduc- 
tion of a new religion, changed the name of 
their petron*.(who was now selected from the 
Christian calendar, instead of being taken 
from die more jovial deities of antiquity -f-) 
though it |Hroduced no material change in the 
puFHiits and habits of the members. 

In his third capitular, Charlemagne > er^ 
prwslv forbids the receiving of the testimony 
of a druokanJ in a court of justice; and 
ftuther enacts, that the Covnt is never to ap- 
pear in his tribunal, un/sss he be sober %. 

• StiuoidUU. t W. ib. X lb. 159- 

1% 
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[THAP. It was the constant object of his care t» 
'^- set bounds to the oppressive conduct of the 
great nobility. Yet, in spite of all his en- 
deavours, the evil was too deeply rooted to 
foe easily eradicated; and we not only meet 
with instances of the most unbounded despo- 
tism, in the behaviour of the barons toward 
their vassals, but firequently behold them 
waging war agfunst each other, in open de- 
Bance of the royal authority. Repeated ordi- 
nances demonstrate at once his zeal in the 
cause of humanity, and the inefficacj of hia 
exertions. 

Neither was be more successful in his.ef< 
forts to abolish a custom, which had long 
prevailed among tlie Germans, of always ap- 
pearing in armour. Every prejudice com- 
bined to oppose him. Even the ecclesiastics 
themselves were so strongly tinctured with 
this martial spirit, that they actually made a 
merit of attending a council at Mentz, in the 
humble garb of Christian pastors. " JVe 
(tliese are their very words) fT'e, who in our 
** character of prelates ha^ reuQunted ev^rtf 
" worldly concern, consent to lay aside all se- 
** fular weapons, eoitfiHiag ourselves enti^ehf to 
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" those of the church. But we cannot take chap., 
'* upon oujselvea to advise tlie laity to al^an^on ^^* 
*' the vse of arms. It was the usage 

*' OF OUR ASrCESTOKS, aijd WAS BY TIIBM 
*' TRANSMITTED TO US*," ■ 

Under the immediate successors of Charle- 
magne every salutary restraint was removed, 
while guilt stalked boldly in the fece of day, 
without the shadow of disguise. In 847, an 
imperial rescript appeared, forbidding mur- 
thers or robbery under the severest penalties, 
wiueh had httlierto been regarded as the let- 
ptimaie prhilege of the. great -f-. But of how 
little avail all these regulations proved, may 
be collected from the following declaKttioa, 
published by an ecclesiasticalsynpd assembled 
at Mentz in 888. " Who can behold with 
■*' dry eyes'^ (exclaim the prelates) "our 
" churches ruined, their altaris overturned, 
*' their plate stolen, their priests murthei^d|, 
** and the faithful thus deprived, of the adi. 
" vantage of all religious ceremonies ? " Allow- 
ing for the exaggerated style pf depl^m^n, ' . 

* Schniidt, Iir. j6i, 

+ Quasi jure legitinio. Balua. H. ^3, 

J IJarzbeiiif. Cone. Qerra, II. 5^, 

whftt 
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CHAP. what a picture of horrors have we here? 
11* Bat it was an sge oi nnfoounded lieeiKtious- 
iies». We have instances of. princeates being 
ioFcibly carried away from dieir facther^s pa- 
lace, and compelled to many the raviebeT *. 
We find a king causing his son to be deprived 
of sight, for having re&sed if> continue m ^ 
ecdeaastical profession, which be had bf£« 
compelled to embrace, in direct coDtradnrtiDB 
to his own inclination. Even Cbarlemflgae 
' liimseif thooght it right pnblicly to exhort fab 
«ons, net to condemn their uephenst to deaik 
without a legal trial ; nor to maim timHr^Mf 
pu/ out their eyes, or to foifce them ia enHt 
into a monastic life without tbetr coxaent 

Prafiigacy d morals is said to have pr9> 
'railed to such a degree, that Dagebert bad 
three wives at the same time, each of whotti 
bore the title of queen. But the greatest 
calamity was t^ total detect of prolsty and 
itonoar. At no period of the world were 
oaths in sncb frequ^it use,** nor accompanied 
with sacAt impo^ng solemnity ; and yet at no 

* Gisdbert carried off the dangliter of tbe emperor 
liOthaire, Boson forced away the daughter of 
Lewis n. MAaj nmihi in^ances might be adduced. 

fierio^ 
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Jteriofl were promises so littte bindiw^. Voftis- chapw 
cos, speaking of the Franks, u^s these me- ^^^ 
inorable words ; tkeif r^eerr a smile 9* their '' 
tutoitemtnces, even while they are m&Siaiiag 
the Mackest treac^eTy *. Procopius consider 
their want of fetth as pforerbial. Gregory of 
Tours abounds with anecdotes of their perfi^ 
dioQS character; and in this instance, atie&«tv 
we have fictJe reason to doubt his veracity. 
Having occaraon to mention Guntrflm, he 
adds ; ** Thoagh in other respects a gotfrf 
sort of man, yet be was so addicted to felse- 
tood, that he scarcely ever took an oatti, 
■which he did tiot immediately break -f," So 
^t among the ancient Franks it was possible 
to be gtiiity of the Wackest perjury, M»d stiM 
to enjoy the reputation of a g;ood sori &fman. 
iioodness indeed, when taken in this sense, h 
a quaBty which has been shamefully prosti- 
tated in every age ; but the most lax of mo- 
dern morsdists would have blashed to lamh 
it upon so nnworthj an object. 

• Bell. Goth. 17. 

t Guntrammus vers aHoi sane boma, nam ad peijurnt 
■nilinm |»raepiumtHs erat Teruataaieii DuTIi .aakoniai 
ttcrameBtuDi dedit, t^wd Qoo protiaus oinisiaset. Oreg. 
Tm. Lv. «, 14* 

During 
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CHAP. During the seventh and eighth centurion,- 
II. the whole science of jurisprudence consisted 
^ ""in devising new ceremonies, to increase the 
aancrity of an oath. The discovery of a reUc 
was regarded, therefore, as of scarcely less 
importance in a judicial, than in a reli^ous 
light*. The arm of government was supposed 
to acquire additional strength, not less than 
that which it now derives from a new and 
more compulsory law. Great, indeed, was 
the veneration for saints and martyrs, who 
were beliei-ed to be personally interested in 
the respect shown to the mouldy remains of 
their corporeal e^ristence ; nor was it doubted 
that they revenged every instance of dis- 
regard* by an immediate manifestation of 
their displeasure. Thus, when an oath was 
to be administered, the person, who took it, 
held in his hand a tooth or bone or other 
sacred fragment of martyrology. Sometimes, 
he was conducted to the grave of the most 
feshionable saint, in hopes that the peculiar 
sanctity of the spot might inspire additional , 
awe. But, if the affair in question waS of a 
nature to require more than common investi- 

V . • Scbmidt„ GeschichtederDeutschen, II. vi. 

gatioHy 
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pL\i6n, he was carried on a kind of religious chap. 
pilgrimage to visit the most celebrated shrines, , J^' 
at every one of \t^ich he was to renew the 
asseveraljon of his innocence. Yet it frequently 
happened, that all these precautions proved 
inefiectual; for the man, who had so little 
regard to honesty, as to deceive the inha- 
bitants of this world, was seldom found to 
show much respect toward those of the 
other*. When in contradiction to the most 
solemn promise Chilperic went to Paris, he 
was most religiously scrupulous in his devo- 
tions to every popular relic ; hoping by his 
assiduities to conciliate, the fevour of those 
holy personages, whom he had oifemled by 
his perjury. Ebroin, also, when he publicly 
swore to respect the sacred cliaracter of the 
Austrasian Duke, if he should venture within 
the Neustrasian territory, had the precaution 
previously to remove the relics out of the 
case in which they wei^e usually inclosed ; 
flattering himself, by this pious fraud, to 
escape the punishment, which he believed 
be should otherwise have incurred. 
The superstition and creduhty of the time* 

• Gregory of Tours. \ 
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tJHAP. are thus described by the ceiebmted Agabafl^ 
^*' who was Archbifthop of Ljom, during the 
reign of Lewis the DeftwMtre. "TheCSirisfaans 
of our days, (says he) swallow down ab* 
surdities, at which the Pagans themselves 
would have revolted." He then proceeds to 
adduce a variety of instances in support of 
his assertion, and among others the popular 
o{nnion» that there were men endowed zuith 
the power of rmatig storms^ and directing tke 
ttement^. 

Pilgrimages also "were much in use-f", an3 
regarded as higlily efficacious. Even the 
strong mind of Charlemagne had imbibed a 
taint of this pre^-ailing prejudice, tn all 
probability, his frequent joumie-s to Some 
were not entirely dictated by political motives, 
though he had the good sense never to lose 
sight of his temporal interests, from a blind 
attachment to superstition. Various heathen 
ceremonies found their way into the Christian 
church, which are easily traced to their ori- 
ginal source, in spite of their new disguise. ■ 



* A iactitious tempest w«9 stj'led mtra tnatifia, and 
the person possessiog the faculty of exciling it, tempat- 
arius. 

f Mosheim, ll. 249. 

Instead 
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Instead o^ oousultiiig the flight of foird.9, oc k%- B a n. 
aminiag tie palpitating entiailS'of the sfeugb* /^ . 
tend buli^ substituteft not less irratifmal were 
fouad'by vhick cKduUty attempted toexj^om 
tlie issues of fatunty. One apecie& of divina-t 
too, denonunated sortes sanctorum^ consisted 
inopening t^ Bibk at randotn, and reading 
the first verse which caught the eye; the sensb 
of &is^T^»traa^redtotbeeventin question, 
and c^sidered aa a satic^tory interpreta-' 
baa. Clovis, having accidentally directed hi« 
mareh toward Tours, sent some of hie oAicera 
into the cathedral, where the body of Sti 
IWdn reposed, in lu^>es that the respect 
which/ he had shewn &r the patrimony of that 
aaint, might tempt him by some visible sign 
to indicate the result of his expedition. A^' 
tbey entered the Chiu'ch, the canons were; 
chanting the following: verse, pracirmsfi 7«e, 
hotmmy ad helium; suppUmtdstiinsurgentesm 
mc stdftns rae, ^ inimootum meonmi dedisti- 
mhi dorsum. The meaning was evident. 
Clevis was satisfied, and returning thanka to 
tfce holy martyr for' this fiivourable intima*i<Hi' 
of the divine will, marched intirepidly against 
Vol. I^ F Alaric, 
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Chap. Alaric*, when the issue of the battle fully 
^J' corroborated the testimony of the saint. 

The extreme ignorance of the times ren- 
dered it almost impossible to meet with per- 
sons properly qualified for the exercise of re- 
ligious fimctions*. Even under the monastic 
habit, and at the very foot of the altar, we 
discover the same spirit of licentidusness, 
which prevailed ao generally among the laity. 
The meekness and benevolence of the Christian 
character, though admired in theory, were 
utterly excluded from practice/ Nor were' 
the appropriate ■ duties of the ecclesiastical 
professioh suspected even to exist. Instead 
of comforting the afflicted, visiting the sick, 
and administering the balm of consolation to 
a troubled conscience, gaming and hunting 
formed the sole occupations of the clergy*. 

* Gregory of Tours, II. xxvii, 

•f Tlie most learned confined themselves entirely to 
the study oi' St. Augustio and St, Gregory ; and it is 
from passas^es selected out of those authors, and thrown 
together in heterogeneous confusion, that the best pro- 
ductions of tlic seventh century are compiled. Many of" 
the bi8hops~^vere so illiterate as to be utterly incapable 
of composing the insipid homilies, in which they ""l" 
dressed their still more ignonml congregations. Mosheiin. 
' J Schmidt. ■ 
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By degrees they put on the cuirass, and led chap. 
thar vassals in person into, the field. We M* 
must not however be induced, by our reve-" 
rence toward living examples, of morality and 
devotion, to imagine that the s*ord of th^ 
church vras invariably (Irawn in tlie, cause <>f 
justice, or in- defence .of injured innocience. 
Interest, ambition, ^nd party spirit, were not 
less active in atimulstthg the eccleaiastical 
than the secular knight to armsi Neither ^aa 
their religion of a purer cast. The miracles 
of the Gospel were frequentl/i engrafted on 
Pagan febles, and formed qti incongruous 
mixture, combining occasiotaUy the elegant 
mythology of Rome with the rude system of 
Polytheism which prevailed among the bar- 
barians of the north- 
Few causes seem to have operated more 
powerfully in retarding the progress of im* 
jirovement, than the prejudice which uni- 
"versally prevailed against every thing that wns 
of the growth of Rome. - This antipathy was 
80- strong, that the most useful inventions 
■ would have been immediately rejected if 
■berrowed from a Roman mc^del. It is pro- 
bable, indeed, that all remains of taste and 
Kterature would have irretrievably perished, 
pa except 

. ' ■ 0,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 
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tbA*.«TCfept for th* custom fn^&irly general in all 
,^J^- religious houses) of bllotting a certmn number 
T>f hours to the daily discharge of some biMiual 
occupation. The wish of diversifying their 
labours induced them someliimee to transcribe 
^ose Latin fttannscripts, whioh M;cid«nt!Edly 
^ into their hands; and thi« accounts at 
once for the numbers^ '^d the imu;oumcy of 
ancient cofues. Such too ^as the ignorance 
«f the clergy, that regoktions still exis^ 
■prohibiting the reception of any person into 
boly Cffders, unless hd h&d been previously 
taught to read. 

Of the tasts ^d genius of the; times, some 
opinion ttiay be formed from the works of 
, the old chroniclers. Even Gregory of Tours 
displays such excessive credulity* and so 
strong a predilection for ike marvellous, that 
it is no easy task to select from hia writings 
materials worthy the attention Of an enlighb- 
ened reader. The human understanding 
\8ays Fredigar) Evidently suiFws from the 
g^ieral decay of nature. So that it would 
be in vain for a writer of our t^e to aspire 
to the genius of men, who flourished wbfB 
the w0rU zsx^ in the full vigwr of yatftk. 

K 
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It may appear paradoxical to affinn* that chap. 
tlie situation of tbe people was deteriorated, in ^^* 
proportion aa tbe prerogatives of the cr9wn -^ 
were circumscribed. The remajrk however, 9« 
a little attention will' evince, i» correctly true, 
la lie days of Clovb, the word p^opU * was 
atemjofdirtinction, " Ow peopk" says thi» 
rude warrior in aletter to one of his bishops, 
after the battle of Poitiers *' desire, that when . 
yoi;i claim any of their prisoners, under pre- 
tence that they are vassals of the cburph, yoy 
would substantiate the denuipd upon oath." 
In more modern times, a Sovereign would in 
all probability have substituted we, for ou^ 
PEOPLE. Nothing besides can bo clearer, 
than that the people were always consulted in 
the division of the spoil ; and that the princ? 
dared not to dispose of any part of it, mthouf 
■ thdr co^fent. But^Bs the feuded system gmn^ 
ground, the power of the barons increased ; 
while the privileges of their vassals gradually 
dwindled away till they sunk into mere ci- 
phers; the'body of Uie people were considered 
in no otlier light, ihpn that of so much hve 

•Schmidt, II. vlj. 

s 3 iitock. 
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CHAP.stpck, attached to tlie glebe which they cul- 
. II. tivated. In process of time, the great nobUity 
became so formidable, that the sovereign was 
unable to carry on a war of which they did not 
approve ; and it was not uncommon for them 
to desert the royal standard, as soon as the 
• ' hope of plunder had ceased. This spirit of 
insubordination and self-interest deserves par- 
ticular notice, as it serves to throw some 
additional light upon the failure of many, im- 
portant expeditions, for which it would be 
otherwise difficult to account. Terrified at the 
increasing influence of the aristocracy, the 
short-iSighted monarchs had recourse to a re- 
medy, which eventually proved still more fetal 
to their authority, than the disease which they 
sought to remove. They chose one of the most 
powerful barons, and loaded him with fevours; 
hoping, under shelter of his protecting arm, 
to awe his rivals into submission. Having 
united the highest military command to the 
administration of justice, the maires du palais 
soon acquired a degree of authority, which 
totally eclipsed that of their royal principal. 
The ambition and jealousy of these haughty 
ministers proved the sources of incessant con- 
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tests between the rival nations of Austrasia '^^^p- 
and Netistrasia: while their boundless prodi-i_Y---' 
gality toward the chiefs of their own faction; 
80 completely exhausted the royal revenue,' 
tiiat Charles Martel was reduced to the 
necessity of granting ecclesiastical benefices 
to various lay-lords, as a means of satisfying 
their avidity ; this being the only branch of 
revenue which, had been , left untouched by- 
his predecessors. These gifts were commonly 
made on the usual conditions of feudal tenures, 
and were thus gradually converted into mi- 
litary fiefs. The abuses, arising from this 
^stera, were enormous. Many of these nomi- 
nal prelptes were hiarried, to the great scandal 
of the church. Neither was their way of life 
in buy respect different from that of the lay- 
barons» from whom they were distinguished' 
by their professional habit alone, which io 
compUance with vulgar prejudice, they some- 
times condescended to wear. It is thus ,only, 
that we are able to explain that martial spirit, 
which found it's way into the ecclesiastical 
profesMon, to the utter subversion of decency, 
morality, and social order. 
Though the crown was in a great measure 
F 4 - hereditary, 
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CHAF.hereditary*, yet among the northern natioaft 
"l _ tfae cons^t of the people wms imiversallj 
regarded as a necessary pr^iminary. No 
sooner had the reigning monu'di decided an 
^ie division of his states, than a national as- 
sembly was convened, in which the prince or 
piinces, destined to succeed, were elevated 
upon asliield, and pulJicly^aduiowledg^ as 
tiie legitimate heirs. 

We find, £rom the ancient annalists, that 
p£pin was anointed and crowned. Since they 
do not mention this however as a new cere- 
mony, we may fairly infer, that it w^ bo 
, innovation, but had been practised at the 
accession of other monarchs before his time. 

A kingdom wfis divided into a certain num- 
ber of districts (called pagi), each of which 
was iinder the immediate juriisdiction -of a 
couTit. Several of those combined constituted 
a province, and were subject to the superin- 
tendence of a duAie. The duties of these offi- 
ces may be sufficiently understood firom -f a 
patent, 

.* It seems to.have been entirely sowith respect to the 
idigning familtf, though it did no! always personally de- 
scend according to the direct line of succession, 
t Prtecipufe regtlis in hoc perfecta conlaudatur cle- 
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patent, whidi is preserved bj MarcuMis. xihaf. 
Indeed, there i^^rs to be litde ^lifferenoe^": 
ktlie twoo0ices,^xce{das to lie extettt of 
territory over ^ich dwy respectively pve- 
flded. A didie had, usually, ^evexai oonais 
subject to his audiority; though Aeae are 
instances io vhich the latter appear to hana 
been liable only to the ccoitrol of Toyalty^ 
without the intervention of any intermedkit* 
magistrate. From all existing docmneots it 
ii evident, tHM: the word count was mereljp 
an (^icial distinetian, and not an benttitay 

inen^a,ut inter cunctumpopulumbonitasetvig^lantiare^ 
quirattirpersonarttm. Nee facile cvilshet jujiciariamc(m~ 
. lenit comqtittere dignitattn, oiN pr'tmjides et ttrtttiataf. 
Tidentur esse probatse. Ergo dum et fidem 8t utilita- 
lem tu&m videmur hac c re compertam ideo aAionem 
f»mital&s, ducat^s, ftitriciaHa m pago illo, qaam an- 
lecenof tuus ilje usque atmc vbus cM ^isae, tibi a^ 
agendum, regcndumque ccHnatisimus. }Ea ut Eemper 
erga regimen nostrum fidem illib&tam custodias, Sc omnet 
popufi ibidem eemmaMntea, torn Fmiici, Romani, Bttr- 
gundioHei, vel retiqux xatiotut fu^ tuo regifiine deg^ 
4 moderentur, et eos recto Iramite serundvm legem 
tOHiueludinem eorum regas. Viditis I; pupiUis maximtii 
iefeiuor apparena. Lfftromim xetera a te rtprinntHlvri 
Vpopvli fienevivejitei, laHvregimntgaHdeiftei, decant 
conmtert qnieti. Et quiifquid de ipvi octitme injisd di- 
tienibtis speralar, per vosmet ipsos singuOt armh nostril 
4frma iMferaiwr, Marc. i. f. 

tithy 
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CHAp.AV/e, attached to a p^iicular iief. The 
, '^' qualifications, deemed requisite for this im- 
portant charge* consbted in loyalty and cou- 
rage. The first of these was of the greatest 
consequence at a period when civil feuds 

~ predominated with unbounded licence. The 
latter v/as the appropriate character of knight- 
hood, and was regarded as the type o^ every 
virtne. Ncidier of these offices were here- , 
ditory in their origin. Gregory of Toura 
^>eaks of a certain Feenius, ^»ifo sent his Boa 
Mammolus to the court of ^e of the Mero- 
vingian princes with a suinof money, in order 

, to purchase the renewal of his father's charge, 
■which was then about to expire. He ^further 
informs us, that the young man by a dexterous 
disbHrsement of the gold intrusted to him, 
procured the grant for himself. This circum- 
stance may serve to convince us, that the . 
science of intrigue-is not altogether of modem 

^ Invention. It is by no means easy indeed to 
fix the' exact period when such employments 
became hereditary. Many instances are to 
be met with in Gregory of Tours, of both 
dukes and counts havmg been removed. But 
cases of this nature appear in general to have 
been 
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teen regarded as signal marks of royal dis- chap. 
pleasure, and were by no means common. it 

To acquire ^n adequate idea of the form of '— *~^ 
government established in tliose dark ages, 
it will be requisite to take a hasty view of the 
different codes, which prevafled amon^ tiie 
northern nations. And as these have, in a 
great measure, served as bases for the more 
perfect superstructures of modem Juris* 
prudence, the inquiry cannot bo deemed 
altogether nugatory. 

It has been an object of laborious, and not 
Tery successful investigation to the antiquary, 
to trace the origin of the words Salic and JJt- 
puarian. The deBnitions of the former are 
DO less various, than they are fanciful and in- 
conclusive. The latter is probably derived 
from the Latin word ripariust as it relates to 
a people who inhabil;ed the banks of the 
Rhine, the Moselle, and the Scjielde. It re- 
quires but little penetration to discover, that 
both the Ripuarian and Salic codes originated 
-among a people who were subject to the errors 
of Pifganism*. They were subsequentiy re- 
formed by the first Cliristian princes, till they ,- ■ 

* Schmidt, II. viii. 



hyCoo^le 



96 ' aisTopif or thb 

enAP. wwe purged from their most striking absur- 
"' . dities, and rendered, if not agreeable, at least 
not repugnant to their newly-adopted faith. 
It is true that the most ancient manuscript 
copies of these codes with which we are ac-. 
quainted are all in the Roman tongue ; yet 
from the frequency of their striking allusions 
to Germah manners, many ingeoioua critics 
bave bei?n induced to suspect, that they veen 
originally composed in liiat language ; whil« 
national vanity is flattered by the idea, that 
they may serve to contradict the picture drawn 
by Tacitus, of the rude state of society among 
tiieir early progenitors. 

It is far from our intention minutely tff 
examine the merits or demerits of those ce* 
lebrated systems, which have so ably been 
elucidated by a more eloquent pen. W« 
shall confine ourselves to a few cursory re- 
marks, which may conduce to illustrate the 
subsequent pages. 

Perhaps no stronger argument can be ad*- 
duced to show the inefficacy of all civil insti- 
tutions for the preservation of peace, in a rude 
and barbarous age, than the various proviaiopf 
which so frequently occur, in the Salic and 
Ripuariaa 
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fiipuaiian codes, for the tennination of pH-CH^r. 
vate quarrels. In more p{>li^d aationji» the " ' . 
Isw atmoonces Itself in an au^oiitative tone. 
Among the early Qcnnansy it assumed t^ 
longua^ of persnasion, rather tl^n that of ^ 
command. ' Horace, in cases of homioide. it 
was more the object of the judge to pacify 
the relations of the deceased, than to punish 
ike criming ; to prevent the &tal conaequenoes 
of iamilj feuds, than to revenge the linjurjr 
vUtAi had beffli committed agiunst society,. 
The following anecdote is related by. Gregory 
of Tours *. A young man of Toumai, indig- 
nant at the ill-treatment which hb sister had 
received from her husband, fell u^n him with , 
the assistance of a select party of friends, and 
murdiered him vith many of Iiis attendants. 
The sifiray however was of so desperate a 
nature, lliat the youth himself, together with 
several of his companions, was slain in the 
struggle. It might now have been supposed, 
that the spirit of revenge was amply satisfied ; 
I)ut this was by no means the case. The 
honour of the deceased required a more copioai 

f X. xxvii. , ^ . 

: , effusiim 
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.CMAp.efiusion of blood. The relations and depen* 
^'- defnts armed on both sides. Not- a night 
passed but the citiz^is of Touraai were alarmed 
with the shrieks of murther, and the clash of 
swordij. Not a morning dawned, but they 
Were shocked - with the horrid spectacle of 
some friend, or relative, borne lifeless to the 
grave. Fredegunde, who to the disgrace of 
humanity, and of the female character, at that 
time reigned over a part of France, left no* 
.thing unattempted to appease their resent- 
ment.. But finding every effort ineffectual, 
she embraced a resolution, which while it dis- 
tjlays the fei-ocity of her own disposition, 
evinces the weakness of the civil' arm. Having 
invited the principal adherents of both factions 
to a splendid entertainment, under the spe- 
cious pretence of promoting a reconciliation, 
she plied them with wine, till they were inca- 
pable of resistance, ^d then caused them . to 
be massacred in cold blood. 
- One of the most crying abuses of the Ri- 
purian. and Salic codes was the spirit of ve- 
nality which they countenanced. Every crime 
^ was redeemable by a fine. The lives and 
members of men were taxed according to their 

rank 
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rank and profession, though these are ia many chap. 
iases in an inverse proportion to their real va- ^_^'' ^ 

tue ; an wcta or a leg being certainly of greater 
consequence, to a peasant than to a priest- 
Thus a tariff existed, by which a mad wa* 
always certain at what expense he might ill-' 
fringe the rights, or mutilate the ' bodies, of 
his feHow-creatares. A Frank was rated at 
twice as much as a Roman. What a degra- 
dation- to the ' vanity of that once proiid re- 
public ! and what a train of reflections might 
act this cir^^umstance excite, in a philosophic 
mind, on -the instability of human greatness. 
In tins respect, at lea^r, the Burgundians and 
Viagotha were more equitable. Murther 
among them was punishable with death,' with- 
wit the invidious distinction either of nation, 
or of condition. 

The absurdities, and inconsistenci^ of the i 
wrfeo/ trials are too familiar to every reader 
to require any additional comment. That by 
sngle combat appears to have been of Burgun- 
^an origin *,and to have migrated from them 

* The most ancient example of a duel being legalized 
by royal mandate, is iji the reign of Guadibald, king of- 
Borgundj. Voliaire, Hisr. Generale. 
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CBAPsto-theaflFBoundingbaFbtfiriaas*. Thifrsavag* 
!'■ custom- was unknown to theancieflts.. Csesap 

'" " ~^info«M H», that two-centurieM-ialtts army^ 
being jealous of each other,, agreed to-deeide- 
■ the quarrel hy ajtaa : not bjwevQr bj Mnbru- 
- ing their swords io each othCT's bloody bat by 
jerformmg the most briUiant expjotia i» the 
aarvice of their country. Xbe trial' was to! 
take place, during the ap|tfoaphir^ battle. 
After perfornuBg prodigies of valour^ one of 
them fell covered with wounds^ aaidrw^upon; 
tire- point of being t^Jten prisoner; when hisi. 
rival rushed to his assistajice, and risscued'him' 
irom the enemy. Such were the duela (^ 
Rome! Among the Fr^ks, the swereigft' 
seems to have presided in persMi in tiie pubbc 
courts ; aiid to have regarded the administratioh 
of justice as the most sacred, and most im-' 
■ portant. act of regal authority. By sorae of 
th&old'German writers, indeed, the Latin word' 

*Moatof the ancient iaw-books abound with oasea 
wtiich are to be decided by duel. Women and priest9 
appointed cfa^oipiwis to dofetKi- tlieir cause, and Httv 
revenged themselves by proxy. But there are not 
iimatiDg iiKtaulces, nheie tbs latter bave fouglit in 
B»iMta». Voltjusei^ibtd, 

regere 
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ttgere b tranalated by that o( judge. The chap. 
hng judges, iiistesd of governs. "*» 

Subordinate to the ro3'al tribunal alone, 
were those of the dukes and counts; who beld^ 
the second rank in the scale of ma^stracy. 
Their office is fi^quently termed ^igmtasju- 
didaria, a title whidi clearly proves, that theiV 
civil functions were in the highest estimation. 
Whenever * they were prevented from per- 
sonal attendance, or posably when the suit* or 
the litigants, were too inconsiderable to merit 
the notice of such dignified personages, they 
were represented by their vicars; from whose 
sentence there was an appeal to the chief 
magistrate in person. 

In order to render the proceedings more 
public, and to' fecilitate the appearance of a 
greaternumberofwitnesses, the tribunals were 
usually erected in the open air. For in c^es 
where purgation by oath was necessary, such 
precautions were indispensable. Many of the 
spots, dedicated to this purpose, are even now 
to be traced irt the etymology of the names 
of various German towns. No judge wa» 

•Scbmidt, II. viii. 
Vol. I. G allowed 
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CHAP, allowed to determine a cause, unless his shidd 
^ ■ /u' . _f ^y ^y ^^™" ^" *^^' '^'^®'' "^^ bearing processes, 
a decided preference was invariably given to 
the widow, the orphan, and the church. The 
laws were few and simple, and in a great 
degree dependent on the feelings of the ma^- 
strate. So that the tedious and expensive 
forms of modern jurisprudence were unneces- 
sary, and unknown. 

By the SaUc law females were incapable of 
succeeding to a military fief; a custom not - 
devoid of plausibility, when personal service 
wtt9 the characteristic of feudal dependence. 
But among the Burgundians, and Alemanni, 
this usage was never ihtroduced. 

No contributions were pwd to government, 
\mt such as were voluntary, and under th« 
title of free gifts. Military service was how- 
ever a most grievous burthen, in an age when 
the prince was involved in perpetual wars, and 
the vassal was obliged to take the field at his 
own'expense. Yet still the revenues of the so- 
vereign were for more ample than might have- 
been expected. The sources from whiih they, 
arose were the crown-lands, voluntar/ dona- 
tions, and a considerable share' in a fines 

and 
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aad forfeitures ; which, when misdemeanors of chap* 
every descriptitm were Subject to a pecuniary ^ ' • 
mulct, afforded no despicable resource. 

No sooner had the Franks over-run the,> 
greater part of Gennany, than they seriously 
occupied themselv^ in the salutary task of re* 
ducing into a regular form those local customs 
wiuch had hitherto supplied^ the place of laws. 
We are informed that Theodoric, the son of 
Clovis, assembled the most enlightened of his 
subjects at Ch^ons, for the express purpose 
of coHectirtg the laws of the Franks, the Ale- 
manni, and the Bavarians. . Having reviewed 
the code when complete, he made such alter- 
ations as he thought most conducive to the 
weHare of his subjefts, or to tlie support of his 
Own authority ; expunging those clauses which ■ 
were repugnant to his confined ideas of Chris- 
tianity. Childebert persevered in the same 
holy work, waging war against the errors of 
Paganism with a, spirit of acrimony which 
would have done honour to a monk. Clotaire 
II. had the credit of completing it, and 
merited by his zeal the encomiums of the 
church. This ardour for religion appearsj 
however, to have been the only claihi which 

. G 3 he . 
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CHAP. he possessed to the reputation of virtue ; but 
II'" prodigality to the clergy was, in those days, 
considered as a sufficient apology for eveiy 
crime. 

From various pass^es in those celebrated 
codes we may trace the original character of 
the Germans as described by Tacitus*. Their 
predominant passions, hunting and war, are 
manifest in the numerous edicts promulgated 
for the preservation of game, and in the high 
value attached to every animal which was 
in any way conducive to the sports of th« 
£eld. A hound, according to the Alemumic 
tariff, was rated twelve times higher than 
a cow ■^, and double the price of a horse ; a' 
hawk was equal to two serfs, &c.J 

Agriculture, though far from being carried 
to any tolerable degree of perfection, had tin- 

* lo the aaclent TliucingUa dialect a lance and a man 
Were synonymous termsl as were a.distqfaadAWornan: 
war being regarded as the occupation of the One, and 
ipinmng as that of the other. 

fSchmidti II. viii. 

% The same spirit of feudal tyranny may be traced 
even in the British code. To steal a hawk, according to 
Blackstone, i» felony, both by tlie common add the st&- 
*Mte law. II. 3LXV. 

doubtedly 
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(louhtedly madea considerable progress sinee c&ap. 
the days of Tacitus. We even find sererttl ^'' 
processes instituted to obtain the restitution 
of contested property. This circumstance 
proves, at least, that land was now become an 
object of general concern ; an opinion which is 
still ferther confirmed by observing, that the 
demarcation and division of farms were ascer- 
tiuned with some degree of accuracy ; and that 
certain formalities were used in the sale and 
purchase of estates. All these are consider- 
able steps toward civilisation. 

Grazing was in still higher repute, particu- 
larly in the mountEunous districts, if we may 
be allowed to judge from the wages given to 
those who were -employed in pastoral occu- 
pations. The pay of a shepherd, or swine- 
herd, was eqt^al to that of acock; ofamarshal, 
who had the inspection over twelve horses ; 
of a seneschal, who overlool^d the same num- 
ber of servants ; or of a smith. From this we 
may collect the high value attached by the 
Germans to their flocks and herds, or their ■ 
total indifference for a good dinner. 

War was the only occupation proper for 

free men, an honour too great for tlie degraded 

condition 
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CHAP, condition of a serf. This, perhaps, was one 
,''• of the most active causes of the immense po- 
pulation of the northern nations. Manufac- 
tures, war, and commerce are a continual 
drain upon a polished people. - Iii many coun- 
tries, also the impossibility of supporting a 
numerous family is a fatal impediment to mar- 
riage *. But in those days of plenty, when 
an increasJB of children was justly regarded to ■ 
be an increase of wealth, when health and vi- 
gour were the characteristics of youth, and 
men were not sunk into premature decrepitude 
by the necessary excesses of continual labour; 
population flourished to A degree which ap- 
pears almost incre^ble to us who have been 
accustomed from oqr cradles to a different 
acene. 

In proportion however as the habits of life 
assumed a more polished form, and a greater 
inequality prevailed in the distribution of 
wealth, the condition of the lower classes 
became gradually less comfortable. This 

* The leading position of Mr. Mattfaus, in his Essay on 
the Principle of Population, that mankind cannot live 
without eating, howevernovel in theory, has at least the 
. . merit of being prac^cally old. 

position 
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|»sition may at first sight be deemed para- 11, 
doxical, yet-itwili be found upon examination ^^h**"' 
to be true. At a time when * tradesmen and 
mechanics did not as yet constitute a distinct 
class in society, all the various toils, ■ requisite 
for the convenience or, comfort of the Lord, 
•were performed by his serfs. By them were 
the stones brought, and hewn, which were 
employed 'in building his castle; by them 
were the timbers prepared ; by them was the 
mansion erected. Works of this nature were 
no inconsiderable burthen, in an age when ■ 
those ingenious discoveries, which fecilitate 
labour, were unknown ; and when the summit 
of a hill was usually chosen for the proud abode 
of aristocracy : a custom which was almost 
anivers^ under the Merovingian and Carlo^ 
vingian kings, as may be inferred from the 

*- Id the time of CharlemAgae there was not a single 
dock in the whole extent ot his empire. But it was 
customary for every community to pay one or more 
persons whose business it was to cry the hours during 
night; a custom still existing in this country, nnd in 
many parts of Germany. It was usual also to compute 
time by nights, and not by days; and hence were bor- 
rowed the worJs se'nnight, fortnight, Stc. Voltaire, 
Essi ieur r Histoire. 

4} 4 frequent 
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CHAP, frequent ruins still to be met with in Germany 
^^- .and Switzerland. 

From a law of the Alemaniii we may form 
an opinion of the martial spirit of that people* 
and of the imperfect ideas which they enter- 
ttiined of justtcie. It enacts the punishment 
of a son who shall take arms agfunst bis fa* 
ther, and dispossess him of any of his fiefs, 
while he is in a situation to bear arms, to mount 
on horseback, or to render competent service tQ 
the king. By thisclause it appears, that from 
the moment a man was grown incapable, of 
performing his warlike exercises, he was. 
looked upon as dead in the eye of the law, 
just as he becomes so in modern times by 
taking the monastic vows. 

The superstition of the age requires no 
farther illustration, than what may be derived 
from the provisions of the law against sorcery, 
incantations, and witchcraft; The interference 
pf evil spirits, enchanted arms, magic spells ; 
in a word, every absurdity M'hich ignorance 
could devise, or credulity swallow, were rer 
garded as objects of sufficient weight to occupy 
the attention of 'the legislator, and excite the 
vigilance of the sovereign. 

A prejudice 
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A prejudice not less fetal threw all the chap. 
commerce af Europe into the hands of the "• 
Jews: while- the excessive duties imposed by 
every petty prince at the frontiers of his little 
territory, operated with continual force to 
the utter annihilation of all useful traffic. By 
raising the priceof every article of consumption* 
which was not the produce of his own domain* 
he thus placed most of the conveniences of life 
entirely out of the reach of the generality of 
mankind. With regard to the sciences of 
philosophy, natural history, astronomy, and 
medicine, it would be in vain to search for , 
them, in a systematic form at least, in those 
remote ages; since, with the exception of a 
few sohtary instances (such as Petrarch, Roger 
Bacon, &c.) they are almost entirely restricted 
to the three last centuries. 

The tranquillity which prevailed almost 
universally during the reign of Charlemagne, 
and which continued in Switzerland for a con- 
siderabletimeafterhisdeath, proved extremely 
favoumble to the progress of agriculture, and 
contributed to introduce a less ferocious, system 
into the habits and manners of society. We 
learn that about this period the vine began to 
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CHAP, be planted on the southern and westprft sides 
^i- of the most sheltered hills; and gradually 
spread itself in proportion as the forests of 
.Germany fell beneath the axe of industry, 
and it's morasses yielded to the spade of cul- 
tivation. The mansions of the nobility, like- 
wise assumed a more commodious aspect; nor 
was defence any longer the sole object which 
their owners had in view. The adjacent lands 
presented an appearance of comfort and secu- 
rity, far more congenial to the feelings of hu- 
manity, than war with all it's proudest accom- 
paniments. Villages arose in every vale: while 
the smile of content, which was visible on the 
brow of the Helvetic peasant, distinguished 
him from his more northern neighbours, and 
plainly indicated that he was already in pos- 
session of privileges, placing him fan above the 
degraded condition of a slave *. 

' * For a more detailed account of tbe state of society^ 

manners, and science in the middle ages, compared with 
modern times, I must refer the reader to Professor 
Mciner's excellent work, Vbbqleicbung der 

SiTTEN. 
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CHAP. III. 

Carldvingian Race — Boson — Division of the Bur- 
gundian Monarch/ — Rodolpkus — Helvetia 
united to the Germfin Empire—Pretensions of the 
Court of Rome — Inefectual Oppositi(m qf the 
Emperors — Bet:told of Zarm^en. 



-LiEWIS the DebonairCt who succeededcuAi*. 

his father Charlemagne, was formed by na- iii. 
ture for the austere offices of a cloister ; but J^, j,, 
unfortunately for his own reputatioh, and the ^'3- 
happiness of a powerful nation, he was destined 
by birth tq wield a sceptre. Possessing qua-' 
litiesj whicn might have enabled him to walk 
withoutreproach in the humble paths of private 
life, his very virtues became 'blemishes on the 
throne. . Mistaken piety rendered him neg- 
ligent of the duties of royalty, while the faci- 
lity of his temper exposed bim to continual 
errors, from a shameful condescension to the 
caprices of an ambitious wife. The clergy took 
advantage 
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,CHAP. advantage of his weakness, and fattened on 
'^'' the spoils of the impoverished state. Charle- 
magne and Pepin had, indeed, set the exam- 
ple by their imprudent liberality to the see 
of Rome. But policy, perhaps, was not with- 
out it's share in those prodigal donations*. 
This, however, the contracted genius of Lewis 
was incapable of discerning; so that, when he 
ventured to imitate his predecessors^ it was 
their defects alone which he copied. 
844— His descendents, who ' were continually 
^5^- occupied in domestic feuds, had Httie 

* It was natural for princes, whose titles were dubious, 
to employ every method of cultivating friends. With this 
view, they distributed among the clergy those donations 
which hud been formerly reserved i'or their generals. 
From meiij who were bound by the duties of religion, they 
expected greater fidelity than from savage warriors 
enured to blood. They also flattered themselves that, 
through the infiuence of the bishops, they might be en- 
, abled to appease the turbulence of faction, and to restrain 

their lay-vassals within the line of duty. Mosheim, II. 
62. 

Carolus magnus, pro coatundend& gentium iUarum 
feroci^, omnes pen^ terras eclesiis contulerat, consitio- 
sissim^ perpcndens, nolle sacri ordinis homines, tarn fiicile 
qtifim laicos, (idelitatem domint rejicere.' Praeterea, ei 
laici rebeliarenl, illos posse excommunicationis auctoritatr 
pt potentis Geveritate compescere. Will. Maim. V. 

l^isurf 
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fcasure for other concerns. The barcms took chap* 
advantage of the distracted state of public '"v 
a^rs to encroach upon the prerogatives of 
the crown, and to acquire an independence, 
which not only rendered them formidable to 
the r^gning piinces, but was ultimately pro- 
ductive (l>f another change in the dynasty ol 
France. 

During the reign of Lothiure II. Hubert, 
vhom he intrusted with the government of 
Transjurane Burgundy, and whom he impru- 
dently offended by repudiating his sister, 
raised the standard of rd>ellion. His first 
step was to declare the whole country, over 
which he presided, an independent state, . 
and then to render himself master of it, under 
the title of duke. His triumph, however, 
was of ^ort duration. Conrad, Count of 866. 
Paris, marched against him at the head 
of a numerous army, and having defeated 
him in a decisive battle, received the in- 
Testiture of Burgundy as the reward of his 
services. -■ 

About the same period, Count Boson gave s^g. 
a still more fatal blow to the declining power . 
«f the Carlovingians. Boson was highly 
endowed 
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CHAP, fendowed b}? nature/with those splendid qU9' 
III. lities whith captivate applause. His military 
exploits had raised himtx>a pre--emineDt station 
among the heroes of the age. . The generosity-, 
or rather prodigality, of his disposition, secured 
the affections of the people. His sister, ■ the 
beautiful Richilda, was the avowed ^vourite 
of Charles the Bald^ to whom some authors 
' pretend that she was privately married. By 
her unbounded influence Boson hadatljained 
to the first dignities of the empire, and re- 
ceived the hand of tlie Princess Hermengarde, 
the only daughter of the Emperor Lewis II. 
Such brilliant distinctions were, however, by 
no means sufficient to satisfy the ambition of a 
man, whose views expanded with his fortune. 
In his opinion, nothing was obtained, while 
any thing remained to acquire. It is the 
remark of an ingenious writer, that men of 
common abilities wait for occasions while 
those of superior talents create them. The 
death of Lewis the Stammerer opened a new 
field to the enterprising spirit of Boson. H^ 
saw the possibility of possessing anindependent 
crown. His soul caught fire at the alluring 
prospect, and devoted every fiiculty to it's 
attainment. 
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att»nment. In an age of superstition the chap. 
influence of the clergy is unbounded. Happy ^ri. 
would it have been for mankind had it been 
unitbrmly exerted in the cause of virtue \ But 
ambition is represwited, by our great poet, as 
the sin by which th^ angels fell. It was the 
passion to which Boson applied. By nature 
liberal, he now grew profijse. Every, things 
that wore' an ecclesiastical habit, was over- 
whelmed with favours. Neither was Hermeri- 
garde inactive, but seconded the projects of 
her husband with the resistless logic of wit 
and beauty. Such arguments are seldom 
ineffectual. Every eye was turned toward 
Boson, as the only person capable of filling' 
the vacant throne. Virtues, talents, piety, de- 
signated the favourite of heaven. Nobles; 
clergy, people, were equally unanimous in his 
favour. A. general assembly was convened' 
at Vienne, in Dauphiny, when the Burgundian 
sceptre was publicly tendered to the aspiring' 
duke. Bcson had now attained the summit 
of his wishes, but prudence still directed his 
conduct. He played his pact Hke an experi-. 
enced politician ; aftected surprise at the une«- 
pected offer; pleaded inabiUty to undertiUte 

th« 
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CHAP, arduous task; and retjuestsd a delay c^ three 
, "'• . days, before he returned a final answer, that 
in solitude and retirement he might con- 
sult the inclinations of Providence. Boson's 
scruples, as we may easily believe, did not 
require lAUcb casuistry to ren^ove them ; nor 
were the prelates so little versed in the arts 
pf a court as to be backward in urging 
their suit. The iiat of heaven was given by 
the unerring voice of episcopacy, and Bosob 
declared to be the elect of God. The cere- 
mony of his coronation immediately ensued ; 
and he received the crown from the hands of 
the archbishop of Lyens, amid the accla- 
mations of his new subjects ; so that no title* 
divine or human, seemed, any longer wanting 
to consolidate bis authof ity *. , 

No sooner were the weak descend^ts of 
Charlemagne informed of, this transackioiiy 
than they sprung from their lethargic slumbersy. 
and prepared to infUct a signal vengeance on 
the ungrateful re))el, whose rapid fortune had 
been, in a great measure, the work of their 
own creation. That their iiidignaticm was 

• mul'er, I. si'u 

just 
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just it is impossible to deny ; uhlessnieladnritClfLAP.' 
^dangerous maxim, diat ta1eiit8:QloBB grve ^ ^^' _, 
aclaimto greatness. But tiiecorrapt minds 
of these degenerate princesiceFe little caI-> 
culated for heroic etEertion. TpeadKiy veki 
more congenial to their ehavacter ; and eiipA 
rience had taught diem the^ efficacy <rf' cor-i 
roption. Yet to their conftision they; disj , 
covered, that there is a power more permanent 
than any which terror can erect, of gold (ad 
overturn. They found that the HoNARcn« 

WHO REIOKTS IN THE ISEAHTB or HIS 
PEOPLEj IS SSCUJtE' AeFAlifST EVEKT 

ATTACK. Foiled in their base. atte]iDptst 
they had recourse to a more hondorable sys- 
tem, and flattered themselves to nicceed bj* 
force, where perfidy had failed. A co^bbit 
"was in consequence > fdilmed "betrweoB L«wi* 
SHid Carloman (the joint successors of i Lewis 
tiie Stammerer), Mid the emperor Charges h 
Gros. Their united forces' entered ^ Burv* 
gandiui territory, wd laid siege to Vienbe^ 
Boson had prudently withdi^wn from the: first 
mlencc of the storm to aiplace of security, 
in the neighbouring mountains, leaving the. 
defence of his capital to Heni^cngarde ; who 
'- Vol. I. H proved 
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CHAP4>roved he»elf Torthy of the important trust, 
tii. By her example she animated the timid, 
by her pnuses she encoun^ed the brave. 
The citinens (XMipo-ated with the soldiers. 
Their resistance was (fetehniaed and obstinate^ 
ToUs and hardships were forgotten^ while 
beauty shared them, and cheered the sufieret 
with a smife. On the part of the assfulants, 
the siege proved languid fuid ill-conducted. 
Unaccustomed to any fatigues but those of 
pleasure, Lewis fell sick and died. This event 
was followed by a fiesh incursion of the Nor- 
mans upon the oMists of Fruice. Carloman 
tremUed for bis capital, and drawing off his 
army marched against the invaders, having 
first concluded a hasty -peace with Boson, 
ythosB daughter he marriei. Thus the whole 
weight of tfad war fell on the feeble «mpeK)r^ 
wlvo indingbis forces too much weakened by 
the defection of his «Uy, to leave any hope 
ef success, immediately entered into a nego- 
tiatipn ; and a trea^ was shortly concluded, 
<Hi condition that Boson should be left in 
tranqnil possession of the Burgundian crown, 
provided he would consent to hold it as a 
fief of the empire, 
. . . , The 

■A.., . 
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The defect of accurate in&nnation'rbideT8<;BAP;> 
the transactions of these times at best u»- ^i^' 
certain. Such indeed is the' want of. ma-. 
teriaU, that it is a task <rf no inconsiderate r 
labour to the luatorianito preserve the appear- 
ance of regularity, or ,chroncdogical order* 
From the termination of the irar with the em- 
peror, the reign of Boaon is clouded with 
obscurity. We only IcArn that he governed- 
Burgundy, during a period o£ nineteen years- 
with visdom and moderation, and died nni- 
versally beloved and regretted. Probably, 
nothing may be required except an adequate! 
biographer, to place ^e character of this great' 
man in a more conspicuous .point of view ; a cir- 
cumstance, which perhaps has operated more 
forcibly than great men are- ready to acknow*- 
ledge, in fixing our ideas df heroic worth. 

Bason was .succeeded by bis son Lewis*, 
vbo was a iminor Eit'his ^th^'3 death, and 
destitute of every support,; ftscept what tba 
spirit and capacity pf his moti:ier could supply. 
The efforts erf a woman 'however are seldom 
efficacious, when opposed to the turbulence 
of ambition. It is imposable for u» to enter. 

'MuDer, hxH. 

u 2 .:-.-/ minutely 

■ ^* ■ 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



lOO ■ HISTORY or. THB 

ohaP. rainul^ into the details of these stormy 
III. twoes; for materialaarewantii^. Yet from 
t^ little which ve can collect, it appears 
that a var between Lewis and his barons 
terminated in the diviaon of ^ae Burgundian 
monarchj. The southern provinces remained 
to the son of Hsrmengardey i*ith the title of 
Count of ProvenoB ; vhite the northern, or 
Helvetic part, was wrested from hira by Ro> 
dolphus (a son of that Ciuirad who obtained 
the investiture of Transjurane Burgundy, after 
lite defeat of Hubert) and was by him erected 
into an independent state, the tranmctioas of 
which are more intwaately coimected wit^ ik& 
aSmvB of Switzevki)d. ■■ 

This prince eng^jsd m a warlike contri- 
tion with Arnold, Emperor of Germany, about 
the year 8^; freffi' which, itotwithstaading 
hfs disproportionate power, he escttped with- 
out material loss. From this circumstance it 
is probable, that he was endowed with pru- 
dence and mihtatty talents. After a reign of 
twenty-two yieaw, during which he is sup» 
posed to have extended Ihs dommion over 
several' of the adjaceDt provinces, he was soc- 
ceeded by his ddest son, whose name was 
iikewi^ Kodolphua. 
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The elevation of Conradi, duke of Fran-CHAPi 
conia, to tlie imperial thrane in 913, esta- m- 
Uished an eternal line of sepaxation between 
France and GermsDy; Sa that, from this 
peiiod, the history of Helvetm is entirely iin^ 
connoted with that of the fonner country. 

During die feeble government of the Car^ 
lovin^^ line, many of* the great German 
barons, in imitation of their compeers iri 
France, had shaken off all subordination to 
the imperial crown : while the clergy, no lesi 
active aivl enterprising, took advantage of 
the distracted state of puhUc af&irs, to lay 
ifae fomidations of that ^gantic power, which 
affords the most memorable example of , 
die weakness and the cunning of man* 
kind. ' This struggle for superioirity gave rise 
to frequent contests between those potent 
orders, which were sometimes supported, 
on the part of the church, with a degree 
of animosity not entirely consistent with 
our ideas of a profession, whose ■ leading 
tenets are charity and peace. Rodolphus II. 
•as long engaged in the troubles of Italy. 
Called by the leaders of a triumphant faction 
to the throne of Lombardy, he supported 
H 3 ' himself 
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CHAP.himself for some years, in that precarious 
^11* dignity with credit and reputation. Till find- 
. 920, ing from faXeX experience, that no depen- 
dence could be placed on the fidelity of a 
people, by whoih perfidy was considered as 
the characteristic of genius, he prudently re- 
solved to abandon, a situation where courage 
was fruitless, and precaution inefTectual. Re- 
nouncing therefore his pretensions in fiivour 
of Hugh, or Hugo, count of Provence, he 
withdrew to hw hereditary states*. 

Rodolphus lived on the most cordial terms 
of friendihip with the emperor Henry I. who. 
assiduously courted his aUiaiice with the hope, 
that hy his, assistance he might balance the 
growing power of the house of Suabia. From 
him he received the investiture of several im- 
perial fiefs, which lay contiguous to his patri- 
monial dom^ ; and, as an adequate return, 
he presented the emperor with a lance, sup- 
posed to be th^t which pierced the side of 
Christ on the cross -f-. A modern negotiator 
would probably smile at the mention of such 
an equivalent. But anecdotes of this nature 

♦MuUer. tibid. 
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af&rd a clearer insight into the spirit of thecif ap: 
limes, than volumes of elaborate disquisition, n*- 

The restless temper of the Italians induced 
them, once more, to place their crown at the 
feet of'Rodolphus. But Hugo, ^prised of 
their intentions, despatched ui embassador to 
Lis rival, ofiering^ him Provence, provided he 
was left in tranquil enjoyment of the Lombard 
throne. The proposal was too tempting to be 
withstood. Hugo however, if royalty were his 
object, had ample cause to repent the bargain; 
for he was afterward drivai from hi* capital 
in' a popular tumult. But good is frequently 
educed from ill.. He retired to a sequestered 
spot in Switzerland, where under the habit of 
a monk he devoted the remainder of his days 
to acts of benevolence and devotion. 

The situation of Rodolphus was widely dif- x 
&rent. In the meridian of life he enjoyed the 
full reward of prudence, and in a scene of active 
virtue contributed essentially to the happiness 
of thousands. His dominions stretched from 
the banks of the Rhine to the Mediterranean ; 
commanding the most important passes of the 
Alps, and comprehending the finest provinces 
of southern France. His reputation was great, 
■and unblemished; his power extensive, and 

built 

Djgn,-.rihyG'OO^Ie 



104 HISTOST or THB 

CHAP, biiitt on the only solid basis, the afiections of 
"^his people. In the midst of this delightful 
prospect, and at an age when he might reason- 
ably have anticipated a continuance of honouv- 
; aUe repoae, he was snatched away by the hand 
of death* before he had a son enable of aa- 
fltuning the adnunistrali<»i of the realm *. 

During his minority Conrad was commit^ 
tfed to the care of Libo-f- bishop of Lausanne, 
a prelate of distinguished merit, who ai^KWS 
to have executed the important trust with pru- 
dence and abili^. At least the condtict of 
the young prince, when arrived at years of 
dbcretion, wis of a nature to reflect the high- 
est credit upon those who superintended his 
education. His fe.ther's example seems to have 
been tlie model on which he endeavoured to 
form his character ;. nor could a better have 
been easily found. From him he learned the 
advantage of an alliance with the imperial 
throne ; and, in adherence to this plan, he 
maintained the closest amity with the emperor 
Otho, who married his sister Adelaide. By 
his moderation and firmness he in a short 
time reduced into proper subordination the 
•MuUer. tI4 
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factious spirit of the nobility, which under a chap. 
less judidous prince might hsive occasioned 
the loss of Provence- The Hnns during this 
reign first infested the firontiers of Burgundy^ 
and by their destructive inroads spread unir 
versal consternation. This active monarcl^ 
marched in person against the invaders, ao4 
havmg defeated them in a decisive battle, 954. 
resitored confidence and tranquility to. his 
dominions. 

Upon the death of Conrad a ^neral assem^ gg^ 
bly was held at Lausanne, when his ^on Rodol- 
phus was raised by unanimous sufTmge to the 
throne* The character of the new king was lib. 
tie calculate for an age, when prudence and 
energy were indispensable to support the digh 
pity of a thrown. Weak, irritable, andsevere, he 
exhibited during his ftdministration a sncce»- 
sionof actions rashly undertaken, injudiciously 
pursued, and di^rdcefuUy abandoned. At th^ 
commencement of his reign he contrived to 
alienate the affections of the nobility, by an 
unjust attempt to deprive one of the most 
considerable of that power^ order of his pa« 
irimonial estate. Such an outrage at a later 
period, when royalty and religion bad entered 

into 
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CHAP, into a dangerous compact against the liberties 
^J ^* of mankind, might have passed unnoticed, or 
at most have been conaidered as no extraor- 
dinary stretch of prerogative. But the rigid 
spirit of these uneourtlj warriors was not 
sufficiently softened- by corruption to bead 
submissively beneath the yoke of despotism. 
This violation of private property was justly 
regarded as an injury to the whole body. 
Every individual felt that to be silent was to 
authorise oppression. He, who to-day con- 
nived at injustice, might to-morrow become . 
it's victim. A meeting of the barons, in con- 
sequence, took place; when it was resolved 
to publish ^Q address to the nation, stating 
their grievances, and asserting their privileges. 
It was drawn with all the boldness of meo, 
who knew the value of freedom, and in a style 
which proved that they were prepared to 
defend it. — " Rodolphus (it was alleged) owed 
** his crown to the voluntary choice of the 
" people, and not to any vain claim of divine 
** hereditary right. By his office he was ap- 
•' pointed the first magistrate of a free state': 
■" he was intrusted with the administration of 
** justice, for the public benefiti and was 
" accountablo 
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" accountable for his actions to those (iromcHAP; 
" whom his power was derived. That so' long I ii- 
" as he fulfilled the duties of- his high statiwi 
*' for the general advantage of his subjects lie 
*• was entitled to their obedience, and should 
•• receive every tribute of respect, which had 
" been offered to the most glorious of his pre* 
" decessors by a grateful and happy people. 
" But the very moment he transgressed the 
" fundamental principles of government, and 
" attacked the constitution in it's vital parts, 
** the compact ceased ; and under such circum- 
** stances the duty of self-preservation became 
•* paramount to every other obligation." Such 
language carried conviction. It. derived it's 
force from the immutable dictates of reason, 
and nature* and was proof agjunst all the 
sophistry of a court*. 

A general combination was now formed 
against the weak and irresolute monarch, who 
beheld himself upon the very brink of destruc- 
tion. No hope was left him, but in the inter- 
ference of his aunt, the empress Adelaide, who 
by her exemplary piety and benevolence had 

*MuUer, Diimar, 
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CHAP.aerited aniversal esteem. Her virtues c^w* 
"I- rated on the minds of the Burgundiwis with 

^"""^^ greater eflfeft than all, the warlike prepara- 
tioDs of their indignant sovereign. By her 
mediation a compronuse took {4ace» wid 
peace was once more established, without 
any material sacrifice on the part of her 



Unfortunately however for his interests, 
Adelaide did not long survive this reconcili'- 
fttion. Her loss was irreparable. Rodolphuv, 
abandoned once more tahisown discretion, was 
carried away by the current of passion, like s 
vessel bereft of it's pilot. His situation grew 
«very day more deplorable. His treasures 
had been lavished with heedless prodigality, 
ntor did he know where to turn for supplies. 
Every thing was attempted*. Tlie ecclesias- 
tical benefices were kept vacant, that their 
revenues might afford a tonporary relief; or 
bes1y)wed upon unworthy objects, as the fruits 
ef servility, or the recompense of apostasy. 

Measures so unpopular were little calcu- 
lated to produce a radical cure in wounds, 

whicH 



hyGoot^le, 



HELTSTIC »fiPVBl.lbS. 10^ 

barely seared bythe skill of Adekkle. AchaPw 
feesh •form seemed gathering ajace ; till ''^_'_^ 
BodoIf^wSj abandoned by every party, and 
iocapftble of finding any resources in the 
energy of his own exertions, beheld no hope 
(tf salvation but in the protection of the 
imperial throne. To this therefore he fled 
for sheteei!, and in order more effectually 
to ensure his support he dedared the em- 
peror, Henry II. bis heir. Odo, or Eudes, 
oount of Champagne, who was nephew to, 
Ae king, being the son of his sister Bertha, 
learned with indignati<»i a transaction, the 
avowed object of which was destnictiver 
to his future prospects. Rodolphus, indeed, 
was sunk too low to- excite any s^itiment, 
except that of cotiteaipt. Bat Ym own in- 
terest was too nearly coacemed to suffer 
Eades to continue a tnuiqnil spectator of thi» 
ifliquitous negotiation between pusillanimity 
md injustice. Neither was the treaty 'I4es' 
unpopular among the Burgundiaiis, than pre-' 
judioid to the count of Champagne. Tfeey 
Rivelted at the idea of being traiwferred to » 
Gemon master ; and felt themselves impelled^ 
bythe necessity of the case, to act upon thw 
maximf- 
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CBAP.maxinu which they had so recently established* 
m> A generalinsurrection took place, at the head 
of which i^tpeared William, Count of Poitiers, 
a man equally cQns{ucuou8 for his illustrious 
descent, his large posnessions, and bis mili-. 
tary exploits. Ternfied at the approaching 
danger, the timid monarch fled with his queen 
to Strasbourg ; wba'e be threw Jumself at 
the emperor's feet, acknowledging himself 
the vassal of the imperial crown- Henry 
looked down upon the wretch with scorn ; and 
would in -all probability have abandoned him 
to his &te, had he not been influenced by a 
passion more active than that of pity. The 
ipoment was favourable for the execution of 
bis projects of ambition, and he stipulated for 
za immediate surrender of the Burgimdiaa' 
crown, before he would consent to take a sin- 
gle step in defence of it's degenerate master. 
It could hardly be supposed, that a bigh- 
(ipirited people would taipely submit to be 
bartem:i;i Uke cattle, at 'the \vi)l of an 
arbitrary master. The conduct of tlie 
Burgundians at this , rnomentous crisis was 
fijich as their magnanimity gave reason to 
expect. Refusing to acknowledge a sove-. 
reign 
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tagn whose^ authoiity was ulisanclioned by chap. 
^ir own consent, they armed in defence ^i^- 
of their dearest rights. Th^e g^iiits of Henry 
was not fonned to recede. He felt all the 
importance of the acquisition and resolved 
nerer tamely to relinquish it. Both parties 
pr^red for the field, but with very op- 
posite prospects. The situation of the Bur- 
gufidians was eocompasaed with difficulties. 
Composed of y«nous provinces, they dif- 
iered iq their language and customs, not less 
than in their laws aqd franchises. Their 
t^jects therefore could not be uniform, and 
though they were animated with the love of 
iddepsidence* which is capable, of giving birth 
to die noblest achievements, that ibtimate 
union waa wanting which is the soul and 
eaaence of popular confederacies. 

The imperial army under the comniand of 
Werner bishop of Strasbourg, having entered 
the Burgundian territory, advanced by rapid 
marches to the lake of Geneva, ivhere the 
insurgents were posted under the Count of 
Poitiers *. A general engagement took plac^ 
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CRAP- die eraftt of whicb pi'oved unpropitiom to the 

III. caHse of liberty. So complete indeed w^ 

1030. the sLtccess of the iinperialisis, that nothing 
bat unconditional submisnon remaiaed t^ 
tiie vanquished. 

1029. Oathe decease of Heniy, ■who ^lea ynta>- 
out is3u* during the life of Rodolphus, tt 
firesh dmtest arose &>t the Bufgundian sceptic. 
By the feudal hiw it devolved to the co«nl 
of Chan^agne, who claimed it in right of 
bis 'mother the sister of Rodolphira. But the 
hew emperor Conrad having tiiarried a daugh- 
ter of Gisella, who was a yieunger sister of 
the same prince, thought fit to assert his title: 
though his wife» wlio was the widow of Ernest 
duke of Suabia^ had children by h^r formei' 
husband; of whom, supposing Eudes to have 
been entirely «ut of the qufestioft, the eldest stinf 
woatd have undoubtedly 'poaflts^ the right in 
dispute. I^imSng therefore how little he had 
to expect firomtuiy plea df ebnaanguinity, the 
enrfly emperor setup a n^w pretension; desert-' 
ting tha^the kingdom of Burgundy had been 
ftiMexe'd to the imperial crown by -the donation 
of Rodolphus, and that it consequently de- 
volved on him, m the head' of tbe Gemianic 
body* 
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body. Diiferences of this nature can be de-CHAP., 

termined by the sword alone ; and to that both "^■ 
|>arties now appealed. The war was supported 
^vith vigor ; and trades though unsuccessful was 
not subdued. When unable to &ce hia enemy 
in the field he had recourse to negotiation. 
Temporary suspensions took place on the faith.. 
of treaties, whidi were constantly violated by 
the count, whenever any favourable change 
of circuinstances afibrded the faintest prospect 
of better fortung. Hostilities were in this 
manner protracted for several years, till fall- 
ing in a decisive Imttle, near Bar-Ie-duc, Eudes 10381 
left his rival in undisputed possession of the. 
ccmtested throne *^ Delivered from the dread 
of a competitor, Conrad found nothing want- 
ing to' confirm his title but a circumstance 
which has seldom much weight in the opinion, 
of conquerors, the consent of his subjects; and 
this he had thewisdom not totally to despise^ 
Having previously g£uned over some . of the 
leading men, he summoned a genei:al assembly 
ef the states at Soleure, and c^sed his . son 
Henry to be ekcted khig-t*- . 

* Barre, Histoire d'Alltniilgrie. 

t Eiquefidelitatein do^d juraie fecit. Wlpo^ 

' Vgi..I. I Henry 
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CHAP. Henry III. after his father's death united 
J,i ^ ' . the whole of Switzerland to the imperial crown, 
and omitted nothing which prudence could 
dictate for the re-establishtittent of order and 
good government. Civil di3st;nsions are in 
general productive, of the -most atrofjjbu* 
alDuaes. The support of the great is of too 
much importance to the contending f^rtips^ 
to allow them to regiilate their conduct with 
tJiat vigilance, which in an age of barbairisni 
is essential lo public peace. The^ castles of 
fhe nobility had of late years been converted 
ihtothe receptaclesof pluiider, Tbeirhaiighty 
owners bid defiance to the law, arid seemed 
to regard the privilege of oppressing .their in- 
feriors as their most valuaWe prerogative. 
The tribunals of justice were forsaken, and on 
the slightest difference an appeal was made 
to the sword. To prevail upon such men to 
lay aside their ferocious habits, and to submit 
to what they considered as ^/eiewn forms of 
law, demanded a degree of perseverance and 
moderation w^ich is the Itot of few. Th* 
hope of promoting public utility, however, 
stimulated the emperor to the attepipt; aad 
he had the satisfection to iind, -that bis'dn- 
■ tie«tV(^r& 
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deavouis were ulliniately crowned with soccesa; CH A^* 
When the voice of persuasioil proved irieffec- i^Tv. 
tual severity was employed. 3ereraT castles 
%ere levelled with the ground ; while tribnnala 
were instituted at Zuric and Soleure^ to ther 
deciaons of which it at length becaine no dei 
giiadakion to submit*; 

Unfortmiately for mankind the elFeets of 1656: 
these salutary institutions were feir from being 
permanent, if^otwithstanding, all the great 
and brilUaat qualities of Henry |V. his reign 
was litUe calculated to promote dohiestlc tran- 
quillity. It would be foreign to our subject 
t^ enter in£o a detail of the nienrarabie cov^ 
troversy between the JMipes and the einpei'ors, 
which so long distracted t^ie Christian world. 
Yet it ia ditficuli to suppress our indignation; 
When we behold th^ successor of the huhibl6 
Peter, the "r^resentativ^ of a Monarch ;wh(* 
disdaimed all temporal grandeursj ^d ex- 
pressly declared that his KiSfCDOM was 
SOT OF THIS WORLD, insolently trampling 
upon the impenal diadem; and in the {^tensy 
•f presumption arrogating t6 hittiself a pa^ 

* Stumpf. Giullinlaii. . 
. I 3 famount 
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CHAP^ramount dominion ovei* all the potentates ot 
I*'* theearth. Such, however, were tKe pretensions 
of the haughty Hildebrand, when seated in 
the pd.pal chair, under the hateful title of 
Gregory VII *. Such, -likewise, was the blind- 
ness of the age, that the servility of thft 
people kept pace with the arrogance of the 
monk. Nay, we find that even those who 

* HildebraDd was a man of superior genins and 
' botiodless ambition. Bold, enterprising, and sagacious, 
nothing could escape his penetration, or intimidate hi* 
courage. With an aspiring eye he looked up to uni- : 
vetsai empire, and laboured to attain his end with a | 
•pirit of perseverance which was neither impeded by- 
di$cu)dea, nor deterred by opposition. But being 
d^tit^te of eVery virtuous principle, and, deaf to the 
dictates of religion, he threw Europe into confusion bj 
die turbulence of his character, and the arrogance of 
bispretensiwis. Not satls6ed with extending the power, 
and augmenting the revenues of the see of Rome, he 
embraced the daring project of rescuing the church from 
fillextraheouBJuiisdiction; while, at the sapie time, he 
aimed i^tjestabUshing m uithority in dvil affairs equally 
extensive aiid tyrannical'- Wjth this view, he is stud to 
have formed the p1^ of convening annually at Rome 
an ecclesiastical synod, to which all disputes between 
christian priagep phould betubmitted-, atad by whom the 
destiny of patioqs should be decided, That Hildehrai^ 
seriously indulged in this chimerical project we lesm 
from his own epistles, as well as from many other autben* 
tic documenu. iMosheim, tl. 490. 

J. . ■ wew 
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\rere most deeply interested in opposing so chap., 
execrable a tyranny were proud to enlist un- ^'** 
der the banners of the church. Abandoned 
by all, the high-spirited emperor was obliged 
to drink the cup of humiliation to it's very 
dregs. Prostrate, in the garb of a suppli- , 
cant, at the feet of the implacable priest, he 
vas compelled to expiate, in all the bitterness 1077, 
of a broken heart, the atrocious crime of hav- 
ing dared to assert his hereditary rights with 
the courage of a man, and the dignity of a 
sovereign. Forgetting that the conimon cause 
of royalty was hazarded in this conflict, a con- 
siderable part of the German princes took arms 
in fiivour of the, pope ; and adopting the abo- 
minable maxim, tliat subjects were ■ absolved 
from all allegiance to an excommunicated 
princct they deposed Henry, and elected 
Rodolphus <^uke of Suabia in his stead. 

At a period like this, the splendor of a fe;- 
mily depended so entirely on the character of 
it's chief, that nothing is more common than 
to 6nd names, before unnoticed, bursting on 
a sudden from their native obscurity, to 
occupy a conspicuous place upon the great ' 
theatre of human enterprise. The house of 
I 3 Zaringea 
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CHAP. Zaringen was of this description. Bertold ha4 
'_" • been one of the mo^t active supporters of 
io;8. Rodolphus in his pretensions to ^e imperial 
throne, and after his death became the soul 
of that faction which stitl adhered to the court 
of Rome. Unable any longer to oppose the 
formidable power of Henrj, and finding his 
party gradually declining he gave ^ay to, 
despondency, sunk into a settled niel^cholya 
and died of a broken heart *. 

Uniting political address to military prow- 
^sn his son augmented his patrimonial do-. 
;nain by the acquisition of the Brisgau and 
the Black Forest, the latter of which wa^ 
conquered from the house of Suabia. Neither 
ivas his influence inconsiderable in the north 
of Switzerland, where, to hereditary posses-! 
sions of very great extent, he united the 
goveriiment of Zuric -f. 

His son and successor, Conrad, pursued tha 
same plan of aggrandisement with steady per- 
severance. Sogreatwastheconsideration which 
1 ia6. heenjoy ed, that he was selected by Lothaire II. 



* Stumpf. Guilliman. 
•f Ibid. 



Sot 



hyGoot^le. 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. IIQ^ 

for the important post of govfraor o( Bur- cuj^p. 
gandy; a dignity which, from that time, be- ^''• 
came hereditary in the family. This vuiuable ' ■ 

office placed the greater part, of Switzerland 
under his immediate jurisdiction, and enti- 
tled him to a distinguished place among the 
princes of Germany. The death of Lothaire 
however was a blow from which he with dif- 
ficulty recovered. Induced by an amiable 
sense of gratitude toward the family of his 
benefiictor, he imprudently attached himself 
to that party which opposed the election of > 
Conrad duke of Franconia. Frederic the 
emperor's nephew, so well known by the title 
of BarbarossOf having taken possession of Zu- 
ric and the greater part of the Brisgau, cout 
strained the margrave to accept the condi- 
tions which ui the plenitude of po\fer he 
thought proper to impose. 

Bertold III. (or IV. as he is sometimes 1156. 
called) * taking warning from his father's ex- 
ample, devoted himself to the in>perial court, 
and obtained from the emperor Frederip the 
investiture of several provinces on the Lake of 
Geneva, as the reward, of his fidelity. The 

• GuUleman de Rebus Helveticis, II. 

,14 wisdom , 
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CHAP, vlsdom of his government ja^tiBed the par- 
?'T- tiality of Barbarossa. Several towns which 
had fallen into decay during the turbulence of 
civil commotions were repaired and fortified, 
Others were built. Among th@ latter was 
Fribourg, the present capital of one of the 
cantons. His municipal establishments, in- 
cluding a form of legal process, not unlike 
our trial by jury, do equal honoyr to his 
ipemory. 
xiSS' Bertold IV. lived in a state of continual 
warfare with his 'nobles, who resisted every 
plan of reform with the obstinacy of preju- 
dice, stimulated to action by the corroborat- 
ing voice of private interest *. But that sa^ 
gacious prince was pot to be diverted froio 
the path of rectitude by the murmurs of 9, 
discontented aristocracy. The insurgents 
were defeated in succe^siv^ combats; but 
their generous sovereign took no advantage qf 
!iis success, except to enforce obedience to the 
laws, and thus to strengthen the arm of civil 
government. The seeds of discontent liad» 
})o>veverj sunk too deep to be easily eradi^ 

♦ Tsptutli. St?ttV, 

cated, 
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cated. Bertold was resolved to secure lum-c|iAF. 
self against any sudden attack, which was m* ' 
the only thing to be apprehended. For this 
purpose he not only fortified the open towns^ 
but erected castles in those places where an 
insurrection was most to be dreaded. To 
this system of precaution Berne owes, it's *'97' 
foundation. 

It cannot be supposed that the whole body 
of the nobility was equally deaf to the voice 
of reason. Some, we find, elevated above the 
prejudices of the age, who came courageously 
forward in defence of a system which aimed 
at nothing but the general welfiire. It is with 
peculiar satisfiiction that we read the name 
of Eriach at the head of this respectable list j 
a name frequently mentioned with applause in 
the annals pf Syritzerland, and which will 
henceforth possess an eternal claim to the uni- 
versal reverence of mankind, from the firm 
and, patriotic conduct of, it's> late unfortunate 
master. It was about this period that the 
Emperor Frederick, a pri;ice in many respects 
superior to the age in which he lived, waa 
seized with the fashionable phrensy of re- 
conquering th« Holy Land. The origin and 
management 
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* management of those enthuwastic enterprises^ 
celebrated among the crimes add foUies of 
mankind under the title of crusades, come 
not within the limits of Helvetic history, and 
have besides been so accurately described by ' 
the ablest writers, that no iartlier comment 
can be wanting. . Suffice it then to add, that 
there is no error in human politics more cal- 
pulated to awaken reflection in a mind 9c- 
puatoraed to search for lessons of experience 
in the historic page. The triumph of super- 
Iftition was never more complete ; the effects - 
of imprudence were never more conspicuous. 
Every thing concurred to spread the malady* 
till it became epidemical. Religious -enthu- 
siasm, and the lovp of fame, the leading 
passions of a barbaric age, acted with resist- 
less impulse upon the minds of a people, whose 
ideas were uijrefined by study, and who re- 
garded personal courage as the type of every 
virtue. Even the prudent Bertold was not 
proof against the temptation. We find' him 
mentioned with applause, by contemporary 
authors, among the followers of Barbarosaa, 
jjoth for bravery and his devotion. Such 
indeed was the reputation iifhich he acquired, 

that 



hyGoogIc 



qELTBTIC BBPlTBLICSi I23 

that on the death of Henry VI. who survt^d chap. 
lus &th«r only a few years, he received an^ ".^'^ 
<^r of the imperial crown. But he had the ugS. ' 
wisdom to discern that weakness in an elevated 
station is the most humiliating lot to which 
human vanity can be exposed. Thus he coni 
tinned, in a jesft exalted sphere, to consecrate 
his days to the happiness of those whom 
Providence l^ad more immediately placed 
under his care. IF a life exclusively conse- 
crated to the proiperity of fcis people could 
give a claim to their protection, Bertold might 
have fe^t himself secure from danger ; but 
the malevolence of his enemies pursued hin^ ' 
with unrelenting vengeance, and struck a 
&tal blow ag^n^t hi§ domestic repose. His 
^wo fions were poisoned by t^eir bold and mt, 
aspiring step^mother*. 

Worn 



f TscUadi, who is perliapa the most authentic of ^11 
the Helvetic writers, gives the .following account of thii 
melancholy catastrophe. Two years after the death of 
b» first wife, Bertold married Agnes of Kyburg, De- 
lirauB of exterminatiug the whole race of Zariugen, tbh 
discontented nobles found means to admioistfr a potion 
ta the youthful duchess, whicb prevented her from ever 
■ hearing 
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1CHAP. Worn down by affliction, Bertold did not 
< m- long survive his sons; and dy'mg without 
''"^issi'e left his dominions to be divided among 
tiie collateral branches of his &mily. Ulric 
of Kyburg, who married his sister, sncceeded 
to tlie government of Burgundy. Hia pos- 
sessions in Suabia devolved on the counts of 
Teck and'Howenrach ; while the Brisgau fell 
to the House of Baden. But the prefecture 
of Zuric, on account of the troubles which 

Iwaring children. Thus robbed of what she considered 
as the greatest blessing of life, the grew J«a1ous and mo> 
rose ; bdiolding the sons of Bertold, by his former doch- 
c», with an envious eye. Wjth secret delight, tbe 
factious barons viewed the progress of this malignant 
passion, and omitted no occasion of fomenting it, 
till they at length prevailed upon her to mix pot- 
son in their food. The two princes expired in cob* 
Tolsions, which plainly indicated the cause of their death. 
The father's suspicions were awi^ened. Some of bis 
domestics were put to the torture, and confessed their 
guilt, accusing' Agnes as their employer, who was im- , 
mediately condemned to lose her head. 

As a further proof of the authenticity of his narrative, 
T^hudi produces the following fact. In tbe year 1544, 
a coffin was dug up in one of the churches at Soleure, 
containing the skeletons of two youtiis, and a skull. 
The latter he has no doubt was the head of Agnes, which 
was buried by Bertold's order in tbe same coffin with 
the bodies of bis sons. May, I, xxv'u 

prevailed 
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prevailed in the empire, remained a longCHAP. 
time vacant*. ''^' ^ 

The year in which the House of Zaringen 
became extinct was distinguished by the 
birth of Rodolphus of Hapsbourg — a prince 
remarkable on many accounts^ but more par- 
ticularly as haying been the founder of 
Austrian greatness, 

* Stumpf. Tschudi^ III. 
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I*wtt> of Sffcie^ during the thirteenth Centur^-^ 
CorrufaidA of the Clergy — Monastic Institutioni 
•^Literaturt — Imperial Pferogatiixs — Com' 
therce-^The People emerge frmn Obscurity — 
Internal State bf ' Hclvelia—Jtetigious Founda' 
tions — Power and oppressive Conduct if the 
[Nobility. 

CHAP.-'^S we are now approaching an epochs th# 
^y- most important of any in the annals of Swit- 
zerland, it may not be improper to pause a 
while, that we may take a minute view of the 
internal situation of that country, and thug 
enable ourselves to follow the subsequent 
revolution through all it's various details. 
Neither will it be easy to distinguish the 
interests of Helvetia from those of Germany. 
The connection subsisting between the two 
.countries is henceforth too intimate for theni 
to be considered separately. 

For some time previous to the accession of 

Rodolphus, the internal commotions which 

prevailed 
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prevailed -in Germany had been sufficient to ctiA'K 
engage the attiention of the most active mind.^ ^y^^ 
Tbe imperial crown wm become a burthfen, 
that left the wearer bat little leisure for ex- 
traneous pursuits. Yet during the greater part 
of this disastrous period Helvetia enjoyed do- 
mestic trahquilUly, and sagaciously employed 
it in forming such establishments as -might 
best conduce to her permanent happiness. 

The pretensions of the houseof Su^bia were 
annihilated by a treaty with BertoM of Zarin- 
gen*; and a spirit of independence had sub^' 
sequently been so rapidly diffused'over the 
greater part- of Suabia, that the dukes found 
ample employment at home, without intfer- 
fering in the conceriB of foreign powers. 

Europe fras besides, at this timei (Convulsed 
vilh the solution of two grand political ques- . 
tioM, In tbe agitation of which every malignant 
passion of the human mind was displayed in 
it's fullest extent. In the first, all the princest 
i>f Christendom were individually concerned;^ 
rioce it regarded a subject of no less molhent 
t^ the pre-eminence of the clergy in tern-, 

■ - i . *Madein lO&l* 

poral, 
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CHAP.poraV as well a» in spiritual affajrs. Hw! 
I^- secood was scarcely less important, as it re> 
lated to the degree of allegiance, which wa^ 
due Arom a vassal to his lord. 

But in order to form a more distinct idea 
of the objects before us^ it will be requisite to 
take a general survey of the state of religion, 
from the conversion of Clovis to the accession 
of the hoiise of Hapsbourg ; an inquiry which 
we have purposely teserved ibr the present 
moment. Great ae was the influence of the 
clergy under the successors of Constantine, it 
remained usdiminished by the conquests of the 
ba,rbarians *. For religion, and it's priests, 
,were the only objects capable of inspiring 
those ferocious chieftains with veneration and 
awe. The clergy were the advocates of the 
people with their new masters, and such was 
th^ir success in this honourable mission, that 

* During their continuance in the errors of Paganism 
the northern nations were kept in the most ifbject slavery 
I)y their priests ; without whose adrise and penmssion 
tbey never ventured to conclude any affitir of conse- 
quence. It was therefore natural for them, after tbeir 
donversion to Chfistianity, to transCef to the mihisters' 
of the new religion all the privileges which had been . 
enjoyed by their fonnetielergyji—Mtfcheini, II. 333. 

they 
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ftej -biecanie oj^pcta of universal respeet, and, chap.. 
obtained aixentire ascenda^it over the public 
inipd*. The conquerors of the empire ' 
wanted not ^netratibn to discover, that an 
apparent rerereaioe for the ecolesiastic^ pro- 
fession was absohitely necessary to obtain the 
confidence of their new subjects. Prelates 
were, in copsequence^ raised to the highest 
digmttesi even under princes who had not yet, 
embraced the Qhristion faith. . The great con^, 
sideration in which they were held by those, 
of the same persuasion iiiay be collected from 
an edict made by Glotaire m 560; which 
enacts, that if any magistrate shall be guilty 
•f injustice in the execution of his ofBce, tk$ 
tni^op, in the event of the king's ahaeaifefSkaU 
take cognJMance of the affair^ and after dufi 
inveitigation shall punish thejudgCt ifcrimi^al^ 
md repair the ii^ury which hehadcomrpitted^i 
Another source of power, and no indifferent 
raie in the hands of worldly cunning, y/zs the 

' ' Hermoldus, spealcing of tHe' northehi nations, thua 
Expresses himself: ". B,ex apnd ebs modicie nstiniatioDii 
?rat, compaiatioife fiamum^ Ille enim responsa per-: 
^uirit : Rex et populus ad illiui nutum pecdeat."^ — 11. xii< 
tSchmidt, II. is. 

K educatiofi 
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6HAp/edu<iation of princes, which seems to haTcbee* 
i-i-Viu exclusively intrusted to the clergy, aa the 
only men ift any degree qualified for so arda- 
ouS a task. Hence the mitre becatae an ob^ 
ject of universal ambition. Interdicts and ex- 
communicationa, tlhose potent weapons, which 
were originally committed to th6 discretion 
of the church for the chastisement of impeni- 
tent guilt, were soon converted to a difl^rent 
use, and employed for*the persecution of 
those who dared to resist it's chimerical view* 
<tf unlimited empire. 

Led astray by misguided fervor, Chilperitf 
ordained thaf persons under sentence of eic- 
>commanication should not only be condemned 
to eternal perdition in the world to corne^ but 
epen in this should be e,tchidedfrom the presenci 
tf the Lor^a vicegerent, aiid forfeit aU theit^ 
personal property/*. Little did he imagine, blind 
fenthusiast ! thathe was barbing an arrow for 
the breast of royalty. 

; The riches of the clergy were immense, 
ftnd augm^iting every day. Princes aad 
people were equally prodigal in their dona* 
tions to the church. Such indeed was tb«' 

- ■ = • Schmidlti II. ix. 

mistakeit 



jyGoogIc' 



fii&tfifatn charity o( thd^age^ that vHateT^i* cifAiF^ 
wa^ bestowed on the ckrgy vita stip^sed X.& iv. 
be giTen to the poor. Widfe, h*wdvef» ifair 
^e difference^ as «xperieiic^ fetallj ennaei^.' 
For nbile the daintj prel^ie ifevelbd iii luzorj^ 
it vas no QAcomman thing fbi* Laxatfus to 
petition in Tain &f thb cxumbs vfaieh fell 
from his taUe. 

The venality of the Roman Cdtholic teUgtdni 
iras anotii^, and a most copioiis, source' o£ 
accunmlating wealth; The taeicy of Heaven 
was taxed, and crimes of every magQitadii 
*ere blotted from the book «f justice by tba 
UHercessitm of oa^cenaiy! prttyei *. The fine^ 
which were imposed rose in proportion td 
the ability of the oflender ; and to such lengths 
Was this scandalous traffic oaoYied, i^t tha 
nch were abnost^^ncouraged in their career of 
^ilrj in ftydcr that t^ir contribiftions might 
repleni^ the coffers of the prostituted ehurchi 
So abundant was the credtility of the age^ 
that l^redegtinde thus addreissed the assassin^ 
whom she hired, to murder her brotber-iiv-lai^ 
Sigebert. "If you return successful (s^dsbe) 

*Moiheim, il, »33. 
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CHAP." 1 will taise you aad joar children to. t^ 
IV, « highest xlignitR9*; aad if you perish in tfae 
* attempt, I will order abundant masses for 
*• your souls." Never was there a more in- 
geinous device for temporal aggrahdiaenient. 
than this artful system of religioua stvmdling i 
for. in trutii it deserves no better name. 

Of the immense wealth of the clergy som*.- 
idea may be formed from a memorable edict 
of Lewis /e Debonaire-f, where he terms those 
monasteries moderaUly endowed, which pos-k 
sessed from one thousand to two thousaad 
peasants; those who had above three, thousand 
he calls rich. Before the time of Charlemagne^ 
the clei^ inculcated with zeal (a fact which 
will be easily credited) the necfessity of pay-f 
ing tithes, in conformity to the precepts of 
Scripture. He added the imperial fiat to the 
exhortations of the church, 'and we leiave td 
the discernment of our readers to detti'mine* 
'tvhich was likely to prove the most efficaciousV 
The tithes indeed were by him divided into 
three classes, each of which was appropriated 

•Gcsta -Franc, xxxii. 7111. Si' comieritis, ego prrf ■ 
Tobis eleemoseoas multas per loca sanctorum distribuain. 
t Dated ia 316. 

to 
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ftt it's peculiar use. The first was destined C* a p^ 
for repairing, or building, religious edifices. ^ ^T* 
The second was set apart for die relief of the 
poor. Tbe third atone was allotted for. the. 
maintenance of the clergy. But in a short ' 

'time the representative was mistaken for the 
thing represented, and the poor were totally 
forgotten. So that the whole flowed, in a 
grfden stream, into the coflfers of the church. 

A nation, or body of men, are seldom con- 
^icuoiis for virtue, when they are conspicuous 
for wealth. Both in public and private life 
corruption is the concomitant of plenty ; and 
it would not perhaps ]3e easy to establish a 
more exact criterion of the morais of people* 
than their situation in respect to riches. Even 
the pure precepts of the Gospel were unable 
to preserve it's teachers from the general con-r 
tagion. The pride and pomp of the court 
pf Rome became, at length, proverbial. • Luxr 
ury, refinement, and dissoluteness of man- 
ners, were never carried tp a greater excesis 
than under the brilliant pontificate of Leo X, 

Bpt confession and absolution were the 
•maaterrkeys of Roman policy, Whatever 
may have been their objects in t;he early 
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PHAF. dayi of Chmtianity, they have subMqiMntly- 
.been perverted to «uch parpo^es as cwgbt 
henceforth to delude them frpiQ ev^ry w^« 
Regulated state*. W^ do not indeed hesilatci 
to affirm, that they are the most ^fficticioui 
engines v^iob' credulity 0ver intnuted to tha 
direcdon of crftft, vpd have fiirmsb^d tb^b 
dispenaers with the only tiling vhich A''chi« 
inedes waiated, a potf'Eft to hove T^tl 

WORLD, 

The personal immunities oi . t^ cWg^ 
vttre of a nature to en^umge pride and li<- 
«entiousnesfl. B^ a re9C|ipt of Charlemagne^ 
no tnbunal waf conjpetent to take cognin 
^aoce of any cause in ^rhich an ecclesiastic 
ms impUca^d. without the previous consent 
of his metropolitan. It was at the samt 
time ordained that, if any dilute should 
arise between a priest and a laic,-it shonM be 
referred to the joint decision of the eouQt-anij 

*Tbe coDfesBors, by jjegree^, acquired anfaioanded 
inflaence over the minds of those whose conscieacet 
they directed i and «nde|r wenk w»d bigo«d prioca 
^urped the entice mtuiogement of state^ffatrs. Tp 
such a height was this ^busc curried, that in the thue of 
BenrV IV. of France, ttie priestein graera) reluied abw- 
lutioD to <ho8. whQ werp fiot.t'^^'S to ^^ ^^t <^ 
JEings. — Voltaire, Essai sur I'^Utoire. 
■ "■'.": 1^ 
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^« bishop; but, in <woe of culpa^Uty-on theca^Af^ 
jWrt of the. priesti, the punishment should be .'V* 
left pntiijely tc? the Jattpr. - ' ■ ~~^ 

The nght of «arK*uary was another onor^ 
m^ufl aboTe, oid|;ij)atiiig in. the ignorance of 
the dark^it tiniea.. In the Ungtuige of holy 
writ, it .converted the hntfp of God into a 4w 
1^i^ieve$. Charleinogpe po^sefs^ too much 
^aet]>tioa not to dispem the atrpcious follj 
of such a claim ; but be want«d courage to 
aboUsh it. In the hop^» however, of reoon- 
.ciliog his own ideas of justiw with the reli- 
gious prejudices of the age^ h^- forbade hi^ 
.sift^cts to &niish a murderer with the ne- 
{«fa»n^ (^f ,}ife. though he at the same time 
deplaned it unlawfiil to drag him from hi9 
jMsyluip. C)bilp^c, when hi* son had take^ 
re^ge in the cathedral at Tours, wrote tp 
.Gregory ui the fpUowiag terms ; " Givp me 
*' up the rebel* or I will lay waste the adj&f 
." cent country with 6re and th« sword.^ 
The bishop replied, " Is H possible for » 
** Cb|i«tiae^ to commit an act} at which the 

* Boniface V, was the aathor of thii abMoioable io-* 
ftitutjon. MojlfeiBii If- 185. 

: , - » 3 •* bolde$t 
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CT^AP." boldest heathen wouM tremble?"* Territ 
« .iiyjL. fied at 'the reproach of sacrilege, the submis* 
' sive monarch caused a letter to be laid upon 
the tomb of St. Martin, in which he demanded 
permission to take away faia son. ' Near it ivas 
placed a blank sheet of paper, in order that 
th^ ho'Iy martyr might have no excusQ for 
silence. ' This precaution, however, proved 
tiain, for nothing could induce' the saint to 
employ it. The king- at iast lost all patience, 
and gave up hjs pafirimony to- pillage, wisely 
preferring to a dispute -with the living, a con- 
troversy with'thedead.' ' - *■ ■ ■ . 
- 'At the first establishment (rfCHristiafiity the 
protection of th'6 sovereign was indispensably 
necessary to the safety and well-being of the 
church. The behaviour of the clergy was re- 
flated accordingly: Meek, humble and 
^ubinissivie, they studiously avoided all sub- 
jects of controversy -with those on whom they 
depended for support.' Pretensions too ex- 
"travagant might have disgusted their patrons. 
The prodigality of iftahy princes to the church 
proves how well it's ministers understood tbeir 

* Gregory, of Toun, V, -4 
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'ffvm interest*; andrfiearrogance consequentOHAP; 
upon their prosperity shows that their former , ^^- ^ 
moderaticm did not proceed altogether from 
Christian humility, or indiflffereiice to the af- 
fairs of this transitory Hfe. It is by no means 
easy to ascertain the precise era when bishops 
were first established in France and Germany. 
in Rhaetia ■ we read of them in Tery early 
times, in Trent, Windisch, and Coire. The 
•ee of CoDstance dates firom the reign of 
Ciotaire I. Scotland and Ireland, which 
"have been sometimes confaunded by the early 
writers under the name of Hibemia, seem to 
havebeen thegrand storehouses, whence nu- 
merous bodies of missionaries n'ere conti- 
Bually dispersing themselves orei* the rest of 
Etirope. Among the most zealous apostles of 
Christianity ■ we may reckon Bonitaciua ; and 
from his account of the state of religion , in 
Germany some idea may be formed of the 
general corruption which previuled. ** There 
are not wanting priests," says he *' who are 
10 regardless of- all religiens, that they bap- 
Jiwone day intfaeflftme oftheHoly Trinity, 
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CHAP, and <H1 the next offet sacrifices to the diuM^ 
IV. t)e» of Faganisw; or, in other words* ai^ per** 

^"'*"**'fectly indifierent to the ceremony, piairide«t 
tbey are paid for performing it *." This conr 
sure is in some measure confirmed by an oW 
terntttioQ of Mabillon, who met with aeinervji 
inscriptions at R(mie, in which the dii vaamf 
and the Hnly Spirit were strangely connect^, 
to the extreme scandal of die or^qdpx fatheE* 
Amwig a rude people, like the early Germaoi^ 
ignorance might be pleaded as ^ excuse » 
bat to see the throne of infallibility . sur- 
rounded by such abominable lieresiea was -41a 
ofience too heinoas to admit of .paljiatioiu 
. So deeply had this passion for pagan oeremor 
]ues taken root, that Boni&cius confesses hinif 
self unable to convince his disciples of thp 
criminality of sacrifices ofiered to a saint, or 
in the vicinity of a Christian temple •f'. The 
following passage, where be b^aks put iotft 
a pathetic exclamation upon tha degraded 
state of the church, is well worthy of atten- 
.^n : " Rdigion," be asserts, ** has been ea^ 
.lirely overthrown for Uict»e hst luxt^ or tiSivmtf 

« Schmidt. II. sji. 
fW. ib. 

' ■ ' years. 
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^j»rs. Tke highest ecclesiastical digaitMspQAf* 
-ftre io the han^s either of interested laics, or *^- 
of licentioys priegta, whose conduct is di**^^^^^ 
^racefiil to their profession; and w^iose sc^ 
object is luerc. The inferior clergy live in a 
^te of shameless profligacy, many of them 
lieeping four or five concubines, to the scan- 
d^ of all true believers *. Notwithstanding; 
yhich, they have still the effrontery te preach 
the Qospel in publjp, and are raised to 
episcopal honours. In such cases their bab- 
bits of Ufe become «till more corrupt. Chas- 
tity is derided, and temperance unknown; 
while drunkenness, debauchery, and hunting, 
£>rm their sole occupations. Nor is it by 
any means uncommon to see them take tha 
£eld in person, and shed the blood of tb«r 
Mow-^creatMres, with the same hand» with 
vhich they administer the holy sacrament/' 

Of the gvncf^I state of society we may de« 
rive some notion, from Rhegino's account t^ 
the questions usually put by a confessor to his 
.penitent -f-. He was first to inquire, if be had 
pmmitted murder y aecondly, if be bad cut 

*Schmlclt. n. xii. 
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f>ftAr. qff^ the hands or feet, or put out the eyes of 
I. -J t f *^"'^ ""^ ' tl'irdly, if he had been guilty of 
'perjury ; fourthly, if he was an adulterer. 
When a female approached the confessional, 
she was asked, if she had hilkd her bas: 
tard child ; if she had ever had recourse to 
enchantments, or employed amuktSy or any 
other species of magic, to exdte the passions cf 
love or hatred in the breasts ofherfelhtp crea- 
tures f — What a picture of savage ignorance 
"have we here! 

It was before observed, that the penance* 
usually imposed were of a pecuniary nature, 
'and afforded an abundant source of revenufr. 
But among the' various devices contrived by 
nrtifice for the plunder of credulity, none wai 
■ niore .ingeniously conceived, or proved more 
■productive in the event, than the idea of pur- 
gatory. So long as an opinion prevailed, that 
'the most heinous offfences could be expiated 
by- the supplications of the pious, and that 
the punishment which men were destined tij 
suffer in another world, would be in an iii- 
Tperse ratio to the number and fervency of thfe 
prayers offered for their salvation in this, 
nothing codd. be inore iialarat' t^ian for ruda 
warriors, 
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wamors, whose life had beeo passed inracon-cuAP.. 

tinual violatioh of every .precept of gospel- ^^- 
charity, to endeavour on their death-beds to ' '"" 
compound with Heaven^ and to purchase para*, 
dise by a ho^ fraud. This belief ooce esta-« 
blished, it's success was infallible. Every 
principle of iamily-attachment was sacri^ced. 
at the shrine of self-interest. The dread of 
eternal surfings surmounted every other 
con^deration, while the dying man regarded, 
the temporary distress of his nearest connet?- 
tipnsa^a trifling consideration, when compared 
with the eternal welfer^ of his own soul. 

The reign of Charlemagne forms a me- 
morable epoch in the history of the church.. 
the successors of Leo were too politic to over- 
look, and too ambitious to neglect; the infer- 
ences deducible from the coronation of an em- 
peror by the hands of a pope. A similar 
weakness would have been easily accounted 
for in the greater part of those royal person-' 
ages, whose names would long since have 
been buried in obhvion, had not chronology, 
preserved them merely to prevent a chasm in 
tiie chain of dates. Vanity, caprice, or folly, 
' Blight have furnished a satisfactory explana- 
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cnAF.trof). BdE when we contemplate thetAemtiff 
,^5^- of Charlemagne, ideas of prudence, magna-' 
nimily, and wisdom crowd upon the rtiind ; 
lite are naturally led to examine tlie reasons. 
by which he was influenced ;■ and we can 
hardly suppose, that any action of his life 
was destitute of a rational motive. By the 
right of conquest, or by hereditary succession, 
he was already in possession of France and . 
Germany, and the northern parts of Ittdy. 
Even Rome itself was in a great ilieasuite sub- 
ject to his jurisdiction, under the title of 
patrician*. Nor can any thing be nwre^ 
certain than that, for a connderable time, he 
l^re exercised the supreme judicial autho- 
rity, 

' * Leo per l^ato9 siit)9 regi misit, ragBvitqu^ ut ali* 

qtimi de suis optimatibus Romam niitterct, qui populum 

I Romanvm ad suam /idem, at<\iie subjectiouem per sacra' 

meniA firmaret. Anna}. Laurens, ud nnn, ^qB', Cenni, 
who is & Htreiuious bdvoc«t« for the Me of Rome, affecti 
to question the audienticity of this discument, and pre- 
tends that the date has been altered, and that it refers to 
B time when Charlema^e was already' in poaRe»iait of 
tfae imperial cronn. Bu: a letter from Charles to Leo* 
on his elevation tothe. papul chair, puts the matter be- 
yond all doubt. To liis aasiirances of fidelity aiirf obedi- 

■ , «nce, he replies in the following terms : " Vslde gay»f 
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ri^, cither personally or by representative-f'.CHAPj 
(jregory iV. appealed to him against a decree ^ ^J'j ^ 
of his prefect, by which appeal he virtually 
■ckriowledged him for a superior^!. It would 
be an insult to the memory of so great a man 
to suppose that he could be influenced by the 
paltry vanity of a title. The decorations and 
distinctions of worldly greatness are the tocks 
upon which vulgar minds are wont to split. 
But Charlemagne was cast by nature in a 
ditiferent mould. The conscious dignity of 
»irtue was l^e only pre-eminence to which a. 
jioul like hia could aspire. 

That the imperial rescripts were usitaUg con^ 
finned hy 6ie consent of the pope, before they 
obtfuned the force of laws, is a point on which 
(he advocates of the court of Rome have laid 
flie greatest stress. The fact is, in general^ as 

''nmusseu in electiooia tmanimltate, seu in liumilitatii , 
Mtfrtf obedimtia, !c in promissionis in nos JideUtate, 
Epist. Carol! in P, Liimbec. CommeiU. ^e biblio. CiEs, ~ 
UKdILI. 559. 

tThe iu^riiil prerogatives have been fully explained 
Ij Balnzras, id his preface to the Capilalaria. 

X It-wiis Adrian who, in an assembly of bishops, first 
eonferreiS upon him the right of nominating to the see of 
Rome. Tbi8 act is mentioned by Anattasiufi, and i» 
IwerTcd b; Vvo and (jratian. Mosheiiu, II. 345. 

thej 
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CHAP.t^y represent it; and yet it does not seeni 
111. to us to be of the smallest service to their 
_'•'' cause. The papal sanction was little mpro 
than a mere formality, which was used in re- 
gistering the edict; nor does it appear that 
the imperial ordinances would ha^^e been in 
the least degree intalidated, though it should 
have been withheld or omitted*!. The pontiffs 
themselves indeed were so sensible of the in- 
efficacy of resistance, that they were unwilling 
gratuitously to hazard their authority by a 
weak and inefifectual opposition. Yet in- 
stances are not wanting, in which they pur- 
sued 9 ditiferefft line of conduct. Some too» 
may be found, in which an inquiry was inati-' 
tuted, by command of the emperor» into the, 
government of the reigning pontiiT. The fbl*( 
lowing extract of a letter from Leo to the 
emperor Lewis is still preserved: "If we 
** have done any thing displeasing to ym, or' 
*' contrary to law, we are ready to ameii(f it 

*The popes received thejudiciof decisioosof the em- 
perors vitik suhtamion, and conformed to them witiv 
rxactness^, Mo.slieiin, II. 244. 

For a further illustrutioa of this subject, vide Mabil-^ 
ioitf Comm. in oidinem Homaiiuni, U. 113. 

* accbrdiftg! 
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^according to your directions, or to those of chap, 
^yowr repreaeAtative-^-," In the sequel, .we i^- » 
find both Stephen IV. and Pascal sending an 
^bassy to acquaint Lewis with theirelection:}:. 
hi the reign of Lothaire, the Romans promised 
never to consecrate a pope, till he had taken 
the accustomed ot^ths in presence of the em« 
peror,«r of his delegate. Thus Gregory VI. 
waited the arrival of an imperial minister, 
^ho was sent to examine into the validity of 
his election, before he ventured to assume 
the papal crown *. The same practice appears 
to have continued in force till the time of 
Charles le Gros, .when the imperial influence 
in Italy began rapidly to decline. John VIII. 
was the first who openly asserted an inde- 
pendent power, under pretence that it was 
derived from the bounty of Constantine, while 

fNos si inc<»npeteDter illiquid egimus, et in subditit 
justK legis traraitem non conservavimus, vesb-o ac mi^ ' 
«>nun veilrorum cuncta vo/umus emendare judic'to. Quo- 
niam si nos, qui aliena debemuscorrigere peccata, pe- 
jora comtoittlmus, certe non vcritatis discipuli, sed quod 
doleutes dtcimus, erimus prs ceteris errori? niagistri, £cc. 
Schmidt, ib. 

I Schmidt, III. xii. 
• IbH. 

L h» 
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CHAP. He passed over in confien^tuoua sifence ihtf 
IV. lavish piety of the CaHovingiari. eace. Thusj 
little bv Httle, the wearers of the Roman tiiaia 
shook off all subordination to the imperial 
throne* ; till at length their pride arrived at 
:^ch an enormous height, tii^t l^ey assumed: 
the privilege of disposing of the sc^stres of' 
the Caesars, and founded their plea on the- 
coronation of Charlemagne. Tha* the aa- ' 
thority of the church was pammpunt to alt 
temporal jurisdiction!, wag a position which! 

the 

*Lewis II. ttlighted at tbeappFOsch qf'Popf JSicl«(>]ag,, 
and led his mule by the bridle onr foot, ■ • > , ; 

Jit is curious to observe with how muching^ntiitj (lie. 
popes availed themselves of the minntcst cirthJitistance' 
which cQuld contribute tp tlie advancement of tlmr. 
favourite tlieory. According to the ceremonial esJa-. 

, blished at the court of Rome, it was customary for tlie 
emperor to prostrate himself before the pontiA^ to kiss 
his toe, and to lead his mule by the bridle, Thousli 
desirous of receiving the imperial crown from the bantls 
of the pope, Barbarossa was with di!fieuUy persuaded to 
submit to tbis humiliating ccvcmcmy. But Adrian was* 
inl^eubler and carried hia point. Elated with sncce&s, " 
he CHUsed a picture to be exposed to public view, repre- 
senting Lothaire II, upMi his kniees before Alexander^ 
u'ith his hands joined between those of the pontiff) in 
token of vassalage, and wi(h the following inscription i 

,' '"Rex venit ante fores, j"u ran s pii us virbis honorei. 

"Post homo fit papsE, sumit qiw Uanie cotonam." 

Fndeiie 
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ihe alavish bigoO-y i>( thosfe dark ages no chap. 
longer presamed to cofltrt)vert ; arid on the i ^•. 
tetablishiAent of it depended thfe pre-emttience 
ftf the papal see. 

We .have alrefejy seen that BosOft, king of 
Burgundy, was the first great tasgal of France 
*ho threw off the yoke^ and erected his 
government into a sovereign principality; 
Alanried at so dangerous a" precedent, ^e 
French inonafcha teound their subjects by a" 
particular oatb to join in opposing the usurper. 
John VIII. who then filled the papal chair, 
Wrote in the following words to Charles 7e 
Gros : *' I have adopted the magnanimous* 
fiosonj as a son of the church. Rest satis-' 
tied therefore with your own dominionsi and 
exert yourself in pre^rving the public tran-' 
qoiUity. For whoever shall presume to molest 
tiie child of our election shall be instantly 
exeommuftieated *." 

Frederic was ao highly ofTended when He heard of this 
&eth io^RflOe of papal arrogance, that he compliuned 
of it^ as an indignity offered to the repfcsmtatire of , 
the Cesars. A cardinal, nho heard him, alfsed with 
an insalting smile, " B^ what meath ke obtained the 
tiowit of' the Casars, unless he received it from the 
^ope? Voltaire, Essai sur I'Histoire. 
* Schmidt, III. xvi. 

li « Th«- 
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CHAP. The insolence of papal pride grew dailjr 
^^' greater. Nicholas I. wrote fo Stephen, count 
of Auvergne ; ** We have been made ac^ 
quainted with your profligate and ungodly 
way of life, and by our apostolical authority 
we command you to appear before our legate* 
who has received instructions to examine into 
the truth of these allegations, &c."'l- 
. A thousand instances of a similar nature 
might. be produced ; but the proofs which wq 
have already selected are amply sufficient to 
establish the dependency of the sec of Rome 
pn the imperial throne ;|:. Carried by thft 
current of events to advert to the celebrated 
quarrel between the mitre a^d the crown, wa. 
deemed it desirable to put the reader in pos-; 
session of certain facts, which might enable 
him to decide for himself in a dispute whicbf 
though not immediately connected with the 
history of Helvetia, can never be misplaced, 
in any work -professing to discuss the affairs 
of Europe during that disastrous period of 
usurpation and anarchy. 

■}-Epist, 66, ad Stephanum Comitem ArTCrnuin, ap. 
Harduin. coll. cone. V. 305. 

I Mosbcim, [L 75, &c. 

ManaatiQ 
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Monastic institutions foand tlieir vay into cna.p. 
France immediately after the conversion of ■'^• 
the Gauls wider Clovis. It may not perhaps 
prove disagreeable to the reader, to meet with 
a short sketch of the origin and progress of a 
profession vhicb obtained such exten»ve in- 
fluence over society^ and which in one of it's 
divei^ng branches bid fiiir to usurp an un- 
limited empire over the consciences and the 
opinions of maiikind. Monaclusm was the 
oflspring of Egyptian enthusiasfli, whence it 
ftpidly spread over the eastern world. The 
varm Sun of Africa, and the heated imagi- 
nations of it's inhabitants, were peculiarly 
fevpurable to it's growth. ' But like other 
produetions ©f the earth, when transplanted 
from their native sppt, it was varied in it's 
character by those of the soil and climate 
in which it was cultivated. In the southern 
provinces of Europe it maintained something 
of it's characteristic qualities ; but, in pro- 
portion as it migrated toward the nprth, it 
gradually decUned froin it's primitive fervor*. 

The 

* This remark may, possibly, at flrst sight be deemed 
puudoxical. It may be uiged, that the cold climates 

■ I. 3 'f , 
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CHAP.The serious and reflecting chafacter of tlws 

IV. Egyptians formed wj strong a contrast wiUv 

Gallic ievity, that it. was Bcafcely possible 

&r the same regulations to amaJgrnnate with 

both. 

' If we eicamine the religious ccremoiues of 
^ ancients vith a eritieai eye, we may easily- 
discem^ that they were almost exclusively caU 
culated for ^ modes and habits of the par- 
ticular people for inhose use they were origi-' 
nelly framed. Even th« Mosaic code is of 
^i» description, and was evidently designed 
for the inhabitants of a warm climate. It is 
the pecutiar and appropriate distinction of 
Christianity, that it is free from all local 
' tenets, and by it's comprehensicm adapts itself 
to every- age and country. Yiet applicable as 
this observation may be to tbe general doc- 
trines of the Gospel, considered as a' perfect 

of aorth£|rn Cuippe are le^ repugnaat \o •Bi ^stesi of 
celibacy than the scorching suns of the south. But it 
inusC bereoiemberedthatan institution, which isdiiime- 
trically contrary to th^ strongest insttncts of sature, re- 
quires a more than common degree of enthusiasm for 
it's support. Our imagination is not sufficiently exalted 
for so refiued a syste^ We go to. Ueaveo io a movQ 
rational Kay. 

, system 
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ilysteu df morfilityi il is by no means ^aallj CflAft 
80 to the various sects which* in the aucces'- . ^\- ^ 
mn of eigtiteen ceritiirios, haie sprung fpom 
thataoHTce of ti^th. In proof of this ob- 
servation, we must beg leave to recall to the 
reader'fe attentaMi the vast variety of refonns^ 
whifhhove taken place in most of the rali- 
gio^'e^dfers ; and which may be ascribed as 
»ucH to 'the mistaken views of the original 
foifndet, as to a love of novelty, or a thirst alR» , 
ter ceifebrity, on the part of the innovators. 

During th<6 sisth century, St. Benedict in-* 
itttuted bis'i&^bfated order, which soon be- 
came So fasbianable on account of the popu- 
larity ©f i^ p^troiii'tlKit monasteries were 
establishfe*i'$i'6*ery'-cJountry in Europe. In 
H short time the Benedictine friars grew into 
the highlit «9timaft(Mi with all who practised 
^e dutlfes «(* devotioii, or who aspired to the 
reputation of piety. Their life was regarded 
as more edifying, tfe*ir «eal as more fervent, 
4nd 'their pt^yiera as more efficacious, than 
those of the secular clergy. The advantages 
to be derived from this prevailing prejudice • 
were too manifest to he overlooked by a body 
pf men, who in spite of all their professions of 
L 4 disintereste4 
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CHAP, disinterested huroility, were riever inattentiy^ 
, ^^^- to their worldly copcems. -i 

Yet notwithstanding the generaT prepos^ 
session which exists agfunsta monastic Ufe, it^ 
is but justice to acknowledge, that the lite^ 
rary wprld owes po trifling obligation to it'* 
members. Many of the roost brilliant pro- 
ductions of human wit would have perished 
irretrievably in the confusion of the loweat 
ages, had they not been preserved amidst the. 
learned lumber of a cloister. True it is, that 
the devout fethers w^re for the Qtost partig- 
oorant of the treasures which t)iey possessed ; 
and wpuld have preferred the dullest treatise 
on theologv to all the cqllective giepius of th^ 
Augustan age, Yet still, as the gt|ardian$ of 
1 Jeaming, they merit indutgepce &pnit every 
true friend of Ijterfiture and civiliza^tipn. 
. Schools, -likewise, >yere established in many 
' opulent monasteries ; particularly gft Fulda,*, 
Corbey, and St. GaL Libr^ies alsp became; 
an object of vanity j while convent yjed witi^; 

* This celebrated monastery was founded ia 744, bjr 
Bonifacms, a man distin^ished by the honourable ap- 
pellation of the " Jpoatle of the Germam." Mos^ 
heim, II. 206. 

convent 
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convent in an honourable; cdpipetition, which chap. 
phould procure the mpst cppioi^§, if not the ^i^- 
{ihoicest coUectioB . pf booHs. : T^iis spjrit 9f 
rivsdry by degi^ees extejided ao far, ihat the 
magnificeflce of the copy .became ^t length an 
object of research «nd of Jrjijnjph ; and, in 
wder ,to cender it more splendid, recpuree wa« 
fetd to^ptuntiflg. . Ttiis ^cqo^nts for tjie num- 
bers of illuminated missals, to be met wiUi i^ 
all monastic, librarieii. ; . 

Abou* the.middle.of the t^nlh centufy *?, a ' 
f^nt ray of JB^lIectual light began tq dawn 
Eunidsti the .liniyearsal gloo^- V/q are toId„ 
that the monks of St. Gal were distinguished 
for their {cnowledge of the Greek and Latiii 

* During the three preceding c^nturiei the divines 
were exclusjvely occupied in collecting the opinion's and • 
authorites orthe FafAws, whose wridngs thej re^rded 
as the boiin^ti^ .of trutti, bej'ond which the cesearphe^ 
of human rea^op were forbidden to proceed. The Aris- ' 
totelian philosophy was now taught universally in the 
puhlic schools, to'the exclttsiota of that of Plato, \vhich 
was involved jp jtje ^^race of Orjgen. Among the. 
writers of this period, none contributed more to give 
celebrity to the Stagi rite, than John Damasceniis, who 
composed a t'readse on the system of Aristotle, foj- the 
iQstruftiQ^ of m^. (^ c(>ii^PD c^p^^e^, Mosheim. 
1^55. , *'■■■. ■■ ' 

lajiguagea, 
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chap; languages, and that they had enfiicitot do^ 
.'^'- cernment to prefer the elegance of Homce, 
tind the fire of Homer, to the dry pedafttrj 
of polemical disquisition, and the sptcutativ* 
Jargon of theology. The progfiesa made by 
the Arabians i* every bmnch of science be* 
gan to excate a s^arit of emidation among tka 
Southern' riations of Europe. X>ir kifiovieUg* 
bf the mathematiDS, «f astronomy, aad of 
medicine, was in a greaf measure borrowed 
jrem the Saraceb^schools ; and hence the fol- 
lowers of Mahoniot may with' veason boast of 
fortnrg ii»e rtitoreftf'of kai-ning inrthe'CfaustiaB 
worM-f-. ;.,... :r 

- Hedwig, d:ucl^99'<)tr Siiabiay ia praised fay 
contemporary writers, not only as the patron-? 
pss of, men of letters, but for her classical 
knowledge and her refined ,ti»^. , Captivate^ 
by the brilliancy of ha' talents, and possibly 
still more by tlie charips of his person, slie- 
^ected fickard, a: ceLfrbfatod j^clwlar of St, 
Gal, tobe tlie companion '«f hep literary 
pursuits. With him she f)asse,d whole, days 
in claBsic retirement,- reaidiagiind.imeditattQg 
fin the productions tof RoBiito ^Dr of Attio 

i HIstoire Llteraire de la France, 

geiiius. 
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giJUus. Wherj we hear, however, ifert a cbap- 
])eautitiil and accomplistied princeas abandons , ^^- 
the world Car the societj of a juvwiile fritend 
i^ibe o^r sex, it is perha'ps difficult to con-' 
ceive l^at the study of the. ancients is the scAe' - 
object which she has in view. - ' 

Bnmo, archbishop of Cologne, and brotheF 
to^ BHiperor Otho, was remarkable for his 
knowtedge of the Greek language. If metri- 
cal composition deserve the appellation of 
poeti^, it prevailed in Germany, at an early 
pe^icid, m the Latin tongue. The piods Dit- 
inar began every book of his history in verse. , 
Solomon, bishop of Constance, wrote several 
poems in Latin. But if we look for brilliant 
metaphors, harmonious numbers, or classic 
pority in any of th^ productions, we shaU 
be greatly disappointed. A few passages may 
be E^Ieated from the writings of the learned 
Gerbert, and from those of Waldron, tnshop 
of Strasbourg, wijich exempt them from this, 
general ceoaiie. Croswich,aRunof Gunderr^ 
^leHii, in the tenth centuvy, apologises for 
tier taste in the following manner : *' Tl^ete' 
«re Christiansj," says she, in the , prefiice t(>> 
her Sacred pramas, *' whose fmeits I hope ar& 
venial. 
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c.aAV.,v€nialt but who, on account of the e!^;anM 
}^: of the atjle, prefer mai>y of the heathen writers 
■ ^ * to the . Holy Spriptqres themselves. ' Some 
?ven read Terence with delight, and are in- 
^qpe4 by t]ie beauty of the ta|iguage to jfo//uf« 
their eyes with such miholy things*." - > 

The German historian Witichind -f-, who 
^fler the days of Ch^i^agne first ventured Va, 
depart from the dry manner- of the-chroniclen, 
and to attempt; a regular and connected nari?^ 
tive, appears clearly to have beefi acqu^te4 
with Tacitus, and to have taken his style for 
a. model. Ditmar, bishop of ^Jersebourg, 
though continually led astray by visionary 
idea?, and the pious dreapis of enthusiasts, 
ijl soipe degree requites the patience of ^ 
isader jqy m^y curiot^s and qriginal anecdotes, 

• Schmidt, IV. vii. 
• *^ History, barbarous and perplexed as it then was, 
l^pears to have b^^n the favourite. study of piaoy of 
the most learned ipopks. But their productions were 
' uninterestin:;, and strongly marked with the ignorance 
Mid sup^stition of the age. Of this description were 
i^bo, Luitpraiid, Fulcuin, Flqdoard, 8;c. who, though of 
various qie^it, were all unacqufunted with the true 
spirit of criticism; all destitute of elegance and pei-spi- 
coity ; and all strangers to the Tules of biitorical com- 
ppgjtion. Moshejm, II. 395. ^ 
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Toward the doge of the eleventh centuryiOHAP. 
the drooping sciences found an illustrious *^- 
supporter in the learned Gerbert; who was af- 
terward raised to the pontificate, by the ndnie' 
fif Sylvester II. The geniu^ of this celebrated 
man^ though capable of embracing eiery 
branch of study, was particularly directed tc(. 
the mathematics! In the high situation 
vbich he filled, he exerted all his influence- 
fcr the encouragement of learning. Con- 
scioas of the inferiority of the Europeans ia 
all literary acquirements, he pasfled a' con- 
fflderable time at the universities of Cordova 
imd Seville, in order to attend the lectures 
of the Arabian Professors. And it is probable 
that the world was first instructed by his , 
example to direct their attention to those 
copious sources of science and information *, ' 
. In the course of the following pages we 
shall have occasion so frequently to refer to 
the imperial authority, that it may not be im- ^ 
proper to examine into it's nature and extent. 
Such an inquiry will enable u« to form a juster 
opinion of the conduct of the House of Austria, ' 

in their memorable struggle with the Swisj, 

* Moshciin, II. SP7. 

Under 
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CHAP. Under the Saxon hne, there is little dottbttW 
I *' • the head of the empire was considered not onl^ 
as the legislator, but as the chief magistrates, 
of Germany. Wherever he came all othef 
authorities ceased, or at least acted iB'sah- 
ordinate, capacities. - His tribunal mts parii- 
nioUnt to every other, smd extended o?er 
persons of every rank and description. Ex-' 
amples are not wanting t» show, that even 
counts ajid dukes h^ve been degraded ibr 
malversation. . The anci«it law-bodk* ai* 
filled with the decisions of the emperors, in 
disputes between the different princes of 
Germany. Yet still the emperor does not 
i^pear to have acted at all times with an 
independent and uncontrolable sw^, bul 
usually to have recurred to the advice, of 
persons of the same condition, "and geaeralljr 
of -the same province with the delinquent 
' This was done in conformity to an ancient 
^ edict, which enacts, that ecery- owe ^11 hi 
tried hf his peers,, er equals. But aS'if was 
impo^ble for tiie^ head of the enpine tty 
preside in different tribunals at the same time, 
or to transport himself to it's dislan-t extremi- 
ties, with the promptitude which the decision 

of 
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•f processes 'might frequently wquH-e, thecHAr.' 
office of Count Falatim was instituted. Ttte ^v^- 
beunett (^thismagiMnCte Itea,: to supetintend 
the administration of justice in file variou? 
proTinaes. To him an appeal lay from t^e 
ordinary tnbunals, iq cause* wfaich were not 
of s«f}icKi)t .mipi»vlffiiee- to he- carried before 
tM emperor in persoi^ - By^iiA too was the 
imptrial ban puk^istv^d, and by hint were the^ 
fmaee» adntinistered. Hiese officers were 
fiat established in Bavarta, Saxony, Suabia, 
vad the other provinces which border on the 
Rhine*. 

No prerogataTe was ' more valuable^ andf 
none more frequently' abused, than the right 
of dis^rosing of the domains of a pnnce whv 
had. died without heirs^'i'Mr "ho bad been 
d^Kned by the mfjterial bari, Thoa Conrad 
gftve)a«ay tlK dmchiea of Bavaria *nd<SaKcmyy 
after^ declaring Hway under- - the bofirof tiie- 
empiffe,; and, Frederic If. took- posses^mt of 
Au^riftafijsi &e deathWthe lactduln. T^n^ 
important prerogative -«im»i indeed^ a frequenK 
wure& of[ qcatention lKtwee» the emperor*- 
««iijthe pnnocac the fbnuei^ naturally wishing 

♦Schawl,' IV. ix. 
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cuAP. to' appropriate the con^BCated tehritory ia^ 
IV. the aggrandisemeijt of their dwn fomily, and 
liie latter coDtendmg that it ought to be con- 
verted into An impetial fief. 

During the reign of Henry I- i remarkable 
change took place in the political situation of 
Germai^. The great number of towns and 
, cities which had bepn built in all parts of thai 
extensive country, in imitatioh of the laudable 
example which he had given in .SaxbDy* called 
forth a new class of men, that Of the burghen: 
Henry's great object was to encourage ctonr- 
merce, and thus increase the comforts of fais' 
people, For though it has justly become a 
question with the philoso{^er, whether the 
spirit of commercial enterprise may not be 
carried too ^far, oone (it is presunwd) will 
hesitaJte to admit that :few instances oan be 
produced, in. the arenals of the world, of a 
nation's having suffered from such a cause.' 

Ditmar informs us, that eleven cities weie 
built between Mecifettourg and Magdebourg. 
We may hence irifef what' kind of cities they 
must have be«p. Many of thcwe, recorded 
under this pompous titk,' are now dwindled 
into insignificant villages, or have entirely 
disappeared. 
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disai^ieared. Froca an accurate inquiry into chap. 
tiie internal state of these newly-erected towns ^^' 
it appeiuB, that they were in ^neral depend- 
ent on the lord in whose territory they were 
ibunded^ and from whom their franchise^ 
were derived. But as the principal object 
of the founder was naturally to procure ia- 
habitants, it became essential to attadi some 
peculiar privileges to the character o£ burgher, 
by which be might be distinguislied from th« 
abject condition o{ peasant. 

Hidierto the people had been treated as 
mere cyphers in political arithmetic. But 
no sooner did the clergy and nobles appeal 
to the sword, in support of their respective 
usurpat^onsj than they began to consider 
their vassals as capable of throwing some 
we^ht into the scale. Till then they had 
been attached, like stock, to the glebe which 
they cultivated, and vdued only in proportion . 
to the labour which they were able to perform. 
Both parties however at length discovered 
that the heart of man, even in the most abject 
state of degradation, is composed of the same 
materials ; that it is awakeaed by benevolence 
. Vql.I. M to - 
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CHAi». to a feeling of gratitude, and goaded by o|>- 
. ly- pressiori to a sentiment of revenge. 

The frequent intercotirse with Italy con-. . 
tributed likewise to impfove .^ municipal 
government of the Germ&n cities. Their 
rulers were struck with the manifest superi- 
ority of the Italians in every refinement of 
polished life. , In Italy, the IJurghers had 
long been divided into trades, or fratktnitks. 
The same system was adopted by most of 
the commercial cities on the northern side bf 
the Alps. Each of these companies had It's 
distinctive banner, and was marshalled uhder 
it's respective officers. No sooner did the 
alarm-bell sound, than they rah to ariiis, add 
appeared dt the appointed sJ)ot in battle 
array. 

. The discovery of the mines in the moun- 
tains of the Hartz, during the reign of Otho I. 
• proved a powerfiil incentive to national in- 
dustry. The mechanic arts were henceforth 
cultivated with zeal, and with success. Artists 
of every description found materials for the 
exercise of their talents, and the display of 
their ingenuity. We are informed, that -a 
nnall 
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jroaUeque^jtri&pfigjjre of Hepry \. Tflfagpl^?^ '5*14^; 
in tlje chiurch of ^ueykifpljeiii, b ?gy?ir% '^• 
in t^e. year ^49 ; vhiqfe, 5bQ«ld Aveatip ijft*''*^'^ 
CQrTOQt ^ to slates, is pjr^bafety the pJtJ6^)i 
Bpeciroen of sculpture existing in Ge^^la;^y*. 

It was i)a,tM.r%l to e«peQt» that a cti^t^t^^ 
HQ cflnai4erable in the physical ^sitJQU of 
the Gernjqns, wojjW <Jqc;asJton ojie e^^^^jly. 
striking ill their mprnj chimcSer- Wfi 
may in conseq^uentie 4ifipQ>^r 'm IP9?1; ftf 
the trading cities, and jn th.? ^apj^ pf ths 
diiferent state;^, a very msLt^ri^l ^Itera^ion ig ' 

the habits of life. The pipus piftnar yM 
alamied at the progress of yice, ^d M.th&- 
tically lameiits it. Speaking of Oljho I. h§ 
says, " In thosie happy day^ thg ({j^u^tie^j? 
resembled thejir master I ap^ frugaJity p.?&- 
»ided at their . entertainments, "t^ie golden 
mean was thar constMit guide. Wjth thpm 
every sgeciea of virtue .floiijtisjied) and wifl;i 
tiiem died":!'. What \«puj^ thj; gopd in^p say, 

♦ Scbmidt, IV, vii. 
t Siciit ^pmjmw. lie et ppocipei ejjw fjwruqt. Nob " 
cos ciborum, scu aliarum rerutn supcmun varictas, sed ii) 
cunclis delectabat 'aurea mediocritas.' Omnes, queb 
leganur, vutBHtabn degeatibiii floruepinl,hu ubeunti- 
hiu marceiTetant. JDioufF/ 

u s could 
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CHAP.could he take a view' of the present state of 
'IV- society! So true is it, that luxury is merely 

^^'^ relative, and' must from the neces^ry course 
of human afBiirs, keep pace with national im- 
provement*. In another part of his work he 
breaks out into invectives against the expanse 
of female dress. *' Our women," he observes, 
*' are no longer satisfied with that decent sim- 
plicity, which was. the characteristic of a Ger- 
man matron. To pleasp the eyes of a lover, 
or to captivate the admiration of the public, 
is now the chief study of their lives." When 
we contemplate in some of the ancient paint- 
ings the modes of dress which then prevailed, 
\ve caii hardly persuade ourselves tbat the 
pious bishop was serious in his charge ; so 
inistaken were the ladies in the means which 
they employed. 

From the Ijwnentations of this devout pre- 
late we might be induced to suspect, - that 
Something like polished manners prevailed in 
the intercourse betweep the, higher orders of 
society, did he not by another anecdote al- 

* M. de {leury deciauns against the luxury that pre* 
yailed ia the eleventh century 1 
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most immediately convince us that the re- chap< 
finement of which he complins so bitterly ^^^ 
would scarcely pass under that tide in the 
court of modem Abyssinia. At a splen- 
did entertainment, given in Saxony, during 
the reign of Othp III. the sisters of that 
monarch were just sitting down to dinner, 
vhen the mwrgrave of MeiiTen, the duke of 
Saxony, and the bishop of. Halberstadt en- 
tered the ro<Jm with the voracious appetite of 
hunters^ ^d in a few minutes devj^ured all 
the provifions which were prepared, very gal- 
lantly leaving the -princesses without any 
thing to eat *. 

Abput the reign of Rodolphus, a love of 
pomp and a taste- for splendor became the 
leading passion ,Qf the European Courts. 
Every consideration, was sacrificed to vahity. 
The revenues of several years were wasted in 
preparations for u single tournament. We 
learn that at a diet held at Mentz in ii83, 
when prince Hpnry received the, honour of 
knigVthood the quantity of provisions con- 
smned exceeded all belief. Of the. numbers 

• Ditmar, p. 361. , 

, M 3 who 
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Sbfel*. who ^efe t)re5eht -We inay forth *Jme idtea, 
_^[;^ ^hl4i iiVelierfT thte Att^btthbp df C^loglae w» 
"'attefafled by font thousand sk liiutdred horsfe. 
kfteif a^iiologismg fof thi^ Idiig -dig;ressioti» 

Tpfe iAiWst ifeltfrti to SMttserfeffd. Ti'Tfei* ^"he first 
tWhg th^'t Sofici'ts *ouT attehtton'is ttie predo- 
■Miftraht i'Afltience of the clergy. The prodi- 
'^1 -piety df -jyrecedmg *a^s feed endofrdd 'ftfe- 
'clAii'ch with sach eitehsiVe posjfeSsioris, fhiCt 
%w 'spotJ3 T€:M£tiift!d totally exempt 'fftrfn their 
Jrirfedictlbh 'or their 'claims. "From l4iis aag- 
TttehtdtiOn of property it'bcdainieiriiedessary "for 
the ittb'^stic orders to iritiTist tile &dminis^ 
tration of their domains to a bail^, W Adro- 
-c&te. This office was 'of cdnsidenMe im- 
■pdrtiihce, and if ill fr^qtientJy Ibeinenfiofaedlh 
■the 'follo^tirig pages. 'To*aScertain it^exacti 
•jiferd^tlves , ivoiild "be rio easy task. The^ 
'appear Indeed to have been in a great inea- 
'^ure regiiiat^d hy 'the rank arid conditibhdf 
■the pehioh'by 'whdm it "was eiercrs^. Iii*it's 
^drf^ifa'tt'-wils indisputably pe^orial'; arid'it's 
-pSS^ySr A^Qs'litae mOre than '- an' 'fe^ftj/, "tfr 
^ftkfW,'-to' aUtnmister ' the Tevfemles bf^Hte 
bishopric or monastery. But in process -of 
tim^ it was converted into an hereditary 
dignity, 

■ D,gn,-^rihyGOOt^le 
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dignity, and b^n^e an office of sojnuchcMi'.cii^p. 
fBq(i«ice, that it was filled by persons of tl^e ?y- 
highest dtsl^ction. , ' 

The hi^Qps of B^e, Constance, and I^u- 
sanne held a di^inguished rank among the 
princes of Helvetia, Their power was exten- 
jrive, but does not appear to have been always 
employed for the nuuntenance of order, or jus-' 
tice, or xaoTsXity. Innocent II. in a letter to the. 
(bishop of L^usanne^ complains of the genera] 
corruption which prevailed throughout his 
diocese. ** Murders are daily committed," 
^ys the indignant ■ pontiff, *' and woqien 
violated, even in the public. streets, with ini- 
punity." Let it not, however, be supposed 
tbft this defect ot energy proceeded fmm 
,lhe weakness of the episcopal arm. The au- 
thority of those haughty prelates was erected ■ 
upon a more solid foundation than that of 
opinion. They were u«ially attended by a 
numerous , train of dependents, who were 
reafiy at all times.to execute their commands 
.with the most abject submission. We shall 
leave to the laborious antiquary the ungrate- 
ful task of determining the precise period 
when these several sees were established. 
M 4 . That 
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CHAf .TTiat the Christian religion obtained a verji 

^^;^^eafly footing in Helvetia may lie inferred from 

the ancient legends; but every thing pre* 

vious to the reign of 'Gundioch is involved in 

almost impenetrable obscurity. 

'Tlie see of Coire is said, in legendary story, 
to have been founded by the son of a British 
monarch, to whom the name of Lucius is 
given ; and we find in reality, the most ancient 
church in that city is actually dedicated to 
St. Lucius*. 



* In these dark ages the adoration paid to bones ani 
relics wa* regarded as the tnoBt important duty of re- . 
ligion. A general belief existed, that no petitions could 
find access to the Deity, except through the recommen- 
daticn of some patronizing saiat. Hence every church, 
and almost etery - Christian, had a partituhr patron^ 
&r the management of his spiritual interests ; Ie«t thc^ 
should sufFer from the neglect of those saints who were 
already occupied in providing for the souls of other 
men,' A noti»D «o extravagant rendered it necessaiy 
to swell tlie Roman calendar to a prodigious size; and 
all tlie resources of fable and 6ction were accordingly 
employed to people the celestid regions. Manyof these 
riditiutous legends are still to be found amidst the mini 
of the Romish church; which appear to have been foi- 
ged by the monastic writers about the time of Charle- 
Biagne. Mosbeim, U. 324, See. 

Tht 
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The bishopric of Sion dates from the rt-CHAt. 
motest times. The importance of it's situa- ^^.1^. 
tbn, as a' military post, induced Charlemagne 
to augment its rev«iues by considerable domi- 
tioDs; as he thought he had less to apprehend 
frwn the ambition of a prelate than from the 
turbulence of his barons. 

We have ^ready had occasion to mentioh 
the. numerous religious foundations which 
^I'ung from the ill-directed devotion of an 
unenlightened age. Many of them are at- 
tributed, by the early writers, to the missionary 
leal of the Irish*. ' For the proofs of this as- 
sertion, we must refer the reader to the monk- 
ish historians, frdm whom he will learii that 
Columban ^nd Gallus-fi in company with 
leveral other godly personages, migrated from 
■ their native morasses to diffuse the light of 
the Gospel among the inhabitants of the Alps. 
Sigebert, who ^as one of liiis devout troop, 

• Many Scotish and Irish missionaries (as we have , 
already observed) preached the Gospel in Germany, 
and the adjacent districts. This circumstance may 
Account for. the numher of convents which were 
founded in Germany for students from those countries, 
■9me of which are etill in existence, Mosheim II. 256, 
f MuHer^Lix. 

having 
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.'•QHftp.^viqg; ,p^Qet;r^ted ioto tlie .i^ncultiv^ted val- 
'Y- .lies of Rlmeti^ fijced hU l^abittitfop ip^ se- 
questered spot o^r the source of t\\e Ahii^; 
.where havi]|tg gained an ascendency ov^ ^ 
xude minds of tiie natives, by the ifervoc of 
,Ifis,^U>quenQe and the austerity of his m^mner^, 
he at length founded the abbey of Pifiseqtie, 
.which was successively endowed by pious 
[prinpes, and in particular by the eippress 
rCunigohde, the wife of Henry II. / 

The glowing devotion and ticUve ben«vo- 
ience of Callus gave celebrity to a rQ^n^tic 
.spot near the lake of .Constance, on which, in 
honour of his memory, was built the, mfigui- 
ficent abbey of St.-Gal. Few foundations in 
Kurope -h^ive contributed more essentially to 
l^e preservation of literature. It's libra^ 
<w93 a repository, in which the works ofQifin- 
tilian, ^he history of AmmiMus, and Cicero's 
book on.tiielaws, were secu^d from the de- 
structive depredations of ignorance and hi- 
jgotry; ravagers often more fetal to learning 
.,than the hordes of a barbarian axmy . Neither 
' did many of it^s treasures escape the indefati- 
gable researches of PoggjoBraccioIini. From 
it's schools, as from a genei;fil centre, the light 

of 
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-of reaitin bamtaveErvtheBarrowidiiigpitiniicesciiAT. 
of H^tv«tk) «nA coaduoed matenadlj to ^ i^t. 
HnBTivttl cf letters. 

But, -amang tbe Teligitme intftittt^Q? of , 
^}v<^^ ncme iras sm olivet of ^udn iprnv* 
#w^ v€nn€fr£fti(m aEJ'theoeiebrated Knaaast^y 
Xlf £ai8iedien. k was branded in ^ uindi 
'ttsatttfy, Iry Memrad*, idieonly son of Bertoici, 
Count of HohenBoll^Hm, Educated .in the 
lap of :s^enee, ami endowed with every <ta»- 
■^ot Co adocn the kigfaeat itstion, fae w«3 
idoofocd'to b^old itfae ilaVtemi^jpramise of 
.bisytfoth suddenly blasted. Beoeived ini^ 
''tibjeiit of Istn tenderest >afieGtioD, and be- 
-tm^d :by die feiend -i« iwitam his geaeraqs 
'Wml'VepctBed/Utiboiwded'confideaioe, he afaon- 
(^Aied the <W0Yld in ^tiie iolExna of .life. iHis 
Untied inw^nsttion (took a different rdivec- 
'Yion; MXnd tke fepvor of religion succeeded to 
■thd lebtbttsiiMn of love. Eveiiy -spot that 
-btfre i^e laiM)s$t''itestige o^ ihumanj impmre- 
'Inait btic^Bie hateful ito <faim, for with the 
'kbbur it recalled to his recollection the 
f|j*Ffi(fy of nam. The .gloomy solitude .<if 

f*AIulli!r,Lxi. 

Mount 
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CHAP.Mount Etzel was more congenial-to his feel>- 
^Tj ings. Having constructed a hut of roots and 
moss, he spent the day in prayer and medita- 
tion, and the nigfat in tears. A pious matron 
of the jtown of Altorf, having discovered his 
retreat, caused a small but more commodious 
habitation to be erected, with an adjoining 
chapel. To tliis he removed, and occupied 
it during seven years, an object of veoera- 
lion to tiie surroundiog country. Crowds of 
pilgrims flocked duly to his cell, the afflicted- 
receiving comfort from his exhortations, the 
. profligate being converted by hi» admonitions, 
«nd the penitent deriving courage from his ' 
prayers. Fatigued at length by the inces- 
sant mterruptions which, withdrew his soul 
from contemplaUpsi, hp departed in secret to 
a sequestered forest near the present conveot 
of Einsiedlen, where at a distance from tbe 
haunts of men, he once nuwre abandoned 
himself to solitude and devotion. The ab- 
bess of a neighbouring convent, on the lak« 
of Zuric, was no sooner made acquainted with 
the austerity of his life, than she prevailed 
upon him to permit her to supply the place of 
his former benefiictress. A chapel was erected j 
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on the site of of the present monastery, and, cha^p^ 
like that, dedicated to the holy vii^n*. In a ,^X^- 
ContigMOus cell Meinrad li*ed for ■thirty-two 
years, with thie reputation of perfect sanctity, 
fthen he was assassinated by banditti. Le- 
^nds add, that two crows, which he had edu- 
cated irom their nest, pursued his murderers 
jpith unremitting perseverance, till by their 
horrid screams they awakened their consciences 
to such a sense of guilt, that they surrendered 
themselves into the hands of justice -f. 
' The contentious spirit of the laity proved 
a productive source of prosperity to the 
church ; as it was not unusual for the opulent, 
by liberal donations to some religious house, 
to "provide for themseh-es a sanctuary in the 
event of any sudden reverse. Alienations of 
^is kindwere, in general, popular; monasr 
lie establishments being for the most part 
favourable to agricultural improvement; and 
in their jurisdiction less oppressive than the 

• For a further account of the many miracles peif- 
fomied at the consecration of this splendid fabric, we i;e- • 
fer the reader to the learned and cre<hiloiis Calmet ; in 
vhom-he will find a very minute, if not a very satisfac* 
Vay^ ietaji. 

•f Chronicle of Eiogi^dlcn. 

authority 
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CHAT, anthonty of Uie barons. Exclusiyelj of tlie 
valuable aojuisitions likewise which they daiijr 
vaad^f most of tbe^e ecclesiastical insUtutiaos 
■were amply enddwed by their original founds' 
ers. The town o( Lucern, with all its de- 
pendencies, was subject to the monks of Mur-; 
bach in Aifacc ; while the canons of Lucerne 
possessed a claim to the greater part of the 
cantop' of .Unterw^lden. Many abbo^' h!ul 
been d^coi^ted with the pastoral cross, qM' 
took their seats among the piinces of tt» 
.empire. Of tins ojimber was the abbot of 
St. Gal. 

The influence of so numerous and power*^ 
ful a body, over evejy class of people, waf 
beyond belief. A more intimate union h6-> 
tween it's different branches indeed, would 
have enabled the church to attract every 
thing within it's insatiable grasp. Fortu- 
nately for Helvetia, the ambition of the 
clergy was not yet reduced to that systematic 
form which it afterward assumed under the 
artful guidance of Rome. Every religious 
society was, at that time, absorbed in scb«neft 
o£ private aggrandisement. There was do 
uniformity in the plan, no co-operation in th« 
attack. 
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aftladc. Thd Jesaits hove sinoe: tan^ht i1iccha.v» 
worM wh^t fl-onderfol tilings imight hrtre been, '^ ' 
aicbfeved by regulated craft mtm unenlight- 
ertftd world. 

The ascendency of the nob^, became efrery 
diy rtitn-e considerable ; but their pride ^d 
arrogainee mote than kept pace with that 
power. So th^ while they exacted t^ most 
iraplitit deference from the subordinate ranks 
of society, thfey haughtilj refosed to dcknow- 
ledge a superior. 

This unsettled state of gOFvemmrait, both 
in France and Germany, proved peculiarly 
favourable to the encroachments of ambition ; 
nor was the weakness of the reigning princes 
by ariy means calculated to inspire that sa- 
liitary awe, .which in an ^e of unbounded 
licentiousness can alone conduce to the mam^ 
tenance of social order. 

Such appears to' have been the situation of 
Switzerland, from the beginning of the tenth 
to the close of the twelfth century. In the 
Alemannic provinces a permanent system of 
government is scarcely ever to be traced. 
The Bargandian princes, who owed their 
crown to the suffrago of the people, enjoyed 

at 
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CHAP.at best but a precarious authority: and. were 
^' frequently reduced to that most distress- 
ing of all sitnatjons, when no choice was 
' left them except between the extremes of evil ; 
' inrniiliatingcondescensions, or open, rebellion. 
To these high-spirited chiefe a numerous 
"body of inferior nobility looked up fpr sup- 
port, who were either fed by their bounty, un- 
der the equivocal title of officers of state, or 
attached to their interest by the ties of feudal 
obligation. Honours were also conferred" as 
^6 rewards of valour, and dispensed with a 
lavish hand to thos^ who distinguished them- 
selves in the holy wars. For it was found that 
re<x>mpepses of this nature frequently con- 
tributed to sustain the ardor which plight 
have cooled had it been fed by np other fuel 
than that of devotion. This general prosti- 
tution of dignities degraded then) in the esti- 
mation of all men who were capable of form- 
ing a rational conclusion. When they beheld 
whole crowds, whom they h^ been &ught to 
contemplate with an eye of reverence, deperfe 
dent on the precarious bounty of the great» 
they ceased to consider them as beings of a 
different species firom. themselves. Nor shall 
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*fe' 'fiijd' cause'' «6* ■W6ndei^'^t-'tIbV''^iiii&6«4A'ft 
bf Opinion,' when* %e' kre 'Iteidl^thBt'^'ai^ A -fi*- , 
Writers' iriake"i]Hftiffidn'6f''irr6re iJlart IrirdTW 
*andt^ noble fiiteliresWhbi ffof«ifi9fi^''''M 
Switzerland ih thfet^urae of't^o'centifti^r*,'! , 
■ li'is'an (Vbject bf ciirious I'esfeahih'ta^fF*^ 
tigftfe ihe rise' and progreai d^tHe'thrfe'e dif- ' 
feterit'Otders'VilHtcli constitute eveVj^ pb^^tSeal 
ifiso'datioli. irfi^; i*'oiiLrTT,'Whbse Original 
is coeval with the introduction of feudfil ihaii^ 
Mrs, dbfiVedaIn' unbounded ' in^uen^e tit>m 
ffie abdses of that barbarous sj^steni ; and fo^ 
alfeng'lJriie formteda point in •flie social tircle 
frovn wHich eiery- thingf^' di^^gedj aHd ill 
^ich eviery thing centereld] If is' b|y' rio 
means our inteiition philosophically to analyst 
the wisdom of an institution which added a 
stimulus to the human mind. ' Tlie fountain 
of honours is a kream, whence the most 
brilliant achievements have frequently flowed^ 
All the refinements of chivalry, that eccentric 
system 'of romantic virtUe, Which exhibits the 
human character in so strange, thoUgh so dig* 
nified, a dres^— with all it's "splendid train Of 

• ' ^ JBtUQIpf. » 

Vol. I. N appropriate 
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P«WS «*■ PSlWw sfPifWr. feWJi^ WW fcs •** 
IW«S^ r^! ^'m^- Ttej W* »i cheap 

^Ci biwoif atoSf 8(%H)r, fiyxB^ % mroK li 
Vispij?d-, NFithficw(flluscapi*leil|<|:aJb^S<)f 

S(}»^I huB>i}»«ksi of ipwajjHOg. 1^, t|;^i)fyn) 
ij>«<;t»tor, of tfmm_ ijjijgl} hjs, awbfuitf.iitW 
w^l^ie to reatawit- 

In this hopeless state of barbarism aaothv 

eUtsa of men emergai fe>m obwurit;. W« 

iiavfr 
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hav^ alr^idy sieam^hatmandertbe-CLEit&T gbab; 
threw aade thoj* primitive charoNier «f h«- i'^- 
milifey, anid am^ated to th^oselVes pi^roga- 
tites which are totally incoaaistent with the 
limited i«eultie8 df me^. H«nce arose that 
&ta] contest between the daurch and the sttate* 
vhitM distracted Europe daring a long period 
of ignorance and superstition, aitd rendereii 
tbe tnumph of anarchy com^^ete. .Among 
the most crying abuses of papal power none 
kns been employed with greater eilect than 
excoiAmunicatioB : An engine,, wluc^ pro* 
perly directed, and used only fiwthe clastSse- 
m^it df impenitent guilt, might have been 
prodoctive of the grratest benefit to the cause 
ef morality, became the most destructive wea-- 
pon that ambition ever employed. It is cu- 
rious- enou^ (o remark the gradual progress 
obsef ved in the rising scale of maledictions, in 
proportion' as those with which the ear was ^ 
miliar decreased in,^cacy ; till we ultimately 
find the earthly representative of the King of ■ 
iSercy vomiting forth anathemas and execra- 
tioDS against his ChristiaD brethren, for thff 
slightest shade of difference in their religious 
•pinions, wluch would httve gounded harshly in 
s s thft 
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CHAP. the mouths of devils*. Persona) merit, of lite- 
■'^' raryattainmCTils, were rarely attended to in die 
disposal of the higher benefices of die church, 
which were almost exclusively confined to the 
nobility. So long, indeed, as the prejudices 
of the age attached the performance of mili- 
taiy service to the possession of the first eccle- 
siastical dignities, it was scarcely to be ex- 
pected that the mitre ^ould ever find it's way 
into a plebeian family. The inferior clergy 
were exempt from the burthens of war, but 
were bound in all the duties of socca^e to the 
lord under whom they held their lands. 
, Hie PEOPLE, as we have already observed, 
were daily gaining ground. Slavery is the 
ofi!spring of ignorance ; and cannot long sub- 
sist in an enlightened age. 
•■ At the accession of Kodolphus to the im- 
perial throne Helvetia was divided into a va- 
riety of little states. Among the-most power- 
fiil of the independent barons were the counts 
of Toggenbourg and Rapperswyl,>lio were 
masters of that remuMit of , the Thurgaw, 
which ivas still unoccupied by the w^akby 

* Jdosheim. 

lates 
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prelates of Constance and St. Gal. With the chap. 
exception of some few lordshipa vhich be- l^* 
longed to the houses of 'Lansb^rg* arid of 
Baden, the chiton of Zuric was subject to the- 
potent fiimily of Kyburg. The towns of Ar- 
berg and Zofingeij, with the whole western 
bank of the Aar from Olten to fiibaistein, 
obeyed the counts of Froburg and Bucheck.^ 
In the canton of B^e, the most considerabW 
families were thoie of Thierstein and Horn-' 
burg. Tlie domain of the count of Rothen- 
"berg lay contiguous to the lake of Lucerne. ' 
On the extinction of the House of Zaringen, 
Thun and Burgdorf devolved to the house of 
Kyburg. Among the mountuns of , Berne 
we diseover the lords of Wiflisbourg. The 
great pc^sessions of tlie house of Ne^chatel 
had lately fallen between fiiur collate]:al 
branches ; Nefichatel, Arberg, Valendis, and 
Nidau, The town of Granson was subject-to 
it's distinct lord. The dominions of the house 
of Savoy extended to the southern rfiore of 
the lake of Geneva, and thence to St. Mau- 
ntius. ; while on the northern extremity it 
comprehended the whole country between 
Lausanne, Moral, and Iverdun. So far back 
N 3 as 
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CHAP, as the eleventh century, this amlntioas fiumly 
> j^' . obtained a footing in one of the finest pro- 
vinces of Transjurane Burgundy ; and the 
counts of Morienne procured the investiture 
. ef the duchy of Chablais from the emperor 
Conrad 11. in which grant both Vevais and 
Bomon were included. The inhabitants of 
the lower Vallais, who were lesi indebted to 
Batnre than their neighbours for local strength, 
were subject to the same jurisdiction *. 

But formidiable as the house of Savoy at 
first sight appears, it was, in reality, far less to 
, }ie feared than that of Hapsburg. From ^ 
remotest times the towns of Altenbui^ and 
Bruck, both places of considerable strength, 
belonged to that potent &mily. Hapsburg 
itself was buih in 1013 by Radpot, an an- 
cestor of Rodolphus, who was assisted by his 
brother, the bishop of Strasbourg. Whwi 
complete the pjrelate visited the castle, and 
having examined it with an att^ikive eje» 
observed that the magnificence of the edifice 
by no meaos corresponded with the greatness 
of' the expense. Radpot made bo reply, fault 

•Mullor, Tschanier, Staippf. WatteriUf, Sic. , , 
' t. calling 
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■■ ^' Htitnb«H MS ^at^fi^ df ttiir fo% 
" lowers that we must look JUr tte ftliuM 
*< ^t;^ bf t)ir *ai!ii." 

Nstw'i^uMiiig tbe tM^i <f thij MJi^ 
wtitHi, «hidi ieMis tt))ia^ bm( tx^aami'k^ 
!ti a leddlitg f>niKiple to dirtci Hij pdlt«rHj^ 
ik tfa« fMbi of ktnbitian^ itii tiefirtlitlesi! i«^ 
ittjU-fcaUfe thM M AuAriU fiiMiily haj been 
!tK>r« frek]<i«t)tl^ indebted ttf aWaftcits, than tt 
^OD<(tiest^ for tlieir imntiefise' #ccjuisittoi»*, 
the eili{)er<A' Sodolpbus inherited ftou His 
motlier the cbanties of Leh^rg, Ihaden iaiA , 
Kybbtg, the tinm of WiifteMMr, with the 
faugraviiiKs IX Ztig «uid llurgau. Th« 
eonkla «f baafliaibour^ «ho wet« desooided 
liMn the smii pro^nitorg; (usiesseil tht 
MWns of Latuffenbnurgi WaUafaot, RheiJifcM, 
and Seckiii^n: While amjtfact-r biit more 
dist^t, breneh governed tile priiici{i^iti6s of 
Bn^rftUid'Tbas.. 

* The Cbrtonate alliances of Austria gave rise to thi . 
Miwiiig liotiV 1 • .-■ 1 

BiHft'geinhit foittsr tv.filh ^BS^j-*JWti- - 
}ima (]ue Man alii?, dat tibi regoa Venus. 

N4 Tb» 
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.qaAB. J^p chief Bpt|x»iCy ip the Gruowf, the 
jY- qncifiPt Rhoatia, center^ ia, the biftipps tuai 
' (;DU|:i)2i of Coire; the Lords of Sargans. and 
iW^erdenberg jwi 4so considerable posseanoiu 
W that country. > 

The evident superiority. «f the houses of 
^apsburg < Ajod , S^voy . over the rest, of the 
Jielyetic prince seenjed clearly to announce 
th^tjtfae ivholeof Switzerland was ultimate^ 
jiestin^ either to be divided betweep them, 
or, if they should disagree in the parti- 
tvifi of the prey, to be swallowed up hy 
the 'Successfid competitor. Hitherto, indeed, 
,1^ : attention of the latter had been parti- 
.Qi4arly directed -toward the plains of Lorn*- 
;)^rdy, wbjte the forniier (on£ned their vien^ 
j» northern ;Helvetia; but the atta^nnM^t 
~:of the impeidal' dpow^n opened awider £eld 
M the aspiring ', genius. , of Bo^lphos, 1 and 
,taught hi^,b%cherish subtinier projects. No 
-state of 4xiaiw^oercan ibe deemed completely 
wretched; while rtbe! miad is' supported, ixf 
hope ; but to the Helvetk;>pea^ak po object 
presented itself that could inspire comfort, or 
solace despair. \n the s&ii vicissitude of mi- 
Utary tri«mfl;(8.he might ^p^Wy experience 
.:. .:j ■ :, ^.1 i I. , ■ , i„ ^ s chang« 
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achaogeof tyrants; but a change of destiny oh ap. 
was a blessing too great tO: be expected. ^^• 

Still however there existed in Switzerland 
soQie towns, which in quality of imperial ci- 
ties laid claim to a variety of privileges, which 
not only rendered their existence leas bur^ 
thensome, but which even sefved as a 
foundation for future emancipation. Of this 
description were Bale, Soleure, Berne, 
and ZuRic. , Some of the lesser cantons also, 
notwithstanding the pretensions of the church, 
enjoyed under the protection of the empire 
a constitution in many respects democratical*^ , 
, Zuric was, at that time, the most consi- 
derable of the Helvetic cities, on account 
both of it's antiquity and of it's commerce. 
The ancient Turicum perished by the incon- 
sideviite fury of the Helvetii, as a prelude to 
their invasion of Gaul ; but by degrees it re- 
covered from its ruins, and the foundation of 
two celebrated abbeys, by attracting conti- 
nual crowds of votaries, created a permanent ' ■ 
Boorce of augmenting prosperity ; henceforth 
It was regarded as the capital of the adjacent 

•Sturapf. Hottiag. Spec. Tig. 

' ' pro^'inces. 
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CH AP.prpvinces. It was the place where the gdvei^ 
^^- nor resided, and where the tribunals of jm> 
tice were held. The concurrence of so many 
&Tourable circumstances, added to the adraii- 
tages of local position, invited aiti^stns and 
hjanufacturers firom every quarter, whose 
exertions and ingenuity gave wealth and <x^ 
lebrity to the rising city. 

If we examine the form of governtoeni 
which prevailed in Zuric at this early period, 
we shall find cause to admire the wisdoin of 
it's institutiorjs. The executive power vti 
lodged in a council of thirty-six membei'Sj 
over whom the imperial prefect presided. 
Twelve of these were in active situations, and 
' nmained in office for the space Of four months, 
when they were relieved by an equal nomber ; 
SQ that, in the course of a year, every mem- 
ber by rotation was chaiged witb the super- 
intendence of the pubKc affairs. The nomi- 
nation to these important fimctions was orii 
ginally vested in the lady abbess, bdt wai 
transferred to the burghers by .Frederic H. 
when Znric was raised to the rarrft of art lin* 
perial city. After the extinction of the house 
of Zarijigen the office of inpeitial governor 
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seems entirely to have ceased. So that, ift ChaP. 
fact, Zuric had been making progressive steps 
toward independence long before the Ttolence 
of Albert kindled the flame of liberty. In' 
the year 1 230, a dispute arose between the " 
citizens and the clergy, with respect to the 
payment trf certain territorial imposts, from 
which the latter claimed an exemption. Par-* 
ties ran so high that the ecclesiastics pro- 
ceeded to extremities, and had recourse to 
their usual weapons, the thunders of the 
church *. This conduct was alarming in . 
an age of ignorance, and might have been 
attended with fetal consequences, had the 
courage of the burghers given way. But 
notwithstanding the mimerous. inconveniences 
arising from a temporary suspension of com- 
mercial intercourse, they persevered with spi- 
rit, and finally r^olved to banish prieste of 
every description from their territory, unless 
they consented pubiicFy to retmct the inter- 
dict, and thenceforth to renounce the use 
of so dangerous a weapon, till expressly 



authorized 
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.CHAP.authorized by the then incontrovertible 
^y - autfaoritj of Rome. 

After the demise of the emperor Frederic 
the citizens of Zuric shook oif every vestige 
of dependence on the house of Suabia, and 
contracted an alliance with the forest cantons 
for their mutual defence*. Neither were 
they wanting in other precautions ; but ia 
order to give additional strength to the 
union they made advantageous overtures 
to the count of Regensberg, provided he 
would join in the league. These offers were 
however refused, as Regensberg had other 
views, and hoped by his treacherous prac- 
tices to establish a more solid dominion., 
Disappointed, but not discouraged, they had 
recourse to the house of Hapsburg : and the 
tempting proposals were accepted by Rodol- 
phus without hesitation. An intimate union 
now^ok place, and a cotpbined army entered 
the territory of Regensberg, to punish the 
haughty count for his imprudence. In a few 
weeks all the fortresses, which were objects of 
jealousy to the rising power of Zuric, were 

• In the year 1140. 

taken 
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taken and destroyed ; and their proud ownerCHAP. 
was reduced to the humiliating necessity o f ''''• , 
supplicating for peace to a people whose al- 
liance h» had so lately rejected with disdain. 

Berne, though by no means a city of equal 
hnportance* was in possession of similar im- 
muhittes. We have already been made ac- 
quainted with its origin. The spot, selected 
by Bertold for the site of this fortress, was 
chosen with bis wonted judgment, being in 
every respect calculated to secure it against 
surprise, in an age when military tactics were 
yet in their in&ncy. As an asylum against 
the oppression of the great, the unfortunate 
flocked thither from ^1 quarters, ao that there 
are few instances in history, of any social 
establishment having increased with greater 
rapidity. We fhould form however an er- 
roneous idea of this Uttle state, were we to' 
suppose that h possessed either those inter- 
nal comforts, or that external consideration j to 
which, under the benign auspices of liberty, it 
subsequently attained. On the contrary, it's 
powers were contracted, and it's destiny was 
precarious. Neither was it possible for the 
citizens to preserve inviolate those privileges 
which 
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CH^PiwlwcH they owed to th© geaerosity of the 
^\' ^i mpgfial CEown, without the most vigitftot afc- 
t^Rtion. Our knowledge of %be fiwrm of go- 
v^rnHHent which was orlgiaally establiahed i^ 
Berqe is l^i from accurate* as meet of the 
ancient recosds pensbed with the gveater part 
of the towa ia a-dreadfiil conflagration. But 
it was certaioly elevated to the tank of aa 
idBjienal city by Frederie II. and wa»ft-oni 
that tone placed under the auinictpel juru- 
diction^ of a mayor and common csuncil. 
Over tbeae magistrates the count of ha/sen^^ 
berg presided as prefect. Thisofnce^howev^-,^ 
was littde mone than a nooHhat distinGtioo, 
inferred by t^ empenoc upon k fevourite, at 
whose death it was abo£shed. Every existing 
document indeed seems cleatily to indicate' 
^at t^ constitution of Berne,, from it's very 
. beginning, was in a great measure aristocrati- 
cal, .the magistrates being^ excluidvely cbosrai- 
from among the nobles. To them the direc- 
tion and conduct of all military enterprises .. 
was intrustedi But whether this was a prin- 
ciple inherent in the government, or whether 
fi-om the disproportion between the emolu- 
ments of ofllce and its fatigues, the duties of 
a public 
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anubjic life w^re villingly abandoned by the chap^ 
lower orders of citizens, is a point upon which ^ '^ ^ 
ware i^t competent to decide *. 

T^&djSiXmy of Soleure bore* atill greats 
UKtlpgy to tb^t of Zuric ; with wbicb it 
tWMDiied m ^f^ 4egree oi antiquity. De- 
stioyed by t^e uicvtsiods of the Hun» and thf 
Alemaoiu, it revived, like Zuiijc, under the 
finteringi ming of reli^n; but in a state of 
alwobite dependence on those establi^ments* 
v)ucb derived their existence from the lavisb 
^ty of Bertha, the modierof Conrad. The 
pnjvilege oi being governed by theis owr 
n^uificipal officers wa$ cooferr;ed on the citir 
vns by tbe impeiial bounty ; but ihe nomir 
naboQ of the maydr (or first magistrajte), in 
whom a^l cnminsd jurisdiction' centered, wa# 
reserved to the emptor, as a niark of feuddl 
■uprem^y. We find^ however, that during 
the reign of Frederic II. this office beqamf 
elective,, though it was confined exclusively t^ 
the h^hfr orders. Till at length liie coun^ • 
of Buel}^k» havjng purc^ias^ the right qf 
QO^iaaftion iirom tl;e. en^p^ror Qenry VU. 

• Hrf*. BiU. III. ffj, 1 1 8, 1 29, 8ic. 

made 
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tjHAP. made a formal surrender of it to dii* 
iV. city* 

After the destruction of Augusta, the prin- 
cipal city of the Rauraci, Bale seenisto hav« 
been considered as the capital of that ancieiit 
province ; and, at a very early period, to have 
been raised to thedignity of an episcopal see". 
Though overwhelmed in the general ruin 
which accompanied the destructive mafcH of 
the Huns, it was rebuilt under the patronagei 
and probably by the aid, of the Emperor 
Henry II. Notwithstanding the immunities 
which it enjoyed ais a free city, the liberalitj 
of the bishops appears frequently to have 
prevailed over the patriotism of the burghers; 
since we find them, at one time, in possession 
of the whole sovereign authority. The peo- 
ple however at length becoming sensible of 
their past imprudence, struggled to regain 
that independence which their own supine^ 
ness, and liie corruption of their magistrates 
had so wantonly thrown away. ' The most 
violent contests ensued j during which the 
haughty prelates were driven from the city, 
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tad compelled to lake refuge in a fortress on chap- 
the opposite bank of the Rhine. It was in in- 
consequence of a dispute of this nature, that 
the citizens ap[died to Ilodolphus of Hapsburg 
for protection, and he was actually lying with. 
his forces before the episcopal castle when he 
received an ofler of the imperial crown*. 

Seveial towns, of inferior note, were like* 
ivise entitled to various privileges ; while the 
three cantons of Uri, Schweitz, and UnterwaU 
tlea had been long conspicuous for a warm 
attachm^it to liberty. Situated in fertile ral- 
lies, in the most elevated part of Europe, the 
inhabitants of those delightful regions were 
separated from the rest of mankind by a vast 
ch^n of almost inaccessible mountains, and ~ 
from each other by a lake, the navi^tion of 
which is at all times perilous on account of 
the sudden and frequent storms which gather 
round the majestic summits of the St. Gothard. 
Though strangers to luxury, and possessing 
scarcely any liiing of value except their flocks, 
and herds, this virtuous race of men cannot 
with propriety be called poor, since they 

•• IJjst,^Basil, V, ti, vji. 
Vol. I. , knew 
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CHAP, knew none of those factitious wants which tbf 
IV. refinements of society have rendered neces- 
sary to opulence. Their mediocrity was re. 
garded as a blessing, because it left tbeoi in 
the uninterrupted enjoyment of that 6reedom, 
which to their untwnted minds appeared pre- 
• ferable to all the pomp and slavery of greatr 
net>s. Even iu these unsettled times, the form of 
^eir constitution* bore a strong resemblancs 
to that which afterward prevailed during tho 
most flourishing period of their history: the 
same general assemblies, the same municipal 
establishments existed in both. The suprem« 
criminal jurisdiction was vested in the empe-r 
ror, and by him delegated to Uie nearest m-i 
perial commissary, who was summoned iq 
cases of urgent necessity ; for none resided 
in these peaceful valea-f". 

• According to Mallet, the Schweitzers were a fte« 
people from tbcir first establishineot in the Alps. If we 
may < rerlit tniditkin, they assisted ia delivering Itslj 
froai tht Sarucens in the nintji qenlury, and received, in 
eon--e«iuence, from Gregory IV. the title of Gefofdert^ 
the Church, Their connection with the empire sppesn 
clearly to have been nothing more than a voluntary *s- 
sociation, foimed upon principles of mtjtuiil utility, 
Mallet. I. 170. ' 

t Stumpf. vi. Guilliman de Reb, flelvet. iii. Mali 
lei. X, 171. 
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' In this state of seclusion a vtrttidos mind chap; 
might have enjoyed a degree, of happiness i^- 
unknown in the more boifiterou^ scenes of ac- 
tive life- To the inaccessibility of their na- 
tive rocks they trusted for security against 
external aggression ; for even when the de- 
creasing snows opened here and there a prac- 
ticable passage, during the few months of 
summer which cheered the hoary prospect, a 
handtiil of men was able to defend the nar- 
row defiles against invading 'armies. The 
machinations of internal foes were alone to be 
apprehended. Against them they had jio 
]»otection, but in the closest union among 
themselves, or in the support of some power* 
ful neighbour. 

A donation, made by Otho the Great to 
the monastery of Einsiedlen, of some lands 
Mtuated near the lake of Lucerne, without 
a. correct aficertaiument of their boundaries 
proved an endless source of contention be-r 
tween the abbet and the inhabitants of 
Schweit-Zi This dispute had been formerly 
referred to Henry IV. and by him decided in 
iavour of the convent. Under pretence, how- 
ever, that he had been deceived by an erro- 
'. 3 neous 
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CHAP, neeus sMtement of fecta, the natives resirted 
^^; die execution of the decree^ and kept po»i- 
#ession of the contested territory. Convinced 
of the present inefficacy of any farther at- 
tempts, the friars' prudently resolved to wait 
ior a more convenient opportunity. Nor did 
they revive the claim, till the pious zeal of 
)i44. Conrad III. seemed to indicate a more propi- 
tious issue. To him consequently they adr 
dressed themselves*, and prevailed so &r» 
that they obtained a confirmation of the fori- 
mer sentence, with a promise likewise of his 
support. Elated with this momentary trif 
Viuph) die abbot put himself at the head of 
bis numerous vassals, and demanded instant 
restitution ; threatening his opponents, in case 
of contumacy, with the united vengeance of 
the empire and the church. Yet all was in^ 
effectual. Neither the terror of the imperial 
arms, nor the thunders of Rome, could shake 
their constancy ; for it was their heroic prinT 
ciple never to concede to violence what diey 
had once refused to entrea^. Thus w& ali 
ready discover strong symptoms of that tuH 

• Mallet I. 174. 

conquera^^ 
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tonquerable spiriti which we shall hereaftefcHAP. 
find fresh cause to admire in situaljona sttU ^'^: 
more distressful. During the whole of Con- . 
rad's reign, the Schweitaers continued under 
the imperial ban ; but the only effect of this 
impoHtic measure was 'to excite a degree of 
irritation in the public mind» which no leiii- 
flves, however prudently applied, could ever 
fiifectually calm. It was not, indeed, without 
the greatest difficulty that they were per* 
suaded to furnish their contingent to the em-> 
peror Frederic I. for the Italian wars, though 
this sagacious prince had the precaution pre- 
viously to annul the obnoxious decree, and 
to reinstate them in the possession of their 
ancient immunities. From this period, all 
connection with foreign princes became an 
object of so much jealousy, that on the death 
of Ub"ic count of Lensberg, their declared 
patron, they embraced the resolution of as* 
•erting their independeQcev-and trusting solely 
to their internal strength fpr support*. 
, Considering this open declaration as aa 
iflfringement of his royal prerogative, Otho 

* Tscbudi. Harmatini AooaL £ia»fed. in 

" & 3. inourice'd 
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cHAP-announc^d his' intention of reducing them to' 
^.^^ obedience hy fdrce of arms, and actually no- 
minated Count Hodolphus of Hapsburg, an 
Euibestor of the first emperor of that name, 
to the office of governor; investing him at 
the same time with unlimited poiVers. Yet 
no beneficial consequences ehsued. Unawed' 
hy these pompous preparations, the moun- 
taineers continued inflexible : Nor could the 
Count prevail upon them to submit, till he had 
solemnly pledged himself to govern according 
to the ancient laws and usages of the country. 
This important Concession, however, it ap- 
pearsj was insufficient to tr&nquillise the pub- 
He mind ; as he found so little reason to be 
pleased with .his sitnationj that he eagerly em- 
braced the first occasion of resigning it*. 
■ Henceforward, no opportunity was omitted 
by the foi'est-cantons to establish their inde- 
pendence on a more solid basis. Daring tha 
ieign of Frederic II. .they took advantage of 
the convulsed state of the empire, to demand 
from his eldest son Henry a powtive declara- 
trort, exemptitig them in ftrtitrfe from the ob» 
»33i. noxious jurisdiction of an imperial governor* 
• Mailed 1. 173. 
' ■ • This 



hyGoo(^le' 



MEtrStrC RlPtJBttCS. 199 

This request was granted in. the most satis- chap. 
factoty mannerj by a letter under that princeS 
own hand ; in which he acknowledges them to 
be B free people. Connected by voluntary a*;- 
aociation with the Germanic body, of which 
they formed a part. The only thing which 
BOW appeared to be wanting was a confirma- 
taon of this grant on the part of the empe-^ 
n>r ; and that they obtained in the course 
of a very few years* 

Nothing short of this unremitting vigilance 
could have secut^d the freedom of a peopley 
whose love of independence rendered them 
objects of jealousy to the neighbouring 
princes. Feeling that their own authority ' 
was built on the precarious basis of terror, 
they trembled lest the example should become 
Bontagious. Neither were the nobles less in- 
terested in suppressing a spirit which threat- 
ened the sabfersion of feudal despotism. But, 
as no rational hope could be entertained of 
success without the most perfect unanimity, 
ffconfederacy was formed against these rising 
children of liberty. The whole tribe of petty 

* Tschudi, iii. 

04 tyrants. 
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ciiAP^tytaiits, in which Germany has at all titAes 
^^- abounded beyond the rest of Europe, flew 
instantly to arras. The cantons of Uri, and 
Schweitz, which had supported themselves 
with difficulty against their spiritual enemies^ 
and the ilUhumour of tho emperor, began 
to tremble at the gathering storm. Zurit^ 
at this time the most powerful of the Helvetic 
citiesi seemed alone capable of affording suc- 
cour to the distressed inhabitants of the Alps. 
t • Reciprocity of interests produced an alliance. 
But as the forces which they were able to 
bring into the field appeared unequal to the 
contest, prudence suggested the necessity of 
looking round for a more, efficient ally. lo 
' consideration of a proportionate subsidyj Ro? 
dolphus ^f Hapsburg undertook their defence. 
Secure in the protection of so important a. 
friend, they resolved upon striking a decisive 
blow, and delivering themselves by one effec- 
tive measure from the machinations oi thos^ 
^ whose fidelity they had reason to suspact.: 
For this purpose a decree was passed to ba* 
nish the whole order of nobles, a few only er-, 
cepted, who had merited this honourable dis^ 
tinction by their prudence 'and moderation. 

i« 
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Id this unhappy state of exile they continued chab. 
till the elevation ef Rodolphus to the imperial ^^-^ 
throne, when through his powerful intercession 
ihey obtained leave to return*. 

In reading the history of Switzerland, we, 
are struck with the peculiar good fortune of 
the. natives, who, at a period when most of 
the European states were grovelling in abject 
davery, were enabled to shake oft' the yoke 
of despotism, and to establish a constitution 
which secured freedom and happiness to their 
posterity. Yet, if we attentively examine the 
Mtuation of Helvetia at the close of the tlur-_ 
teenth century, the prospect was indeed pre- 
carious, and afforded just cause of apprehen*. 
sion to every reflecting mind, whether the ex- 
isting confusion would terminate in a state of 
hopeless tyranny ; or whether the peopla 
would ultimately triumph, and the downfall 
of feudal aristocracy lead to the establish- 
ment of civil liberty upon a solid foundation. 

Meanwhile every effort that cunning could 
suggest, or violence employ, was made by the 
jealous nobles in order to check the rapid, 

* Simler, Tichudi, iii. Guillimaa de Keb. Helv. 

n. xvi. 

-progress 
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<Jhap. progress which mankind were daily making 
i -*^' . in the arts of civilisation and comfort. Sepa- 
rately, the towns were too weak to resist ; 
and the difficulty of communication rendered 
an effective union almost impoaaible. The 
public roads \vere infested by banditti. The 
/ traveller was exposed to danger at every step, 
while the robbers found a secure asylum in 
forests, or in the castles of the great, who 
were not only the protectors, but frequently 
the associates of tiieir guilt. 

Under such circumstances the Swiss had 
much to encounter ; and notwithstanding all 
their energy and perseverance, they might 
ultimately have failed in \he attempt had 
they not derived an unsuspected support from 
the errors and the divisions of their opponents'. 
For their freedom was by no means the result 
of one bold exertion, or of victory in a single 
battle ; but it arose from a succession of 
events, prosperous beyond any thing which 
the most sanguine diaposition could, with 
any appearance of probability, have anti- 
cipated. 

Hitherto we have travelled through a dreaiy 
and, desolate waste. Our prospect begin* 



now 
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DOW to brighten. Instead of a disgusting ciiap. 
catalogue of crimes and weaknesses, it re- xv. 
mmns for us to record a series- of actions 
which dignify hiiman nature ; and to eluci- 
date the mysterious ways of Providence, in 
rendering excess of misery the source of 
liappiaess Xo a virtuous people. 
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CHAP. V. 

Bodolpkus of Hapsburg-^Jlbert — His unpopular 
Govemmenl'^ Discontents in Switzerland — 
Gessler and Landejtberg — William Tetl—Unim 
of the Forest-Cantons — The Aufirian Govem- 
mettt overturned. 

CHAP. 1 HE ancient system of warfiire was pecu* 
^ ' liarly favourable to the display of personal 
courage. Nothing was more common tfian 
for men, who would pass unnoticed in the 
Tanks of a modern army, to attract by some 
sudden effort the attention of the world, and 
to soaj at once filom comparative obscurity to 
the highest pinnacle of renown. Such was 
Rodolphus of Hapsburg, who by his prowess 
and generosity rose from- the rank of a simple 
count, not only to be the head of the German 
body, but to be the founder of a family, 
which in the space of three centuries bid feir 

- to realise the most chimerical plans of univer- 

- sal monarchy. 

A spirit 
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A spirit of insubordination had long placed ch ak 
■tiie great vassals of the empire in a state of ^ ' ^ 
dmost absolute independence which rendered 
the imperial crown a burthen lio less grievous 
tbui humiliating to fit's wearer. The dis- 
astrous situation of public aflairs demanded 
all the active virtues of an accoipplished 
prince,; but the ambi^ous projects of the 
electors rendered them cautious respecting 
the object of their choice. In this dilemma 
the public wishes pointed universally to Ro- 
dolph of Hapsburg. Endowed with qualities 1273. 
which were calculated to adorn the highest 
Btatidn, he wps not yet sufficiently powerful to 
excite t^e jealousy of his ambitious compeers. 
The prudence whiph he had manifested in the 
rarious changes of a military lite insoired the 
most flattering presage of his future reign, 
and created a rational hope that the whole 
energy of his mind would be exerted for tho 
re-estabh^ment of social order. Neither 
were his resources so limited, as to deprive 
him of the authority requisite to restrain the 
inferior vassals within the bounds of duty, 
and to curb the excesses in which they in- 
dulged when left to their own discretion. 

The 
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CHAP. The name of Rodolph is so justly celebrat* 
^' ed in modern story, as /the most distinguished 
personage in an age when mankind began to 
throw aside the shackles of barbarism, and to 
feel themselves capable of something better 
than the toils of pedantry or of war, that cur 
liosity dwells with peculiar ^itisfaction.OD diQ 
annals of his reign. He was in stature con*^ 
siderably above the ctHnmon standard, though 
bis form was by no means athletic. His fea- 
tures, strong and masculine, ^ve an occasional 
air of sternness to his countenance, which 
feemed to . indicate . a severity of temper not 
natural to his c^);acter. But no sooner did 
be enter warmly into a debate, than tbejr 
gradually softened, and by tbeir animauou 
and aiFability effaced every un&vourable iin» 
pression. His conversation was lively, femi- 
liar, and amusing, even amidst the most imr 
portant occupations. Plain and unassuming 
in his manners, he wa^ the declared enemy of 
luxury, and endeavoured by his owij example 
to check tlie ostentation and expensiveneu 
which began already to iiod their way iptQ 
the dwellings of the great. Wlien in the 
iield, his way of lifo. scarcely differed from 

thiit 
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that of the meanest soldier. He ate of theCHAp. 
same homely vjands ; he reposed upon the v- 
same bed of straw. Nay, so fer did he carry - 
this love of simplicity, that he has been found 
Bitting before his tent, patching his tattered 
■ doublet,. while he issued orders to surrounding 
generals, and secured victorv by a well-plan- 
ned atlaclj. The early part of his life was 
Bptnt entirely in camps; and we have already 
seeu him defending the cause of liberty 
Against the outrages of the great. In this re- 
spect, indeed, his conduct has exposed himto 
the imputation of impolicy ; and he is accused 
of having contributed to the elevation of a 
febric, which rose in ■ the sequel to so enor- 
mous a height, Yet if we could wholly di- 
vest oufselves of all historical information, 
and forgetting the eventful revolutions, which 
five centuries have produced in the affairs of. 
men, could identify those views which expe^ 
rience and reflection (the sure guides of hur. 
man conduct) appear to hav« suggested to 
the count of Hapsburg, we should perhaps 
discover sufficient reason to consider his ac- 
tions in a different hght *, 

• Muller, I. jtvii, 

.Som 
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CHAP. Bom with a boundless ambibon, and coii* 
^^^ J^ scioua of his own supenonty^ Rodolphus re- 
solved to accomplish that illustrious destiny 
for which fortune designed him. But his do- 
minions were small compared with his de* 
sires ; nor had he any funds on which to Iot 
the foundations of greatness, except the in- 
. exhaustible resource* of an intelligent mind. 
By adhering implicitly to the example of his 
contemporaries^ he covid have entertained lit- 
tle hope of e?er emerging from hia compara-. 
tive mediocrity. But in siding with the towns 
against the great nobility, the popularity of 
the f!;ause attracted to his standard all those 
who were oppitessed by the iron hand of des- 
potism, or yho were desirous of escaping 
from indigence,and' obscurity. 

Such was the man, whom the unanimous 
voice of Germany invited to the imperial 
' , tlirone at a moment of unparalleled anarchy^ 
and who was indebted for his elevation nei- 
ther to the splendor of his extraction, nor tC 
the extent of his alliances, hut (to use the 
words of the elector of Cologne) " to hix 

* MiJler, I. XV jj. 
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" being a inan,'beioved bothfoy GodandbycaJiP. 
" his fellow-creatures, on-acctmnt of fais<wis- 
" dom and, equity/' 'Theiresuilt ofthe elec- 
tion was to oone more > astonishing 'than to 
Rodolphus himself; 'for: it does 'hot appe»i^ 
that he had entertained the smdtiest-espeoCa- 
tion of obtaining the crown, orf hafd t»ken-ttt>y 
steps to seonre it. ^The kitelUgent^e 'was c'oiv^ 
mumcatvd to himiilhis eatnp before iBMe,'by 
the count of iPappenhfflm, in terms. the mteet 
flattering fcovMiity. HerecQvadit-with b»- 
desty, but wirii surpriae ; «id certainly widi 
less apparent satis&etion tfaan-^was manifesfesd 
in the towns of Switrerhtfid, eUI of whidt-eent 
hitn embassies of congratolationi The bisfa0p 
of B&Je was no sooner ? made -acquainted with 
the event than he ordered tte agates 'to be 
thrown open, hopng to ittitigate the wverity 
of bis doom by this early expression of al- 
legiance^ iBut revenge was a passtori which 
never found ite way into thei generwis- heart o f 
■ SodoljAos; He entered the fortress amidst 
the' acclfunations «f .mirititades, not with the 
rigour of a conqueror, but with liie cordiality 
of a fiiend; and hxvwg set all his pris(»iers 
at liberty, and granted a general amnesty, he 
Vol. I. P hastened 
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CHAP. hastened with a numerous retinue to recei^'e 
^y- the imperial crown at Aix-la-Chapelle. 

The conduct of the new emperor appeared 
fully to justify the expectations of his coun- 
trymen. Seated on a throne, which conferred 
" little more than a vain title of pre-eminence ; 
circumscribed in every project by the jealousy 
of vassals, many of whom were more powcr- 
fiil than himself; assailed by the importunities 
of the clergy, whose petitions were usually 
delivered in the authoritative tone of com- 
mand; and by no means secure of the loyalty 
of a people, whom fanaticism under the im- 
posing garb of hypocrisy rendered the easy 
tools of sedition; without forces, or the 
means to rais^e them — Rodolphus had the 
good sense to discover, Aat by openly op- 
posing the prev^ing current he might draw 
down destructipn upon himself,, without ma- 
■ terially benefiting his country. He in conse- 
quence resolved to wait with patience for 
, some favourable change, which the vicissitudes 
of fortune might produce, and which, while 
' they pasa uiinoticed by common minds, it is 
' the distinctive character of wisdom to- seiae, 
and to improve. 

' Profiting 
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t*rofiting by the errors of his predecessors, chaPi, 
\ie matfe it the first object of his adininistra- ^ ■ ' 
lion tb concihate the court of Rome. Nei- 
ther was this an undertaking of difficulty ; for 
as pride was, at that time, it s leading; passion, 
it was amply gratified by a studied display of 
respectl But he had liie wisdom to r^jsist tlie 
importunity with which the pope urged him 
te receive at his hands the crown of the 
Csesars, in the capital of the Christian wwld ; , 
well aware of the price, which the successors 
of St. teter were wont. to attach to that 
splendid donation. 

Finding himself too weak to restrain thft 
licentious spirit of the nobles by open force* 
he resolved by the prudence of his govern^ 
ment to ensure' the co-operation of. all who 
were friends to social order, and could appre- , 
ciate the wisdoni of his action^. 

His views, however, were invariably di- 
*ected to the aggrandisement of his family; 
and, .in this respect at least, his fondness for 
his children may be said to have degenerated 
into unpardonable infirrtilty, since in the pro-* 
secution of this object he was not always re- 
sliPiuned by the rigid dictates of justice. 

p9 til* 
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c^iAP. The alienation of 'fiefs was one of thamost 
^ r^'- ' j crying abuses of the imperial authority. But 
it is the defect of all elective monarchies; 
since nothing can be iiiore natural, than that 
'pai'ents should sacrifice the interests of their, 
successoi^ to those ' of their posterity. "W« 
do not, however, mean to insinuate that the 
emperor's conduct was exempt from blame. 
It was an infringement of the original com- 
pact which unites mankind in society. For 
''in consequence' of the high ideas entertained 
' of the privileges of a member of the Germanic 
body, a clause was inserted in every public 
charter, that the people to whom it was 
granted should never be separated from the 
empire, except by Hieir own express consent. 
Nothing, therefore, could be more unpopular 
than tliese iri-eg'ular grants; yet such was the 
high estimation in which Rodblphiiis was held, 
that he was suffered to proceed without any 
manifest symptoms qf discontent. Even the, 
vigilance of the Swiss was lulled. ' For tHft 
chains which he imposed were accompanied 
^ with so many blandishments' and caresses, 

that jealousy itself could' scarcely suspect any 
evil. 

Fatal 
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^ Fatfi! indeed might this siipmepess, hayaoHAr., 
proved, had the temper of his eldest son Al- ^• 
bert allowed him to pursue the s^me plan of ' 
artiBce. But his pride disdained the mask of 
prudence, which he considered as below the 
dignity of a smereign. Besides, he had a more 
numerous family to provide for at the expense. 
of his neighbours. If we consider, indeed, 
the haughtiness of his character, and the sub- 
sequent boldness of his measures, we can 
hardly entertain a doubt that he had formed 
the design of erecting Switzerland, into an in-, 
dependent duchy, to be conferred, by way, of - 
appanage, upon a younger branch of the 
Austrian family. 

The pretensions of the emperor on the 
Italian states afforded another branch of pro- 
fitable traffic. Rpdplphus possessed too much 
prudence to embroil himself in the crooked 
politics of that perfidious people ; but he was 
at the same time too sagacious to forego th^ 
advantage which their continual diflensioniS} 
afforded *. Lucca, Florence, Bologna, and 

Genoa paid abundantly for the municipal 137^. 
privileges which they obtained, though they 

* Barre* 
F3 ' desired 
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desired still to continue under the protection 
pof the imperial crown. This favour was readi^ 
ly granted, but its benefits were rather appa- 
rent than real ; though it sometimes served as 
a barrier against papal usurpation. ' 

After his acce.ffion. to the imperial throne 
Rodolpbus paid frequent visits to Switzerland, 
4 country which he seems to have cherished 
with peculiar tenderness. During one of 
thuse jouniies he had an interview with the 
pope at Lausanhe. But he never lost sight of 
his favourite project, and seldom returned 
without some fresh acquisition of territory. 
At one time the Abbey of St. Gal was cur- 
tailed of it's possessions ; at another, the 
town of 2ofif>gen was yielded as an indem-: 
flity for his claims. Fnbourg was. purchased 
from the- house of Kybourg. Colmar and 
Haguenau were terrified by threats into a sur- 
render of their liberies; while Morat and 
Payeme were conquered from the house of 
$avoy*. Lucerne, Baden, and Lensberg were 
likewise occupied under diflferent pretences. 
But the defeat of Ottocar, king of Bohemia, 

* Stumpf. VL 17- Tscbodi, iv. GniUiman de Reb, 
Helv.iii. 
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■vm the proudest triumph, of this illustriQUS ci|a.p. 
reign; and proved in it's consequences^the ^■ 
most important. Austria, Garinthia, Stiria, 
Mid Carniola became the prey of the victor, ; 
and were conferred by Rodolphus, on his eld- ., 
est son Albert, with the title of Arch-duke of , 
Austria. By this , brilliant conquest, he laid 
the foundation of Austrian greatness upon so 
£oUd a basis, that it thenceforth defied the 
storms of fortune, and rose by progressive 
steps to a height, which made Eiirope tremble , 
for her liberties. 

The abbey of St. Gal had been long a spu^ce 
of contention between the neighbouring . 
princes, who were desirous of, appropriating 
to themselves so alluring a prize. Frequent ; 
attempts had been made to surprise the con-, 
vent by night. The abbot and his holy bro- 
therhood were often roused from their peace- , 
ful slumbers by the din of arms, and obliged , 
to fly for. shelter to the adjacent mountains. 
All religious duties were suspended : all plans 
of economy were forgotten. Thus the si-._ 
tuation of the society grew every day more 
embarrassed. Their reveriues were ruined 
P4 by 
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oH'AP.bj" minmnagement, or squandered ia aselea> 
UBde. 

Rodolphus, whose comprehensive mind em* 
braced'the minutest objet^^ and who was ne- 
ver inattentive- to-lAie interests of hia femily, 
when an opportunity oflferedl tb'promote them, 
thought he migh^no^r^nterfera with some apT 
pearanoe of propriety. An inquiry was ao 
cirdingly instituted. Dilfepidators wsre pu-^ 
nished; Subordination wa5<estabJished : and 
the friars returned totbetraiiquiUity of a mor 
nastic Hfe, while the eniperor took care amply 
t6 reward Hims^f^ at their expense, for all 
his exertion&*i 

The rising power of Berne had long excite^ 
bis jealousy ; and it's iodisereet partiality to- 
ward- the hous^ of Savoy- increaBed' hi&disli1ie. 
Alarmed at- the near approach of so formi- 
dable a neighbour, the Bemers oppo^ditiis 
occupying the town of Fraboyrg with-a degree 
of warmth Uiat can^ only be juetjfiedi when, 
supported by an adequate fonie. The em-i 
peror was anxious for an opportuQit^ to- 
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resvengeithe affront, andithe imprudence of chap. 
the Berners K)on afforded hira one. An un- ^' 
foundedaccusation of murder against a person 
ofi the Jewish persuasion having induced the. 
govfimment to.giwe way to the. prejudices of; 
the a^, aad: to. banish every Hebrew without 
distinction .from their territoiy, Rodolphus. op- 
posed the execution of the decree, under th&. 
pretence that subortHnate tribunals were in-- 
competent to decide affiiirs of; such magni- 
tude, the cognisance of which belonged ex-. . 
clusively to. the imperial throne. He in. con- 
Sequence ordered all furtlier proceedings to be 
suspended tillthe affair had been. fully inves- 
tigated; and having. examined into itwith ap- 
parent attention, he. annulled the former sen* 
tence, declaring that the accused had. been un- 
justly persecuted on account ol^ his. reiigiouSf 
opinions- He at the same time comnianded*i 
^lat) the Jews should, be- recailedi and- in casff 
of contumacy condemned the city to the pay-, 
jnent of a very heavy fine. The condiict of the 
Bemars was such as the Emperor expected,. 
He neither looked for, nor desiEed- their- 

• Ts^hudi estimates, tlje number of Jews at 15,000. 
compliance. 
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c H AF. compliance. An excuse fcr attacking them was . 

,^^^_;> the- oply thing wanted; and he quickly per- 
c;eived, that there was no way of enforcing his 
authority except by the sword. Putting him- 
self therefore, without loss of time, at the head 
of a numerous army, he appeared before the 
walls of Berne, and fummoned it to furrender ; 
announcing bis determination of giving up the 
town to pillage in the 'event of a re&sal. 
The menace was vmn. Rodolphus was in- 
censed at the resistance *, and made two 
fruitless efforts to take it by storm. But the 
persevering courage of the garrison frustrated 
all his plans, and the severity of the ensuing 
winter obliged him to raise the siege. The 
following year an army, under the command 
of arch-duke Albert, renewed the war. The 
campaign was opened by a bold attempt 
on the part of the Austrians. , Albert placed 
a body of hia best troops In ambuscade, at a 
■ point where he expected to be attacked hy 
the besieged. The stratagem succeeded. The 
garrison sallied out, and were surrounded; 
their retreat was cyt oft, and the whole party. 

, * Tschudij iv. 
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were either killed or taken prisoners. The chap. 
confusion was general. The Austrians ^ere ^■ 
withe pointof entering the town; whenW^o 
de Griers, a valiant knight, animating his fel-, 
low-citizens by his exhortations and his ex- 
ample, rushed into the thickest of the enemy, 
recovered the standard' which had been lost, 
and finally repulsed them from the walls. 
Walo was received by his countrymen with 
every demonstration of gratitude which his 
heroic valour deserved ; &nd as the reward of 
this signal service was honoured with the'sur- 
aaine of Biderbe, which in the corrupt Ger- 
man of that age signified valiant ; an appeU 
lation which his posterity have ever since 
retained. 

Albert in vain attempted to encourage his 
troops to renew the assault. Their Ipsa was 
severe, and had left so deep an impression of 
riie enemy's prowess, that neither threats nbr 
persuasions could avail. Finding therefore 
that nothing effectual was to be done, he re- 
tired in despair, leaving the Berners to enjoy 
their triumph, and to revenge themselves on 
those nobles who were suspected of having 
favoured' the Austrian interest. The dispute 

was 
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qHAPi was soon afterward terminated by a treaty, 

^- signed at Baden, in which the only concession 

" '' "on the paxt'of the Berners was the institution 

of a perpetual mass, in honour of those who, 

had fallen during the contest. 

But the object nearest to the emperor's 
heart, and to the attainment of which he was 
prepared to sacrifice every other consider- 
atioc, was to perpetuate the intperal crown 
in his own ikmily. Witli tliis view he ex- 
ert*'(} all his influence to engage the princes of 
the empire to declare Albert his successor. 
3at t\\e house of Ilapslwrg (or, as we must 
henceforth call it, of Austria) was become so 
formidable, that the same cau^s, which had 
formerly contributed to his own elevation, 
BQw operated with equal force to the exclusion 
of his spn. 

" Brustrated in this important point, Rodol- 
pbus appears in the autumn of life to have 
bfwonie less circumspect in his conduct. In 
S^vitzfirijind he was continually extending his 
voracioMS grasp ; sometimes laying h^ds on 
the ecclesiastical domains ; at others, abridg- 
ing the rights of the chartered towns, Now 
prioceqding by negotiatiop, mv{ by force, till 

his. 
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his popularity began rapidly to decline. The chap. 
subsidies indeed, which he was continually ^•., 
demanding, could hardly fail to alienate the 
affections of a people whose love of rtion^y 
has since become proverbial. Even th« forest- 
cantons, whose attachment had been emi- 
nently displayed during the Hdng'arian and 
Bohemian wars, and who had cofltributed ■ 
esseiitially to the success of those brilliant 
expeditions, began openly to nlahifest thieir 
discontent ; nor could repeated assurdntes, 
that they had nothing personal to apjireliend, 
allay the general ferment. To such 'a degree 
had this spirit of disaffection spread, that it 
is hardly possihle they should have confined 
^emselves to simple remonstt-ances, had not 
the death of Rodolphus, by delivering theAi isgi, 
from all immediate cause of alarm, induced 
them to wait with patience till they were able 
to determine what line of conduct' hie son' and 
successor would pursue. For though the 
general tenor of Albert's character was by no 
means calculated to inspire the hope^ of a leni- 
ent administration, yet it was consistent with 
their principles to conduct thertiselves with . 
caution. 
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CHAP, caution, and not to justify severity by pre- 
^' , mature opposition. 

We bave already judged Rodolphus from 
his actions. Little therefore remains to be 
added. Few princes have left a greater reputa-' 
tion behind tliem ; scarcely aniy has deserved 
' it better. The only imputation, indeed, ■which 
. has been cast upon his memory, arises from 
an amiable weakne^ ; for it was the excess 
of paternal afifection. In his anxious .solicitude 
for the aggrandisement of his family he was 
sometimes induced to overstep the rigid line of 
justice; but even then his actions, as a po- 
liUcian, command our admiration : though 
we condemn the principle, we applaud the 
sagacity and the energy with which it was 
carried into eflfect. The re-establishment of 
tranquillity throughout the German empire was 
entirely due to the wisdom of his government, 
and confers more lasting honour upon his 
, name than victory can bestow on her most 
favoured votary. '- But it is in the details of 
domestic life that the benevolence of the 
heart is most conspicuous. Unfettered by the 
chilling forms of greatness, the real character 
displays itself there : and there Rodolphus 
appears 
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appears in the most amiable light. He would chap. 
visit the meanest mechanic in his cottage, 
partake with cheerfulness of the coarsest fare, 
inform himself of the state of his contracted 
finances, and enter into the minutest inquiries 
about his trade ; while, by the unassuming 
humility of his behavour, he put him perfectly 
at his ease. 

To one of his guards, who endeavoured to 
~ prevent a peasant firom approaching him, he 
stud, with an indignant frown, " Tliinkest thou 
" then that I am a king only to render myself 
** invisible?" having been informed that the 
collectors of the public revenues were too 
rigorous in the exaction of tolls, he wrote the 
following letter with his own hand : " The 
cry of poverty has reached my ear. You 
subject the merchant to impositions, which 
no law compells him to pay. The burthens 
which you impose are intolerable. As you 
vahae my favour, learn henceforth to content 
yourselves with that which is legally your due. 
For know that I esteem the power of dis- 
pensing justice, and protecting the oppressed, 
M the most precious gift of heaven"*. 
• Mulkr. I. xvii. 

No 
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CHAP. No sooner -was tke 6ii4perdr's detlth 'malfc 
■|)ublie,-than the'princi^al mb^bitlnts oPUri, 
Schweitz, arid UriteiVald6n assembled, for 
the express purpose Af renewing their ancient 
'bond, and confirming it by vn oath'OonceJted 
in the following terms :■■ " Be ifknown toall 
"the world, that we, the inhabitarits oftlle 
vallies of Uri, and of the mountaJHs 6f Uriter- 
'•walden, together with Ihe men of -Sihweitz, 
in ■ consideration of the Alarming , pri/tfed if 
■ dffairSi have wni/ed mirseUcshy tk6 iSosesi titi; 
and do solemnly cffcenmit to assist eadi' oilier,' 
both with our fortunes and our -IrviSf dgmsi 
every aggressor whatever. Snch ' is the spirit 
of our league, and it is imprinted on ouChiearts. 
It w^as formerly the privilege of this country 
lo besubject to the jurisdiction of ndne'bot 
a native magistrate,' i*hose officCwas invariaWj 
conferred as the reward of mftrit. 'itonong U8, 
the decision of every dispute ■ ought' to -be-Jt- 
ferred to the m6st pradfent ; ' neithir is arty 
one at liberty to refuse' the t^ffice. ^OtirMaWs 
are finiple. 'Whoever iniehtiimd^ly 'kiHs^A 
fellow-creature, bhall be punished' wife deatii ; 
and whoever attempts to screen the'Artirderer 
from the hands of justice, shall be banished. 

If 
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)f any one aets fire to a honae he ihaU forfeit ou ak 
bis right of citieeaship; and the person who v. 
protect? him shall be responsible tbr the loss. 
The man who iajar«s, or rob& hia ni»gfaboiu-, 
^iJl make ample compenaition. Heith«t 
ahall &ny oae seize on the propertj of anotheQ 
without the perraissioH of a. jfidge ; hoc 
even theny except be be his debtor, or ba$ 
beeome swety for a debt. Eve}*i/, taember e^ ..• 
Kdetif, is tquoll'tfboimd^ta oke^ thentogistraieH 
and in cases o£ resistanee ail aien are obli^^ 
to lend their aid ta the eivil fk>wep; - If in- » 
private quartelone &S the parties refdae to ac-* 
cept of an adequate airtistictionf all the neigih^. 
boors Aia\\ side with his^ adveraaFy. These) 
laws are eslaUifihed for the eoramon benefit^; 
and with the mercy of God shadl conUAii» iit> 
fort* for ever." * 

From what has. beeaalrea^ said, it \a esisy 
to infer that the situAtient of ^itzerland had 

' * This dleclaration, bearing ctate in the month of Au- 
gDst, 1691, lay taried among the public archives till- thtf 
year 1760, v>hm. it. was published by GlcMr^ in . hir 
Uelvetiomm Fctdera. 

' We have preferred preserving the rude aild simple 
ityle of tbe original to the refinements of mddtra' 
laogOE^e, as more iqlpvessiv* and appropriate. 
Vol. I. ,^ Q improved 
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CHAP.improved but .little during the reign of Ro- 
"^^ dolphus. The ambitious projects of his son 
awakened a sentiment of jealousjr, th,e con- 
sequences of which it was not easy to foresee. 
Moderation and prudence might still have 
tranquiUised the public mind. But Albert 
was averse by nature to lenient measures ; and 
force was the only instrument which his 
haughty soul condescended to employ. Yet 
so great was the influence of the house of 
Ausjria, that though hts views were no longer 
ffecret, his partisans were daily increasing. 
The whole of Switzerland was divided into 
two Actions, of which one was composed of the 
friends of freedom, while the other was blindly 
devoted to the arch-duke. To the former, the 
elevation of Adolphus of Nassau to the im- 
perial throne was a subject of consider- 
able, triumph. For, notwithstanding the re- 
. pulfe which he had already met with, Albert 
renewed his intrigues on his father's death. 
But although iie exerted every nerve in the' 
contest^ he had the mortilicaticni to see the 
golden prize borne away by a more fortunate 
rival*. 

•MuUer, B. i. C. iS. 
... ^- The 
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The proud spirit of Albert was coftipelled CHA^. 
to submit, though he- treasured ufi a store of ■^; 
rancour in his breast, whifch subsequently biirst 
forth with all the violence of bfFeilded pride: 
For the , present htfwever he contented him- 
self witli dbtaining a ratification of all former 
grants, aS the piricft of allegiance; which' waS 
given ori the express condition of his assisting 
the emperor againM: all his enemies; 

At the time df his death Rbdolphiis was en- 
gaged in hostilities with the abbot of St. Gal; ' 
and Albert, whoadhered imphcity to his fether'd 
plan of aggrandisement, determined to carry 
on the war with increasing vigour ; as he fdr^ 
saw that it must ultimatelj terminate in hii 
fevour: . 

The citizen* of Zurtc; iVhO had takerf 
part with the abbot, were eager to signalise 
their court^e by a decisive blow. With thisi 
viewi-the eount of Toggenbarg laid sieg^ td 
WinterthuT, aiter defeating a coiisidefabld 
detachment of AustrianSj Vhich had £itteftipted 
td impede his march; This success, however, 
was rather brilliant than solid ; as the count 
was too weak to carry on the siege he-' , 
fore the arrival of a considerable reinforce- 
Q <t ra^nt 
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BHAP.Oidti whicli fao expected from Coa^ance, 
V. but xhtch, ittkknown to luAi* wa» retarded by 
the Qu^den rise of a otounta^ torrent., Wer- 
^bergjwhowas advai^Wigto tbe r^ief (rf 
the towA vitb; a l^iTge body of Austriaa^ 
baviqg intercept^ ^ eoi^riev, I^Ded imeUU 
gence of this eir^tanstaiK^ei and resolved to 
tuiiB it to Ipa own advantf^. A soldier ia 
diguise fovuid his vi^y 'wto Wi«t»thttr> twd 
cenamwiieftted the plan to the governor, who 
prepajrad to aecoad it to the htSt of his ability, 
]£veiry.thing being settled bet^^es tbem, and 
standards procured simUw to th<we of tbe 
bishop of Gojoatance, W»denberg advaiiced . 
without opposition^ aa the be«eges9 oaistaok 
his forces for those of their ally ; nor did 
they discover their error tiU it was too late 
to retriieTe it. Attacked ra front by the gar- 
rison, ^od in the reft* by tiie Austriaas^ they 
threw dp^^ thdt anns and fled. A drejadful 
carnage ensued ; and so great was theiosi^ tiiait 
notW^ ^as left ^. the xanquisiMd hUt 
patiently to subnet to aity tenas whiirfa' the 
xictDf thought.fit tM onpow*. 
- WhUgj Zttric Anas thus stnig^Sc^ unsoccess- 

... fully 
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fully, against the power of Austria, Berne wffs char. 
eligafed in continual confiicts with thene^h- -V. 
bouring states. With some she conteoded ' '* 
in defenpe of her independeoce. Others she 
soqght to chastise for then- shameful apostasy 
from ihe cause of liberty. Fribourg, hoWev«r( 
was at this; time the principal object of hec 
resentment.; for having recently surrendered 
with gratuitous baseness thqir chartered rights 
into the hands of Austria. The character <fS 
Albert was too well known fer the Bertiers to 
siipp<y$e that tins open Avowal of hostility 
vould pafis unnoticed; and tJiey Were too 
veil acquainted with ; his resources not X3 
tremble at the inequality of the contest. The 
duke of Safoy appeared the only prince who 
vas in a situation to afibrd them efiectuat v 
support. With - him theref<)re they endear , 
Toured to ccHUWCt thomstslves by every possi* 
.))le tie. Under his protection, and with A 
yaJUanti knight of the Erla«h fitnuly at ^eir 
head, they marched against tlw Fribourgers* . 
who wer^ advancing with a formidable fbrcQ. 
Bpjt p^iperiority of numbers was nevei; r^gdrded 
by the .^^^na of. 5en*e. During, the whole 
of their memorable struggle, one maxim alone 
(i 3 directed 
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CHAP, directed tbeir actions ; for they felt, that the 
liberties of a people are annihilated the 
moment they submit to the most trifling act 

■ of oppression. The armies met on the sum-t 
mit of the Dormer-hu'hel. Confident in the 
recollection of their late victory, the Berners 
commenced the attack with an impetuosity 
which nothing could withstand. 'At the first 
ons^t the enemy's line was broken. They 
fled in disorder, leaving their opponents in 
possession of the field of battle ; and ten ban- 
ners were suspended in the cathedral of Berne, 
with all the animating accomparaments of 
mihtary ovation, as eternal monuments of 
their prowess *. 

= While the firee-born sons of Berne were 
thus preparing themselves in the school- of 

■ war for more arduous conflicts, Adolphiis . by 
the venality of his government rendered 
himself despicable in the eyes of Europe, and 
jlms paved the way for his fall; for irom 
contempt to ruin the descent is precipitate. 
Various accusations of profligacy, many of 
which had probably no foundation but in the 
violence of faction, were laid to his charge by 

• Slettkr, i. 
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the partisans of Albert. His conduct uideedcHAP. 
toward the Swiss, during a short and turbu- 
lent reign, was far from indicating that ex- 
cessive depravity with which his memory was 
branded by the adherents of Austria. Bift 
whether true or felse, the story of his crimes 
produced the effect which it was intended to 
excite. The current of popular opinion turned 
suddenly in iavour of Albert. Adolphusbeing 
publicly deposed by a majority of the princes, 
•his rival was elected in liis stead. The* de- 
graded emperor, among whofe imperfections 
bii most inveterate enemies ne^'er enumerated 
the want of courage, was still supported by a 
respectable party, and having assembled a 
numerous army, resolved never to abandon 
his crown except. with his life. The rival 
-mpnarchs met in an extensive pWn betweem 
Spires and Worms, when (according to the 
-most credible authorities) they sought out 
each other, as if mutually desirous of termi- 
- na^ng the contest by single combat. Fortune 
• declared for the Austrian. , Adolphus feH, 
leaving his competitor in undisputed posses- 
-sion ,both of the field and of the efnptre*.. 1258 

* Muller. I. xviii. 

No 
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CUAr. No sooner ^IJd Albert £nd hjoiself eecure^ 
seated on the throne than eveiy efibrt was 
.directed tontaxd the conijdetioo <^ his &- 
vourite schem^t the procuring of iodepeod^it 
■establishjnems for hie three sons, in Suabioi 
Alsace, and Switzerland. But the natural iva^ 
petui»»ty pf his temper would not ttllov him 
to proceed with the oeceaM^y ciroiqispectwHi. 
He vaa foesides, anKious to uivte the scat^ 
tered domains of the house <^ Ifapsburg, ^r 
possessing himself of t^e intermediate tern-: 
tory. NotJii^, tbe^pre, was left umt- 
jten^ted tltat could conduce to ^e auoosss of 
this darling project. To the aTaiickius be 
addressed iiimself in. the persuasive bqgtwgie 
of interest ; to the timid he »pok» in t^ com-i 
inpndiag totie of aqt^iority. Meanwhile the 
imperial £efe were conferred, as appanages^ 
on bis younger children ; the abbots of 
Murbach, Eiiisiedlen. Interiachen, sod Dis6ra-< 
.Ijs (together with the cmoas of Lucwpe), ha«-. 
ing been iadvceds eitjtter by threats or pra^ 
, luises, to renouiiee their various ci^ma in bis 
.{lehalf. Thb r^iunciatiicn, aiod the shnise&t- 
abufie pf power to whidj it gave birth, ex- 
cited the indignation of republicao Helvetia^ 
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aadc^led from the obscure palths of ^vatecHAB- 
\ih a crowd of heroes, whose glorious stnaggle ^ ^'_ . 
JQ die «au8e of freedom it is a welcome task 
to commemorate *. 

TJae wclesiastKa} xevemies wene in like 
jaaaaet hes/bawed upon di^ent branches of. 
the Austrian £unily, who enjoyed them umier 
the various titles of treasurers, admmistraiers, 
or mdvooates. These insol^at attempts were 
soGoetimes neaated «4th a degree of firmness 
vhi(^ precluded ev«ry hope of succeos. Albert, 
who regarded the al^^itest epposibcMi as aa 
UDpa|d<^able outrage, resolved to aocom^diah 
by force vhat: he had in vain attempted by 
negotifttieu. Having asseml^ed an army, lie 
laid sioge to Zuric, c<»ieludtBg that the loop 
which tba^t city had so recently sustaioed mtut 
Wve reodered it iocf^)able of a long ^enH». 
The citiaeos, however, though conscious of 
their weakfiees, disdjMfted to yield, and had ror 
course to stratageau as th^r only diance of 
pKflervfttion. Having dressed their women 
and children in complete armour, and drawn 
them up <m the waUs in array, they set open 

* Tscfaudi, IT. Guillimaa d« Heb. Hdvet. ij* 

th^ 
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•c u A p.the gates, and braved the enemy to an assart. 
^- So unexpected a dLs()lay of military force 
astonished Albert, who calculating on an easy 
,and almost bloodless victory, was ill-preparccl 
for the fatigees and expenses of a protracted 
-campaign. A council of war was summoned, 
and its members being onantmous in opinion 
.that it was impracticable to carry the town by 
assault, the emperor resolved to ■ retire, witb^ 
out exposing his troops to farther hardships. - 
Though foiled in his attempt upon Zurit;, 
■ the Austrian power was daily increasing 'with 
a degree of rapidity, which could not fail to 
occa^on the most serious alarm ainong the 
neighbouring states. The forest-cantons,- in 
iparticular, had cause to • tremWe for their in- 
ternal safety. Their apprehensions were still 
.&rther increased' by the arrival of the oonnts 
■of Qxenstein and - Lichenberg^ with the fol- 
lowingproposalinthenameof Albert; "That, 
.for their own security, and the future prospe- 
;rity of . their country, they ^ould imme- 
;diately put themselves under the protection of 
.Austria, whose dominion already extended. 
over the greater part of the adjacent coiyitry* 
That the claims of Albert were clear and on- 
deniable, 
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deniable, being founded on the cession of theCHAPi 
monastic orders, and of their other feudal ^• 
lords; That notwithstanding their obfious 
inability to resist so powerful a prince, such 
was the benevolence of his disposition, that 
he wished to consider them in the hght of 
children, and to derive his authority from 
their voluntary consent; feeling, as he did, . 
an hereditary interest in their welfere, both as 
the descendent of their ancient patron the 
count of Lensberg, and as the son of Rodol- 
phustheirtruestfriend.^ They ferther added, 
" that in offering them his protection, it was 
by no means the emperor's intention to de- 
prive them of the produce of their herds, or 
the other fruits of their industry. His ad- 
miration of their courage* alone rendered him 
desirous of a more intimate connection with 
■them ; as he deemed them worthy of being 
. led to glory by the greatest generals of the 
age, and of sharing with his victorious trobps 
in the spoils and trophies of the universe." 
Hie address concluded by hinting at the 
prudence pf unconditional submission ; since 
their little territory being now surrounded by 
Ihe'dominions of Alb«rt, it was in his poweB 
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cip AP> Bt any time to exclude them from all extenuA 
y. commerce, and even fixnp all uito'comw wi^ 
the rest of Europe." 

Albert persuaded hims^fthat, by thus ap* 
pejJing to their leading paauoos, he might 
t:aptivate a people who were not iusensiblf 
^ther to the suggestions qf taterest <Nr to the 
drafms of glory. But the hoaest Swiss, wb(^ 
had rBc^ved secret intimadon of his vieys 
from Werner count of Homberg, repUed vit^ 
respectfiil firmness; **That though they should 
ever retain a due sense of the emperor's bounty, 
and feel happy in any opportunity pf testifying 
their gratitude, they were perfectly contented 
with the humble situation in which Provideow 
had placed then)} and bad no inclination ^ 
exchange it for a more brilliant destiny: Op 
^e pontrary, the only boon wfaiph they im? 
plored, was a cp96rmation of those privilege&t 
for which they were indebted to his royaj 
father." 

- Thoo^ delivered with such dignifiei^ con* 
£dence as to leave htt^e prospect pf a changr, 
, this answer, instead of extinguishing the hfipefi 
of Albert, induced him to resort to other etf 
pediejat3. As the first indication of bis ^gev, 

be 
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berduBed to sucknowledge Womer their here^ chaFi. 
4it&rj bailiff,, aijid declared the office to %e v. 
still vqcwit. This violent step ipay juatiy be 1301. , 
98cribed to pe^sonid Teaentmeot, as the.count 
ef Homberg bad recently incurred his disr- 
pleawre by a bold appeal to the imperial 
chamber. Fmdiegthat his opponeats wera 
resolved Bfit to give up the point, he lost alt , 
pstieace,. and diteeted the governor of Lucerne 
D^ only to assume the ofiicd in questna 
htmself^.in the three ce^lactory tiantona, butt 
^, immediately tz) levy all the impp»tion» 
QQd arrears due to the convents, in whose 
ng^ he claimed, by the feudal traiure *. 

The fbr«st-cantons, on their part, continned 
their remonatrancea, but to no purpose. Theie 
wpresentations v&e neglected ; and Werner, 
v^o was sent to pkad their cause, wa« receivetft 
widt t^e moat studied marks of disrespect. 
Meanwhile tbe imperial b$uU£r, having pab- 
Hshed his credenti^s, b^ast to adlniniater 
jwtece. in his master's naine. The Swiss re* 
newed their ^complainto, in more eaergetie 
feaguage. Both: parties grew daily \varmer» 
«ad tlungs were at length carried to. such 

•■ MuHer, I: xviii. 

extremities. 
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CHAP.extreimties, that no alternative was left Id 
V. Albert, but either tamely to recede frofti hiff 
former pretensions, or to enforce them by the 
sword. TTiis was exactly the situation whidi 
he had desited. But as his preparations for 
a campaign were still iocomplete^ he continued 
to dissemble, affecting in part to comply with 
their petitions, by nominating two of thmr 
own countrymen to the important office of 
baili£ The names of GesBler, and Landeo^ 
berg recall to our mind whatever is base Knd 
odious in the character of man. Their criines 
bave been consecrated to the indignation of 
posterity, as awful examples to their suc- 
cessors in tie career of iniquity. They were 
both descended from noble families ; both 
equally harsh and inflexible ; and both epi-' 
dewed by nature with those apparently difl*' 
cordant qualities, which so frequently flourish 
' in. the soil of despotism, and fit the same 
person for the opposite characters of tyrant 
and slave. Their prevailing .vices (for, eyen, 
in the most degenerate, souls, there are gra* 
dations - of guilt) -were, however of different 
Idnds. Pride formed the predominant passiiSf 
of the one, and avarice that of the other. But 
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in the violence of their tempeTs, the arrogance chap,' 
ef their proceedings, and the contempt which v. 
they displayed for every finsr feeling of ha- 
nianity, the -balance was so ' nicely poised,' 
that it is not easy to determine which scaJe., 
prefionderated. 

Upon their arrival in Switzerland, the first; 
object which occupied their attention, was the ■ 
choice of a Spot for their residence. Having 
visited the different places of strength, and- 
Calculated all the advantages of situation, 
Lfuidenberg selected an ancient castle at 
Samen, in Unterwalden, which had formerly 
belonged to the canons of Lucerne; while 
Gessler took up hisabodein a fortress* situa- 
ted in the town of Altorf, the capital of the 
canton of Uri." 

The devoted Swiss began now to experience 
the iatal efTects of Albert'^ displeasure. It is 
true that they had heretofore been Subject 
to the jurisdiction of a foreign prince, who 
governed them under tiie title- of imperial 
hmUff. But, as he had never resided among' 
them, his power was in great measure nominal. 
The administration' of justice hai^ been in- 

* This foitrcBs'he in deiision called Twing (/m, tiw; 
Jt^vtr of Uri. May^ 

variably 
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CHAF- variably ddegated to s native, whose firo« 

V* oeedittg? weft} directed hy loeal etiskoms iMid 
estabtished kws ; and wh« was c^tsed upoof 
evefy year* to render mi exact account of tbe 
manner in whicb be bad exercised bkautbonty. 
Tbpy were now exposed to all tbe petty per- 
aecutioiU 6f tittle Mtods^ anxious to reeom- 
meitd t^emselvea by the abuse af powei o 
^btt ^TCur of ft tyrannical laastef. QSemGi 
became wl^trary ; punisfamniits eai^iciMU. 
Tbe governors nerer af>peM'ed in public 
Qole^s ^rroouded by a Buntereua gilsrd. 
Fortreaftes w^re erected in the raost disaKeeted 
places, into which peraons ojf all raiDk« and 
conditions were thrown on the slightest sus- 
picion. At tbe same tipie,, ^I eonHoercial' 
intercourse with their neighbour^ was entoely 
preeUidedt by the exorbitant duties imposed 
by Albert, oa meFchaadise of every descrip* 
Von*. 



* The panage of diftreat aotts <iC- iDcrvhaadiw 
between Italy aad GermaDy afforded a^ fltnsidKible 
revenue to the canton of iJri. "But in consequence of 
the heavy tolls exacted by Giessler, the Italian merchants 
woe caoslra^jpsd tft sceb auathec route, and w pw 
mount Cenis or St. Bernard, instead of following die' 
■«}re diieet load over Sb Gothard. "Mpf, h xnb 
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Such unmerited acts of oppression occa-ciiAp. 
Sibhed tlie most pathetic remonstrances. But , ^; ; 
the insulting scorn with which the supphcarits 
were treated soon convinced them that their 
governors acted with the entire approbation of 
the imperial courts They felt that all farther 
Applications would be ineffectual, and that no 
t^dress could be expected, except from tlie 
energy of their own exei*tioris. 

A few instances, oiit of inany which are 
recorded by contemporary writers, may serve 
to convey some faint idea of the atrocious 
conduct of the men thus invested by Albert 
with the unlimited po*er of dppression; and 
^ill at the same time convince us, that the 
resistance of the Swiss did, not originate in 
the refined theories of equalising philosophy^ 
Or the factious turbulence of democracy i 
but that it was the last eflbri of despair, in a 
people .worn oiit by lengthened suffering, arid 
exasperated by extreme oppression. 

The love of ease, an incliriatiori natural to 
the human mind, wheii added to the appre- 
hension of tiiose incalculable evils', which are 
the necessary concomitants of a revolutionary 
change, must ever operate \^ith indescribable 

Vot; I; It for« 
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CHAP, force upon the, minds of a pradent people, 
^^^ and induce them to submit to inany incon- 
veniences, rather than resort to a desperate 
remedy, by rashly appeahng to the first prin- 
ciples of civil society arid overturning the ex- 
isting government. But contumely and con- 
tempt no human patience can endure. So 
general indeed was the inclination for peace, 
and the dread of civil commotions, that it 
appears doubtfiil whether the Austiian minis- 
ters might not have proceeded with impunity 
in their career of injustice, had they been 
careful not to provoke, by gratuitous insults, 
fl people whotn their previous rigour bad al- 
ready driven to the verge of desperation. 

There was a class of men, in the smaller 
cantons, who were not less distinguished from 
the generality of the inhabitants by the an- 
tiquity of their families, than by tlie affluence 
of their circumstances. They cultivated their 
patrimonial farms with honest 'industry, pre- 
serving the amiable simplicity of patriarchal 
manners, arid living respected in a state of 
comfortable mediocrity. And it was against 
these that the agents of despotism seemed 
particularly to le\el their fury. 

"Pkish^ 
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Passing one day by a house externally de- CHiP 

corated with more than common elegance, \i^„ 

Gessler inquired for the owner, and with & 
contemptuous smile said to him, ** Do you 
think such a habitation suitable to the condi- 
tion of a peasant ? You complain bf the Em- 
peror's exactions, but while he leaves yott 
wherewithal to «rect such buildings as theses 
you have too much reason to be thankful/* 
His satellites were instantly ordered to pull it 
down; and from that moment StacfaCheiI 
became one of the mo&t ardent champions iH 
the cause of ,freedom*i 

Landenbefg was not less active in sowing 
the seeds of discontent. Having seized thd 
oxen of a respectable farmer, for sonie alighi^ 
misdemeanor, he was implored by thci pi'oi 
prietor to inflict sortie other punishment, if hS 
should be found guilty of the crime ef whicH 
he was accused: for that else he must be in-^ 
evitably ruined, having no othel' me4nS of cUU 
tivating his ferm. "' Let the miscreant drai^ 
kis o^n plough ^* was his o&ly reply, and iiit^ . 

• Mulim. k^c 
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CHAP. mediately another hero enlisted ,under the 
^'- standard of liberty -j-. 
1306. Wolfenschiefs, a spy employed by Lan- 
denbcrg, was killed by Conrad Baumgarten, 
whose wife he had attempted to seduce. Ex- 
asperated at the death of a man, who by the 
infamy of his conduct had attracted his par- 
ticular approbation, the governor vowed ven- 
geance against Conrad, and panted for an op- 
portunity of giving vent to his resentment. 
The occasion Tvas not long wanting. Henet 
OF Melchthal, a strenuous advocate for 
the independence *>f his country, and by the 
integrity of his character, rendered an object 
of general respect, was selected as the victim 
of his wrath.' Landenberg, whose punish- 
ments were in general dictated by the avidity 
©f his disposition, on apcount of some trifling 
■ provocation sent to seize his oxen, while they 
were employed in the labours of husbandry. 
His son, a gallant youth, opposed the execu- 
tion of the decre^, and, .having driven away 
tL"^ officers of justice, with the sam:3 whip with 

*MalMr,i. ^iiiiJi 

which 
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which he had been driving the plough, imme- chap. 
diately absconded. Enraged at the insult of- ^• 
fered to his authority, and still more at the 
escape of the delinquent, the governor com- 
manded the aged ftither to be dragged be- 
fore him, and after reviling him in the most 
. opprobrious language, caused his eyes to be 
put out, while he himself stood by to see the 
sentence executed iii all it's rigour*. ' 

Gessler, on the contrary, the slave of vanity, 
sought evefy means to gratify his ruling pa^ 
sion. Among other strange expedients, a. 
pole was ■ erected in the market-place at Al- ■ 
torf, witii d. hat suspended from it's top, to 
which all passengers were enjoined to pay the 
same respect that was exacted ' by the repre- 
sentative of Albert "t". So wanton a display 1037* 
of tyranny could hardly fail to inflame the 
public mind, which needed no accession of 
outrages, to display all the misery of it's de- 
jected state. Yet so completely were the na- 
tives awed by the numerous fortresses, that 
they sunk into sullen despondency. A pwcer 
established upon the "tremendous basis of 

• Guilliman de Reb. Helv. II. 
•f Muller, I, xviii. ^ 

p, 3 , milil'i;y 
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CHAp. military despotism ^appeared to thei)i unatu 
Bailable by any efiprts which despair could 
"'dictate. 

^ACl^d be the name of him, who fidl dared 
i9 cherish the noble project of liberating hi* 
pountry from herignominious bondage I Stau^t 
TACHER was that hero. In silence he con-, 
tpmplated the degraded state to which his 
nation was reduced, He brooded over her 
wrongs in secret, He meditated upon the 
^iiergies of the human mind, and felt from inr 
:fvard conviction that man was not destined by 
pature to be the slave of despotism. Having 
reduced fais ideas to a rational fofm, he has^; 
t:ened to communicate them to his friend 
Walter Furst- At his house he me? 
Arnold of Melchthal, who had taken 
refuge thej-e from the pursuit of Landenberg. 
j^isfortune is tlie parent of confidepce. They 
had suffered in the same cause, and they flew 
to each others arms with all the attachment of 
men connected hy the strongest of ties, th^ 
lovefif freedom. Having deliberately weighed 
the dangers of the enterprize," tljey boupd 
themselves by a solemn oath, to break the 
fetters of their country, or to perish in the 
fittempt, 
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attempt. But as their sole object was personal chap. 
security, they resolved never to deviate from v- 
the path of justice in the pursuit of liberty. ■- -' 
It was therefore laid down as a fundamental 
principle of their union that they should in 
no case separate from the Germanic empire, 
nor refuse to their feudal lords, ecclesiastical 
or secular, those services which by that bar- 
barous system Uiey were bound to perform. 
Haying finally engaged to observe the pro- 
foundest secrecy, and agreed that np partial 
attempts should be risked till the mine was 
ready to be sprung, the^ appointed a plao3 
where they mi^t assemble with a few chosen 
friends to concert the preparations necessary 
£)r a general insurrection ; and took leave 
of each other, not with the suspicious jea- 
lousy of men hurried by interested motives 
into a factious opposition, but with that ho- 
nest (jonfidence which is the result of con- ■ 
scious integrity and the characteristic of truly 
patriot hearts *. 

'"o propagate th^ electric flame among a 
jpeople, whose wishes were in perfect unison 
with their own, required not the arts of per-- 

• Tscliiuli. MulLr. 

St. 4 suasioii. 
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CHAp.suasioh. The founders of Helvetic liberty 
,■■ y.'- discovered an ardent partisan in every person 
- to whom they intrusted the important project. 
On the i7tlj of November, 1307 (the day 
fixed for their meeting) each of them appeared 
at the appointed spot, attended by ten chosen 
companions. This nocturnal assembly was 
held in the field of Rutli, a retired meadow 
on the shores of the lake of Lucerne, ex- 
actly on the confines between Uri and 
Schweitz. ' It's solitary position ' amidst sur- 
roundings rocks, seemed to preclude the pos^ 
sibility of surprise! . Co'nscious,-however; that 
a secret known to so ihany (all of whom, even 
frohi physical causes, could not be equally 
prcpf against the suggestions of terror, or of 
interest) was at best precarious, the majority 
of the conspirators recommended an imme- 
tliate effort, alleging that, in situations like 
theJr's, delay" was ruin. Melchtbal, on the 
contrary, employed every arguiiient to com- 
bat this precipitancy*. "The castles ofSar- 
ncn and Rotzberg were too strong (he urged) 
, to be taken by assault; and upon the first 

• Muller, ib. 
- * alarm 
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rfarm would afford their tyrants a retreat,*CHAP. 
where they might remain in safety, til! an ^^ Y' . \ 
Austrian army could march to their relief, and 
place them once more in a situation to take 
ample vengeance upon the insurgents. But 
if they waited patiently for a short tirne, some 
opportunity might possibly occur, to get 
possession of these fortresses by stratagem. 
ft was besides an indignity to human nature, 
to suppose that men engaged in so, noble an 
enterprise could betray the cause in which 
they had embarked. Such suspicions might 
possibly be entertained with justice in the cor- 
rupted soil of courts ; but every person pre- 
sent — he spoke from the emotions of his own 
heart — must feel that the first of obligations 
was his duty to his country; and under that 
conviction must view all* the concerns of the 
world, it's crowns and its gibbets, with equal 
indifference." 

The energy, with which he spoke, brought 
over the whole assembly to his opinion. Every 
idea of immediate aggression was laid aside ; 
- and the first day of the new year was ap- 
pointed for the execution of the momentous 
project. This weighty business thus arranged, 
■' , every 
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CHAP.every man returned with apparent traaquH- 
_ y • lity to his accustomed occupations. 

An event however took place in the inter- 
val, which hy causing a prematura eruption^ 
threatened to overturn the rising fabiic. We 
have already seen to what a degree of inso- 
lence Gessler carried his capricious pride. 
Presumption proved his ruin. Wh-I-iam 
Tell, a name justly celebrated in the annals 
of Helvetia, had married the daughter of 
Walter Furst ; and on that account, as well as 
from his enthusiastic attachment to the cause 
of liberty, had been admitted a memlier of 
the holy bond. 

As he was one day pas^g through Altorf, 
the sight of the hat inflamed his indignation 
to such a pitch, that he not only refused obe- 
dience to the fantastic mandate, but treated 
the magisterial ensign with the contempt 
which it deserved. Gessler was no sooner in- 
formed of his behaviour, tiian he commanded 
the bold plebeian to be dragged before him ; 
and giving way to the suggestions of unbridled 
fury, decreed that as a punishment for his au- 
dacity he should at the approa<^ing festi>'al 
either pierce with an arrow' an apple placed 
upon 
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npoD tbe head pf his son, a boy of five or six cha?. 
years of age, or SM^er immediate deadi. So v* 
inhuman a sentence was little calculated, either 
to sooth the minds of tlie discontented popn- 
iaoe, or to calm the resentment of the of- 
feaded patriot. For some moments, he hesi- 
tated : but, secure in his own unerring arm, 
he at length accepted the former part of the 
alternative. To this probably he was still far- 
ther prompted by the consideration, that a 
Kene of such wanton cruelty could not iail 
to affect tbe feelings of tlie spectators, in a 
manner conformable to his secret views. 

On the appointed day, Gessler appeared in 
the market place at Altorf, seated in a chair 
of state, and encircled by his bocly-guard. 
His countenance bespoke the insolence of tri- 
umph. With a savage smile, he ordered the 
culprit to be brought. With a resolute step 
Tell advanced. T'lie attentive crowd,' who 
had been attracted from the remotest vallies 
by the novelty of the spectacle, trembled as 
he passed. He tJok his post. The boy was 
stationed^ by the governor's direction, at a 
distance which seemed most un&vourable to 
the ardier's skill. Tell grasped his bow. Mute 
attention ' 
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■CHAp.altention prevailed. Every heart, except his 
V. own,- throbbed with apprehension. He drew 
the string. 'Hie arrow flew. The apple felil 
■Repeated peals announced the joy of the 
•spectators, and rebounded through the adja- 
•cent rocks. The hero ran to his darling 
•child, He caught him in his arms, and clasp- 
ing him to his bosom, gave way to the effu- 
sions of nature ; till unable any longer to 
suppress the violence of his emotions, he 
turned exultingly toWard the governor, and 
producing another arrow exclaimed ; " Had 
my hoy f alien j thisy tyrant! was reserved for 
thee *." At once a prey to rage, shame, and 
disappointment, 

• Tlie author is awar«, that the Eceptical spirit of the 
age hns thought fit to question the authenticitv of this 
)>npiilttr talc. But (o him there appears no valid reason 
fo reject It. Neither does it seem at all impiobahle iliel 
theina;i, who fiad erected his hat into an object of worship, 
should can V the wantonness of tyranny to every excess. " 
Besides, the story is recorded in painting, in the market- 
l>l^e, at Aliorf ; which proves, at least, that it hod ob- 
tained credit in the very spot, where the event is sup- 
f)«;icd to have happened. Criticism, when properly ap- 
plied, is highly fevouraole to the cause of truth. But we 
i^nticipate noadvantage from throwing os-de all thosepo- 
pular stories, which have existed for ages the delight and 
hoast of national vanity, as equally uudeserving of cre- 
dit 
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disappointment, Gessler commanded his sol- chap. 
diers to seize the audacious dehnquent. The ^• 
populace interposed in vain*; After a short - .■ -' 
conflict, 

dit with die ghosts and witches *hich amused or terri- 
fied our credulous ancfstors. The love of investigation, 
if confined within ratioDaUimits, conduces esscntiaUy to 
the advancement of science and the progress of litera- 
ture. But it is surely a matter of regret, to behold the 
most splendid characters of antiquity frittered d6wn bj 
the refining chemistry of analysing ciitics, till they have 
scarcely one characteristic virtue left. A system like 
this perverts the true intent of history. It may become 
a subject of curiosity for the antiquar}', but it is ho 
longer an instructive school for the statesman or the 
politician. 

• What the author foresaw, has happened. He has 
been attacked for reviving a popular tale, that Muller 
thoujght proper to reject. Muller is undoubtedly a writer 
of considerable merit, and very candidly explains the 
reasons which induced him to treat the story of the ap- 
ple as a fiction. In this he follows Grasser, who discre- 
dits it because he discovered a strong resemblance be- 
tween the adventures of Tell, and those of a Scantli- 
oaviati hero celebrated by Saxo under the name of Toccn. 
With alldue deference to such high authority, we are far 
from considering this argument as conclusive, flistory ' 
abounds with incident^ of a simitar nature. Among uiv- 
civilised people, the same rude manners prevail, the same 
inhuman sacrifices are offered to the Deity, the same 
barbarous practices are established as substitutes for law. 
Cao there he any just cause to disbelieve that Jephthft 
imtnolated 
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CHAP, conflict. Tell fell once more into the handi 
^* of his enemy; who, in order to provide 
against any attempts which might be made 
for his rescue, commanded him to be con-. 
Teyed to Kusnach, a fortress situated on the 
oppogite side of the lake. Fearing, however, 
- that this unmerited rigour might excite a 
sentiment of compassion in the bosoms even 
of his satellites, the governor resolved to ac 
.company him in person, and embarked^ with 

Immolated his daughter, because we are told by the 
.Greek historians that Agamemaon did so too i If co- 
incidence of cireamstance be alone sufficient to sap the 
foundation of historical fact, we may expect that, some 
centuries hence, the enlightened comtnentators of ihe 
day will confound the melancholy destiny of Louis XVI. 
with that of Charles I. and triumphantly adduce a long 
ch«n of arguments to show, that it is contrary to every 
principle of criticism to suppose, that they could both 
lave been brought to a public trial, and both have pe- 
zished upon a scaffold ! It it easy to anticipate the in- 
genious eisaye that will iappear on this occasion, while 
angry literati assail each othci' with all the violence of 
polemical animosity, and the rival nations dispute to 
which of them the royal martyr belongs. But should 
any reader be desirous of farther illustration, we muat 
refer him to May, who has investigated the subject with 
great irrtpartiality, end produces various proo& to con- 
firm his opinion, which candour camiot fail to deem con-' 
^ clDBire. 5fay, L itxvi. 

hi* 
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Ha atlendants, in the same boat. But scarcely chaI*. 
had they quitted the shore, when the clouds, ^^• 
■which had been gathering round the lofty 
summit of St. Gothard, and to which Gessler 
in his fury had paid little attention, burst into 
a tempest*, precluding all possibility of a 
fetum. The waves ran high ; and the sur- 
rounding roclts which rise almost perpendicu- 
larly from the level of the water, rendered all 
attempts to land Impracticable. The water- 
men Sunk beneath die labour of the oar, and 
unable any longer to contend against the 
vehemence of the winds, commended them- 
. selves to Providence for protection. In this 
tremendous crisis, one of the passengers re- 
collecting that Tell enjoyed the reputation of 
an able pilot, advised the governor, as the 
only expedient that remaned, to prevail upon 
him to take charge of the vessel, and to exert 
his skill for their common preservation. Gess- 
ler caught with eagerness at the proposaL 
The prisoner was unbound and placed at the 

* "niose ^De who are acquainted with ^e lalcet of 
8iniaetliitici'(^ foroi &d adequate conceptiofn oF the pe- 
perili which attend a hurticsue, even ia die shortest 

helm. 
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CHAP. helm. Fofsome time he struggled manfully 
^- against the storm ; took advantage of his lo- 

"■ . . cal knowledge to weather it's fury ; \J3\ by 
degrees, he approached the bank at a spoT, 
vhere the receding mountains leave a small 
accessible promontory. The passengers nOw 
thought themselves secure. Tell neared tbft 
point; and having arrived within a certain 
distance of it, boldly plunged into the flood, 
with one hand seized the rock, and with the 
other pushed back the vessel into the lake. 
The tempest however at length abated, and 
the affrighted tyrant witii difficulty gained 
the land : But he was not yet in safety. 
Tell met him on the road, a little . beyond 
Brunnen, and instantly with an arrow laid him 
dead at his feet. The monster perished, and 
Tell became the idol of his country. 

It is not our intention to enter into any 
elaborate defence of tyrannicide, so highly 
extolled in ancient story. But we will ven- 
ture to affirm, that if under any circumstance 
the destructidn of a fellow-creature caft ad- 
mit of exculpation or merit applause, TeI^ 
must stand acquitted before the tribunal of 
£temal Justice, and share the admiration of 
posterity 
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posterity with Harmodius and Aristogiton^CHAF, 
Vet, glorious as the action wa^, it had nearly ^• 
proved fetal to the party.' With electric ra- 
pidity the flame flew from breast to. breast, 
tiireatening a general explosion before the 
mine was properly prepared. Such however 
-was the prudence of the leaders, that the fef- 
ment subsidirig an apparent calm succeeded', 
till the important hour arrived; 

fully aware of the difficulties' whicli re- ' 
iiiained before '^they could exper their tyrants 
from the strong fortresses, where they securely 
derided the impotent fury of an undisciplined 
mob, they had recourse to stratagem for suc^ 
cess. A youth of Unterwalderi, to whom rd- - 
mance has given the name of Wolfgang, had 
long paid his addresses to a maiden resident 
in the castle of Rotzberg. Upon this cirieum- 
stance the" conspirators founded their hopes of 
being enabled to seize that important post. 
The lover redoubled his assiduities, and secure 
of his mistress' aflfectionsj demanded from hel" 
the dearest pledge of confidence, which ac- 
cording to the simplicity ' of Helvetic man- 
ners consisted in admitting him privately to 
her embraces; The night was fixed for the" 
. -Vol. I. S thirty- 
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CHAF.tliirty-first of December, when it was ^^freed 
2^2_ ^ that she should let down a ladder from her 
window, by the assistance of which He might 
easily ascend the perpendioular rock, on who8« 
craggy summit stood the castle. On the ap- 
pointed evening, attended by a select band of 
confidential fritnds, Wolfgang repured to a 
wood adjoining to the fortress. The night 
v/Bs dark and starliess. The clock struck 
twelve. No signal was given. They doubted, 
suspected, despaired. The drawbridge fell. 
Hieir apprehensions increased. They heard 
distinctly the approach of horses, and anti- 
cipated treachery. Even love itself was un- 
just. Some horsemen passed, among whom 
by the light of their torches they distin- 
guished Landenberg. He continued his route 
to Sarnen, and the noise died away. The 
lamp appeared, at the casement. The ladder 
descended. The youth mounted with hasty 
steps, but animated with far difierent pasaoiu 
from those which fired the bosom of the ex- 
pectant fair. Trembling with hope and ap- 
prehension, she led him to a private chamber. 
It was a trying moment for a lover. ' The 
Varmth of his desires, the midnight silence, 

her 
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lief smiles and her caresses invited hitn tocHAf. 
pleasq^- But the genius of Helvetia pre- 
vailed. Tearing himself from her &rms, h^ 
informed her th^ an indispensable duty forced 
bim reluctantly to renounce the haj^ness 
tohich love and she intended him : that for. 
the sa^ie reasons she must submit to a tempos 
rary cpiifinement ; biit that the rising sua 
^Uld witness her deliverance j and hifi justi* 
ficationi With these Words he rushed out of 
the ap^tment, turned the key^ and ha^stened 
to his impatient comrades. Having ascended 
th^ Mder, one by one^ they seized and bound 
the sleeping sentipels ; and thus, in the spacci 
of a sjngle hour^ acquired possession of tins 
iihnoBt impregnable fortress without spilling 
aae drop of blood. With such silence wad 
the importftnt enteirpri«e achieved^ that no 
^rm was given in the neijghbourhood ; an^ 
when the dawning day detivered the captivfi 
\m-uty to her lover's a#nu, not a person with-- . 
i))it th^ castU walls suspected the reyolutioij 
of the preceding night. . 

Early on the following momitig, & select 

party of the brave inhabitants of iJnterwalden 

Qi«t Landeberg as he was going from the 

9 St castle 
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CftAP.castle'of Sarnen to the parish-church, to be 
^- .present at the celebration of mass on new- 
year's day. They were loaded with presents, 
which according to the custom of those times 
Vere offered, at that festive season, to the ma- 
gistrates of the country, A troop of thirty 
mountaineers, headed by Arnold of Melch- 
thal, lay in ambush near the walls, ready to 
appear upon the first alarm. Delighted with 
the hberality of the oblation, which had been 
purposely made more abundant than usual, 
the governor invited them into the castle, 
where he ordered them to be welcomed with 
an hospitable glass. But no sooner had they 
gained admission into the court, than the ex- 
pected signal was given. Their comrades 
flew to their assistance, and took instant pos- 
session of the bridge and the magazine of 
arnis, while the garrison, terrified .at the sud- 
denness of the ■ attack, and ignorant of the 
■numbers by whom they were assailed, threw 
down their swords and surrendered on pro- 
mise of tlieir hves *, 

- * The garrison iras iiaiBediately embarlEed apen the 
Jake, and seat to Lucem*. May.. ■ . , i', 

: , The 
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The insurgents were. every, where, equally chap- 
fortunate. In the course of one day, the ^- 
castles of Sarnen and Rotzberg in Unter- 
walden, those of Schwanau and Kusnach in 
Schweitz, and the newly-erected fortress near 
Altorf in Uii, were , taken »ad -delivered to 
the. flames; and thus was every .veistige of 
despotism effaced. 

. History records few events of a more ex- 
traordinary nature. Whether we consider 
the advantages attained, the means of their 
attainment, or the humanity by which they 
were accompanied, we shall find equal cause 
for admiration. Flushed with recent victory, 
3ti(l irritated . by intolerable oppression, had 
the insurgents overstepped the just bounds 
of moderation,, and indulged in those excesses 
which 1 are too frequently the concomitant* 
of recovered liberty, much might have been- 
alleiged in; their defence. But how different 
was their .acbsd conduct ! All former anima»' 
sities were buried in oblivion. The prisoners- 
were treated with generosity, and being con-.' 
ducted to the frontiers, were released, on. 
giving a solemn promise never more to pollute; 
, the laiid xi£ freedom- with their venal step.. 
■.; S3 Except 
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CHAF.Except in the'single instance of Gesslsr, vrhq 
^- / ell a victim to his own imprudence, not ona 
drop of blood was sh^d. 

The welcome intelligence flew rapidly from 
mountain to mountain. The goat-herd threw 
e^de his pipe and crook, and armed in the 
common cause. Stavfacher, Melch-t 
THAL, Tell, and Walter Furst, were 
received by their exulting countrymen, with 
every demonstration of gratitude, which the 
simfJlcity of rustic manners would allow. 
The opulent &rmer set wide his hospitable 
. door to bis poorer neighbour, and amid the 
universal festivity the names of their deliverers 
resounded with blessings from every tongue. 
Hie, world, perhaps, never exhibited a specr 
tacle more congenial to the feelings of hu* 
manity. It was ^^'B triuhph pf inno- 

^ENbE OVER DESPOTISM. 

On the following sunday a general nssembly 
of the inhabitants of ihe three cantons met, to 
venew the alliance for die spiKe of ten years. 
The bond of union was conceived in the term, 
and subject to the liimtatians, which htive been 
already iwd beibre the reader. It is a dis- 
tinctive feature indeed in ibe character pf the 

, . ; : Swiss, 
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Swiss^ that they maintained the same spirit of chap, 
moderation in the hour of success^ and of de- ^•_ 
pression. Neither b the conduct of their leaders 
Isss remarkable. Thrice happy in the happi- 
ness which they procured for others, they 
aimed at no distinctions but those of virtue ; 
and retiring to the tranquil scenes of domestic. 
enjoyment, continued to live inthat enviable 
state, where the heart has nothing to covet, 
and the historian notlung to reicord *. 

* According to Ms;, Tell lived to a good old age. 
He distinguished himself at the battle of Morgarten, as 
a private soldier; but he invariably rejected every poBt 
of eminence. - At the age of eighty-three he perished in 
an inundation, which destroyed the littje town of Bur. 
glea. Tellhad twosons; WiUiam, the eldestdied before 
^1 father, without issue ; Walter, the younger. Was bom 
after the revolution, and left several children, whose de- 
iceadants successively filled the highest office* in the 
canton till 1684, when the fgmily became extinct. 
May, I, xxxi. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Assassinadon of Albert—rlnhumamtif qf Agnes~-\ 
Leopold Duke of Austria — Battle of Morgarten 
mm.prudent Conduct of the Swiss- — Truce with, 
A ii/lria— League with the Emperor Lewis- 
Death, of Leopold — Affairs of Italy. 

CIIaf-XHE behaviour of Albert, toward the forest- 
j^^^cantons/had been imprudent in the extreme^ 
To induce them to abandon tteir Ubierties, 
he held out temptations, by which he virtually 
' acknowledged them to be an independent 
people. The compulsory system which he 
subsetjuently adopted constrained them to 
make trial of their strength, and thus led 
them gradually to pass those bounds, ^yithio 
which they would have willingly reipained. 
The violence of his temper indeed seems to 
have been at constant variance with hia policy, 
and to have prevented him from employing 
those precautions which could alone have 
afforded him any rational hope. Unable tq 
command his passions, he pursuaded . himself 
. . tha^ 
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that every obstacle which -stood in the waycHAP. 
of his ambition was to be over-come by force ; ^ i- 
jind accordingly to force he frequently re- 
ported in vain, when means more gentle might ' 
have been crowned with success. The general 
opposition which he experienced served only 
to stimulate him to more daring attempts; 
p.nd no sooner was he made acquainted with 
the revolution which had taken place in the 
forest-cantons, than he forbade his subjects 
ty a decree to hold any further intercourse 
vith that rebellious people, declaring at the 
same tinie his resolution of putting himself 
at the head of a numerous army in the ensuing 
spring, in order to. reduce them to obedience. 
But Providence hf^d decided otherwise, ; and 
by a prenjature death arrested his proud 
career. . " 

By the will of hia deceased broth«- the 
fluke of Siiabia, . the emperor had been ap* 
pointed Sole guardian to his nephew John. 
This young prince, who was no longer a 
minor, had made reiterated applications to 
his uncle for the investiture of his patrimcmial 
fojfs, but had been put off from time to time 
}>y evafive answers, under pretence of his , 
youth 
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CHAP, youth and inexperience. For some montlu 
TX- he submitted with patience; but perceiving 
that Albert continued to defer the completion 
of his promise on the most frivolous escuses, 
though the same plea was not admitted with 
respect to his own children (upon tho elder of 
whom, his co-eval, he had already conferred 
very extenfive dom^ns,) he naturally inferred, 
^t it was the emperor's intention to defraud 
him of his hereditary possessions, in order to 
bestow them on one of his younger sons. 
How far his suspicions were well founded it 
is by no means easy to ascertain : yet it is 
fiur to confess that the general tenor of Albert'* 
conduct seemed in some measure to justify 
his apprehenttons. John brooded over hif 
wrongs in secret, and persuaded himself that 
their enoimity was such as to justify regicide. 
The emperor's unpopularity rendered it easy 
for him to find accomplices. Ulrio of Pahn, 
Walter of Elschenbach, Conrad of Taggeri 
feld, and Rodolphus of Wart, men of illus- 
trious names and powerful connections, under- 
took the deed of blood*. It was resolved to 
assassinate 
* lliesc foot noblemen were appointed gaurdians <^ 
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Assassinate Albert in bis way from Baden to chap. 
Hkeinfelden. Just as he had passed the vi. 
Reuss near Windish, and was separated by 
the river from the main body of his attend-* 
jonts, they ass^ed him unawares. John led 
tiiem on, and as he struck the fetal blow, 
emphabcally exclunied, " Deceive th9 

BEWARD OP THY INJUSTICE -f-." 

The consternation occasioned by. this atro* 
cious act was universal ; but as n>en began 
to recover from the first impression, their 
Judgments, as Usual, were in a great measure 
biassed by their interests. So that while one 
party loaded the conspirators with the exe- 
crations which they so justly merited, the 
other viewed their conduct with ^ less indig- 
nant eye, and eVen attempted to palliate their 
guilt. The forest-cantons were particularly 
iijt^ested in the erent, yet they behaved with 
their wonted moderation, and were prudent 

the young prince, by bi» father Kodolphus, who was 
aware of the difficulties to which he might be exposed 
Jrom the rapacity of his uncle, and in cousequeuce 
extorted from them an oath to delend his son against 
every injustice, even at the risk of their lives. May^ 
1. xxxiv. 

t Holler, n. i. Tschudi, ir. Stumpf. rii. 

enough 



hyGoo^le 



S6S^ HISTORY OP THE ', 

CHAp.eiiough to refrain from any public demon-< 
> yj' . strations of joy. Other towns in Switzerland, 
which made part of the contested patrimony, 
and consequently reverted to John, shut their 
gates at ■ his approach, refusing to adniit a. 
regicide within' their walls. Devoted to.public' 
detestation, and a prey to all the horrors of. 
a guilty conscience, that wretched prince saw. 
no means of escaping the sword of justice, 
except by taking the vows in the monastery! 
of St. Augustin at Pisa; where,_ by a rigid 
observance of religious' discipline, and a life 
of continual penance, he endeavoured to 
atone for his offence. 

Meanwhile the Austrian fiimily were less 
active in pursuit of the assassins than in that 
«f the vacant crown. It was tb^ great object 
of their ambition to place Frederic, the eldest 
son of the late emperor, on the throne of Gee- 
many ; and such was the natural benevolence 
of this young prince's djsppsition, that his 
fi-iends vainly flattered themselves with suc- 
cess, trusting that his private virtues might 
'efface those unfavourable impressions which' 
his father's violence bad too justly excited, 
No sooner, however, did they find themselves 
disappointed 
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disappointed by the election of Henry of chap. 
Luxembourg, than they began seriously to ^'' 
think of revenging the death of their mur-* ■ 
dered chief ; and to this they were still fer- 
ther stimulated hf the love of plunder, and 
the prospect of confiscation. Three armies 
were in consequence assembled under able 
commanders, which took possession of the 
estates of the regicides. Desirous, by the 
violence of persecution, to compensate for it's 
tardiness, they conducted the war with eveiy 
refinement of cruelty which can mark a career 
of blood. Nor were the fatal effects of this 
vindictive fury confined to the guilty. Ilie 
spirit of interest began shortly to blend itself 
with the spirit of revenge. Many persons of 
distinction, to whom no probable suspicion 
could attach, but whose political principles 
were hostile to the views of Austria, or whose 
possessions were the objects of her avidity, 
were involved in the general proscription. 
The empress Elizabeth, and her " daughter 
Agnes (the widowed queen of Hungary), lay- 
ing aside all the delicacy of the female cha* 
racter, were frequently present at these san- 
guiaary spectacles, animating the executioner 
» - to 
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*^ vf " *** ^^^ perfonnance of his office. The det^y 
J of this subject, disfigured by every monstrous 
passion that can deform and vilify the humai) 
heart, constitute no essential part of t^e pre, 
tent narrative. But there is somethiog 90 
peculiarly affecting in the sad destiny of om 
of these unfortunate sufferers that it demands 
to be recorded, . 

No sooner had Albert br«athed his last* 
dian Rodolphus of Wart fled with precq)if 
tation to a strong fortress, situated on thf 
borders of Switzerland. Sca^fely h^d h? 
time to embrace his wife, the virttious and 
accomplished Adelaide, than yielding to heir 
tender soHcitations he assumed the habit of 
a pilgrim, and traversing the higher Alps, 
took refuge within the walls of Rome. Mean-t 
while bis disconsolate wife remained in tM 
castle with her infant son, secure m coQp^ioiu 
innocence, and in the respctct which wa9 djif 
to her weaker sex. Too soon^ however, wa# 
she fatally roused from this dre^n of pedoe; 
The ferocious Agnes approached ; and ^rt 
and ineffectual wa$ the resistaoce whi^ hef 
faithful fassals could oppose. Numbers pr^ 
vailed ; and entering the eastle over th« 
bodies 
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bodies of ttte slain, with iDsulting triumph chap. 
Agnes hastened to the apartment of Adelaide. T t. ^ 
The wretched mother lay lifeless over the 
cradle of her child. Unmoved at the piteous 
«gbt, the inexorable queen seized the inlant 
in her arms, exclaiming with savage exultation, 
" The blood of regicides shall not escape !" 
Awakened from her insensibility, Adelaide 
started wildly at the terrific threat, and fell at 
tbe feet of her persecutor. Any heart,save that 
of Agnes, would have melted with compassion. 
But with a stern barbarity, almost incredible 
in woman, she turned to her at^tehdants, an4 
bade them " instantly despatch the brat/' 
It stretched out it's little hands for mercy. 
The soldiers paused. Enured as they were 
to blood, an unknown sentiment of pity took 
possession of their hearts. They remonstrated 
against the severity of the order, and for 
once seemed inclined to disobey. Perceiving 
that it would be unsirfe to press them ferther, 
the queen made a virtue of necessity, and 
reluctantly granted what it would perhaps 
have been dangerous to depy. T*he unfortu- 
nate Adelaide once more clasped her darling 
tfi her breast. But her hopes of happiness 

foi 
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CHAP.for ever" disappeared, when she learned diaS 
■^■'- her husband was a prisoner in the hands of 
his relentless foe*. 

Betrayed by the treachery of the holy aeef (■ 
Kodolphus was brought before the high tri^ 
bunal which had been instituted for the ex-> 
press purpose of trying tho murderers of 
Albert; and was condemned to be broken 
ali^'e upon the wheel, on the very spot vihen 
the deed had been perpetrated. The sentence 
was executed with the utmost rigour, and tlie 
miserable victim abandoned to his iateji 
For three days and nights, languishing in a 

* The fate of the other conspirators is thus described 
by May : Disgiii?ed in the dress of a pcasaot, Eschen- 
t>ach escaped tiie vigilance of his pursuers, and retiriag 
to a small village in the duchy of IVifteniberg, gained 
his living by the meanest occupations. His real charac- 
. ter remained concealed till the fiotir of his death, ivhen 
hedivulged the secret to his confessor, in order to receivi 
absolution. With the destiny of Tt^gerfeldy the worW 
ie unacquainted. Assuming various disguises, Palm 
took let'uge iti a female convent at Bale, vt here he was 
, received in the capacity of a menial servant, and lived 
unknowu till his death. I. xxxv. 

•f According to May, he was betrayed by faii relationj 
the count of Blamont, to whuse protection he had re' 
course in his distress. Vol.1. Seel. 35. 

JStumf. Muller, SueiJerV 

Start 



hJGoogIc " 



tfitr.of cxcnuaattng tortnre»' he- evinced tEe on at.) 
Qostanshaken fortitude ; dudainin^ to gratify ' ^-^ ^ 
1^ ferocity of his enemies by the slightest 
iodicauon of imfTering^. and in calm discourse 
mlh the astonished spectators; dcaiying that 
Iw had'bden guUtj of any crime. Bfetri-*' 
umpfaed, he said» in has'ing been instrumental 
to punish an usurper, who had bathed his 
sacrilegious hands in the blood of his lawAii 
sovereign, the emperor' Adolphus. With equal 
imgnanimity: did the beauteous Adclaid»: 
continue on her knees .before the' scatlbld, in'- 
appsture of motionless griefi during the whole ; 
ofthisagomsirig acenei Without food, with-''' 
o^l covering, and without a friend, shct' 
offered up her solitary prayen for the soul-; 
of her beloved hu^bandi after havii^ in vaia 
iiiBjJored the remarseless Agnes to terminate - 
hi? sufferings by 6ne compassionate blo#. 
At length exhausted nature ^ood his friend }' 
and no sdoner did she behold him at reat^ ' 
^an ^e pandered on foot te ft convent at' 
BMe where in a paroxynn ttf afHiction sh«' 
«^red*j 
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_ v-i> from ap . actJTe. and dangeiDas- enemy by ihe> 
'dmtb of Albert, but fouadinhUsi^cissBor a 
pfttron aod ineodi . Henry, beganhis reign by 
(^nfirmmg all die. pxivHeges vihaBbtboD^kBd" 
enjoyed under tiie most parti^ of his prede^ 
cissQTs; a, favour which, was. pe^iady-gr^s- 
fifl in, th^. present situalion, as it nught rea- 
s^miJUy bie intiEffpceted into a tacit approfaa- 
tipu of t^eir fiamfs ooTtducti In retom ibr 
a« flattering. a_ mark of. royal bounty daej 
seot.a detachment of thzee- hundred men to 
aecoitipany.bihL on hi^ expedition toR^tmet; 
an aid whicii peeved of - mat^ial ^seiince, as 
tbf;te:^^ple was imitatedi by ti^any of tlve 
neighbdoria^ sCaft^ 

, PreYioiisiy to his departure for Italy, Henry* 
6^Ueced. himself ^ith having established tbe 
tranquiUity.of Swjtzerland'Upon a^perni^Bent 
bp^. Btit* scarcely hadi he crossed thg Alps 
\vhen tb^,-old animosities betw^n the foyest- 
<3^lt(Hl4 and, tiie. nMHtks of^Einsiedten began 
te. revive; and the. subject^ «f Attstrift were 
indiscreetly forward to engage in the eoatest. ■ 
Soon after his accession, the emperor ap- 
pointed Rodolphus of Rapperswyl (who was 

c ;T T d&edrtd^d 
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lion» oSHapibuigiii) to tfeptfficg of ianatrtgi ''•'".. . 
bailiff oner 2uriC| the Thu^Wi uid i<it)'ft>i«8ta 

««n»-ilnpli<ntlj>' t» anaeMOIe^e*, ahdtnurtl" 
pattiniiaiif fo beware of' i*ft(Agiftg-fli(ts(*>'. 
pnvilpgeSJwlTwh ^he haA aoi r6cehtly eonfihi*edi>' 
Hodd)Ato«8eul)ell'h>8' tB»8» mfh integrtfy-l 
and diactetaten^ butt the' pecioid of hid ikItmmM' 
stnitioi» «as 'shorr^ ' For' no soobep #d'thit^ 
house' oS'^asCriftd&co^err thun he^ai'a mail-' 
i^'tnO'eleiattad'a spint'to tM"bUTHllj> 'de^6ted!' 
to- tfaor aervicey thaik'bjrcftluifnnws'and'niis'i^ 
Wip«8«mitionB,''displl»ymg' aiHiij'artibnS in'' 
M- unfat»umfili» ligln, th«y pl««dled ' njtOlfi 
th^sflifiaralc toi diSBlii* 'hit«','adiJ (0 sntJsfSM' 
mie' Eiv«nit(t otBuiigleiii atnuUiefUPii^ 
otvifyin'his- place. 

' Desipiw of throiwiiig ; stsspicidn over lh« 
conduct! of his b)titHi<^«fiei]) or idfliiencedl 
by 'this' pteifeHwg 'pasSitrn oP thfe' day; whicW 
dOfrtidieW'^vepy specie^' oP referm'a»d preJud# 
tb mill;: s mo^Pti- wrkerhstS' attempted thd 
itituleatkiil of th«' hoMk' of AtMria. Buf 
aipefyj notfeng can' place her designs in » 
aMtvo^iour peiAti ofvie*) tbad simply to* 
i a recall 
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7. .tie late ■'*««'««- T^ej'*'^" 

iKine aear the fcrtre«»: oc dwa rf day. 

. ^k-t .-*•«% ncmwaaelT to xaie the »j1:j 

-a ORlfe^rriHa cMui he prepHtd Sir re- 

,^BMe, Bat the TTgr^Mce oc laeir civnT 

. i • >«*«<'•«' ^"^^ ^y appMHit lecnitj'. 

v«* P"^ Jmeanttd then, as diey ap- 

^^achcddKrime. TheaUrm-bcllsoHlided, 

..y* from '"^ ifoaiter the peojile ran to 

** ,10, In an nsunt the asaulanis weie le- 

'^ fitA. The vessel, «fcich bronght them, 

'* jH look; anl the gnaler part of the de^ 

"^Khmeiit either p«to the Moid, or drowned 

' Jji attempting to e»ca|ie*. 

'.^Thise petty bostjlities, the oditm of wbicl) 

'^jf^a. be eaily thrown upon the over-actiTe 

•'' jpd of inferior agents, would in all proba. 

""Ijility have been attenijed with no fiirther 

^/^^ooddKd, bad not the d^th of Henrj-, after 

***» short reign of little more than four years, 

'^„B««dac«d a total change .in, the aspect of 

*%ublica£tot: Two princes intmediately der 

W" ■ ' •T<«ll»di,lv! V 
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^^2 -HISTOB^T or Tn* V 

CHAp.Tec^lto the reader's recoUeoboD Uieitc^msofT- 
VI. amity on :whioh theSwias invariably Hved with:' 
tbpse emperors whot^ek^o. unconnected with 
their. local poliUcs, and had no possesaioos ■ 
within . theip' territories. This reference i^ 
afDpljF illustrated by the rei^s of Frederic il. 
of Adolphus of Nassau, mid of Henry of 
Luxembourg. But the rtstleas ambition of 
the Austrian princes-proved a constant source 
of disquietude. Scarcely fa^ tbey. suc- 
ceeded in removing Rodol{Jius,: and in nomi- ' 
nating as his successor a person entirely: 
devoted to their interest^ than they began to 
renew the vexatious system which had been : 
{^rsued during the reign of Albert. Th^ 
forest-cantons, whose eyes were ever jealously 
&xed upon. the proceedings of their implacable^ 
foe, thought it time to put liiemselves in a, 
^sf:ure of defence ;- ahd fbrt-'/^is purpose 
^rti£ed thejxiost important [^toC!^ particu--. 
l^rly thiM: of Stanstad. on the lai^e of Lu^^me^ 
^here they erected a .small fort. No sooner 
^as the governor of Lucerne made aicquuiri^ed 
^tfa this circfjmst^nce, than he resolved to 
^ke it by surprise; Jittlq doubting that hi% 
undertaking, ifj successful,; .woul4; Wc^v^ tjM^ . 
I;.:^; a ■: aapction 
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^anctipnofhis master's approbation... Aparty^HAB.^ 
of troops was, in consequence, embarked; Y,** 
upon the lake in the cTeiung. - The^ were Xo^' 
arrive near the fortress at the dawn of day^ , 
and had orders immediately to scalethe walia 
Ittfore the garrison could be prepared for re-? 
sistance. But die vigilance of jtheir enemy, 
yiaa not to^ be lulled by apparent security^ 
Thp guard, discovered them, as they apft; 
pR)ached the shore. The alarm-bell sounded, 
wd from every quarter the people ran to 
arms. Jn on instant the assailants were re^ 
pelled. The (vessel, which brought them, 
v^ sunk; and the; greater part of the def 
tachment either pat tp the sword, cw drowne^ 
in attempting toi escape*. . 
. These pestty hostjUttes, the odium of whic^ 
plight be easily thro>yn upon the; over-active 
zeal of inferior .agenjs, would in allprpbar 
Jjility have ;been attpi^ed with no farther 
^loodsh^di.had not jiie de^tb of Renry, after 
a short reign of little more than four years, 
{>roduced ei,. ;tptal change .ia, the aspect of 
pul^c E^^rsj : ^wo princes jn^mediately de^ 

., . ' ' ' •TsihudUv! ' ' ' " ' ^ ' 
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9^*= flWTOitt 0¥ fHB ' 

CBAp. cSareJ themselves candidate* forlihe vacairt 
A^Vrfirone; Lewis dt/Le of Bavaria, and Frederic 
flake of Austiia; The tohtest: wa« tarried on 
tAth great aiiimation on both sitles, but tCK 
Jhiriated in favour of tbe fonher. ''The Swiss 
in'getieral, imd^the forest^-caiitoris 5n |iarticd-i 
laV, beheld the stiliggle with' ahJAous espec- 
tatioh; and' Celebrated it'sresali: with 'ittiinpu^ 
deiit expressions of 'joy: ■ S6 ojten hn av6w^ 
of dislikie gave umbrage to IfionpcMt 'Art 
yotlinger tirother of Frederic, who had aJrearfj* 
distinguished himself in the 'ItaHiari ware-, and 
panted for an o|)portunity df adding fte^ 
fcniYels to those which he had : i^ready a(S- 
(Epilred. Nor was a. plausible prete^ wanting, 
Their differences with the mprik^ tof 'KiAsietNeit 
fcfforded an inexhaustible source, -whence am? 
bition Plight at afl times derive a spe^JflB* 
plea for injustice. It wasfls adpocate for thai 
wealthy monastery Ihat Let^old declared hi* 
mtention of vjhditating' their ifight^ by fstoi 
ofanfas. ^- ■■■■'- ' '■'",■ 

'' ' Foreseeing ^ie consequences «4iich nigbt 
^siie from an open mptin*, the ckidens of 
^uric exerted all their iq^^ence to appease 
the fising stonn; a^ po &r accomplished 

thi* 
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^r nnpoltuft ^dbtv' tbat they rpivvailed ia(Kn c^ Aip^ 
both parties to submit tRfflr-^retiMliiofls iSb^J.^L^ 
■dHtritration. ! Bwttlicar^urposBWaS'fneitPElted^ ' 
% the inqmtdeivce 't>i -^^r aBts. Tte 
f^igioQs 'society of fihlsiedletfi wiu! oitrfptrnd 
aekclaaively of '^eraoM of Aobte- birth. Th6 
.ptrriihng ^prfejudwes bf afbtowaoy mugbc 
-^ Uhisferioils body io-vim the inhabitAitts ^ 
•ifaevfore^oanlDiu ffitll an-e^- of 'iiontsm^. ^ 
Tbey seldont loe^ \(»itlDDat a qdiirel i wh% 
ev^ly imalt, .thcra^ 'offered to-t^' fn^ti^ 
^a^Exat, vfta-.cbtaiSf^fidhj RptibUoMi pridb 
as a national affront, and resented- as -^ ilf- 
^g«meht of; tbe treaity. Oshviinc^: Ihat 
-no i^^iabce otfnid be placed upon ii)e.})ttt-- 
'kmmut of a frateriiity, wiwBe a<?*'ioA8 M^ft ^ 
gevennsd by ifO;tixbd ptinciplbsoi^jtif^Lcfej and 
•findirll; tibat ^e abteii! (tbaagh, ajjjlarfeiitly , dief- 
itroui of an amioabU 9JMommodsit'i6i^ M-ahte^ 
iuthonty to enfdrce hia opini(Wi> they resolved 
to d^ndno- longet bn tbe slow and uit- 
-certato efibcts of negotiation, but to adopt 
>neistires «f A rttme speedy and efficacioiis 
character. Every thing therefofe being prfe- 
pared for the attack, the convent wa# invested - 
in the dead of night, and the most obnoxious 
^ T 4 members, , 
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I^Sa - HISTOBT' OF f^m t . 

CHAP. members, ^\^ ^ conudefable bootj, ar^xA 
v. . ' ( .. f 'P^ by tlwvictors **•■ 

^ ■ It is by na meaoi an easy task to vindfr- 
cate the assailants on this occasion, since tfae^ 
Appear to have acted from the impulse, of the 
'ViQment, .without sufficiently weighing the 
icons^quences of their imipriideQce. - These, 
hovever, were, kiiqus beyond, their expecta- 
.tion. For the 2uriceim were so highly of- 
fended by their conduct, that they declarod 
their resolution of withdrawing from then 
t^ir support, and of leaving them entirely to 
-their &te. j : 

Fredefic cng^ed ibe bishop of ConstsBoe 
-to excommunicate his opponentfi» and not hat- 
:tng yet abfmdoned bis claims to the impemi 
crown, he boldly ventured upon bis own aq* 
thority to lay them under the ban of theem* 
:pire. On the other hand, the emperor Lewis, 
who favoured the forest-oantonfr out of rival- 
.(hip to the house of At^stria, prevailed upon 
: the archbishop of Mentz to withdraw the in* 
. terdict, while he himself absolved them frcm 
, f he imperial ban -f-. ' > 

f Tfcbudi, ly. f Miilier, II. \, 

Meanwhile, 



hyGo'ot^le 



-'M^nwhiiei.l^eopold exerted all the united ^nAf. 
ppurers of infiueoce and persuasioji to ensure vi. 
success to his intended expedition. The towfl"""^^ 
.of Baden was appointed for the general ren- 
dezvous of bis tropp«, which were drawn ftom 
jiie lefnpte^t provinces of -Austria. At. the 
head of a numerous army he determined, in 
jjersoi^ .to, enter the territory, of Schweitz by 
Jthp defile of Morgarten ; while a, body of 
.four thoufand men, under the count of Stras- 
ierg, waadestined to traverse the mountains 
pf Uaterwalden, and to take the enemy, in the 
.pear. ^ .. ,.■■.■..,■■ 

The fojiest-cantons at length be^nto be 
fully sensible, of the danger to whiph they 
.were ejtposed, and discovered too late' that 
they must trust foi; protection solely to the if ' 
Awords, Ip spite of all his promises, they 
.fou^ Lewis , unable to furnish effectual 
-jBuceour; ,and sp great was the terror of the 
^^ustriaji .. name, that not one of the adja- 
fent states had courage to undertake their de- 
fence. Determined however to perish glo- 
fioosly rather than submit to di&bonourablp 
conditions, they rejected with disdain the of- 
■|era made, by the count of Toggenburg" in - 
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tJi'AP.^ ntini^ 6( Leopold, Trtu^talhct #69e4f a 
VI. hatuit trt> tJfegfading fo bb m^iA W ^ 
men capable of bearing ai1b^,%ad'iiastfbdd^ 
bj habihi^ slavety. Ih 'stacfa'ft'iitU'ftl^ de- 
spair gives courage to thb' rfiosfc UhdeiriifSiid. 
Not a symptom ofh-itsolatkm was tO'l)fes«tti. 
Not a heart but kindled with Wife flafoe tof jte- 
ttlotisni; not £t voice bat joih^ih riib^btirtil 
cry oft)EAtB OB FRtEbbw. N^flttflfwfert 
any precantions omitted *lnch phadettcft or ¥^ 
fiolutioli couM suggest. The ferOitr 0f HW(- 
^-en was courted by ^festt and pfdceissibiH. 
The passes were fortified with diligence. TVt 
youth were tttiined to the exercise "of itAm ; 
while eveiry citizen, capable of wt^fliA^ b 
swbrd, Was sutamOfted to tlft stafidktd 6T li- 
berty. Yet after every exertion "fltey ifcHciA 
only mti&ter thiil^eil hundred fhen : ctf ibe^ 
Uri furhished four, Schweitz six, tbrid tJiilthf- 
WAlden three hutidt«d». TliiA tlitttirttiavfe 
army was, ho*ever, ahitttatted With a k^nt yd- 
Ithown to ihfe inercenaiy tools bf deSpotifeiii. 
"With perfect t^signatioh they looked foNrard ■ 
to the event of the approaching battle, -frhich 

* Both StaHfechcr and.M^htttal bad pribcipal ccBh- 
inaoda: May, I. xxxvii. ' * 
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. irf liaviwg ifischarged thfeifduty to posterity, ^^|^- , 
titey fcsolv^ not to Sun-ire the liberties of 
Ihteh- country. ...... 

^rtlhis-tempBTufmiftdit was detftrtnined td 
ta^dh ta ttr& coiifirtes, -anti meet rine enemy, 
vhase irtjute was fto longer a sairet. ^h the j 

fevening ptfeeedingth^ipdepartm^, a body-of 
fifty Sdhweitzears, who Airihg ttrt liate comnw- 
tions had been banished on account of their po*» 
$ticaJo5>inibns, nnespecteaiy presented ^hem- 
K^^ ^fore fheir astonished t:onntrymen,anS .. 
liknned' ^ privilege of expiating witS theit- 
Woodthe etrors which they had been induced 
t0 commit, ft was an established rule an the 
^rest^rtjantoor, that all dedreeft against traitorS 
TfCre "itrevocable. And so strong it as the at- 
lacihmeirt (Sf -rtris magiianimtJus people t& 
tmcient forms, that notwithstanding the im- 
portance oF'such a reiiiibrcemenfr, the ©fit*, 
was rejected with disdain. Suspicion, pei*- 
haps, might contribute to dictate this bold re- 
fiisal. But whatever may hare lieen the mo- 
tive, they renMuned inexorable, commanding 
Hje exfles to quit their territory without delay. 
Convinced of the inefficacy of all further re^ 
■ ■ ■ - monstrances, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



«S4 . BISTOav Of THB .[ 

.cifAF.inpnstranpes, they feigned compliance, Tes^^rt 
vj- iog secretly to prove; themselves, wortjiy of 

^'^'™'' the hopour for , which they bad petitioned 
in vain. No sooner therefore wer? they ccjuj 
^(;ted to the frontiers, than they posted 
themselves in ambus^^e upon the summit of 
the mounteun, which commands the.pfiss of 
Morgart^n, .where by their well-dirpcted ex^ 
.ertions they in a great. measure decided tbe 
/ate of their country. .■ , 

. It w^ on the sixth of November,- a day 
«ver memorable in the annali of Helvetb, 
that Leopold attempted to penetrate througti 
the deiiles of Morgarten into the territpri^ of 
a people, who were scarcely known beyond 
tlie con6nes of their own state. He was at 
the head of an army which, conside^g dip 
inferiority of the force opposed to it» mi^ 
.with some appearance of reason be deemed 
invincible. The inequality of numbers*, the 
.difference in point of arms aa well as in mili* 

* Tschndi represents tbe Austrian force at only 9000 ; 
Vitoduramus and May make it amount to so/)oo. Sen- 
.ral other writerB calculate it at 1 5/>oo, which is qeori^ 
the medium ;between the two extranesj and thefefoK 
probably more accurate than either. 

. tarf 
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taiy tacti<s, the circumstances of the combatj cHAy;) 
no less tlian the manner in which it termi- v i- ^ 
nated, combine to plade the battle^ of Mot^ 
garteh among those extraordinary events, 
which sometimes give an air of fable to tfee* 
best attested facts ; aiid which,- if. celebrated : 
hy ti^ pen of a Thucydides or a Livy, would i 
hare rendered the defender* of Helvetic Ir-; 
berty not less the objects of veneration to suc^ > 
ceeding ages» than Decius devoting himself for^ 
the sf^ety of Rome, or Leonidas expiring uiv 
the straits of Thermopyle. ' 

' Cased in com^dete armour, and almost se*- 
cure against the possibility of a wound, tlie- 
Austiian cavalry moved forward like an iron 
wall ; while the Swiss infantry waited their ap- ' 
proach in anxious expectation, having nothing; 
but offensive weapons to opposeto their at- 
tack. In an open plain, which would dilow ' 
of their moving in a condensed mass, even ac- : 
cording to the conunon, laws of mechanics,^ 
the shock of such a body must have boms" 
down all before it. . It is equally certain,, 
^wever, -that their powers of acting were 
greatly circumscribed by local circumstances., 
V^ notwithstanding, all disadvantages, the 
superiority 
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vj. tifflrt it aiqjwtiwdbeyoBdi^^wathicrfiiacaidinli 
to wtardtiiteirprogiesBi 

, Ab tfaehetkct of tht» fonntda|>lff host X.eo!' 
p0&j, ^te< wtthiavMcipated- viotor^v- sfib^mood. 
at tho< dbwn o£ i^yt The gljjKoDmg wus^j 
tW floating .pi woesy.tlhe'iingb'^^'atee^ ^ve- 
an air oC tciumph tb, bis imfchl- Qtirapcsedi 
of: the most iUastH'iou» pettsona^' in lus-dcN 
niaioiu^. his t:3.vtjf^ J«d tliewnifi The-ioibn^^ 
trjr piwsscd close 'laiebinQ^ a^ i£ af^pmhendiaie cift 
losing their share iftthei^^oMds ni die^fieldt; 
N»sooo0i; ^Ton tluay' aaraT«dii»t the nsetaw 
pftss betwAWi the HtdUe' lake ai £|^ft: aodt 
mount Sattal, where the' »oly pmatarabte: pirti^. 
hewn out; oil' the mrtiMe graaite^ bangs ssiiw 
pendbd over tiie- flood, tiMiB; the- fifty ^walfift 
postod^ ftboTQ.' rollsd dowmisasmnteifirngmeaim 
c£ roek-frotn theimpcmdingiotifl', (iecQKlpame4t 
by an ' ineessant: shmrsr ofr s(9aiMer-»eolies:t 
Blruised and ternfied/ tJW' hOrse»-btokc!'th«i<!> 
rftnks-.- The effbrts' of tlie h^fSfeiflferr^^M m^^ 
effectual Neither"caresses( ntfr'bk)*^* cWtiki' 
persuade them to proceed. In an instant^ 
litewbole-treop tvas-in dia&rder. Tbe*greffte^ 
part nisbed back en- th^in^ut^y w^v^M^ 
prevented 
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preHnete4;b^.^aot;Qf-s|)ajaeifroin opening tbcircn At(.'> 
nalas to- givQ them pafisage. Tfa^ coitfuuoni ^^v 
was irremediabLe. The mighty masses cow- 
bMied-tO'defwend^with iucseafiiagj' ri^i^. The 
f^pU'Wera either, tcoddsn. under the hoo& o^ 
the uftTuly -chatgers, or in theiBieflSMtito'disw 
engage. thatnselveB, poeoipitated theiF-ri^rs- 
tato the- aJayss; The littliebaRtdfaliof confe-' 
derated Swiss hoboldtwitlb Mtdmshtnenjit lAi^^ 
ecene l^ore ^isy seare«]y daring to^beli^tVj 
it reai? and seizing the pr»pifci<>«3- moment-, 
Hishe^ forward with tbeioswordsand lialbeWs, 
wh^ by. the closeness of tbe-attack they ran*' ■ 
deradj unless. 1^ lon^ speMSf which- v/eg^ the ' ' 
most formidable. weapohs-of'-the cavalry* 

Thus, in the space of a single hour, waa^ 
the. victory decided, and^&l^ the mighty |h>o- 
j^tso£ AuRtriaaambition> dissipatediike-the' 
mountainrfloud* The. loss c^ the vanquished ■ 
^a«.: prodigious^ Tscbudi, art aathor never- 
koowni to- exaggerate, e«;tiiBia:t68 that 6^' the - 
cavah^ alone. at> more than a- thoHsand'men, ' 
Ae. greater paatt' of-^ whont were of nohfeex* 
tractK>n^. Other- writers make it amount-to' 

"'^ It'must be highly gratifying to the feelings of the 
reader, to learn ^i L^nri|KiU)grg^ v/af among the nuiaher 

ft third 
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CHAF.a third more; yet neither calculation induciev^ 
tfaoK who perished in the hike, and whose ^ 
number must have been considerable. 
■ The joy occasioned by this important cob' 
quest woa still more enhanced by the trifling! 
loss with which it was attended, and wbieb^ 
h universally allowed npt. to have exceeded ^ 
fifteen men. Returning from the pursait, the. 
tfiumphaot Swiss fell upon their kneeB^ aadj 
poured forth their thanks to Providence on 
the feld of battle^ for this sigittd instance of; 
divine ^vour. On the same, spot th^ te^ 
mained tilt the following morning, still «iis^ 
trusting their fortune, and expecting every ^ 
moment that the enemy would renew thai 
attack-f-* 

. In this situBtionf a messei^er arriv^ witli. 
intelligence that the count oi Straabefg*:, 
having crossed the Bntning with four tboit'i 
sand meii* bad peoetrat^tl . to Samen, and' 
was ravaging .the adjac^t country. Imtue-^ 
djately tlie men of UntenvaldeOf accompanred > 
by a reinforcement of ohe hundred Schweit0«t 
e^», crossed the lake ^ith a- favourable galeU 
and learning upon their landing, that^tlte 

•M«Uer,fr.K- - ' 

AdSt^a^nir' 
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Helvetic' a^pUBtics: s^cj 

XuiteiahS' were dispelled in detached parties cha*^ 
for the purposes ofplanderarid carnagej they **^ 
marched M^thout delay in search of the foe. 
Thsy found them occupied in pillaging Stanz, ■ 
and taUiog Upon them unexpcsctedlj, compelleq 
ftiem to retire with precipitation, leaving their 
Valuable booty behihd. Elate with successj 
and^inkitig nothing too arduous for courage. 
fiJachieVe, they scarcely allowed themselves 
d momeRt to" Weathe, but ffew to meet the 
Aii9trian general, vrho was posted near Rus-; 
na*h with the rest of his army. It is a remark 
of Tacitus, that fear opetates first upon the 
&ght*i and the tnith of this observation was* . 
never exemplified in stronger colours than in 
the instance before iii. For no sooner did 
the count behold the banners of Schweitz, and 
Kear the shouts of victory, than suspecting 
Mie fetal issue of the battle of Morgarten, Ud 
was seized S^ith a siidden panic, and retrestfid 
i&dtst>fder. 

Thiis was the independence of the fbr^at- 
ontona established by two successive victories; 
icarcely fess remarkable for the iacility with 

* Primi in omoibus .pnelw oculi vincuiltur. *Pai 
ll«r.diii. - - , 

Tbi. J; - V which 
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CHAP.which they were obtained, than for theit 
. ^' . important consequences. For a time, at leaft, 
w the Swiss were without cause of apprehension, 

their duty to their country was fulfilled ; and 
they had now perfect leisure to indulge the 
less noble passion of revenge, in the punish^ 
ment of those whomi they justly regarded as. 
the authors of the war. The monks of 
Einsiedlen were the first objects whom resent- 
ment devoted to destruction! An incursion 
was made upon their territory, and a considerr 
able booty carried off. Having thus given way 
to an emotion too natural to the weakness of 
man, and by which they incurred the censures 
of the Romish church, a more pleasing duty, 
remained to be fulfilled in the just remunera-, 
tion of those brave men whom gratitude forced 
them to reward. With universal jubilee the: 
gallant exiles were welcomed back iato tliQ, 
tosom of their admiring country, and re-, 
^tablished in all the rights of citizenship. 
Neither w^s this their sole concern, for ^ a 
religious people, unsophisticated by the pre-, 
tfended lights of philosophy, they turned with, 
r&pture- to the Divine Source, to whose ahu^- 
darit mercy they ascribed their present h^pj^rl 
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hMS. Impelled by this active prirtciple they chap., 
set apart the sixth of November as a day of. ^ V ^ 
national festivity, in commemoration of their . 
miraculous escape ; and the solemnity has , 
ever since f been regularly celebrated by a.^- 
grateful posterity* in. all the simplicity of' 
ancient manners. /^ 

, Notwithstanding the glorious circumstances 
however, which distinguished the victory of, 
Morgarten, it waa considered by prudent . ■ 
men rather as a brilliant triumph, than aa . ' . 
an event likdly to be productive of perma- . 
nent benefit. The period of Helvetic ruia ; 
was postponed : but it could never be sup- 
posed that the house of Austriaj with her 
advantages' of force^ would tamely abandon 
or ultimately fail in the contesti The Swis$, 
resolved^ however to persevere ; and with 
this view a national assembly was convenedi. 
in. which it was unanimously determined that 
the jeague should be made perpetual, which 
bad: bitherto been restricted to a, limited 1315. 

' • AcQM-dlnB; to Muller, this festival was celebrated- 
in 1776, and it was very probably continued till everjf' 
dvil and religious institutioo miserably perished in the 
tette'nnvieraal wreck of Helvetic ireedom. - ^ 

, u a ■ . |,enod, 
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CHAP, period*. But they did not yetwnture to 
,^'- separate from the German body, or tti erect 
themselved into an lAdependent comznoi^ 
wealth.. Their ambition was confined to ths 
preservation of ih^ir Hberties; which they 
could, not. flatter themselves, to accomplish, 
ubless by the continuance of peace. 

The consequences of the late defeat were 
severely felt at the Austriui court, as there 
were few illastrious &nulies which had mit 
saifered in some of their branches. Even 
Leopold himself waa so dejected at his ill- 
fortune, that he abandoned himself to de»- 
jiair -f. 

Meanwhile, Lewis and Fredenck, both of 
whom assumed the title of emperor, were so 
mtirely occupied with their private <}uarrel, 
that they found littte leieuro to attend to the 
afiairs of Switzerland. The-fiwaaer^ howevefr 
let slip no opportunity of attaching the forest* 
dantons to his interest, frwa the^ known 

■ IjiS. inveteracy against the house of Austria. At 

. * l^ts ceremony took place, at Brani>eo ia Schva^/ 
Dffi the 6tb of December,! 31 5, and was renewed inijij. 
' f Thie following passage is taken from Vitodurvwiaj: 
Inter quos dux I^opoldusreyerfus,.i«aq!iaiaj|^miigarftaw 
•l^^aniit, niintiijw'ff tntftftdi quod oGulis meU cOBspexi, 

adiet^ 
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^ diet, held at .Nuremberg, he put the dute jChap. 
t^ Ad&t^a under the imperial ban ; .and re;. '' '■ 
establish^ fines ancient feudal connection 
whidi had heretofore subsisted between the 
German empire and the forest-cantons, and 
which had been surceptitiously traj»feri*ed hy 
Albert to his own family to the prejudice of 
the imperial crown. In grateful acknowledges 
fiient r<^ so valuable a benefit, the Swiss sent 
k reinforcement of two hundred men to join 
the imperial army in Italy. This mark of 
Mtachment so delighted the emperor, that he 
immediately ratified aU their a ncie nt ^ i vilegesi . 
and having deprived t^e count of Stzasberg i^^*' 
6f the ^v^m^ent of the IftoS-^Ao/, bestowed 
it on the lord of Weisseilberg, v^ was a firm 
fHend it> th6 forest>«ai|toiM. By thes^ an4 
other act4 of ftardEd &VQur, he g^ed sudi 
a» ascend^ney over tb^ teinds of ^is iume»t 
people, that in the subsequfflit ytars of hia 
reign be ^rived u^^rcant «ffiist«qoe '^m 
their active gratitude*. -> 

The Austrian ptovuuxis, ^faich lay conn 
tiguou^ to the scene df actwn, tolfered Kt 
Hev^fehf frcnn the eo^tmuaiibe of tin wsTf 
*'Tachudi,T. - 

thftt 
¥ 3 
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CHAF. tBat they left no means unattempted to efl«(rt 

, 2^' a peace ; and so fer succeeded, that Leopold 

, was at length persuaded to consent to their 

concluding a truce with the Helvetic peasait 

try, though he disd^ned himself, to be cobr 

cerned in the negotiation. 

This, however, was by no means sufficient 
for their purpose. It was obvious that the 
few pri\'ilege8, which they still enjoyed, vere 
objects of jealousy to the house of Austria; 
nor could ;tliey be igi)onint thatf if Leopolt) 
had triumphed over the independence of their 
magnanimous neighbours, they would them- 
selves have been left entirely at his mercy. 
Impressed with these ideas, they renewed 
their solicitations in the most energetic terms; 
till the duke wearied out by their importunity 
consented, to a suspension pf arms for the 
term of one year, which vf&s subsequently 
prolonged to 6ve. ■ 

i The channels of con»ner<;e were noif re- 
opened, and an amicable intercourse esta-r 
Wished* Every spark of aqi^nosity seemed 
extinct, and piany ofthe high-minded youths, 
fiiho had drank too deeply ^f the cup of &itie 
to return contente^y to thejnglorious toils of 
a. ...J aggriculture, 
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agricidtiire, were induced to enter into the chap, 
SBrvice of Leopold, and fought under his fcan- ^ JJ - 
ners with distinguished reputation, ' 

l^e defeat and .captivity of Frederic,- at' ^saa* 
Mulildorf in Bavaria, obscured the prospects' ' 
of Aiiftria wit|i a transient cloiid, while they* 
revived tlie hopes arid spirit's Of the Swiss. 
The humihation of their hereditary foe was- 
» circuraftance pecuUarly fortunate for flie' 
forest-cantons, as Leopold was constrained by' 
political motives to change his behaviour; and 
to adopt conciliatory measures, in order thait 
he might not leave an enemy on his flank, 
while he was directing his efforts to the re- 
covery of his brother's freedom, 
' To the^bbot of Einsiedlen, also, he repre-' 
seated the necessity of consenting to a recon- 
ciliation : and, in cases like this, the wishes of 
a-superior in general Operate with the authority 
of laws^ The abbot was too weak to consult 
his own inclinations, and ecclesiastical ran-- 
cear was compelled for once to assume the 
mild mask of charity. ' 

The period now approaching for the term!- jgjg^ 
nation of tlw armistice between Leopold arid' 
the forest-cantoos^ Lewis artfully suggested 

;;-■.' u4 that 
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f^^'t.^% t}w moBient was arrived when thoymigtrt' 
y^i ^veqgs their foraper wrongs, and by iimtii)|^. 

^''^^'^their forces ^i^ith thoge of 3erne, give » der 
cJs^ve blow to the common enemy. I^i^ding 
itowever that they were deaf to the ragges-; 
tioni of ambition. He rfpres«fited to i^m the, 
glKftt advantage which hQ shoulii hivi^elf' 
A^ive fi;om 4uch a confederacy, ^ven though 
tbey ifhould take vo aiclive part ia the ^}U4t- 
rel t mm) that they mighf ^t}u§. render ^q 
^wwi^ttal. service to him, without th^ unaUest: 
jifusard to.thomselvea. These argiiments w^rp, 
^^ctnal; % though unwiUii:;g to tisk a cpr*, 
t^in good in the chimerical pursuit of glory^r 
they were sensible of their obligadon» to the, 
enoperor, add happy iq lan opportunity of 
tO^a^ifying their gratitude.^ He likewise cm hig. 
part, was equally liberal. He was acqu^ate(} , 
with their predominant passion for indcpen- , 
dence, and omitted no occasion to gmti^ , 
it •. , : 

The office of imperial faailifi' w«i still ia. 
existence; but from the holder of it nothii^ i 
hostile WAS to be t^tp)»hend^i and as the 
^qojp^rflr buoa^U had VK^cessly ^«cl«j«d,.th»t t 
.tTsA«*,T,, , ....... 

they 
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Aey were bound to obey his commands nocHA^ 
ftrther than was ^Rsistent with their artcient^^vj . 
privileges aii members of the Germanic 'body; 
This cifcuinstanoe is the more deserving of 
sMection, as it is l^e last instance of the kind.' 
The eiDp}oyment, indeed, nominally subsisted; 
but the BWgistrates were chosen from among 
the natives, and exercised a plenary authority,* 
sven in those cases which were fprmerly re-K 
ferred to the pu^mount jurisdititttiri of the' 
iranperors. Thus, by degrees, a . total sepa- 
ration took place between the forest-cantons' 
and the Germanic body. This proved-a fortii- 
nate evei^t for tlie Swiss, as it was a con-' 
nection by no means ^vourable to the weaker' 
party, and had frequently exposed them to 
danger from the artifices of aspiring princes, * 

while it had scarcely ever been productive to 
them of any Essential good*. 

Such, however, was the restless spirit of the is«*, 
princes of Austria, that no lessons of experi- 
ence, hpwevet severe, could long curb their 
ambilioD. & must be a^kted indeed, that - 
their pJHD& were not always -combined with-' 
^t -sagacious prqdence vlnch is indispen- 

^ Tsdiudi, T. 

sable 
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4;jiAF.sabl& to success. In the cause of justice, mm 
'/ ^ ' may struggle against adversity wiUi hooour 
and reputation; but it is good fortune alone 
^hich can palliate usurpation, or give an 
appearance of splendor to acts of treachery*. 
^ fruitless attempt made by Leopold to sur< 
prise the town of Constance was of this de- 
scription. . The failure vas disgraceful, and 
induced the inhabitants not only to conclude 
an alliances with Zuric and Landau, but aim 
to declare openly in favour of Lewis. The 
qontest, however was not of long duration, 
for the Austrian power had not as yet reco- 
vered the defeat at Muhldorf, and Leopold 
finding himself frustrated in every attempt to 
procure his brother's enlargement, was finally 
1325- reduced tp the humiliating necessity of ac- 
knowledging tiis rival's claim to the imperial 
crown *. " , ' 

13^*6. Leopold did not long sunive this bitter 
mortification, and he was soon followed by 
Frederic to ^he grave. So that, of Albert's 
numerous progeny* two sons alone retnained ; 
Qtho, and Albert., A partition almost iipnie-* 
- - * Barre> IV. 

. diately 
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-^at^ly took place, wh^n Suabia, AlagiiG9f'a)^.QB4e. 
■SwitzerlttivJ, became the portion of theiiftrhi^r. ^I- 
' Having at length estfthlished an. apparent 1327. 
«alm, and thinking hiniself secure from every 
•dapger on tb^ quarter wbere he had 'most to 
fear, I^ewjs rashly epibai ked in those 8<;henw^ 
■of ambition which have been ever fat^.tothe 
prosperity of Germany, and entered I^ly «t 
the head of a fornndable, army. Few ocGuri- 
iCDces in the annals of human weakness place 
royal vanity ia a more degrading light -than 
the saciifices so repeatedly made by the chief« 
pf the empire for the attainment i»f an olyect 
which presented' ng substantial foundation , of 
glory or qf power ; but which may be classed .r^.-r 
>?ith justice ^ipong those splendid chimeras, 
which in ail agQ9 and countries have occasion- 
pl]y. led astray even the wjgeand the virtuous 
from the paths of moderation. The l^oaou^ 
pf receiving the imperial crowp in the capatai 
pf the Caesars was a temptation too strong 
to be resisted by princea, whose intellectual 
guides were superior to thpse of Lewis, 
"Vet no sooner, had he crossed the Alps than 
he found cause to repent his, indiscretion. 
"The 



.^hyCoogle 



•ctiAf .Tlie tmnqtiillity 'which prevaited in G^nnsiif 
*'• «t the time of his departsre was «i$tabUsbe^ 
upon the precarious basis t^ terror. The 
Rcrimdnious humonrs were subdued by thb 
constant ^phoation of active reinediesj but 
■no radical cure had been ejected. TheleaTcR 
of discontent reniEuned, and Uttle was wtmtisg 
to put it once more into a state of fermentatioit 
Bendesjt the papal Action, whom a reciprocitj 
©f interests had intimately connected' with thi 
fiartisBns of Anstria, waited 'Oi^ for a fe,vour- - 
tthle moment to ^sert their permcious prinei- 
plea, and by the absence of the emperor that 
IHoment seemed now to be afforded*. 
4328* Meanwhile, Lewis continued to advlaaci 
with rapid steps into the heart «f Italy ; and 
not only Tecejred the eron-n of Lombardy 
from the hands of the bishop of Arezzo at. 
Mikn^ but in ti^te of the intrigues and thd 
resistance of John XXil. penetrated withoHt 
lote to Rome, where he was welcomed wilS 
erery demottstraticM of tumultuous joy by 
t^ CWoffiKfl Action, aiKl crowned in St. Fbte^ 
f^ofcb by tlie patriarch of Veni(!e -f*. - 
* Schmidt^ Geschichtedcr DeatscHeb, V|II. ti. 

During 
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^During liis abode at Romes Lewis baflaTded'cvj,i>;. 
a. step, at whicl) the boldest of bis predeoeaaors ^^'- 
tfoeld have trembled. Foo- in defiance ^ all 
the anathemas thundered out by the indig". 
tAat poDtifF, he summoned John bef(;ire his 
tribunal, ti> suiswer personal'y to ths aceuta*' 
tions laid to bis charge. The pope, as ve- 
nay easily conceive, had the precautioa ttt 
beep out of the way. Having dwn^we 
waited a reasonable time for ha^ appearance^ 
the emperor proceeded to a trial, and in a ge- 
neral assepibly of the princes and prelates of 
the imperial p&rty, after de<i^anng hiift guUty^ 
of many heinous crimes, rantured to pass. 
upon him senteBce'of death. John vovengact 
himself by vomiting forth excommunications - 
and interdicts against the emperor and ali 
lus adherents, wit^ the single «xoept^a of 
^ poet Petrarch. Such, was the tribMCb 
paid to genius by a man, who accofding to^ 
^ writOT»of th&GhibeliR' faotion> had be0a> 
guiity oP every enormity *. 

Every- ^ng havmg thus aueceedeif to hi* 
iri^tes in^ ICalyi Lewis t^gan^ tamed. hi# 

* Viflaoi) X. xsn- toA JAaiUtori, Scrijjt. Rer. Itol> 

thoughts 
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CSAP. thoughts to the afiairi bf Switzerland; aM 

^^' being desirous of giving to the forest-cantons ; 

a signal proof of his favour, published an/ 

imperial reseiipt, confirming all their forroeif. 

privileges in the most precise and satb&ctory, 

1339. terms. A league likewise, yvhich had lately: 
been concluded by the towns of Strasbourg, 
B4Ie, Zuric, Berne, J'ribourg, .ConGFtance^. 
Lindsu, St. Gal, Uberlingen, and R»ven»burg,, 
fpr their mutual security, received atroog. 
assurances of his patronage aad protection., 
The object of this union was evidently levelled; 
, agunst the house of Austiia, and upon that. 
account it. had additional claims to the einpe<, 

>33o- rbr's countensnc?. Austria, however, had. 
recently acquired a considerable accession ofi 
slxfrigth by the death of the count of Horn-, 
burg, from whom, in default of male issue,- 
John of H^psburg inherited the : njarch of 
Sapperswyl. . Tlie situation of the town of 
Bapper^wj'l, >vith respect, to Zuric« renderett 
it an object of peculiar importance to a family"; 
whi) viewed the progress of Helvetic liberty 
vi*^> jeal9us eye. Nor. ^vas 0(ho, sa^isfiedl 
till he had prevailed upon John, a weak and 
' ittdolent prince, to resi"gn' to hitti iJiiis newfj:- 
j ■ ^ ^ acquired 
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acquired territory, and to hold it of him^asliis C;h4,p> 
liege lord*. ■ , yt. 

During the absence of Lewis the Austrian ■' 
faction. had .re-commenced hostilities at' the 
instigation of the pope. Exhausted in the 
Italian wars, the imperial forces were no lojigef 
in a situation to face their adversaries ; so tha^ 
Lewis was reduced to purchase peace upoq 
any conditions M'hich his enemies thought &t 
to impose. Fortunately for him, however, the 
necessitous state of the Austrian finuncej 
tempted . Otho to accept of a pecuniary 
supply, in satisfaction of all hi^ demanday 
To raise tlie required sum, Lewis. had, re-* 
course to a system by no means uncom- 
ttion in those days of fiscal ignqrance, and 
which had been successfully adopted by ; Ro^ 
dolphus, with respect to the Italian states. 
The imperial claims upon Shaffliausen, Rhein'p 
felden, St. Gal, and Zurich, were transferred tQ 
the house of Austria, the more readily^ as thft, 
emperor was much exasperated against those 
towns on account of th^r' recent disloyalty, 
But to this measure, which they regarded as an 

• Tscbudi, V. 
t W. ib. 

infringement 
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ttHAP. infringement of their rights, the towns thetti^ 
, ^ '• selves vehemently objected^and by their oppo-* 
wtion protracted tiie negotiation.' At length, 
'however, through the intercession of the'forest* 
'cantons, and the remonstrmices of the bishop 
of Constance, Zaric and St. Gal were in- 
dulged With the privilege of continuing under 
their former government, while Otho was in" 
duced to accept Brissac and Neubei^ by way 
bf equivalent: Encouraged by the successftil 
Struggle of Zuric, die latter city was prepar- 
ing to pursue die same line of conduct,' wheii 
CWlo detlermined, by a striking act of Severity,! 
^X>^ put a stop to all further resistance. Ac- 
cordingly he sent a strong detachment to takd 
po^ession of it by force. Being now master 
of thft town, he punished the refractory citi'^ 
wns witft so much rigour, that the other cities 
itere terrified into acquiescence, and" endea- 
voured by a studied display of loyalty, to 
avoid a amilar fate *. 

• MuUer, U.i« 
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CHAR VII. 

General Spirit of Diseeniant—^Liwerns joins the 
eonfederacy — Jbbty t^ DisseuUs — Zuric '—' 
Berne — League of the Nebtes—Brlaek^^ Battle 

. ef Laupen. ^oii ■■ - , 

■IhE successfiil resistance of the forest-CHAPt 
eantOTis produced A powerful effect on /the ^''■ 
public mind. The neighbouring states which 
had hitherto submitted without inquiry to the ' 
ferm of government, under which they were 
placed by that combination of circumstances 
80 frequently and so erroneously characterised 
by the appellation of chance^ began now se-* 
tiously to examine the principles of all civil 
associations ; and' in such cases, from investi^ ■ 
gation to action the transition is short. 

To keep mankind in a state of ignorance^ 
Experience has shown to be a less diffidilttask 
than a pliilosophical analysts- of the human 
htellect would lead the theorise to susp«ct. 

Vol,, h X But 
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CHAP. But to unteack them what they once have 
. vj'' learned, or in other words, to e£&ce from th«. 
tablet of the human mind those ideas which 
observation and reflection have once imprinted 
there, is an enterprise beyond the reach of 
despotism, even when combined with super- 
fltition and priestcraft, its most acuve allies; 
It is the same with respect to freedom. Let 
a people once taste the charms of being free, 
and no chains can hold them long in captivi^. i 
The terrors of martial law, a ferocious soldierj, 
with all the concomitants of wheels and gtb< 
bets, may stifle the' voice of complaint, and 
establish for a while that tremendous calm, 
which by the tools of t3Tanny is miscalled 
submission. But no sooner are the troops 
withdrawn tlian the spirit of liberty revives, 
and the explosion becomes violent in propor- 
* tion to the previous compression. 

AVith a jealous eye did the Swiss watch the 
fortunes and the behaviour of the house of 
Austria. A defeat,ac(H)ce8sion, an oversight; 
in a word, every thing was improved to their 
advantage : while every step that %ras gained 
was never again to be trodden back. 

It ifl the nature of arbitrary govemmeBti 
frequently 
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fti^ttehtly to acceleratfe their own dovrnfeU cbaA 
bythe very, means employed for their preser- ^'^'•^ 
vation. Rigour is at best a precarious re^ 
medy; and often inflames the piissjons which 
it is intended to subdue; The conduct of Al- 
bert, and of his sons, is a striking instance of 
this kind. In the course of a few years their 
irapohtic rashness contributed more essentially 
to the emancipation of Switzerland, than 
could have been effected by the gradual pro- 
gtess of philosojphical improvement in a cen-' 
tury of calm investigation. For while by 
their unguarded violence they kindled a geJ 
neral spirit of disaffection among the rising 
order of plebeians, they almost equally 
offended the inferior nobihty by the haugh- 
tiness of their demeanor, and the severity 
of their exactions. It was fortunate fof 
mankind that on this occasion pride got the 
better of prudencie. For without the, con- 
currence of the arbtocracy every attempt 
toward establishing despotic power was al- ' 
together impi'acticablej 

So widely diffused was the spirit of freedoifi, 
thfft -even the hereditary provinces at lengtli 
teugfat the JQiectiony and began to reawn on 

X 9 ths 
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. VL' . principles of govewirafe^t , , This inquiry coald 
not fai\ to ccmvmoe tfaeni, that nothiQg«ould 
be more inconsistent witttitbe Aetites of jus- 
tice,' than to fight ih a cifluae in -which vktcffy 
would destroy aJI their hopes of ametiofatton. 
Under ttuch ciroumstanoes, it viae natural for 
them to bfiioJd with an «ye of envy as well 
as of admiration the «tuation of a peof^ wlio 
w«re no longer subject to the caprices of an 
arbitrary master. A £om|»rative view of 
their respective conditions, when examined 
through thepartid! mediam c^ pr^udiceand 
dist^ctjon, led them by degrees to question 
the legality of that power under whichtliey 
no longer bent in aweifiil silence. They be- 
gan to discbm the dignity of the human cha- 
racter, and soon became convinced, that Pii>- 
%'tdence in creating maa had designed him 
for a noblo" destiey than m«i"ely to suffer aod 
to obey. 

. It WW, bowever, reserved for tlie state of 
Lucerne to give the first signal of resistance. 
■'Rieir piroximity to- the fofest-cantoris awaken- 
ed beri dbaenfl to, ft liwly feeling of ikev de^ 
gradfidi;«twdib«^: land they ^w jut j^asott 
, •.14. i. ,. why 
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«hy afti iMiiwi, wlmh had Jwen produetive of gh^b. 
60 much happipe«8 to Uri, Schweitz, and Un- ^"- . 
terwalden, should x»t :^cead it's: benefice 
iDiiu«M» over a ntoct «ste«sire sphete. . 

Luc^iK is built on the western extremity 
of the kJce \^ich bears it's name, mtd at the 
foot of Jdou^t Piht6. The convenience arisf 
iog from t^is poskion had loi^ rendered it » 
dep6t for every speckd of merchandise that 
was transported between Germany ^nd Italy 
over the /ugged aummit ^ St. Gothard, whicfe 
forms th« direct line.cif ctHnmunicatiiim t>^ . 
tween tbeitwo cotmtries. 

In a fojrner.part of ^ia work we took oc- 
caM9B to notiee tbe aiwient cotEistittdion of 
govenuaent wbicH prevailed at lucerne be* 
fore .the time <^ tba emperor j^dolphus. 
Dunqg Hi> xeign ft lipttterial alteration too^ 
piace;;.^ he aofc ^n\y difisolved the copt 
nectib^; which; b^ ^u(h»st6d .between thaX . 
town ^ad Ihe^ monk». of Murbach sinc^ th^ 
days of Pepi% but likewise deprived it of all 
the imnutnitieii which . it enjoyed as an igi-^ 
jpexiaiiCJtyk Albert, il: is true,, in .order to/ 

* Sttimpf. vii. Tschudi^ iv. 
i • X 3 tranquilHse 
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jChap. tranquillize tiie public mind, engaged bj tEs 
- ^/V most solemn promise never to violate tboae 
privileges to which die burghers were legally 
entitled by existing charters. But lus subser 
quent conduct evinced how littls confidence 
«as due to the declarations of a prince^whose 
actions were exclusively guided by amlntbn. 
•Nearly the whole burthen of tbe war against 
the forest-cantons had been thrown upon them; 
during which all intercouive widi Italy vai 
suspended : and it was firom this inteKourse 
that the prosperity of the Lucerners arose. 

Arguments like these are within the con* 
pass of the meanest understanding, £at to 
these had been lately added a fresh c»iGe <^ 
liiscontent, which it vvas by no means easy to 
ibrget. Much against their inclination, the 
inhabitants of Lucerne had becir ooAp^ed 
to march to the siege of Goknar, vbi^hmi 
undertaken by Otho during tiie «mperCHr^ ab* 
sence in Italy. Many objections were ;started 
by the citizens, who dreaded to incur so heavy 
ft charge ; but their scruples were at lengdi 
overcome, and an assurance was given by tlH 
governor in his master's n^me, that all their 
expenses should be reimbursed. The cam- 
paign 
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ipu^ however. was no sooner terminated than chap. 
A different language was-emplojed. The pay ^^^- . 
of the common soldien was withheld, and all 
remonstrances were treated as seditious. Nei- 
ther was tlus the sole cause of complaint : the 
liquidation of a considerable sum which had 
been lent to Austria was peremptorily refused 
under pretence that nothing more had been- 
^vanced than what was legally due by way of 
contiibutioD *. 

Such rqieated adis of injustice might have 1332. 
been sufficient to exhaust the patience of a 
^ple bom 'in the, most degraded servitude. 
But the citizens of Lucerne had formerly en- 
joyed a lu^ portion of independence, and 
th«y knew from experience the sweets of li* 
berty. Determined to withdraw their alle- 
giance £rom a government, from which they 
derived no adequate advantage to compen- 
sate their iU-utage, they naturally directed 
their wws to an union with those cantons 
vhich^bad already diaken off* the yoke of 
Austiia. 

The first and most obvious step toward the 
attaiumeat of this object waa a suspension of 

• TschudijT. 
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CHAP.anns. But the majority of tiw nobles weip 
^i'- devoted to the house of Austria, and accord* 
ingly q>posed the treaty with all their power; 
not doubting that its ratification would ultt- 
roately lead to the subversion of their own attr 
tborify. Finding however that their ioiluence 
began sensibly to decline, and that the public 
mind -was equally proof agsUnst persuasion and 
artifice, they resolved to set every tiling at 
stake, and by one daring effort either t6 dcr 
stroy their adversaries or themselves*. Cabal^ 
were in consequence formed, and secret confer 
rences held among the friends and adherents 
of Austria. Various plans were suggested to 
get possession of the city, and to deliver it 
up to Otiio. At length it was agreed that the 
conspirators should seise on ^e gates, and ad-^ 
mit a detachment of Austrian troops. Havr 
ihg accomplished this important point, they 
were to proceed against the republican party 
with the utmost severity, and finally to settle 
the constitution on a ■ system most conducive 
to their -own interests. 

The day being fixed, and every precaution 

• Tschudi, V. MuUer, II, i. 
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taken to ensure success, the plot was disco- ch a p, 
vered by one of those unforeseen accidents' . ^'^' , 
which are. attributed b^ the modem philoso-. 
phef to. the operations of chance, and by the 
Christian divine to the interposition of Pro- 
vidence.' A tailor's boy, who lay sleeping un-* 
der a table in the room where the conspirai 
tors held their. nocturnal meetings, overiieard 
their discourse. The youth was so alarmed 
Rt the danger, that he betrayed liimself by . ' 
the violence of his emotions ; when it was 
proposed by one of the members to put him 
instantly to death, as the only security against 
a discovery. But, as it seldom happens that 
men are either good or bad in the extreme, 
the majority embraced an opposite determina- 
tion. Were it not for the incotisistency of 
die human tjiaracter, such an act of cle- 
mency would be unaccountable in persons, 
who were actually plotting the destruction of 
hundreds of their fellow-creatures. Happy 
to escape on a promise of silence, the boy ran 
immediately to his ffiends, and gave distant 
hmts qf being privy to an important secret; 
which he was forbidden to disclose. His 
whole coriversation turned on seditious assem- 
, blies 
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CHAP.blies and armed men, an^ by it's mysterious, 
^'Ti- terror attracted the attention of the whole 
company. Their inquiries were redoubled/ 
and enough being collected to lead them to 
the place of rendezvous, the house was sur- 
rounded, and the greater part of the con^- 
rators surprised. A "few however escaped, 
who thought it prudent by voluntary exile 
to withdraw from the effects of popular re- 
sentment. Thus terminated a project whidt 
threatened Lucerne with destruction, and 
which had been conducted with so much pre- 
caution that the enemies of liberty scarcely 
entertained a doubt of it's success *. 

All apprehen^ons of danger being now re- 
moved, the triumphant party hastened to ac- 
complish the object which they with justice 
considered as their best security, by conclod- 
ing a league vith die three cantons of Uri, 
Schweitz,and Unterwalden. 

The perils and persecutions, to which they 
had been exposed, appeared to the citizens of 
Lucerne a complete justification of their con- 
duct ; and, indeed, it could be regarded ia oa 

fTscbudi, l?ofler,U.i, 

Otbef 
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«dier light bjT the imparUal world. But con- chap. 
elusive as these reasons might seem to the '^^^' 
fiierids of freedom, it could not be expected 
that they would operate on the mind of Otho 
with equal force. Opposition, in the langujage 1333. 
of a court, is synonymous with rebellion; 
^d there are few reigning families jn £urop& 
who have carried their ideas of prerogative 
to a higher pitch than the descendents of Ro* 
dolphus. The defection of Lucerne called 
for exemplary punishment, and orders were in 
consequence issued to the hereditary pro- 
vinces, to break off all commerciaLintercoursa 
with the rebels^ They were directed at tha 
same time to keep the strictest watch that no 
merchandise ;^ould pass, and to intercept and 
CMffiiscate goods of every kind which wer« 
destined fpr the supply of Lucerne, 

Hostiiitiea immediately commenced, and 
were 'carried m with every circumstance of 
rigour which could give additional misery to 
the calamities of war. The whole country 
was laid ^vaste to the very gates of Lucerne ; 
'^'hile the burghers, on their part, omitted ng 
opportunity of retaliating by predatory incur- 
sions on the Austrian territory. Having one 

day 
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CHAP.tlay passed the Keuss, and advanced incau^ 
VII, tiously into the enemy's country, the gover* 
nor of Rothenberg took ■ advantage' of diU 
imprudence, to get between' them aiid-th« 
river, when falling upon a small party who 
were encumbered with plunder, heputthemaH 
to the sword. Having obtained this success^ 
he posted himself in so advantageous a po- , 
lition as apparently to pretjlude all poffibility 
of a retreat. But nothing is too arduous fof 
the active valour of a people, who are iGi-. 
pressed less with the difficulty of an enter-' 
prise, than with the necessity of carrying it 
'into execijtion. To cut a way through th< 
hostile ranks was their only resource. The 
Anstrian comnmnder was attacked ; and in a 
iew minutes he fled, leaving the field of battJe 
covered with the slain. Skirmishes like theai 
troald be unimportant in a common war, but 
here they display the determined characters 
of the founders of Helvetic liberty, and brov^ 
that no superiority of numbers can avail 
pgainst the efforts of despair *. Thus the 
popular party gained ground every day, whild 

* Stetiler. 
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«very additional triumph gave EtBimation. to ohap. 
their caufe, and taught them to look forward ^i*- 
%ith ii^creasing confidence to more importaut 
cortquests. , '■ 

Among tli6 rugged cliffs of St. Gothardf 
not &i*from the source of tJie Reuss, .lies th^ 
peaceful and romantic valley of Urseren. 
The complicated chain of feudal dependent 
cies subjected this secluded spot tatiie AW>ot 
of Dissentis ; but the strictest ties of amity 
and reciprocal obligation bad long united it 
with the galtant inhabitants at the northern 
foot of the rnountain. The abbot, who nei- 
ther as the head of a religious bouse, nor a» 
the ally of Austria, could be suspected of 
partiality for the new principles, determined 
to break off all connection with a peopk. 
who *ere the inveterate opponents of his fa- 
vourite theory of passive obedience and di-. 
\ine right. A mandate was according issued; 
pohibiting-'all ftirther iatenoourse with the 
ittighbouring provinces.' Accustomed to doa- 
«ii^er those a^ ^heir tijuest friends by whom 
they wer* furbished with the oetessaries of 
life, the honest mountaineers regarded gra- 
titude as the strongest c^- moral ties. Obe- 
dience 
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Chap, dienie to their superiors* indeed, they deeniei 
^T-"' . a positive, though an inferior obligabon. An 
order therefore so repugnant to the precepts of 
ChrisUanity, from the mouth of a man whose 
profession it was to inculcate charity, could 
. not fail-to create universal surprise. Thus in* 
cliDatioR and duty for once combined, and 
decided the contest in favour of benevolence. 
Impressed with the highest ideas of civil and 
ecclesiastical authority, the abbot interpreted 
' their disobedience into open rebellion, and 

collecting his vassals prepared to chasrise the 
insurgents. A reinfprcement^ however, of 
two hundred men from the canton of Luccmcj 
compelled him to retreat with precipitation^ 
and his ill-concerted expedition added an- 
other cohort to the friends of freedom *. 

The resolution and energy which had beeri 
displayed by the forest-cantons left the A«*» 
trian princes but little inclination to renew tf 
contest, frdm the issue of which they had 
nothing pro^rous to hope. ' Their resources,- 
indeed, were now so much exhausted by 
unsuccessful wars, that eve*y principle 61 

• Tichadi, V^ 

policy 

'nyn,-.^hyG00gle 



HEITETIC REPUBLICS, 319 

policy recommended peace. Princes, it is true, chap, 
are usually the last persons who are made ^^i- 
acquaiiU:ed with their om'd misconduct. But 
the voice of truth will ultimately penetrate 
the recesses of a palace. An empty treasury^ 
a diminished army, and an impoverished 
state, were such convincing proofs of distress, 
tiiat Otho could no longer deceive himself. 
His eyes were opened to the fallacy of the 
system which he had hitherto pursued ; and 
ibuddering at the calamities which he had 
brought upon mankind, he resolved to exert 
himself in their reparation. 

Many of the Austrian provinces had al- 
ready concluded a'truce with the forest-can-' 
tons for five years ; and this treaty had been 
sanctioned by their sovereign, who now ap- 
peared fully convinced of the impolicy of his 
former condu^^ .Cir<:umstances soon afibrded 
him an opptirfimiEy of giving to the world a 
striking proof of this pacific spirit. A fresh 
source of discontent having arisen between 
the subjects of Austria and the forest-can- 
tons, Otho appealed to the emperor, declaring 
his intention of submitUng implicitly to his 
decision. Having summoned the respective 

; - ' parties 
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QiiAP. pttcties to appear before his throne, and pa" 
^^*' tiently listened to their various allegabons, 
X^wis appointed nine persons of acknowledged 
integrity, chosen in equal numbers from Zuric, 
Berne, and BMe, to act as mediators between 
them*. 

The arbiti^lion was productive of the de- 
wred effect. By a particular convention with 
Lucerne, it was stipulated that all pretensions 
on both sides fliould lie dormant &r the space 
of three years^ during which period th«, 
Austrian money should retain it's currencji 
and every thing be replaced on an amicabl*; 
footing, in conformity to a!ncient precedents. 
. The grounds of accommodation with Uri, 
Schweitz, and Unterwalden/ we're in all re- 
spects i^reeabk to former treaties ; with this 
single exception, that the emperor named 
commissioners to examine intv th6 validity of 
the Austrian claims, which after the nunutesC 
inTestigali<m be confirmed by a deckmUor; 
act-f". 

. The conduct of Lewis, during the whtfleof 
' this delicate business, does honour to hi* 

• Tschudi, V. . 

t Siralcr, Tscimdi^ 
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kioderaUbn ' and equity; For sqi^ was t^c;«A',P*; 
in^rtiality of his decision, that neither P^^-^^lli 
ventured openly to complain. This treaty: 
iiowever, notwithstanding it's apparent fair- 
■ess, was productive of many important ad- 
vantages to the- citizens of Lucerne. ,T>w> 
points weK gained of the^ utmo^ con6fqu«nce 
to their fiiture welfare. In the ^rst placs 
they established a criterion by which the 
pretensions of Austria might henceforth be^. 
ftgulated with some tolerable de^^ of pre- 
cision ; and in the second, they obtaini^ a 
formal acknowledgment' of their le^^fi wit^ - 
^e foFest^cantons. ; ,f. 

Meanwhile, amidst the turbulence, of: doi- 
mestip ^tjoBs; both -Zuric and Berne were 
steadily pursuing a well-dige«t£d pUn qf. 
greatness. Incessantly occupied -in, defeating 
the att«n»pta of domestic traitors, aqd resist^, 
ittg the more open attacks of their e^t<^Mt 
foes, they found in every succeeding contest 
a fi-esh Sdirrce of triumph, and generally ari 
important acquisition of territory. -^ 

But such, alas! is the destiiiy of htimad 
affeirs, that every step toward riches arid re^ 
finement proves fequallv" a step toward cor- 

YoL I, Y ruptioB 
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0HA':». raptien and decay. There can be Iktfe doubt 
^■^'^ that commercial tnterpriae is tbe most pro- 
li6c parent of wealth, and the trueat source of 
prosperity. But it is perhaps no paradox to 
assert; that a spirit of traflic may be puriied 
too fer. Neither would it be impossible to 
Shbw, that the human mind may be so ex- 
clusively engrossed in speculations of trade 
as to 'become indiiFereht to the preservation 
of liberty. In such a state of things every 
condem of life is reduced to calculation ; and 
in the cbntingency of a struggle between 
^^eatth and freedom there is nothing surprising 
that among a nation of merchants the fonner 
ghotild soinetimes preponderate. 

The enterprising spirit of the inhabitants 
of Zuric had produced a disparity of .fer- 
ine* totally incompatible with the interest* 
of a small republic. The freedom of the an- 
cient constitution' began insenably to vanish, 

,* It is b;n9ini»astheAvtIioT'siiit^n:tu>a to iDNniute 
that a perfect equality of condition (the very supposition 
of which implies an abfurdity) is necessary in a republic. 
He. only coiHends, that in sipaU ctHmnonwAaMis, >ucb as 
those of Switzerland, any great disproportion of fortune 
is repugnant to the very principles by which they 
exist, • 

- . Tha 
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ilie members of the executive power cwir CMAp* 
tinued their authorky daring life ; though in V^"* 
it's origiu it was only annual, and Gonferr«d 
by Suffrage. But lest so flagrant an usur- 
patiiHi ^ould pass unnoticed; tiie jtenator4 
sfifected an ostentatious dignity, highly offen- 
Mve to their fellow citiz^w. it was knowii 
also, that the fortunes of rpany of the ma- 
^rates were inadequate p) tl^e expensive 
style in which they Jived, and this circum- ^ 

stance created a strong suspicion of venality. 
With an indignant eye the people belield this - 
abuse of power ; and a reform was londly 
sailed fiw. Neither could a doubt be enter- 
tained that the people were prepared to -rise' 
the instant a proper leader could foe foui)d, 

RoDoLpH Brvn was a member of thcj 
executive government, , but he had rendered 
Jamself pbDoxious to his colleagues by a perse- 
.vering opposition lo their ambitipud prefects. 
With secret pleasure he observed the gradual 
progress of dlsafieetion, and omitted lio op- 
portunity of . recommending himself to hi^ 
fellow citizens by tl^e popuhirity of his mea-^ 
-mres, and ibe aSstbility of his behaviour.. 
His friends spoke j|p all compaoies, of ttie re- 
T » •poDstbiHt/ 
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CHA-p.ap(»^ibUity of magistrates; luid hinted, thsit 

vftl. the present moment waa particularly iavour- 
Able for the -correction of those abuses, which 
time invaiiably introduces into the -most 
perfect plans of human polity. Tlie st»te <^ 
"the public . treasury seemed also to demand 
the strictest scrubby- Malversations Jrad 
certainly been practised. The inquiry was 
necessary for the justi^cation of tsfae innocent ; 
and by the guilty alone it could be opposed*. 

»335- Such doctrines were too congenial to prfe^ 
-failing opinions to be heard with indifference. 
A regular system of opposition took place;. 
Brun became the idol <^ the dtsa:^cted; 
and' an account wbs loudly called for. The 
ruling party, however, were by no means of 
a temper to yield. They had too long en- 
joyed the siteets of power to resign it with 
indifferente. Every artifice was employed to 
divert the public attention to other objects. 
Bribes, rtienaces, caresses were lavishly dis- 
-pensed. The vain, the .we^, and the inte- 
; rested were variously assailed. But every 
attonpt was unavailmg. Experience and 
history -alike evince thfe impossibihty, when 

■. ^ ^ the 
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'the;peo,ple are resolutely beilt upon correcting cjhap. 
abuses, of long resisting, their determinatipn. vii. 

From, representations and remonstrances 
they proceeded to more efficacious remedies ; 
and hs^ving collected before the senate-rhouse 
in a numerous body* they in^ted on tJ^e 
immediate dissolution of that corrupt aasem- . 
biy. Resistance now became impracticable. 
The most obnoxious, members had no altera 
native left, but to save themselves by flight 
from the indignation of thp mob, or to perish 
naiserably by thpir hands; while thp, more 
moderate, pnaking a virtue of necessity, , re- 
sjgapd their authority without a struggle,, 
and returned to a private station. 

A. <;ommittee was immediately appointed 
to new-model the government. Arduous and 
ip^rtant task ! yet greedily sought after by 
the vanity of man!* 

The whole proceedings were now laid before, 
9, geperal assembly ;. and a new constitution 

* Our own obsenration must have taught us, that to 
^stroy is an easy task, and within reach of the most 
common capacity ; whereas to rebuild requires a corar 
lunatioB of l^lents, and an extent of views^ which nature 
disttibutei with a sparing hand. 

Y 3 ■ was 
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CHAP. was prepared, by which every order of citU 
yi'- zens -Wdi adnritted to a shelre in the adminis- 

^^ "^ tration, though the Patrician families ^11 rer 
tained the preponderarice. 'the inhabitants 
were divided into" thirteen classes gt tympanies; 
each of which elected a rtptescniatwe or 
rAaster, who together xii^h an eqdal hitmber 
phosen by the ^ristocraby were intrdstcd with 
the wliole executive power. The legislative 
authority was vested in ia cbiincil cbriiposed 
of twelve deputies from each company, and 
eighteen of the nobility," which \ViVh the 
liieinbers of the smaller cbnncil constituted 
133.6. an assembly of two hundred persons. This 
new form of government, Sanctioned by pilbr 
^c approbatioH, was confirmed by ihk cOa-, 
sent bf the empet^r in 1337* 

Scai-cely had the rtew magistfates taken 
possession of their respective flinctioris, than 
the banished hbbles, who h6iv Con^idetfed their 
casfe tb be desperate, begiih secrdtlj^ to cabal 
among their former friends and adherents f. 

• Tschudi, V, BiWioth. Hely. 
•f Five only of tfie most odtouB lacmbers of the M 
govemm^t h«d l>eeq eoadeioiied to petpetoaj exile. 
The rest were banished for liinited peripciB.. Tbey were 
ldl, however, declared incapable of every public employ- 
meat. • ' ■ 

But 
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Bot 'the iv^Iahce of 'the popalar partj j^s^cHAr-D 
eovferfed tbeir kiti^est befell thejr *«''e lipe^J["^ 
for exeeutioh, vmA e^abliabed a teiii^HSrary 
calmi; The dtil^ faamerier, was iiu- froal being 
eraduuted ; iior did the hostile Motion long 
want'Support*; . ■■•■ ■'. ' 

Though induced by mtetegted motirea 'to 
mVst into a defensive league uritH Zaric,jioha 
odont of Hapsbnfg cduld'Dot sufficiently con- , 
ijuer the prejudices of bhth, to behold m'lth 
satiafection the pro^rity of a city, so re- 
tnaritable for its attachmait to civil hberty^ 
By embroiling his allies ia a war he hoped to 
accelerate the completion of his ambitious pro- 
jects. Witii these views, which utifortunately 
for the fa^piness of mankind are ustuilly the 
only ones att^led to in political dificusfUDns, 
he not otily rec<aved the exiles with open 
Anns, but witfaovt soiy pnerious notice com- 
flieiiced hostilities against the repubUc. This 
dggrestion was so Unexpected, and the plan 
«o judicious, that but for a fortunate com^ 
biiiatiwof cin^mstances the most &tal con« 
•dquoices might have ensued. 

I^thdm count of Toggenburg, with the 

f* MaHer, II. u. 
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CHjLr.. deMgn of renevni^ & claim vhicji hadlok^- 
^"- existed an hereditary, source d£ discord be-, 
tweea his fiiinilj aiHl the hoaseof Rapperswyl^ 
at this tune anxiously coortcid riic fiaendsh^ 
qf all the neighbouring states. :' The ^tuationi 
of Zuric, as well as her known animosity 
towwd the count o£ Hepeburg, made her 
aUiaice an object of inHnite' inoment at the> 
present crisis. Mutual interest, the onfy* 
secure'bond of union between state and state, 
gaTB'rise to.a mutual alliance. It was agreed,, 
that the dontrac^tingpaJ-tieBdhoiild coitamAufie- 
hostilities by a joint . attack 6n the tcn?u of 
Rapperswyl. The ; attempt was immediately^ 
made,, but, the garrison being prepared ipii 
iiesistance,. the a^ilantd. were compelled tot 
retire. Foiledi, bu^ not discoofaged), ^yi 
laid siege to Grinauj a fottreas situated 'on the 
lake of ZuTic,.whei« Jo^ had shut. hipq[^ 
up with the firm resolution ofidefeoding it to 
the last extrenuty. Finding, however, that 
the advances- of the enemy were b]ow anct 
irregular,, he took advantage of their ^upiner 
ness, attacked their quarter? by, night, and 
forjcftd them to abandon their camp in 
f onfiision, leaving the count of Toggenburg 
a prisoner. 
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'ft^risoiMr. But.no sooner h^d they recovered bn ap., 
from this momentary panic, than , they ^'^^• 
felt aJl the ignominy of their flight* and re- 
solved unaniniQudy to redeem their honour 
by rescuing their general, or to, perish in the 
attesipt. T^e battle was» in consequence, 
i]g9gwed at the return qf day* The allies 
i:u^d forward with dauntless coui-age, en-. 
^vouring to break the, enemy's line, and tqi- 
^ring, back Diethelm in triumph. Count- 
4o}ui, on Ijjs part, was^ not less distinguished 
Ijy personal, process, than by his judicious, 
C]C>f}du9,t. He fell at, the head of the cavalry, 
as he was. rallying them for another charge. 
Deprived of their gallant leader, and dispi- 
rited by^bis.lpffi): the troops fled in disorder. 
Diethelnii :'va3, ^till a captive; and exposed, 
to tljie fofy qf a ^centious soldiery, goaded 
to, madness biy the death of their beloved 
<^tnma|i4er. " Let us revenge our gallant 
" leader !" was thg' general cry. In frantic 
tpmult ttfey ru^tjed upon the defenceless war- 
nor,fyid pierced him with a hundred swords *. 
A war conducted with such savage ferocity 
(liceatened the most fatal issue. But the 
^CT, Tii< Stuoipf' vi. 
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CHAP. Austrian princes cbntinued iirm itt tljftir 
^.'^VJJacific intentiona, and exerted Iheir power- 
ful influence to induee the children of the 
deceased count to coilsent to a reconcilfai- 
tion with Zuric. 

This project haying receired the conHMttimt 

V support of the emperor, an accoihinodatidii' 
was at length etifected on reawnaUe teraib. 
The Zuricers were persuaded to restofe t» 
the exiled nobles th^ir 'sequestered proptirty,' 
upon receiving an indismnificaitien lor ttid 
expenses of the war. Hopes too -Wete HeM' 
out to them of some £irther mittgadona pro- 
■vided they deserved it by Wseir siMn6quent 
conduct. 

While Zuric. was thus cohteliding in defence 
of h^ dearest rights, B^khb was struggling 
with still greater success against tibe hostile 
machinations of her jealous and implacable 
neighbours. But as tihe wttr witii which she 
was threatened is one of the most meinomhle 
in Helvetic history, it niay not be impipt^er 
to take a retrospective view of the interhid 
situation of that rising republic 6:tHn -^e 
beginning of the fourteenth century. Tliii^ 
inquiry will etmble us to fonii a i^rrect esti- 
mate 
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mate of the respective views of thb contehdingcHAP. ' 
parties. vji- , 

We have already been ttiadte ' acquainted 
with the origin of Berne, as a free and im- 
perial city, and have seen that it's primitive 
inhabitants were for the most part composed 
of people who sought an asyluni againSt the 
persecutions of tyraniiy. Among these we 
inay distinguish no inconsiderable proportion 
of noble inmilies. , 

At the period which we are describing per- 
sbns of iUustrious descent had no occupation 
bWt arms. This warlike genius, which could 
with difficulty be directed to thte pursuits o^ 
science dr the speculations of commerce, was 
feverisWy awake to tevery occasion which af- 
forded the jfente^ promise of military glory. 
Whatevfei- bflfended the pride, or counteracted 
the ihtefests of the community, was sei«ed 
with avidity, and magnified into a national' 
insiflt. ' ' 

The rapid pi^gress of this flourishing re- 
ptiblh: excited the envy of the surrounding 
rtates. Th^y beheld with jealousy the pros- . 
perfty of a people whose happiness was the 
l^ult of a gbvemhient the very reverse of ^ 
fceir own, and which rejected the severest 
censure 
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CHAP, censure upon their, ^ministration.. Amoqg 
vii- the enemies of civil liberty, it is invariably 
necess^y to enumerate the princes of the 
house of Austria. . Aa usual, they appeared at. 
the head of the hostile phalanx. ; for having 
long regarded Switzerland as the defibned, 
prey of their ambition, every , st^ .toward 
h'si emancipation was considered as an iavasioi^ 
of their eventual property. The citizens of 
Fribourg were animated with t|ie same spirit, 
and. were become liie zealous advocates of 
deepotisn^ They had ignominiously parted 
vitb their own independence. . To these may- 
be added ail that despicable swarm of petty- 
tyrants whd infested the adjacent . country. 
Distinguished solely by tlt& violence of ttieir. 
passions, and the atro^ty of their crimes, 
tiiey had long insulted tjieir fellow cretrtures 
'with impunity, and rajgl^t truly be pronoimceid 
the enemies of, mankind,. 

Fortunately however for the prosperity of 
Berne, the hpreditary quarrels, which dis- 
tracted the feudal despots, were far too yiot. 
lent to allow them to unite with, zQal in one 
common plan of attack.. The spirit of aniT- 
»)i.osity, m this case, prevailed over the sug- 
gestion* 
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gestions of hitBrest; and a project proposed chapj- 
by one baron was not unfrequentlj on that ^^^* 
very account rejected by another. From the 
be^nning of the centary likewise, the house 
of Austria had beeti occupied ' with moie im- 
portant objects, and had found' constant em* 
ploymeiit without inflerfering in the intern^ 
pslitics of Berne. r 

Secure from ^prehension ;On the part of 
that formidable enemy, the Berners exp&- 
rienced little difficulty in reducing tJie rest. 
Castle afl%r castle fell into thfnr hands, and 
was levelled with the ground. For in order 
to guard againfit every possible vicissitude of 
fortune, the prudent republicans resolved, if 
-possible, to efiaee from the earth those odious 
receptacles of depredaticai^. 

We must not, however; imagine that riiis 
Tapid progress in the career of glory -was ef- 
fected without foreign aid. A reciprocity of 
interests furnished the republic withpowerfid 
allies. Among, these we may enumerate the 
dake of .Savoy, the town of Soleure, and the 
forest-cantofls. The former, indeed, boA 
irom extent of dominion, and internal re*. 

• etettler, I. Sttiropf. VIII. MuHer, Iiaii. 
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CHArP. aoiurces, was capoUe of afTori^og the most ef> 

VII- fectual support. But the biter compensated 
for every deficieajcy by the energy of tbeir 
. exertions, in the field, and their fittelity in 
observing their engagemeats- . Part ol^ the 
Valais, the bishop of Sion, wifii the towns of 
Moral, Bienne, and I^tupen, took part aieo in 
the confederacy*. 

No means T^iioh policy ccnild pvesjcmibe, or 
&Tourable contiagenpies afforded, were neg- 
lected by these wary republican^ to e^lsnt) 
the limits of their nsing Etate. Exh&itisted by 
war, or embarrassed through vast of eooiippiy, 
tile neighbouring princes Mrere often com- 
pelled to have recourse to the wealthy mer- 
chants of Berne. The prompt liberality, 
which they at all iimes exp«rienced» rendered 
them less atticntire to the motives frofP which 
this apparent benevolence arose. For, ia 
truth, it was only apparent ; and pEpceeded 
more from a refill spirit of political cal^r 

• The kague with the Valais bears date in 1250. 
TThat with' the house of Sav^y was m»de in 1205, aoi 
niMwed in 1330 ;, with I«upen in 13Q4; with 1^ in 
.12p6; with Soleiire in 1309 and 1351 ; with the forest- 
cantons in 1323 ; aad with Morat m 1333. Tschudi. 
Steltier, 

IdtJaB 
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lati(m, tfean from . hearts oVerflowmg with ghap. 
charity, and alive at the call of humanity, ti'- 
We concMve, indeed, that not a single in- ' 
stance is to be met with of assistance aflbrded 
by the prudent Bernersto heir indigeat allies, 
except upon such security as rendered tlie' 
deiauit of payment a most desirable event. 
Neither were they ever backward in taking 
possession of the mortgaged territory when- 
ever the ■ conditions of the agreement would 
jdiow. They are supposed likewise to have 
been no strangers to that insidious policy, 
which is imputed by the Greek historians to 
Philip of Macedon j and are said to have 
owed their success to the Weight of their 
purses, more frequently than to the edge of 
their' swords. 

In the year 1308 they obtained possession of 
Laupen as a pledge for fifteen hundred marks 
ef silver, lent by them to the count of Stras- 
berg *. Some few years afterward the castle 
Iras likewise ceded to them by Peter of Thurn, 
as security for three thousand marics. In 
the same manner Arberg, Thun, and Bur^- 
dffrf becawe successively the prey of this 

• 133Q.- 
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CHAP.s^n^g ^i^i^B^F^th, by the united ii^iu 
VII. enceofannsand of g«ld. .So univeisfdly was, 
this spirit of ambition difTosed among all ranker 
of people, that funds wejce never wanting for 
the aggrandisement of the republic And, 
if. at any time the treasury was found inade- 
quate to the purchase, 1;he deficiency was 
speedily jsu^ied by the donations of a pep{^ 
in whonf the .love of their country was para- 
inount toevery other consideration*. . 

Fully sensible of the advantages which 
must accrue to the republic from this patri- 
otic ardour, and anxious to keep aUve a spirit, 
the parent of so many heroic deeds, the 
government invariably punished with extreme 
, severity every action which tended either to 
diminish tlie credit, or to tarnish the repu-' 
tation of the wa^Uke nobles. This ind«ed 
sometimes led them to confound the interest 
of individuals with the honour of the state, 
and to revenge the quarrels, or to defend tiie 
private rights of their fellow-citizens with an 

* A very striking iiMtance of this public spirit w»» 
displayed by the Beroers in 1384, when they nobly con. 
seitted to sacrifice a tnentieih part of their property, io 
Order to' hquidste the Keavy debt with whiob the r9> 
public was at that time aggrieved. 

■ „ " unjust 
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unjust degree of violence*. But tte systemcH^p. 
was ikrther beneficial to the OMnmonwealth^ii; 
in another point of view; for by raising 
the privileges of die aristocracy it induced 
many of tbe surrounding bascnas, -upon the 
. first meniace of hostilities, to aubmit to the 
republic, and to put themselves under her 
protectioa in quality of oo-^burghers, rather 
than risk the diances of war. Thus, we find 
the lord of Senn^ after.tbe destructioa.of his 
castle, becoming a. citizen of.Beme* Thus 
likewise ended a long and : bloody contest 
with the house of Weisgenberg, whai the 
pmdent cMef in token of submission had 
•suf^nded. the keys of his fortress in the 
market-place of his foes.. Hie community. o£ 
Hash, over which tile Weissenberg fftmily had 
long presided, soon follc^ed the eicample of 
their leader, and yielded to -the. authority <^ 

* In 1331 Haas Seano, a distiaguished knight, 
'bafing killed the curate of Diesbach, tbe republic, 
imuad of punishing the offeaderi immediately, laid 
uege to the town of Dieibach, under pretence that the 
fliends of ^e deceased had rejected all overtures toward 
wi accommodation ^ a strange excuse fol- an unjust 
action! But such excuses ambition is never at a loss , 
(ofindi ' . 

Vol. I. Z a people 
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CHAP, a peofde by whom they had been freqaently 
^*^- protected against the tyranny of an oppressive 
master*. 

A cai-eer of prosperity so uninterrupted gave 
tuch animatkm to the xuubonal character that 
the Bemers no Jonger regarded any enter- 
prise- as too arduous to foe attompted ; but 
marched to battle with a confidence and 
intrepidity which ensured- success. To storm 
a castle was con^dered as an amusement, in 
which ihe young nobility contended wit^ 
noble mmbitian ; imbibing a passion for martial 
^eedSf as the heroes of Greece were trained 
to glory in the Isthmian or Olympic games. 

Military esploit^, by their ^)lendor, coiib. 
mand the adnuration. of mankind, and scarce- 
ily leave the mind free to examine, the motives 
' vlienoe tb^ spring. Yet, in iaot, this con- 

jititntes their chaxacteiistic merit. I C is the 
justice pf the cause alone whicli can sanction 
war. The people who fight for their religion, 
their liberty, and their laira, are fulfilling n 
sacred duty-. While the mercenary host that 
moves to battle, allured by plunder, or by 

• Stettler, II. Tschudi, V. 
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fayj ^differs but little from the profosaoimlcHAP. 
assassin. The Decii devoting thenaseiwes for. ^U- 
tlie salvation of tlieir country, however strange 
such an action might appear in a modePn 
general, will for e\'er command tlie ^aiiduts 
of the generous and the brane ; while die thi- 
nierical enterprises of Alexander, or Charles 
XII. may excite tlM a^»nbhaient c£ the vul'^ 
gar, but can never interest the sensibility ef 
the more enlightened. 

Whatever may be our sentiments with re- 
spect to the poUcy of Berne, it was scarcely 
possible for the neighbouring praiees *o con- 
template this spirit of aggrandisement with 
an eye of indifference. Without ' some a& 
fectual exertion their ruin appeared inevitaiiLi^. 
No alternative was left them hut to fall suc- 
cessively a prey to this aspiring repuUic, or 
by .a general combination to checkher career. 
A league, was in consequence formed between 
the neighbouring barons, into which many of 
the circumjacent cities were induced to enter» 
eitlier from the detestable auggeations of 
en'ry, or the base dictates of fear. This con- ' 
federacy was .strenuously supported by the 
house of Austria, and received the aecrat 
. z s countenance 
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* 'countenance of the emperor himself. But. 

.11 f"'"'^' was the idea which universally prev^ed 

respecting the courage and power, of Beme, 

that her enemies did not think it advisable 

. to throw aside the mask, till from the extent 

- and nature of their preparations they con- 

. sidered her destruction as inevitable. 

Her situation became every day more criti- 
. cal. She saw the tempest gathering in every 
Quarter, and resolved to meet it with nnshaken 
-firmness. It is with pleasure that we con- 
template ber conduct at this trying moment. 
The weliare of thousands depended upon the 
• iasue ; for had her enemies prevailed, the 
' Helvetic confederacy must have &llen to the 
. ground, and the happiest asylum of civil 
liberty must have been forever blotted from 
the earth. 
1338.. As the emperor . has been named among 
the patrons of the hostile league, it may. be 
. necessary to esphun the motives whicbpro- 
.duced this sudden alteration in bis poHtical 
.sentiments, as we have hitherto, beheld him 
-upon every occasion manifesting a strong 
ipiedilection.- for the free inhabitants, of 
Helvetia. 

Superstition, 
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Superstition, -which is the. distinctive chap. 
felling ofan unenlightened age, formed a pro- ^^I* ^ 
minent feature in the character of the Bemers. 
No sooner had Lewis incurred the censures 
of the Romish see, than they' shuddered at 
the idea of continuing their intercourse with 
an excommunicated prince. It is possible 
also that their minds might not be so en-' 
tirely engrossed by religious scruples, as to 
be insensible to the' suggestions of worldly 
interest. The moment might appear favour- 
ahle to efface every vestige of dependence on 
the imperial throne. Deviating from their 
wonted prudence, they may not have duly^^ 
weighed the advantage to be "derived from 
imperial'protection in every contest with the 
house of Austria. The defection of bis an- 
cient allies, at so critical a moment, carried . 
with it an appearance of ingratitude which it 
was by no means easy to overlook. The gene- 
rous heart of Lewis was fully sensible of the 
injury. He had formerly admired the Helvetic • 
nations as the friends of freedom; he henceforth 
despised them as the slaves of interest*. 

TTie 

* Though it is far irom out intention to enter mi- 
aubfly into the history of Germany, which would carry 

Z3 MP ' 
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The town of Nidau being appointed for 
the assembly of the confederate princes^ the 
enemies of Bemc poured in from every side. . 
Various were their motives of complaint, but 
unanimous was the resolution of revenging 
the common wrongs. At the bead of the 
league stood Everard of Kyburg, a man of 
enterprising ambition, but rash, irresolute, and 
incapable of pursuing the best-digested plans 
with the. perseverance necessary to ensure 
success. His history ts variously related; 

us into too wide a field, yet having been led by the chaiD 
oT events to notice the animosity subsisting between the 
Pope and Lewis, it may not be foreign to the subject 
to remnrk the difference which two centuries and a balf 
had produced in the opinions of mankind- Not all the 
splendid qualities of Henry IV. could enable him to 
struggle successfully ag^nst the presumptuous insolence 
of an ambitious monk. But in the year 1338, after 
Lewis had made a last ineifectual effort to appease the 
^entmeitt of Benedict XIL he assembled a diet at 
Frankfort, in which it was declared a standing law of 
the empire, that the perfon chosen by a majority of the 
electors to be king of the Romans was entirely indepeu' 
dtnt of the papal see ; and that neither the consent, nor 
' cohfiimatioD, of the sovereign pqnUffwere in the least 
necessary for the legal exercise of his authority. It was 
at the same time enacted to be high treason to main- 
tain that the pope had a right to depofe the emperor. 
See Schmidt, VIILvii. 

hit 
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but it ^)pear» from tlie best aathorities^ cnAF. 
that havMig murdered his elder brother in a ^^^* 
domestic quarrel, he toc^ possession of the 
principaUty of Thun. An alliance ijvith the 
commonwealth of Berne appearing at timt 
time the most probable means of giving 
stability to his usurpation, be requested to 
become a cp-burgher of the rising state. 
Some pecuniary aid was, likewise, admini- 
stered. In return for which he engaged the 
city of Thun, with all it!s dependencies, to 
his new allies. But having at length esta- 
blished his authority on a solid basis, and 
being desirous of recovering the family-donMJu 
without refunding the money for which it 
was mortgaged, he renounced all connection 
with the republic^ and jdaced himself at the 
head of the hostile confederacy *. 

Rudolph of Nidau and Lewis of NefLchatel 
alleged, that the Berners had given an asylum 
to many of their rebellious subjects, and had 
even admitted them to the freedom of their 
city. 

Peter, count of Gruyeres, complained of 
^ fion-^yteent (rf" a debt due to him ftam 

• Siettler, ii. Tscbiidi, t. . . 
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P^*P' the lord of Weissenberg, who proud of bb 
i__^^ degradation (for such it was termed by his 
enemies) treated all hia appUcations with 
neglect. Neither had the repeated remon- 
strances, which he had made to the republic, 
been productive of any redress. . 

Influenced by a servile ctnnplaisance for 
the confederated barons, even Friburg en- 
gaged in the league; demanding the im- 
mediate restitution of the castle of Laupen, 
-which bad been assigned to them by an im- 
perial decree, but which in defiance of that 
award the Bemers persisted to retain. In a 
word, so precarious was the situation of Berne, 
that all her rivals were anxious to seize the 
opportunity of humbling her. pride, and set? 
ting bounds to her increaang power^ 

No sooner had the assembled princes .pre-. 
setited a statement of their .re^)e6tivegMev- 
arices, than it was unanimously voted, that 
the existence of Berne was incompatible with ■. 
the security of the neighbou^g states; ^ncs 
it was clearly her object to destroy all the 
prerogatives of the nobihly, and to, reduce 
them to ..the degrading coiiditiodA of vat^saU* 
* MiiUer. II. ill. 

Under 
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Under these fJarming circumstances, nothii^CHA'p; 
less than their most intimate, union caulj} *^'''* 
counteract! this dangerous project, and support 
the cause of aristocracy agjunst such daring 
and artful attacks. In consequence of this de- - 
claration the alliance was con6 rmed by a solemn ' 
ostih; and mutually pledging themselves ta 
persevere in the cootest.till the destruction of 
the common enemy was accomplished, the - 
confederates appointed Gerard of Valangia 
to the command. 

So powerful a coalition cQuld not fitil ' to ^ 
spread universal consternation among the citi- - 
zens of Berne. Nor could they refle£l on the - 
vaft disparity of forces, witliout trembling for 
the event of a conteft, in which every thing, 
■was at stake that is, nearest and dearest to tjie 
heart of man. Yet Bi f^rom yielding to tb& 
dictates of despair, they resolved to persist to 
tbe last extremity, and rather to . bury them- ■ 
selvra under the ruins of their fortifications, 
tian condescend to terms derogatory from, 
their honour, orinconaistent with their liberty. 
Determined how,eyer to, omit no opportunity, 
of diverting the storm, they had recourse to ■ 
negotiation, hoping by parti4l condescensions 

to 
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CHJF'to disttnite the allies. To the emperor tbey 
VII. g3,Te the most unequivocal aflUrances of fide- 
xHty and attachment; promising to reinstate 
him in all his just prerogatives the moment 
that he was reconciled to the church. Tbe 
, counts of Kyburg, Nidau, and Giruyeres re- 
ceived oSers of ample indemnity ; although die 
demands of the sec6nd . were by no means 
reconcileable with their ancient privileges. &it 
to the Friburgers they applied in the tender 
language of friendship, representing to them 
in lively colours the imprudence of their pre- 
sent conduct. As a free state, they were 
bound (they said) fay every principle of sound 
policy to embark in the same cfuise witli them- 
selves, instead of paving the way for their own 
subjugation, by imprudently supporting the 
dangerous views of an oppressive aristocracy *, 
Not satisfied with these ^rtial applications, 
they published a manifesto in justification of 
their actions; in which they endeavoured, by 
iAk most plausible arguments, to screen them- 
selves from the imputation of arabtti<m. They 
called God and the world to hear witness to 
ibe integrity of their hearts, and the equity of 

•MuBer^ILiii. 
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thur proceedings ; alTerting, that they had ghaf. 
never been the aggreffora in any former war, . ^''' ^ 
but had invariably taken up anas in vindica- 
tion of those rights which nature and reason 
taught them to revere. They concluded by 
Arming, that though nothing was more re* . 

mote frota their wiihes than to disturb the* 
repose of Helvetia, they were reserved to de- . 
fend their independence against every aggres- 
aon, 'and to cease to exist when they ceased 
to be free. 

It M'as hardly possible to expect that pru- 
dence and moderation would be productive of 
the moat trifling benefit. Confederacies like 
tiiat which was formed for the destruction of 
Berne have usually objects in view very dif- 
ferent from that of redressing grievmices. 

When an attack is once prepared it is not 
the cry of humanity, nor the voice of truth, 
which will retard the march of the belUgerent 
armies. On the contrary, every instance pf 
forbearance on the side of the less powerful 
party is regarded as an indication of weak- 
i^s, and operates rather as a ten^tation to 
accelerate^ than as an inducement to suspend, 
the blow. . 

Such 
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CHAP. Such were the present sentiments of ths 
^"- allies, in which they were still further encou- 
raged hy the interested insinuations of Atistiia. 
. These overtures of peace were of course re- 
je^ed with disdain. 
1339. The senate of Berne now prepared with 
energy for war. The council being aflembled 
^nder ihe presidency of John of Bubenberg, 
oame to the following resolution; Tkatliamig 
done every tiling for the maintenance of peaa, 
which was conmtent with the character of a 
free people^ nothing remained but to oppox 
force to force*. 

The next step which they took was to 
reinforce the garrison of Laupen with six 
hundred men, as it was probable that the 
confederates would open the compaigo by 
the siege of that important place. A decree 
was also fussed, that every jamily compre-p 
bending two males capable of bearing arms 
should send one of them to tbe camp. . Sen-: 
sible that tlie first events of a war are fre- 
quently re^rded by the credulous as pre- 
dictive of its final success, they resolved by 
the. boldness of their measures to astoniid) 

»MuIler,n.iii. 
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the enemy. A fruitless attempt- was, inCHAP. 
consequence, mtide to surprisethe town of ■^"•, 
Aberg. The rapid progress of the foe ■ pre- 
cluded the possibility of a regular siege ; and 
the garrison being stronger than was -ex- 
pected, they were constrained, after laying 
waste the open country, to- hasten to the 
defence of their own walls. 

Meanwhile the energy of the people fully 
corresponded, with the resolution of their 
leaders. Confident in their own exertions^ 
the dispanty of nnmbers^ was no longer 
thought of. They recollected nothing but 
their ancient triumphs. 

One point, howerer, of the greatest-im- 
portance still remained unsettled. Ofiicers 
of experience and courage were ncit wftnting 
-for subordinate commands; but where -was 
the man to whom his country could confide 
the important charge of presiding over her 
defence, or who felt himself equal to the 
arduous task.^ At a moment like this the 
vanity of rank was forgotten. Men regarded 
neither the emoluments nor the influence 
of oflice;. the responsibility, with which it 
U attended, was the only object of consi- 
deration. 
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CHAP, deration. Every one was ready to fly to 
VII. tlie post of danger; but the direction of tbe 
war, under such trying circumstances, re- 
quired a combination of talents, from-wbldi 
the boldest shrunk with conscious inability. 
During die discuasion of this nwuientoas 
question, as if conducted by die interven* 
tion of a protecting Providence, Rudolph 
OF EaLAC u entered the city. He was a 
knight of distinguished reputation, and tihe 
eldest sen of that heroic diief, under whose 
auspices the republican arms had formerly 
tmimpdied. Though the recollection of his 
&ther's services, added to bis ova personal 
merit, would have raised him ' to posts of 
the highest eminence, he usually resided at 
Nidau,' wliwe he possessed a coHsiderable 
fief. But no sooner was his coimtry.in dan* 
ger, than he flew to her assistance with the 
ardour of a man, who feels that the dear^ 
duties are those of part:riot^an; Yet appr?* 
hensive, however, that a step so repugnant 
to the prejudices of aristocracy- might 
admit of ah unfavoural^ construction) ot 
iinwilUng perhaps to forfeit his estate (if 
it he allowable to suspect a patriot «f 
" . being 
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being influenced by worldly motives) hftrnAF. 
presented himsdlf before liie count of Nidaii; ^ ' r^ 
requesting permission to serve in the armies , 
of Berne. The count readily consented, 
proudly observing that, " in a host, like his, 
" the absence of one man was immat»riai." 
Eriach withdrew, replying with ocmscious 
dignity ; " I hope, at least, to prove that I 
*' am a man *." . . 

Erlach no sooner appeared before the se- 
nate than he received an offer of the bb- 
preme command. To this flattering «iark 
of public confidence he replied, witfe that 
.candour which is the inseparable companion 
of real merit, in nearly the following words : 
** No onCi my valiant coimtTymem, can feel 
*' more grateful ikan I do for the lumeiur 
" which ymi intend me, or can estimate mor^ 
** highly the importance of mcb a trust. I 
" am no stranger to the inferiority of your 
*' forces, but I am acquaiivted also with your 
" counagCy and knowing thai, can I despair , 
" of suaxisf- Yet before X undertake the 
*• weighty charge, X nust be asmered of tie 
" most inwlicit deference to all my commands ; 

* MuIIer, II. iii. 
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v;.- ^ - ^ " dpline^ than to the vigour of our measuresi 
. " that we rmtst look for victory*" 

The acclamations of the admiring crowd 
testified Uie general assetit. Being now in* 
vested with absolute power like the dictators 
-of Rome, and having received an oath of 
. subnussion from his companions in ^rms, he 
inquired, " When they would march ?"■ Tbft 
-reply was, " To-momm" ". Haw shall vx 
■fight f was his next question: they Answered^ 
**Tothc last man -f-." Nothing remained but 
to hasten to the relief of Laupen, which had 
hitherto been defended with obstinate courage 
. by the gallant Bubenberg. - In vain the coor 
federates had selected their bravest troops for 
the assault ; the garrison repelled their attacks 
with-a degree of resolution which precluded 
every hope of taking it by stwm. . The si^ 
was, therefore, converted into a iblockade. 
Confident that every attempt to introduce 
supplies must prove abortive, they already 
: regarded the fortress as their own. Me«i- 
• while, deputies w6re despatched by the s^ate 

• Muller, Il.iii. +Maj, Il.'vii. 

into 
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into' all the neighbouring cantons, to sohcitCHAP. 
succours from the frienda of freedom. But ^''- 
such was the terror which accompanied the 
march of the -alliea, that thei^ apphcation? 
were in' general deceived. with c^ld neglect i 
and to forbear engaging in the hostile bands 
was regarded ai .the utmost tertn to which 
political friendship could extend. The forest- 
cantons, however, werenotsoeasilyiappalledi 
Ever awake at the call of Uberty they imme?, 
diately ordered nine Jiiandred jof their bravefiJ 
warriors to the asjiistance- of their ■distressed 
aUy*. Soleure, likewise, sent eighty horse* 
Her own precarious destiny left no more at 
ter disposal ; while the count of Weissenberg 
led six hundred in person.. These,, added to 
about four, thousand natives, composed tlidi 
whole of Erlach's ' force. The allied army 
consisted of little less than thirty thousand 
men, commanded by -Gerdrd of yalanginj 
?8 imp'erjal prefect, and Rudolph of Nidaii, 
the Austrian genetal. Under these served 
Peter of Arberg^ Lewis of Neuch6tel, Peter 
of Gruyefes, .with a variety of knights arid , 
barons from Alsace, Helvetia, Suabia, and 
■ * Jiistlnger, ■ Muller, May, 

VOL. I. A A Burgundy. 
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CHAP. Burgundy. As yet, the coant of Kylrai^ 
, ^'^' . had not joined tlie confederates, being oc- 
cupied in arming his numerous dependents 
in Alsace, wbcTe he posMsted extensive in- 
fluence. Op the eve- before the battle, John 
count of Savoy arrived in the camp of the 
^hes, attended by ^ hundred knigbtSv He va? 
sent by \as ^ed father with offers of medi^ 
tion : but the young nobility were too much 
elated by their hopes to listen to bisprc^o^s. 
On the contrary they persuaded the ill-&,ted 
youth to exchange the olive-branch for tfa« 
swcHrd, that he might share with them in th* 
glories of the anticipated victory*. 

On the 3 1st of June, at die dawn of darr* 
the army marched out of the gates of Berne. 
Baselwind, s priest scarcely less, respected 
for his adi-anced age titen for the evangelic 
purity of bis manners, led tSie way, bearii^ 
in his upliided hands the consecrated host. 
Thi ramparb were crowded with the fatiiersy 
wives, and fthildren of those,, to whom die 
salvation of the country was ' committfed. 
They viewed them, in in^giiiation An* the 

• Steitler, Tschudi, Tscbamer. 
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'last time, ds they ascended tbe hill, andP^AP*. 
gazed with the tendeifest erndticms, till in- . - * *' ^ 
terveDing .'woods obscuied ^eir progress. 
Meanwhile, the assembled senate waited in . 
bnxious expectation for the return of messen* 
^ers from the field of battle ; prepared under 
every emergency to provide for the csigen-^ 
^ies of the state ; aond Che wives and motbersf 
prostrate before the altars, implored the prof 
tectioji of their patronising saint for those* 
wbomi loTfe and duty resdered the objects of 
their dear auctions* 

About noort, the republioaA ariity todk post ^■ 
on an emtnence, at a smsbll distance from 
the town of Laopen. Here Erlach refreshed 
his troops. Nothing material occurred dur« 
ing the remainder of the day* It passed irt 
aweful expectatibn on the side of the Ber^ 
ners; in exalfa^n and insuk ofi that of 
the confederates ; while knights from both ■ 
armies occaMonally prov9k«J eacti other to 
combat^ which served to display the skill 
and prowess of individuals, without procaring 
any adtwrtage to either party* Toward 
evening the battle began. Conscious of 
the great superiority of the enemy in tactics, ' 
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Chap; as well as in numbers, Erlach had recourse 
**'• to that mode of. attack, which in modem 
times has rendered the scientific display of 
military evolutions less an object of utility 
than of parade. It was his plan to fight, and 
not to manoeuvre. The men from the forest- 
cantons were, «t their particular request, 
opposed to the Austrian cavalry. It was 
tiie post of danger, and due to their active 
zeal. 

, As ho led them to the charge, Erlach ad- 
dressed his troops in a short but animated 
speech, well calculated to awaken courage 
in the coldest bosom. > But weak was the 
force of eloquence when compared with that 
of example. He marched undaunted at their 
head, he s!iowfed them the road to glory; 
and dastardly must have" been the soul <^ 
that -follower who under such a leader shrunk 
' from danger*. 

A selecit troop, composed entirely of the 
Citizens of Berne, beg^n the attack, by dis- 
charging ^ three vollies of stones, The shock 
was violent, Unablp to ipai^tain theirground, 

, ' . '' . * Sjmler^ Tschiidi. 

' ■ " ' ' the 
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the enfemy fell back; when, instead of pur- chap. 
suing his advantage, Erlach commanded _ ^'^^j 
this body by a rapid movement to take pos- 
session of an eminence, which the foe had 
improvidently neglected to occupy. No- 
thing could now be more auspicious than 
the 'position of the Berners. But so preca- 
rious is the chance of war, that the very- 
circumstance, which according to the most 
probable combination of events ought to have 
decided the fortune of the day in their 
fevour, had nearly proved their ruin. Mis- 
taking, through inexperience, the motive 
of their general's conduct, the rear of the 
army conceived that the first line had been 
repulsed, and were retiring from the field. 
Panic-struck at the sight, they thought it 
time to provide for their own safety^ and 
fled with precipitation to the adjacent woods. 
The alarm spread with dangerous rapidity, 
and utter confusion must unavoidably have 
ensued, had not Erlach instantly perceived 
the peril, and provided against it with that 
celerity of decision which is the charac- 
teristic of real genius. With a presence of 
mind, which would have done honour to the 
A 4' 3 most 
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CH4.P. mest celebrated hero of antiquity, he rode 
^"■through the ranks, and pointing to the fugi- 
tives, exclaimed ifl a tone of exultation, ** Tjie 
" day's our own ! Our triumph is secure ! For 
** there i^ no longer one coward left among 
" us." With these words he seized th? ban-; 
ner of the state, and followed by his chosen 
troop rushed op the foe with an impetuosity 
which nothing could withstand *. In a few 
Aiinutes the allies were thrown into complete 
disorder. The fight was no where supported 
with obstinacy, except by small parties. 
which rallying around their respective stand- 
ards continued to defepd them with dest 
perate resolution -j-. 

, Duiing this sharp contest the forest^caiu 
tons were engaged in doubtful combat wit!) 
the Austrian cavaliy. The coi^ict was sup^ 
portsed on both sides with the intrepidity of 
men who knew no alternative betweai death 
^nd victory. The scale still hung iq anxious, 
suspense, when a party of their friends re-x 

* Some autbors, and Tschudi amoqg the number, 
wetend that the Bcmers made use pf iron ct^ariots, to 
break the rwikt of the enemy. 

t May, II. vlii. 

^wraing 
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Jturaing from the pursuit poured down, like CHAPi 
a torrent, from the adjacent heights, and _ ^^^; ^ 
took the enemy in flank. Exhausted by the 
^tigues of the - day, their resistance was 
^ble. In an instant the field was covered 
with the carcasses of the slain. Horses and 
horsemen lay ,<!cattered in promiscuous ruin. 
No hope was left except in flight, and the 
activity of the conquerors rendered even that 
precarions. With respect to the numbem 
which perished in this decisive battle writers 
as usual differ. By the Swiss historians they 
have undoubtedly been exaggerated, and 
their own loss proportionably diminished. 
But, even according to the moet moderate 
computation, the blow was fatal, and pur* 
Aased with die sacrifice of but little blood *. 
On the part of the owfederates the two 
commanders were slain, with eighty knights 
»f illustrioiCT families -f*; among whom was 
included the unfortunate heir of the houss 

* MuUer, II. iii. 

+ Contemporary writers &y ' eighty crowoed hel- 
mets,' which were the distinctive cliaractertstics of 
iSnstrioua birth. Their whole- Iqm is computed at 
Ik^wcw thne Aod four tbouMod, 

' A A 4 of 
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CHAP, of Savoy. His disconsolate father, to speak 
/^,\i[* in the episodic style of Homer, was now left 
childless, the victim of his benign intentions. 
Peter, Count of Nidau (for it was Rodolpb, 
who feJl) fled from the field of battle^ after 
plundering the camp, with the defence of 
which he had been intrusted. At Arberg 
he met the count of Kyburg hastening to 
join the army, at the head of four thousand 
vassals- Nidau had no excuse to make for 
his own dastardly behaviour, except by re- 
presenting the situation of the allies as alto^ 
gether hopeless ; • and so exaggerated was 
his description of the impending dang«r, 
that his friend was ■ ■ persuaded to regain 
Alsace, convinced that by advancing he 
should conduct his troops to inevitable des^ 
truction, without aiTording material succour 
to his friends. 

The transport manifested by the braw 
garrison of Laupen, at the unexpected ap» 
pearance' of their victorious countrymen, is 
more easily conceived than described. During 
;the whole of the day they obsen-ed an un- 
usual movemept in the camp of the be- 
giegers, but were entirely ignorant of its 
cause, 
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cause, till their deliverance was announced chap, 
to them from the mouths of the conquerors ^^^- 
themselves *,- Having offered thanks upon . • 
the field of battle to Him in whose hand is 
victory, and performed the last sad offices to 
the gallant deiid, the conquerors marched 
.back in triumph to theJr native homes, de- 
corated with the shields and helmets of"thfe 
vanquished foe, and bearing in artless pomp 
twenty-seven standards, the well-earned tro- 
phies of their success. To paint the ef- 
fusions of transport which greeted their 
return exceeds the 'powers of language. 
They alone, who have experienced the bltss 
of receiving a son or husband, from the 
arduous duties of a military station, can 
form an adequate idea of the affecting scene. - - 
The day of this important triumph was con- 
secrated by a solemn festival to the latest 
posterity -f. 

■ * The situ^on of Laupen, whioh was separated front 
the ileld of battle by a hill, explains this circumstance 
(It a satisfactorj' manner. May, 11, yiii. 

' t Muller, m; iii. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

.Frtderk of Austria — Friburgers — Death of 
Erlach — Jibert of Austria — Death of the 
Empeier Lewis — CharksW. succeeds — Plague 
— Attempt upon Zuric — Zuric joins thf 
Confederacy — War with Austria — Siege cf 
Zuric — Duplicity of ^iteen Agnes -— Hostilities 
renezeed — Glaris accedes to tlie Coiifederaof — 
Dastardljf Conduct of Brim— Zug — Beneaml 
cf tlu War against Zuric— Truce. 

trnAP. -XHE conduct of the Berners on tfaii 
VIII. memorable occasion was dictated by the 
iounde»t policy. The momeBt was {xropi- 
tious for the accomplishment of th^ deag& 
They felt the advantages of their situation, 
wid wisely resolved to pursae tbem. The 
baron of Burgendorf had shown himself one 
of the most active supporters of the hostile 
'league. He was, in consequence, selected 
by the gallant republicans 98 the £rst victim 

of 
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#f thsif Fesentqient, A detachment was sent caAP.^ 
to invest his castle, which surrendered im- viii, 
mediately upon the death of it's owner, who 
was killed by mi arrow at the beginning of 
the «ege. Various pwedatory incureiona were ' 

successively made upon tiie territories of 
Burgdorf and Nidau, their haughty lords 
having deservedly incurred ti\e displeasure 
of Berne, by attempting to intercept the 
provisions destined for her markets. So pre- 
valent indeed was this system among thei 
ba£3ed adherents of aristocracy, that she 
found it requisite to send out flying parties 
to scour the country, in order to keep open 
the communication with the vaUies of 
Unterwaldeu, whence diiefly were drawn 
her supplies. 

The ensuing campaign was opened, on the 1340. 
■iade of Berne, by a successful attack on the 
town o£ Htttwil, a place of consequence be- 
loQging to the Kyburg family. From the 
terror excited by their triumphant arms, little 
oppaation was made to their progress. Fri- 
burg first recovered ftora the universal panic. 
Frederic of Austria, with that part of bis 
i^theE^ dominion* which lay contiguous to 
3witzerhuidt 
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CH-AP. Switzerland, inherited that extreme httred- 
VII- toward every republicart constitution, which 
has invariably characterised his entire iamily- 
Uiiwilling as yet to take a decided part 
a^inst the confederated cantons, he pon- 
fined himself to surreptitious attacks ; per 
mitting his vassals to enlist under every ban- 
nfer that was displayed against the cause of 
freedom. Actuated by such motives, he 
could not but observe the conduct of the 
Friburgers with secret satisfaction ; and, lest 
the dormant flame should expire from want 
of" aliment, he cherished it with positive 
' assurances of his powerful interference. Mean- 
while his subjects flocked to the defence of 
the city, in case it should be attacked ; and 
by their martial ' ardour inspired such ani- 
mation into their new allies, that they at 
length took courage to venture without their 
ramparts. During one of these excursions, 
they fell in with a. small detachment from the 
garrison of Laupen, when an encounter took 
place, in which twenty -two of the Berners 
were left dead on the field. Elevated with tliis 
temporary success, the Friburgers- returned 
jh triumph : but the hour -of retribution 
• was 
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was at hand. Eflach prepared to revenge ciia^- 
ihe affront; and having completed the neces- ^'m^; 
sary preparations, left Eerne, with a select 
body of troops, at the close ofd.iy. Finding 
himself, at sun-rise, within sight of Fnburg, 
he placed his infantry in ambuscade in the 
adjacent woods, and advanced with his cavalry 
close to the ramparts, laying waste the 'farms 
and carrying away the cattle.' The Austrian^ 
commander took fire at the insult, and called 
the garrison' to arms. A-sally was resolved on* 
and the giites being suddenly throwii' open, • 
they issued forth. The Berners. retreated in 
apparent disorder, leaving a few ftragglers be^ 
hind. Hurried forward by their impetuosity, 
the Friburgers pursued with intemperatfe ar- 
dour, till having drawn them to the spot wbero 
his infantry lay concealed, Erlach gave thfe 
appointed signal by a flouinsh with his sword. 
The Berbers appeared, and in their -turn 
became the assailants. Unprepai-ed for re- 
sistance, the -enemy was struck witli dismay. 
Their retreat was cut "off. Nd quarter was 
^iven. Seven hundred fell upon the field of 
battle. Others' perished in attempting to pass 
the bridge, or before the gates,' which in the 
' ' general 
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CHAP, general confusion were ihut against the jugn 
^ VI II. tiveg. Erlach's vengeance was complete, and 
he once more entered Berne amid the acelft' 
mations of his applauding countrymen *. Such 
was the last public act of this extraordinary 
man; for he now retired from all official «- 
tuations, to pass ^e remainder of bis dajs in 
; honourable repose. Henceforth declimo^ all 
civil employments, he dedicated his time to 
rural sports and agricultaral impraveitierFU. 
.If ever in the sequel he toc^ up arma^ it was 
otily in the quality of a private knight ; for 
he nevw again appeared at the head of as 
Jinny. 

We have hitherto admired Erlach in tba 
character of a ivarrior alone. To the intff 
grtty of his private conduct the ccmfideDCe 
of his enemies bears honourable testimony. 
Rudolph of Niday> who fbH at t^ battis 
of Laupen, lelt two sons, boUi minors at 
the time of his death. Amidst the tumuH 
of war the choice <^ a proper guardian iot 
the in&nt princes was aa oi)jeot of tb* 
highest (Joocem. The house of Netich^elr 

JStatler, n. Ma;, 11. ix. 

whlct 
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wli'tch they were nearly allied, was tinequalCHAP-, 
to the arduous task. To commit them to the^^"\ 
care of a fiweign prince, in an age when juftice 
was not always lAie concomitant of power, was' 
u^perimenttoodangerotistobetried. Inthis 
dilemma, the aame.of Erlach presented itself 
to tbe imagination, with all it's splendid ac- 
irampaniments of military taients and social - 
virtues. Unanimous approbation crowned thtt 
proposal ; and, overtures being made through 
the bishop of Bile, he was at length pre' 
mled upon to undertake the sacred charge, 
"nuit the leader of the hostile bands fhould . 
have been selected as guardian to the chil- 
dren of one, whom he had slaih in battle^ 
is an eveiU: unparalleled in the annals of htH 
roan virtue; and confers a reputation of ihh 
tegrity, to which perhaps, among the heroes 
ef Mitlquity, Aristides alone attained. Few 
men ever enjoyed a fairer prospect of closing 
their eyes in peace. But a monster existed la 
his own family, in whofe savage breast neither 
tile venerable character of the aged warrior, 
fior all the softer train of domestic chariti»^ 
*ere capable of exciting a sentiment of re- 
^ct. This monster was the husband of his 
daughter. 
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CHAP, daughter. John of Rudentz being on a visit 
^viir. |.Q i^jg father-in-law, some dispute accidentally 
arose about the payment of the marriage-por- 
tion ; and the arguments on both sides being 
supported with unbecoming warmth, the sa- 
vage at length seized, a sword, and plunged it 
into Erlach's bosom*. It was the very sword 
which had been so often drawn in detenge of 
his conntr}% and which the hoary chief pre-: 
^rved with religious veneration, as -a trophy 
ef his youthful prowess. The wound was 
fetal. The assassin fled ; pursued, like "CalnJ 
by the hatred and -execrations of manitind, 
wherever patriotism, was an object of admi- 
ration, valour of applause, or age of respect; 
His fate is, however, uncertain. It appears 
indeed from existing documents, -that he did 
not long survive this atrocious deed, as w4 
' find mention made of hi* wife Margaretta 
under the character of awido^t» We ard 
also farther informed, tlmt the tidings of thiif 
melancholy event no sooner reached Bernej 
than the.impresMon of horror became univer- 
«.!. Actuated by one commoli impulse, the 

• TUis m^lanclwlv CT.ent took pliWQ in 1360. , 
indignant 
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indignant populace set out in search of ihecHApv 
parricide, who had embraed his hands in the viii. 
blood of tfieir common parent. But whether 
he fdl by tlie jswQril of aven^ng friendship, 
or "paid the forfeit of his crimes jbo public 
justice^ is a problem, which it is impossibly 
now to reserve*: .,,.•, ■> 

The sfeTore losses sustained by the Friburg- 
fers reduced theif strength to such a degree, 
that thbir.' adversaries at length. entertained 
serious hopes of getting possession of die 
town. In a few days after the- last battle they 
presented themaelves before it with a'formi-* 
dable forcej hili'ned the suburbs, and set fire 
to 'a bridge which communicated with the 
city, the greater part of which Avas built of 
\vood. ' The flames spread ivith an alarming 
rapidity, aftd the destruction of the , citj^ 
appeared inevitable. But by the spiriteci 
exertions of the citizens, the flames were-, 
extinguished, and JFrlburg sav^d^ Frustrated 
in this design," ti»e Berbers contented them- 
selves with laying waste the open country^ 
and carrying off what in those days of simc 

_., . ,,. .,-• Mull?r, II. iii. 
» Vol. I. B B plicity' 
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CHAP. pHcity was deemed a vaiuable booty, Thew 
v ^'- predatory incursions were directed on every 
side with indiscrunioate fury. Whoever in- 
curred the suspicion of having favoured the 
league was selected for exemplary chastise- 
ment. The barons were insulted in their 
castles. Too weak to venture beyond the 
walls, or to afford the miallest assistance to 
their pillaged dependrats, they experienced 
die bitterest humiliation which a haughty 
aristocracy can undergo, the insults of ple- 
beian pnde. Neither was external aggresuoa 
' the only evil with which they were threatened ; 
for no sooner were these petty tyrants seen 
timidly -shrinking within their ramparts, than 
their vassals ceased to consider them as the 
delegates of divinity. The charm was broken ; 
and respect waS converted to contempt, when 
fliey discovered that the idol which they so 
long had worshipped was farmed only of clay 
like, themselves. 

Though seclnded from tiie world tn tho 
convent which she founded at Kontgsfeldeo, 
and apparently indifferent to all terrestrial 
pursuits, tlie pious Agnes still beheld the 
progress of Berne with a jealous eye, and 
. trembled 
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trembled in secret fiwr the glory of hfer &mlty. chap. 
i^oritwas now evident, that the projects of ^ ^^^ 
that aspiring republic \^ere ilo longer confined 
to defensive operations, but that her ambitidn 
expanded with h« power. Besides, the'honse 
(rf Austria was so completely exhausted by 
her warlike exertions that nothing but per- 
manent peace could heal the wouiid. Con- 
cealing^ therefore, her ambitious }Hrojects 
under the clok^ of devotion and humanity^ 
she now ckmb forw&rd Uke an intervening 
angel, to mediate for the happiness of man- 
kind*. By her interpoation an armistice was 
concluded between Berne a|id Friburg for 
the limited period of seven weeks ; in hopes 
that, during that short intervfd oi repose, 
some efifectoal steps might be taken toward a 
general pacificatiorii 

The flames of war were, htf wever, iar from 
being extinguished by this partial suspension 
of hostJUties. Most of the Helvetic states 
indeed wei% either actually in the £^, or, 
preparing by new alliances for the approaching 
campaign. 

* Steltler, 

B B fi Meanwhile 
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Z^J} • e rtdeivoar s for! the re-establlshment of , peace" 
AH: the inflnence, : which age and misfortune 
combining with elevated rank and ostentatious* 
pietyi Tv:ero calculated ta ^inspi'^) "was . em- 
ployed with sach active zeal, that a coi^£ss 
was', at length appDiutetl to meet, in which, all 
partitis showing' an equal' 4esire qf reconoli- 
ation; a peace ..was speedily efiEected, The 
ancient alttance betvtueen Berne, and Fnb«i;g 
■was;;renewed. ■. Favoncabie conditional weip 
g«mted to the young couiits of Nidauj pa 
oonsideration of Ejlach's Services ; and -the 
, treaty between Soleure 4nd. 3erne, wjiicb hftd 
hirtierto, been limited to ^a siwt periojjj, ,wa» 
rendCTBd'.|)erpettiaL*i. ;.;,.. ...') • . :: .• .; . 
i Scarcely, however, had tJie. ■widotiwd: qmfv 
succeeded in her attempt, .tbaAAn^ev'ctnt twk 
jdace. wlrich i^iun' iobscuffed the. poUtitfil bf^- 
zon. , Byi.jriie; untimely 4eblh ot" Fredwic^ 
LeopoldLthe wbble of ^be Aiistriap tiJomiDipri^ 
Wjere,'<^nce:iBo« wiiM.iji -^he 'person ' ktf 
^Mwhrt:-.. ■.:■■- ■ ■■■ >. ,,r, . 

» Stcttier. M.y, If. ix. 
f Tschudi, V. May, II. x. . 
fji!.i'.r.;i;u,. i .. ;i The 
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'., The electioftof*^ chfeftotHffVacfantenipiTee't^Af? 
Bdemed 't^ tlifeateh -Europe with freSh' fccm-J^^ 
viitsions. "The death of Lewis, in ail proba- J349. 
bilfty,deUvered his 'country ?r6'm the most 
drfeadful calamities ; as a party was' already 
fomed to overturn his government, 'which 
could only havfe been queried by a civil war*. 
■Gharles, king of Bohemia, was opposed'by 
the -papal faction to the deceased emperor^ 
hatnng been • elected king - of ^lie it^manS 
during- the Vifk of his predecessor -f-.. This" 
dignity, indeed, was purchased by the most 
huitniHating fconeessions to the see of Ko'mei 
Neither ^%efe' the -electoral votes exempt' froni 
a Suspitaon of venality. ■ Charles was the sow 
off that venerable monarch wh6 fell at the 
battle of Crec)', and fead bfeen educated at 
thfe coUift of FraiJ^, where he distinguislied 
hiia'self by his personal accomplishments and 
roilitai^ talents. But the rhearis which were 
ertiployed to promote his election, joined to 
his political attachments, rendered liim so ' 
Hnpo'pular that a violent opposition took place 
upoii the deAth of Lewis, notwithstanding 

• Schraidt,.VI.lI. vii, .; .. , :, 

+ May, II. X. 
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pHAF. the hi^ dignity which he had previoil^ly 
Tin. obtauied. A cUet was in conseqqeoce held at 
Cologne, when the imperial crown waa ten- 
dered to Edward III. king of Eagland, whQ 
was at that time in the full career of his 
victories agamst the house of Valms, and was. 
hy &r the most illustnous {urince in Oiiristen- 
dom. Edward is s^d to have been daz^d 
by the brilliancy of the offer, and to havQ 
requested time for reflection. Meanwhile, be 
sent the earl of Northampton to examine into 
^he real situation of Germany. But his repor^ 
proving qnsatis&ctory, he defined the peril- 
ous appointment. No encomiums which we 
pan bestow upon the memory of this great 
man can give additional ^lendor to his 
name. Bu^ we cannot refiwn frcmi observing 
that it is no common thing in a prince, by 
nature ambitious and &xui of war, to reject a 
situation aiTording so fair aii opportunity of 
humbling an hereditsiry rival. Jt is an 
instance of prudence seldom to be met with 
in the character of a, hero. Disapppinted io 
their expecmtiojis of oppoang so formidable 
a competitor to the Bohemian monarch, the 
electors had recourse to mauy of the German 
princes. 
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prlnoes. But those who from their inheritedcuAP^ 
strength might most reasonably have mdalged_ ^"l*. 
& hope of supporting the gUttering burden 
with reputation, unaiumously refused to en* 
gage in so hazardous a contest ; while those 
of inferior rank shrunk with conscious inability 
from the undertaking. Thus, from want of 
a rival, Charles found himflelf quietly seated 
upon the imperial throne *. The history of 
the Helvetic confederacy is so closely don* 
nected with that of the German empire, that - 
we have thought it necessary to enter into tho 
foregoing detaib ; though the event which 
they record was productive of no immediate 
change in the destiny of Switzerland. 

But an evil of another nature, and &r more 
destructive in it's consequences than even the 
scourge of war, threatwied not only Switzer- 
land, but every part of Europe with derasta* 
tion. After a series of earthquakes, more i349* 
tremendous than any which this fiivoured 
quarter of the globe had been previously 
doiimed to experience, a most destructive 
pestilence spread it's ravages from the shore* 

< Schmi^t^ Geschicht« der Deutscben, VIII. viti. 
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CHAP.of the Mediterranean to the banks ofthe£If»; 
^'"- This virulent malady is described by Bom 
Cacio, himself a spectator of it's desolating 
rapidity, in those vivid ccdours which form 
the characteristic beauty of his writings. To 
him we must refer the inquisitive, reader for a 
more minute, detail, confining ourselves "eoT 
tirely to it's, effects on the population oi 
Helvetia. In Bale ^one upward of twelfe 
thousand persons are said to have penshedin 
a few weeks ; and by it's entire operation one 
third of tlie inhabitants of Switzerland are 
supposed to have been swept away*. 
, A calamity, like this, was peculiarly calcur 
lated to produce the most opposite sensations in 
^ theminds of men, whose. religion, the resuUof 

habit, consisted entirely in external ceremonies, 
fiome, weakly believing the end of the wxirkl 
*o be approaching, -and that the destruction 
of the human race had been decreed as a just 
punishment for their transgressions, gave way 
to every excess in which passions the most 
licentious could .- indulge ; alle^ng, in excu^ 
for their disorderly , conduct, that it wo«k| 

• May, II. X.' 
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be folly to neglect enjoying the small rem-CHAP* 
nant of life tHat was left. -Others, eqiiaHy . ^ _j^V. 
inconsequent, thought tlie \'engeance of o^ 
fended Heaven could only be appeased by the 
■efFasion of hUman blobdi' The unforSunate 
race of people, who Imd been so long the ob^ 
jects of popular calumny, were again selected 
for peFsecution ; and an event, prbdut^ed by a 
secret combination- of natural causes, vak 
inmost universally attributed to the analevot- 
ience of the Jews/ 'Accused of poisoning- tile 
Ispriiigs^and adulte ratings every article of food; 
they fell by-thousands the .devoted victims of 
popular indignation. In vain-'the constituted 
ftuthprities attempted to protect those ujifer^- 
tunate wretches. The arm of justice was too 
■feeble to'cbhtend against thfef'ufy of an in- .c^r,: 
fdtuated mob. Many instances might- be 
selected to show, that magistrates of resect* 
able charnGters- *^re comjjefled'to pasSUehi 
tence upon prisoners, -of 'wbose inrifiic^rfei 
they were fully persuaded. ' Baptisiii-of'deaSI'i 
were the only alffernatives. If thfey hesit^di 
they were dragged -to the stake, '-and 4hei% 
treated even in. the ag.(4nie.Su,of deat,b, i^ith 
every indignity which ferocious higotryixddia 
■-'■-'■ suggest. 
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CUAP. suggest. With tlieir dying eyes they beh«M 
VIII. their infant children receiving the mystic sign 
of Christianity from the hands of an exulting 
priest, and thus constrained to become mem- 
bers of a sect, against which their prejudices 
were not likely to be softened by Uie inhu- 
inanity of it's ministers *. 

Meanwhile Charles established bis aU" 
tbority on a solid foundation. Many of tb« 
princes, who at first opposed his elevation, 
were conciliated by his munificence ; and 
the Helvetic states were induced to acqmesce 
in his government, by the ratification of their 
late conquests. Among these the town oT 
La'upen was included, with other imperial 
fiefs. 
>35o. The long-pending contest between the 
monks of Einsiedlen and the canton of 
Schweitz, which had served as a pretext for 
the first war between Austiia and Switzerland, 
and had long bafiHed the united efforts of 
the spiritual and secular jurisdictitms, was at 
length terminated by the benevolent exertions 
of the Abbot of Dissentis, The limits of 

• Stumpf. XII. Tschudi, V. Barre, Histoire 
d'Allemagne, IV. 
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iAkit respective territories being ascertained phap^ 
with precision, the champions of Helvetic li- viii. 
berty were ^wolved from those interdicts, "•' 
which, (considering the bigotry of the age,) 
they had borne with a fortitude that did 
}iQnour to their understandings *, . 
, Rudqlph Brun continued long to enjoy the 
confidence of his fellow-citizens, and governed 
Zuric, during fourteen years, with credit tO' 
himself and advantage to his country. It is 
in the nature of all popular governments, that 
diatinguished merit should be exposed to envy ; 
^d this is peculiarly the destiny of men who 
have been instrumental in promoting revolu- 
tions or reforming abuses. We C4noot wonder, 

♦ It was fortunate for thecause of humaiiiry that tlie 
sufieTstitioa of the times set apurt any season of the yeiir 
for the exclusive practice of religious duties, during 
whicb the exercife of arms was i'orbiddcn under the 
heaviest penalties. As yet, the fiat of the churcli was 
untju^tioaed ia ecclesiastical affairs. So that men, to 
whom murder wa* a pastime when preleutet^ under the 
attractive form of war, ftiKw aside the cuirass during the 
forty days of Lent, and ' persuaded themfelves that they 
were perfonning aa acceptable Gcrvice to the Almighty, 
iQ suspending their vengeance daring that period of pe> 
nitence, and postpoi^ing the executioa of their ferocious 
designs to a season, which is more calculated than any 
other in the christian calendar to inspire mercy. 

therefore. 
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cTh'af'J therefore, if the portrait of &rtih shouM 
jll}liy^ represented under different colours, ac^ 
eordirigly as the principles df his biograph^i^ 
tinctured thei;* pencil. The state, howevk/ 
ovor which -ftie presided,' was certainly nerer 
more flourisliing than during the brilHaht 
|»eridd of his admmistration ; and perhaps, 
HI estimating thfe" "characters of f^ublic men, 
Ao juster criterion can be adopted. By the 
Opposite fiiotiori he is accysed of haring a^ed 
i/Ui\ arbjlrury ■ violence,^ and sacrificed tlfe 
interests <)f his country to views ofpririitfe' 
femolument. ' ■' - 

- That of all theforra^ of human policy ■aA 
eligarcKy is in general the most oppressive and 
corrupt, is a position, which requires, little 
illustration. ..% those,, at least, who -■; ate 
acqaainred \rith tlie constitutions of * Genoa 
|fi^ of Venice, it will hardly be controverted. 
%,- extending the rights of, election :to a 
W^er eit-cle- of citizens Brun rendered anVs- 
s|ntial .seiyj^' to the community. The.con- 
■•iMM^t.-f^postiofl. which he experienced ipall 
his pla^^ of-refofrfi, and the dan^rs to which ■ 
feTf^^r^'^^^i^^'^ -f''''?^ *^^ secret rnachinations, 
■ oT his finemieg^,«iighl;. exasperate a tempep 
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Kablerito irritability^ and'iniiuce ^im-W^api^QM^j^ 
amore r^orous system than would^bfe .pef "^^^/^;^ 
fectly reconcileable with the strict rtileS of jus- 
tice during a. period of ddttestic tranqultUty/ 
But; whatever may have beeij the motived 
which -influeriCed his actidni.it is toitbe^o 
lenits and-exertiona ©f this. extraordinary niarf 
ti*c the members of the H6lt^etr6<onl«defaoji* 
we*« in a.gi-eafclweasure indebted* for dieihi^jl* ' 
pine* and ^ospesity -Which *h6y 'enj©yg(J» ^ . 
Nothing' fehort' <rf- the 'deciiiive -pr^ndemiWlryi 
which Zunc obfaiined by tthe 'prudence *iiMrfll 
the fnergy 'of ;his adminfstnttitfnf.Cfeuld^lrafi'Qi 
secured th&'lit/ertios (^Switzerland.'' 'i^jintiif 
the pointf'of upiwi round whlel>.-aH' iim eeiti4 
tens .rallied.': *. formidable- were- tiie/lilerit^o^ 
Sdi\(«ilz jn^thehoUi»^<>f IJattie-.''' WMi &&f-^|* 
pefttesity/whiGli ndthirig eoblil^l'eaist; difl*?hi* 
shepherds «f ^'Uri-and Unfierwalden f{(kii--'4GWrtV 
from their native mountams. Rit-w4iite-hft^^ 
ifttheit'sequeslerediValhesVa lialSoh ■rff'hei'^s- 
inen was bufclitl^e ca-lculafeed'tcf fhke' th^ fead*^ 
in a grdat^pdliticai asfiocfat('oii;'Dr to 'Ntrfeet'tbg' 
jsprings oii-hieh ■ giiide .tfi(?"C*«ffirpI?eatf^r m^! 
(Jiffle cif S- federative goverhrKen*. --Itfeli^ 
n&'meghS-cpur object -to' exculpate '-Bnin-fAtin' 



hyGoogIc 



8^ ' HELVETIC kE^nBtlCtl. 

CHAP.thti imputation of tyranny. Bat ciandoii^ 
VIII. obliges UB to acknowledge, that we discover 
nothing in the behaviour of his enemies 
which can ins^nre a belief that they wele in- 
fluenced by purer tiiotives. If the rigour of 
one was dictated by h spirit. o£ revenge, or by 
the interested suggestions of personal ambK 
tjon, the opposition of the other was certaunlj 
the ef&ct of disappointed pride. The ill sue 
cess of their former attempt had ta^ht the 
partisans of aristocracy that they had little 
to expect from the concurrence of their (sU 
low-citiaeos, who« notwithstanding ^ pre< 
tended severity of Bruri, appear to have 
been sincerely attached to his person. Their 
only hope of recovering their foiteer conae' 
quence was derived from tHe support of 
foreign powers; nor could this be eflvcted 
without as«issinating the leaders of tiie de* 
mocratic taction. 

Instances are not wanting in lustdfy, ia 
which the most heinous crimes have been me.^ 
tamorphosed into virtues by the perverted 
principles of party-prejudice, and bigot aeal^ 
Even the massacre of Saint Bartholomiw^ 
that atrocious instance of Gallic perfidy, he- 
came 
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eame an object of triumph; and was celebrated chap. 
at Rome with all th^ ostentation of religious ^i"- 
pageantry, as an acceptable sacrifice to the 
God OF Merct. Perhaps the present anec- 
dote may be of a similar description. For it 
would be cruel to suppose, tliat a large body 
of men, who had been taught by the chival- 
jtms notions of. the age to consider honour as 
an idol, at whose shrine every other duty 
must be sacriiced, should gratuitously ordain 
the slaughter of hundreds of their fellow- 
creatures, or be able to ^rsuade thenuelveA, 
that so barbarous «n action was c<Hisistentwith 
the tenets of that romantic creed. 

Having TBgulate4 their plan, and established 
a private corr^pondence with the disaiiected, 
they imparted tlie secret to the count of Haps* 
burg, ofifenng to cancel all existing mortgages, 
provided he would assist in restoring d^ 
ancient consUtution. The hearts of princes 
are seldom more callous to the saggestioas of 
interest, than those of less extdted pei^onages. 
The proposal was readily accepted, though a 
tfuce actually subsisted at that time between 
Zurift and Ri^perswyl. The count, however, 
endeavoured 
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CttAPJfldeahfOuredto reconcile this breach "of publiiS 
J'^^^- faith, by ihat e^sf system of political casuistry 
*hich' we so -often detect in the annals of a 
ecftirt ; pretending thitfthe. death 6f his fo-- 
iher, who fell atGrunWu, remainedstillunre-^ 
«eng*d, ManJ^ore of the independent ba- 
rons engaged'* in the enterprise ; and a day 
■waS'fixed 'foji'tiie execation of tiiis esiecrable 
project- ■■*8mall bodieis of trobps were intro^ 
dueed'iini) the-lbtvjj, diegoiscd like peasants.; 
while a ia!0n8iderab>le~:![brea ^fas privately as-: 
iiefflbled;in'-th&-: convent of Einaedlen. Vew 
ttls wdp*;-also' ptepared under various pre- 
tences, eithef to assist in the attack,' hi: to aU 
^rd'tbe means of escaping;'tf the attempt 
diouHtjproVe aborhVe*. ■ But what appears th^ 
mcfiti^ixtraoirdinaty circumstance in the wholff 
t#iHua<^onns, although upward -of seven huii'' 
dtfki '"persons - wwe privy (o the conspiracvt 
tiie mqst in»iolab!e secrecy was preserved till 
the ¥er^ hour of it's bemg carried into execu--- 
•itfiO, - :0n~l:he day preceding, Ulric of Bon^ 
slelten '&m*'ed witli a'numerous retinue, un-i 
cierthe! pretest of j-isitihg a near relation* 
irfK* had devoled-iierself to a rnonitstic life* 
L.. . . ... ' The 



by Google 



HELV'ETIC RfiPtJBlilCS. 385 

'The count of Hapsburg followed the same chap. 
-evening ; nor was a plausible ' reason wanting v'l 1 1 . 
to disguise the real motive of his journey. 

The son was already set, and the conspira- 
tors were prepared. A large lK>dy of cavaliy, 
assembled near the gatfes, waited only for the 
appoiAted signal, to^ commence- the work of 
slaughter. -The leaders of the democratic 
party had closed their eyes to sleep, never 
more (as their enemies believed) to open them 
to the light of heaven. At this momentous 
-crisis, when the fate of Zuric sfeemed decided 
■for ever, thecoiint of Toggenbul-g was seized 
with a sudden panic, or struck with remorse 
at the atrocity- of the projected deed. Ac- 
<:ompanied by a few attendanta he hastened 
to the port, ahd embarked in the first vessel 
which he could procure. Surprised at the ap* 
ptearance of an unknown knight \n complete 
armour at that late hour, the boatmdn ex- . 
amined him with scrutinizing attention. Sus- 
pecting that his country was in danger, he 
resolved to alarm the magistrates. 

His only difficulty was how-to dispose of 
the passengers ; but after some hesitation, he 
embraced the hardy project of oversetting the 
■ Vot. I. C c , boat. 
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CHAP. boat, and Uusting to Provitfeno^ for th* 
VIII. event. Throwing biioself therefore into the 
lake, he swam to tUe ^hore, leaving the help- 
- iess strangers to sink under the wei^t «f 
their arnja. Nearly at the ^vae tiioe a bak«r'» 
boy, who had overheard a conv»sat»»i c^ 
the conspirators, o^ied intell^ence to the 
Iturgomaster, that the city i^fts iiUed with- 
firmed men. Bmn immediately ran to th^ 
town-hpuse, where he barrt^adbed himself ti^ 
\tis friend* could Qy to his asastance. Tin 
alarm-bell rang, ^e tumult became gepe" 
rail and the gloom of night increased th^ 
universal horror. Finding themselves disco- 
v»ed, the iosurgpnts seized their arms, and 
rushing into the .greets, Fasolved to die like 
soldiers- The air resounded with the cries 
of vengeance, and the groans of death. 
^n>id the confu^n and darkness, ineadu 
\«ere with .difficulty distinguished froo* foes. 
Priests, women, m'Haka, meehaui(», ^w to 
the defence of their country, while the very 
children threw down tiles, fcom ^e hoa«« 
"Upon the heads of thp trartors- Convinced 
that all resistance was vai«, the coxisfm^aa 
attempted to gain th^if hio«t% kaviag Bon* 
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BtrtWB and the count of HapsbuFg 'to tbeCHAE. 
mercy of their enemies. Many fell in tbe^_ ^^ ' 
retreat, or perished in the lake ; while seve- 
ral were taken, and died by tlw huid» of the 
executioners*. 

Brun is accused of having 4ulU6d histnunipb ' 
by cruelty-. Far be it froBb m to attempt a 
justification of the inhuman, or the proud! 
We feel for the distresses of our fellow-crea- 
tures, and view the violence of the mighty 
with an'indignant eye. But such, alas! af>> 
pears to be the nature of great political 
revolutions. 

Having chastised the traitMS with eseifl- 
pkry severity, Bran thought the moment 
favourable to revenge binMolf on his external ' 
foea. For this purpose he sumnioned his ali- 
lies of Sha^rhauaen to take the field, and {}ut<- 
ting himself at the head of the combined 
ftnrces appeared before the gates of Ne^f . 
Bapperswyl,tJie usual rendezvous of the hostile 
party. The resiatadce which he experiffljced 
*ra8 trifling. After a siege of three days 
the inlmbitants cjqHtolated, upon receiving a 

*Mnll«,U.iT. Sti«ppf*VI. Tscliudi, V. 

-CCS promise 
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pHAP'. promise that their lives and property should 
T'M- be spared. The March, a narrow neck of 
land near the shores of the lake, soon followed 
theii" ex8mpl&-; and the conquerors returned 
in triumph, after razing the town of Old Rap- 
pferswyl, which w^ likfewise taken without op- 
position! BrunfeiweTerwas still of opinion, 
that nothing material was effected toward the 
permanent security of Zuric so long as New 
Rapperswyl continued to afford a safe asylum 
to the disaffected;^ No sooner had he resolved 
■upon it's- destruction, than the sentence was 
executed, and the misemblc inhabitants, in 
direct violation of the capitulation, wpre dri- 
ven from their paternal abodes*. 

So flagrant a breach of public faith af- 
forded ample scope for the^ enemies of Brun 
to blacken his character by the most injurious 
imputations ; whik the distcnsolate - exiles 
filled the neighbouring courts with complaints 
and lamenitations, calling loudly for yeoj^-r 
ance on the perfidious, foe. Zuric' was now 
■represented as a city,: on ■ inAich do tie was 
binding, but iwliiich sackifiepd every principle 
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of justice aiid ,bttmaftity:';at the insatiate ciiapj 
shrine of interest;. ;■ ii -i ' . ^^}'t 

■ Albert: hhd .lontg. ivaifeffid -tfitli Impatience 
for mopjioTitunitv of crushing the' Helveticj 
states. Th'e moment^seemed propitious, and 
he resolved to embnloe iti' iForgetting that 
the -count, of Hapihiirg,vhad been .the ag- ■'^-' 
gressor^lhe complaii^d iriithp bitterest terms 
of .the tEeachery ofAZurit; Isvitin^;, .his nu?- 
meroua aiiiesitQ 'nmtefar-tJie dcstructioii of 
that dfengeroosi common^vealth. „The pro- 
posal coincided tod ^■e\l With tile, prejudices 
and intereSlis ©f tins,' aristocratic filction. tc/ 
meeti' . iivith an^ untaaourabie' hesring-i.- ..A 
coalition ^was inimediately forn^ed, whitih; was 
continually braDchingjf6rtk>int.o fresh rami- 
ficatioits ;'so. .that the fate, of Zuric became, 
every day niore precarious. In this crisis 
of . dariger prudence . pointed out one <mly 
iesouite, .and directed the attention and 
wishes bf the devoted burghers to an al- 
liance with a people, who had already 
triumphed in the same glorious cause. De- 
puties '..-were accordingly despatched with, 
the .most, pressing solicitations to the forest- 
c^feensi aftd a treaty was concluded without 
.. . ; c c 3 delay j 
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CHAP, del&y; for. few arc the impediinents to be 
^ ^" [vsurmounted when integrity and confidence 
form the baaU of negotiation. Out of res- 
pect, however, to the dignity of an impenal 
. city, precedence waa allowed to Zuric in the 
confederacy. The act was signed in the 
*35*- beginning of Ma}', with the usual restric- 
tions respecting feudal claims. The Jirst 
article regarded the Ihmts, zmtbin which the 
ttnion was to be circumscribed ; and they were 
accordingh/ confined to the country between 
Wtetiat and the Rhiney the Aar, and th* 
Thur. Should any of the contracting parties 
engage in fto!<tiUties beyond those bmtndaries, 
the other members of the confederacy were at 
liberty to act a* their incUnatioa might 
prompt. But within, this district their troops 
were obliged to march at the first summons^ 
and were to be maiata^/ted in the field at the 
espeme. cf fherr respective state*. Yet if 
either of tiie confederate cities should be be- 
sieged, it was then ftffced tofuraisk supphe* 
to the garrison, thou^ composed of soldiers 
fmm the other cantons. The allies stiH farther 
covenanted to employ all the mean* in their 
power to obtain, redress for each otSer, in the 
' . : ' event 



hyCooglc 



HEllimiC ftEFTTBLlCS. 39' 

reeni iff their reeeifmg art^ real ttyury, tven chap. 
i^tmd thoK spec^ boundi. Sfmuld <"y . ^^"\ 
^uputes arise among themselves, deputies- were 
immedfaieiy t» asaembk at Eimiedleafor fAenr 
mmct^ adjustment ; but if either party per^ 
mted absfmately in ttt* pretenrnm, the a^air 
ffiro* to be referred (o. the d^mtive judgment 
^ fte arbiieatorss chosen expresahf Jbr that 
purpose. CrimtJiah were to be maHiaily givefi 
ttp, the mfotent they teere cimmed : mr were 
any appeals to be made, or dmundatunw 
tarrkd^ to any eeclesiastiad tribunal. The 
fwest-Cantom engaged to support the nem 
jgomntment <^Zuric. But in order tn render, 
this treaty an o^ect of still greater import- 
mice by recalling it continnalUf to the pttUic 
attention, it was farther enacted, that U 
^oidd be renewed every ten years with strik- 
ing tokmnity s though the amission of this 
txremonyt if unacoid^/k, was in no wise to 
mvaUdate the <dlitace *. , 

It is curious okough to conipare the con* ' 
ose and simple atyle, employed by thd 
Helvetic stat^ in leguloting the conditions 

• Tschudi, VI. Stompf. Vi 
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CH A P. of their federative aBsbciation," with the 
^^ii- verbose and complex forms of modern d^o- 
macy. At that time the union of nations 
was efiected in nearly as few words «s hare 
since been wasted to enumerate the dignities 
of a Spanish plenipotentiaiy. The ctiaract^ 
of the Swiss was <guilele^s as it was* biare.' 
Thedt' virtuea . were the growth of nature, 
their expresaiona sitnple,; their habits- of life 
unpolished. But in the hour of danger thc^ 
displayed an unshaken fortitude, which must 
entitle them to the admiradon ofi-'poBteti^ 
so Icng as an asylum shall be left few: libeEty, 
where it iisafe for the historian to comme- 
morate the struggles of- a free people, and to 
hold them .up to mankind as esamples to 
nnitate. and to. revere. 

No sooner -viias Albert .made acquainted 
with' this transaction, tltaii , he resolved, by. 
accelerating '.hi3^|H*eparations,. to check the 
evil before it had spread 'too widely. Deter- 
raining however to persewere in the system 
of dissimulation which he had hitiieBto prac- 
tised witii succe^ he retreiwd the delegate 
of Zuric, who were sent to congratulate 

liim 
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him on his arrival at Bruck* with the most chap. 
gratifying appearances of courtesy *- ^' ^ ^J\.. 

• 'Albertwassixty-threcyearsof age when he 
sDcceeded to the Austrian dominions; Elnd is 
represented, by many of- the GermaD writers; 
as. a prince of distinguished virtues. His per^ 
son was manly and dignified, and his under-^ 
standing, naturally strong, had been improved 
by literary pursuits. His equity, his humanity, 
and his modtration, have likeiffLse afforded am^ 
pie themes for paneg3rric. But if we refer to 
his actions, the only just criterion upon which 
a>rational dpinion can be founded, the portrait 
appears drawn with a very flattering pencil; 
for unliess rashness be a symprtom of courage, 
obstinacy a mark (rf perseverance, and severity 
a characteristic of justice, it will be in vain to 
search after tluMc splendid endowments which 
the venal pen of adulation has so lavishly 
bestowed. 

. Albert was no sooner convinced that tho 
current of popular opinion was fevourable ^ to 
his pi'ojects tbonhe threw aside the mask. 
The piteous tale of the Rapperswyllers* had 

« Muller, n. IV. 

made 
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OQAP. Aiade i strong impression ', which was artfoUy 
^^''^^•. increased by his aecret emi^aries. Finding 
himself at length prewired for action, he il^ed 
an imperious mandate, commandinj^ the ^-^ 
ricers to- rebuild the town of Rapperswyl, 
over which, in quality of feudal lord, he pre-< 
tended to exercise a paramount jurisdiction^ 
At the same time he enjoined dtem, in a style 
equally dictatorial, to restore the conquered 
territories, and to indemnify their adveisaries 
for the expences of the war. This menace was 
backed by an army of twenty thousaad men, 
at the head of whicli he appeared la person. 
before the gates of Zuric *. A numerous triba 
of vailals and sovereign piiuoes marched in 
his train; among which we may enuaterata 
the margrave of Brandenberg, the duke o£ 
Teck, and the burgrave of Nuremberg. Th^ 
bishops of Bamberg, Wurtzburg, Bftle and 
Coire, sent reinforcements to the Austrian 
'cunp ; where we likewise remark, though not 
without surprise, the benneis of Soteure, BMe, 
and Berao*!-. CcHimderable acceasions of forqp 

• On the 13th of September. 
t Stumpf. VL 
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likewise arrived from many of \he imperial chap* 
cities. To oppose this mighty host the Zu-^f"* 
ricers had nothing but tiieir courage; for, of 
ail their friends, none dared to stir in their 
defence, except the forest-cantons, whose sup- 
ply of fifhson hundred men fortunately arrived 
a few hours before tiie city was invested*. 

The destruction of Zuric now seemed, in- 
evitable. But Providence, which in mercy 
resolved to set bounds to the violent caieer of' 
despotism, did not wilt it's fall. Amidst thi» 
^ow and apparatus of war secret jealousies 
prevailed. Mcmy of the allied barons viewed 
the increasing- power of Austria with a sus- 
picious eye ; and were alarmed at the pro- 
digious augmentation of strength which wouM 
accrue to that ambitious family from tlie 
annihilation of Helvetic freedotii. Others 
were struck with compaision for die destiny 
of a people who had displayed such unshaken 
magnaniimity in the most trying situatioas. 
In a w<»d, the conduct of the coalesced power* 
was such as might be naturally expected from 
an heterogeneous body, acting under tha 

• May, 11. xii. 
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ciiAP-impulseofdiftorent passions, and solety guided 
\t!. V ' .i r *'^ the scggestioris pf bterest. Scarcdy.wer^ 
they assembled before 'tbe walls of Zuric 
when secret conferences began to be held, for 
the express purpose of terminating-the-oontesU 
without effusion of blood; This plaii was 
warmly supported by the' ojuntlof Toggen- 
burg, and the deputies from Berne ; and after 
, having been reduced to a regular system 
was presented to Albert for his approbation; 
Convinced that it. would '-be fruitless tx> op* 
pose the wishes '^of his aUies* x\\e duke re- 
ceived the proposal with affeolecl/inodeiiatien ; 
and though deeply morttfiedj at i. than' disap- 
pointment, was easily inducad: to- consent to 
the nominstidn of two ;arbitrators!'by each 
party* to whose decision ^this impct-taftit qaair' 
rel iTiouId be suttmitted.-Tbe^ Zuricdrgi ac- 
ceded to tiie pw>pofitiort -with secret satisfaw 
tion ; M hen it was fprtliCT ftipililatet^, that "if 
the delegates shduld «lisagreQ'Jesp6Cting the 
terms of accommodation, the affair should 
be ultimately referred to the ,- decision of 
Queen Agnes^ whose sentence shoirid be 
■ conclusive. Meanwhile the citizens engaged 
to send hoftage& to the Austrian camp, in 
tokeo 
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tcAen of their submission to the award. This Chap. 
Jatter measure , was violently opposed by the ^iH- 
forest-cantons, as impmdent and premature, 
but- their argum,ejits were inefFectual. Nay 
ihey were themselves prevailed upon, by the 
urgent sohcitations of Brun, to become parties 
in the negotiation, and to acquiesce in the 
umpirage of the widowed queen. ■ 
, The conduct of Brun upon this occasion 
is liable to suspicion; since^ whatever might 
have been his private opinion respecting the 
moral- rectitude . of the devout Agnes, such 
uoliniited confidence in the integrity of a 
person, whom personal attachment'and family^- 
^ride could not . fciil to bias in fevour of the ■ 
hostile cause, . was tt^ally inconsistent with 
his cautious character. We must therefore 
either suppose hini to have placed little 
dependence. in, the, fortitude and perse^verance 
of hi^ felJow7i?itizei^s, , or to have acted under 
the influence of corruption. 
-; Amidst ■ such combinations of discordant 
interests it could hardly, be expected that the 
eentiments of the arbitrators should agree. 
The Austrian plenipotentiaries, both of whom 
^ere vassals of that powerful family, asserted 
claims 
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CHAP, claims scarcely less exoiintant than what 
■ ^"^ might have heen imposed by the dictatorial 
voice of victory. Their opponents, on the 
contrary, affirmed that they had not beeq 
the aggressors in the war. Far from mani* 
festing an inclination to restore the conquered 
territory, they contended that the losses 
sustained by their enemies ought to be con- 
sidered as the merited reward of treachery. 
Between parties obstinately attached to their 
own opinions every conference tended only 
to widen the breach. No hope of BOGomino-< 
dation remained but in the equity of que^ 
Agnes, to whom by mutual consent the final 
deci^n had been rc&ired. The congn^* 
being in consequence removed to Kontg^l- 
den, the commissioners 1^ their respective 
pretensions before the royid widow. But no 
•ooner did she hear them, than to the dismay 
of the Swiss she confirmed the claims of 
Austria in their fullest extent *. 

By this award the Zuricers were com*' 
pelled to rebuild the town of Rapperswyl, 
Sind to restore it wirfi all it's dependencies to 

• Tschudi, VI. 
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/he count of Hapsburg. Tbey wei;e HkeniseCHAP. 
condepined to make ample satisfaction' to ^m- 
Albert for their cruel treatment of a people 
vho were under his immediate protection ; 
and, lastly, to indemnify all the friends of 
Austria for the damages sustained during the 
Tvar*. 

The injustice of this sentence, with respect 
to the forest-cantons, was scarcely less appa- 
I'ent ; every point in contest hsing adjudged 
in ^vour of f heir enemies. 

In vain did the Swiss complain that theit 
plenipotentiaries had exceeded their powersj 
and petition the duke for a mitigation of the 
sentence. Albert was deaf to every appli- 
cation, and gave -th^u to understand, thath^ 
was firmly restUved never to Uberate the 
hostages rill the award was fully carried into 
effect. Meanwhile the friends of these un- 
happy captives grew so clamorous for their 
release, that they at length induced the 
senate to execute the treaty. Having there- 
fore sworn to ful61 the conditions, they de- 
fnanded the restitution of tlte, hostages ; when 
4lhert rephed. that sq long as the count of 
» Id. ih; 

- Hapsburg 
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chap; Hapsburg was detained in captivity they mil* 
V^"/- not expect their liberty. 

Conibunded at this, unlooked-for demand 
the Zurickers produced the award, in Mbich 
no mention was made of the illustrious pri- 
floner. The equity of, the case was clear; 
but power as usual preponderated ; and the 
hostages were still at the duke's .dispoeal. 
Feeling all the advantage of bis situation, and 
indifferent to the opinion of mankind, be in- 
sisted that notwithetanding the nominal neg- 
lect with which, his noble kinstnan had been 
treated, count John was indisputably com- 
prehended under the general clause, by which 
it was agreed that all the vassals and depen- 
dents of the house of Austria should be im- 
mediittely released. From the very beginning 
of the treaty Albert had been ' evidently in- 
sincere in bis wishes for. peace. He sought 
only to humble the confederates, and to 
throw upon them the whole oditim of the 
war. This suspioion will be still ferther 
conflrmedy if we- examine the award with a 
critical eye. For it was drawn in so loose 
and indeterminate a' style, that alrnost every 
plause was capable of affj'' construction which 
■ it 
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it should suit the interest of Austria to affix.CHAPt 
■Such accumulated instances of injustice were ^^^^'^ 
not to be endured : and the Zurickers, who 
■now penetrated the real views of their enemy, 
.convinced of the inefficacy of submission, saw 
no prospect of redress except in God and their 
swords. 

Albert -immediately summoned his nu- 
merous vassals to join his standard. Among 
these, the house of Austria had been accu*- 
torned to include the peaceful shepherds of 
Glaris. For so undefined was the situation 
of many of the Helvetic provinces; and 
to complicated the ' chaiii of 'feudal rela- 
tion* that it would have been an arduous 
undertaking for the. profoundest ' civiUan to ■ 
unravel the intricate clue. Nothing therefore, 
would be easier than to institute a claim; 
and nothing more difficult than to defeat it. 
Strangej-s to every science, which was not 
connected with a pastorallife, the nati\t?s of 
■Claris possessed no documents, but those 
tphich nature gives^ to prove that thev were 
free. Yet no arguments which their pre- 
tended master could adduce were sufficient 
lo convince them, that it was necessary for 

Vol. I; D D men 
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CHAP, men under any circumstances to abandtm 
VIII. j-|jg comforts of domestic life, in order to in- 
vade the territory, of a people against whom 
they had no cause of complaint. They there- 
fore replied to the Austrian commissary that, 
" They were much astonished at his masters 
request. The Zurickers liad never carried 
away their cattle, nor offered outrage to their 
wives or daughters *. Why then ought they 
to consider them as foes ? They were them- 
selves a plain and simple people, and under- 
stood but little of the taws of war. They 
knew, however, that it was contrary to the 
precepts'of the Gospel to return evil for good. 
Nothing therefore should ever persuade them 
to engage in foreign hostilities ; but whoever 
dared to invade their peaceful vallies would 
soon find that ihey wanted not the spirit to 
defend their rights." , 

The haughty soul of Albert was little cal- 
eula'ced to support contradiction ; particularly 
from a people, whose artless maimers and 
contracted wants rendered them the objects 
ef his derision. Neither side was inclined 
• Tschudi^ Siumpf. Guilluaann. 

to 
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to yield. The Austrian threatened: theCHAp. 
Giaraers fefuaed to obey*; viii. 

Nd sooner was the senate of Zuric apprised 
of what had passed, than they determined to 
seize the propitious moment, and gairi another 
member to the confederacy. Without farther 
delay, therefore, they despatched a body of 
troops to guard the defiles through which 
the canton of Claris was accessible^ before an 
Austrian army could approach. A procla- 
mation armounced their benign intentions to 
thjB inhabitants. " They came not (they 
declared) attracted by the hope of plunder^ 
or in the view of adding a tributary provincfe 
to their republic. Their motives were founded 
in benevolence, and they oiFered them protec- 
tion and freedom". Such language ia capti- 
vating. They were received with open arrasj 
and welcomed as men sent by Heaven to res- 
cue the weak from the persecutions of tyranny; 
An alliance was immediately concluded, and 
two hundred of the men of Claris marched 
back to reinforce the garrison of Zuric. 

Like the contiguous cantons of Schweitz ' 

• Tsdiudi, Glaraerbhroniclf. 
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CHAP, and Uri, Claris is strong from it's situation. 

yt^i' Encircled by rocks, which are in most places 
inaccessible, it trusted to nature for its de- 
fence. These stupendous mountiuns almost 
to their very summits abound in fertile pas- 
tures, where numerous herds feed during the 
summer, and afford wholesome diet to a vigo- 
rous race of men. In the vale beneath runs 
the rapid Linimat; which after diffusing plenty 
during its circuitous course empties itself into 
the lalie of Zuric. The Glarners however, 
though distinguished by a variety of privileges, 
like their neighbours of the forest-cantons, 
Ciuinot .with propriety be said to have been 
perfectly free. The pecuniary aids and con- 
tributions paid to the convent of Seckingen 
were vestiges of feudal dependence. But, on 
' the other hand, their municipal government 
was vested in a council of twelve, chosen from 
among their own citizens, though at the no- 
mination of the lady abbess; over whom a 
baihff presided. Such was the condition of 
this patriarchal people, till Albert compelled 
. the abbess to cede her claim^ to the hoii^e of 
Austria. Accustomed to live in a state of 
umnterruptod prosperity uader her mild ju- 
jisdiction, 
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risdiction, the natifes refused to acknowledgeCHAp, 
any other superior. Hitherto they had strug- viit. 
gled ineffectually for the recovery of their 
ancient immunities. No concessions had 
been made, no conciliation had been at- 
tempted oh the part of Austria. The breach 
was daily widening; nor was the sullen fero- 
city of a German soldier calculated to heal 
animosity. A ' system of rigour had been 
adopted. Many of the most respectable fa- 
milies were banished ; and the whole form of 
government was changed. Thus the spot, 
which a few years before presented the most 
grateful spectacle to a philanthropic mind, 
now exhibited a melancholy picture of grief 
and despair. 

Awakened at the call of freedom the 
Glarners ran to arms. Secure in the support 
of their new allies, the first use which they - 
made of their independence was to restore 
the ancient ' constit'utio.n. Meanwhile the 
Austrian governor, though his fears were 
probably groundless, thought it prudent to 
retire. Liberty, and not revenge, was the 
object of the Swiss, during the whole course 
of their emancipation. In this respect, th^ 
T> D 3 Helvetic 
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CHAP. Helvetic revolution is without a parallel in 
VIII. the annals of the world. Apiong other people, 
placed in similar situatioqs, the auggestioiu of 
interest or of malignity have usually operated 
with greater force than any patriotic codt 
tfiderations of public good. Hence they have 
been led to deviate from the plain path of 
|iectitude, and have dignified the sacrifice of 
fi. successful rival with the pompous appellation 
■ of tyrannicide. Tfae more minutely we in- 
vestigate the most celebrated instance of this 
nature which history records, the less reason 
perhaps we shall find to applaud either the 
prudence or the disinterestedness of the con- 
spirators*. 

But there was nothing selfish |a the conduct 
pf the Swiss; nothing to disgrace the cau« 
in which they engaged. In the pursuit of 

* This certainly, is not the mpmeat to eater into s 
critical analysis of the motives by which the murderen 
of Cesar were influenced. But it wsuld probably be 
no difficult task to prove that, with the single exceptioa 
pf Brutus, there was not one among the inspirators 
whose sole object was the public good. Cassius was 
plearly instigated by interested views, and appears to 
have worked upon the feelings of his friend, that he 
might employ a popular name as a cover to his own 
ambition. 

libcttj 
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Kberty they were neither rashly elated by chap. 
partial triumphs, nor unmanfully dejected by viii. 
momentary reverses. Tliey were moderate in 
pfosperity, and intrepid in the hour of danger. 

In the following year* the accession of 1352- 
Claris to the Helvetic confederacy was pub- 
licly ratified with the usual formalities. The 
style and conditions of the several treaties, 
by which the union of Switzerland was con- 
firmed," differ so little from each other, that 
to repeat them would be a waste of time. 
We shall therefore content ourselves with 
pointing out those instances alone, in which 
any material variation took place. The other 
cantons had hitherto treated on terms of 
perfect equality. But such was the situation 
of Claris, that she could have no claim to the 
same indulgence, and must have acceded to 
any proposal by which her independence was 
guaranteed. Fortunately however for the 
Swiss they were totally unacquainted with 
those refinements which we call policy ; and 
were simple enough to consider generosity ; 
a principle not less amiable in the transactioi 

* In the month of Juoe. 
D D 4 
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CHAP, of nations, than in the habits of social life. 

^ ' "'. Glaris was therefore fettered with no stipula- 
tions which enlightened justice could di^ 
approve. The only enactment, which w^s 
not reciprocal, restrained the new member 
from forming treaties with foreign states 
without the express consent of it's co-alHes. 
' This partial distinction was .subsequently 
abrogated; and the inhabitants of Claris be- 
came entitled to every prerogative, enjoyed 
by the other cantons, in the fullest extent*. 
V Not content >vith having secured their flank 
by the acquisition of a gallant ally, the con- 
federates directed their attention toward every 
other quarter whence an attack was to be 
aipprehended. The imperial cities of Bale 
and Strasbourg had recently sent a reinfoi'ce- 
ment of two hundred men to assist the 
Austrians in covering Baden. These troopi 
being stationed at a small distance from the 
town, and in a position by no means advan- 
tageous for active service, Brun. formed the 
bold design of surprising their camp, and 
resolved to conduct the enterprise in person. 



* May, lit xiii. 
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Dwirous of uniting the highest militaiy em- chap. 
ployments to the. civic dignities which he ^i^^- 
already enjoyed, he found the confidence of 
his fellow-citizens as unhmited as his owti 
ariibition. No honours were deemed too 
great for the man to whom they owed their 
independence, and whose active vigilance had 
so lately rescued them from the sword of the' 
assassin. Conscious, however, that secre,cy 
.alone could give success to the undertaking, 
Brun concealed his design, till the moment of 
his departure from Zuric. . On Christmas-eye, 
while the burghers were occupied in pre- 
parations for celebrating that solemn festival, 
he sallied forth at the hpad of a select band. 
■But, in spite of every precaution, the enemy 
.had gained intimation of hLs projected attack, 
and retired under the walls of. Baden, where 
they had no longer any thing to apprehend. 
Vanity was too deeply interested in the 
.event of this expedition for Brun to bear 
the disappointment with composure. Giving 
way, therefore, to the natural impetuosity, 
he revenged himself by laying waste the 
iPpen country. In the first ebullitions of . 
fary he destroyed the smiall hut flourishing 
town 
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C;& AP. town of Frcudenau, situate near the confiux of 
VIII, the Liramat and the iiar. He next directed 
^'"^'"'^■^his inarch toward Baden; and was preparing 
to encamp his Uttle force, which did not ex< 
ceed fourteen hundred men, in a valley near 
Tatvyl, when he received intelligence that a 
numerous body of Austrians, under the com- 
niand of Burchard of Ellcnbacb, was ad< 
vuncing to give him battle. This -chieftain 
had drawn together a considerable force 
from the neighbouring garrilsona, and had 
been observing the enemy with a vigilant 
eye. The position which they now occupied 
iifforded him the means of cutting off their 
communication with Zuric. To troops sur- 
rounded on all sides by a superior army, a 
battle seemed hazardous, a retreat impracti- 
cable. Brun's only resource was in the 
energy of his own mind, and to that a hero 
would have resorted. But Brun no sooner 
learned the danger with M'hich he was threat- 
fined, than his courage failed. Under pretext 
of reconnoitring the Austiian camp, he 
quitted his own; and taking advantage of 
his local knowledge, got safe beyond thfc 
enemy's lines. It was Impassible for his 
; warmest 
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warmest advocates to palliate so dastardly chap. 
an action. The pnly rational mode indeed of viii. 
accounting for it in a man, who upon various 
-occasions had given striking proofs of mag- ■ 
nanimity, is to su'ppose him struck with a 
pudden panic, a circumstance by no means 
without example in the history of human 
weakness. Conscious of being the author of 
the revolution, he dreaded the vindictive 
spirit of the opposite fection, if he fell into 
their hands. In such a situation a Roman 
would have died. Brun deemed it more 
prudent to fly. 

Manesse, who was second in command, 
soon suspected the truth ; and though he ei>- 
tertained no high opinion of his general's mi- 
litary talents, yet he with justice apprehended 
the effect which his flight might produce 
among the soldiers; by whom he was adored. 
Resolving therefore to have recourse to dissi- 
mulation, he called them together, and ad-> 
dressed them in the following discourse ; "You 
see, my friends, that nothing is left to us but 
to cut out way through the hostile ranks, or te 
fall ingloriously into their hands. The for- 
|ner, perhaps, is less difficult than it may 
appeac; 
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CHAP, appear; the latter will be attended with certaw 
VIII. destruction. Your general is already gonein 
search- of reinforcements, and is perhaps at 
this very moment marching to our succour. 
His arrival would ensure success, but would 
diminish our glory. If we beat the enemy 
without any additional aid, the honour will 
beallourown. 1 read your answer in your 
countenances. I partake your feelings, aod 
I will deserve your confidence." 

Avaihng himself of the ardour which he 
had thus raised, he led them to the charge. 
The Austrian^ were already in motion, and 
fought so-manfiiUy, that the republicans were 
on the point of retreating, when an unex- 
pected event changed the fortune of tbe 
day*. 

A troop of mountaineers, who came too 

; late to accompany Brun, ao sooner learned 

the route of his army, than they followed his 
footsteps, and reached the field of, battle at 

• According; to some iiistorians, Manesse caused a 
number of mares to be driven among the Austrinn ca- 
valry, aad tbus rendered their horses so unruly they were 
no longer governable. But this is probably odc of 
those tales whltli may be classed with the story of 
Darius and his groom. . 

the 
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the dose of day. Shouts of exultation an- chap, 
nounced their arrival. Tliey were welcomed ^^"v 
with cries of joy by their exhausted friends, 
who now no longer doubted that their general 
was returned with liie expected reinforcement. . 
The elTeet, produced on the minds of the Aus- 
trians by these repeated peals, was widely dif- 
ferent. The obscurity of the night prevented 
them from estimating the numbers of their 
opponents, except by the sound of their 
voices. Their apprehensions magnified the 
danger, and led them to imagine that the 
whole force of Zuric was on their flanks. 
The panic spread. A retreat was attempted, 
as the only resource. Finding the enemy 
giving way, and attributing their success to 
.the presence of their beloved Brun, tlie. Zu- 
rickers renewed the fight with redoubled 
prowess, and drove them with prodigious 
slaughter to the very gates of Bade^n *. 

As the melancholy tidings of their general's 
distresshad excited universal consternation, 

Schodeler estimates tlie loss of the Austrians at 700 
men. Tschudi reduces it to 450, Roo to only'' 600 ; but 
they all «gree that SL\ banocrs tell into the hands of the 
coot^uerorj. 

the 
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CHAP, the unexpected return of the army occasioned 
^y^'^- the liveliest transports of joy. The streets 
were crowded with exulting citizens, eager to 
embrace the hpro to whose gallant conduct 
■ they attributed the recent victory. In proud 
array the troops paraded the principal streets ; 
but Brun was no where to be seen, and with- 
out his presence the triumph was incomplete. 
Tlie story of , his disgrace was soon whispered 
abroad ; but such was the infatuation of fac- 
tion, that the populace tumultuously seized 
the banner of the state, flew to a neighbouring 
villa where he lay concealed, and dragging 
him by force from his retreat, brought him 
back in all the pomp of military ovation. 
The situation of Brun was now ludicrous in 
the extreme. Conscious of His misconduct, 
he for some time doubted the reality of what 
he saw, and suspected that the scene before 
him was intended in derision of his dastaidlj 
behaviour. But the respect and applaus* 
with which he met, ?t length dissipated hiS 
apprehensions, and gave confidence to his 
distracted mind. Yet how great was his as- 
tonishment, when upon entering the city hi 
wag hailed by general acclamation the deli- 
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verer of his country ; and as a reward for his chaf. 
services was confirmed in. his important of- vw- 
fice during hfe. Naj, such was his popularitv* 
that the story of his flight was universally 
treated as a calumny invented by the parti- 
sans of aristocracy, to degrade the champion 
of liberty in the public estimatiorf *. 

No sooner was it known that Claris and 
the forest-cantons had sent reinforcements to 
Zuric, than the Austrians de^atched flying 
parties in every direction, with orders to lay 
waste their knds and carry off their cattle. 
Hostilities were conducted in this desultory 
manner during the greater part of the winter; 
while the Zurickers retaliated by frequent in- 
cursions on the Austrian territory, which were 
almost constantly attended with advantageou* 
results. 

Such repeated trials of successful prowes* 
operated as powerful incentives on the public 
mind. They roused the indolent, encouraged 
the timid, and gave decision to the most irre- 
solute. The government itself was hurried 
on by the rapid tide of prosperity to under- 

• Maj, II. xiL , 

takings 
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CHAP.taldngs which in the cooler rflomenta of re- 
VIII, flection would have appeared chimerical.' For 
in what-other light can the offensive ope^ 
rations of these gallant mountaineers be 
regarded by a mind ■which weighs all the oc- 
currences of life in the common scale' of pro- 
babilities, when directed against the gigantic 
power of the house of Austria? .But the ef- 
forts of every people during the turbulence of 
a revolution, like those of the human hotly 
under the paroxysm of a phren^y-fever, so 
fer exceed all the results of ordinary com* 
putation, that to reason upon the settled 
principles of experience and observation is 
Toluntarily toembrace error. 

The town of Zug was opportunely situated 
for 'a desultory attack upon the forest-cantons. 
During the late hostihties it's garrison had 
annoyed them by frequent, sallies, and was at 
all times able to throw considerable impedi^ 
ments in their way *. Zug -j.*, the capital of 
the ancient Tugeni, was founded about a 
century before the christian era. Destroyed 

* May, It. xiv. 
f in Latin, Tugmm, 
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hy domestic iollj at th^ period of tfaecHA.?. 
Helvetic enMgrafiioa, it was rebuilt by t^ vni. 
corainand of Csesar, to periah a second time 
by the destructive sword- of Attila *. 
lairing the tumaltuQus- confusion of Go- 
thic timea it fdl undet the donunioa <>£ tha 
countt of Lensberg, ta> irhom it coRtiniied 
subject till the jear 1^173 ; wbeh that Hlus^ 
trioiifl family boeaawexttiK^. Tbenee passings 
urith the most valoftUe part of that rich) sw-r 
session t»> tlffi house of K'ybucg, it ultimately 
centeredl in tbe Ailatrian ^itnUy 't'. 

EacoiFaged by former triumpfaA^ and thf 
presumptBOns indolence of Albert, the c^fe^ 
dei'ates asromUed an army 6f three thoHQami 
men, and penetrated into the canton of Zug. 
But as the niain object of this expeditieji 
was to diSiise the.blessmgs of liberty, tb&jr 
wished to conquer by p^st^sion rather thM» 
by the sword. Previoualy therefore to theii 
taking the fields an agreement was entei^ci 
into with the adjacent townships^ by which ^ 
it was stipulated that no injury shcndd bef 

* Mey; ■ 
f Stnmpf, VI; GutUiuan, III. 
Vol. I. Er £ ofieredi 
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CHAP, oftered, provided they observed the stricter 
VIII. neutraJity. Their future destiny %vas to de- 
pend on the event of the siege, and their con- 
nection with Zug to remain unbroken. 
• At the approach of the confederates, the 
garrison evacuated the town, abandoning the 
burghers to their own discretion. This pFe- 
ripitate retreat was probably owing to two 
causes ; wiuit of confidence in the co-opera- 
tion of the citizens, and want of resources for 
a. regular defence. Though left entirely to 
their private counsels, the Ziigers determined 
to defend themselves, till they were fully ac- 
quainted with the intentions of Austria. For 
fourteen days, little progress was made ; but 
no reinforcement arriving, and provisions be- 
coming scarce, a truce was concluded for 
forty-eight hours, upon coridition that the 
town should surrender if not relieved within 
that period. Albert was tlien -at Konigsfel- 
den, whither ccHnmisaoners were instantly 
Aent to apprise him of their distress, and of 
their inability to; resist, unless supported by 
an Austrian army. The duke received the in- 
telligence with apparent indifference, and 
without deigning to reply to the/deputies, 
continued 
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Continued conversing with one of hisfefcopefSGHAR. 
about his favourite ariiuseHient of hawking*, vrii^ 

Hearoan, a wealthy inhabitant of, Zug, antj 
head of the legation, being too sensibly struck 
with the indignity of such behaviour, could 
not suppress his feelings, hut gave way to his 
emotions in the, following words ; i ." Sncq 
** your highness considers the health of your 
"- birds. to be more worthy of your attention 
*' than ■ the ; distresses of your subjects, i^ 
" henceforth becomes their indis]5ensahle duty 
" to provide for their own safety. It is my 
" business, therefore, ; to apprise you, that 
" iinless your town of Zug be immediately 
" relieved, it will he constrained to suvrender 
" at my return/' "Be it so!" rejoined Albert 
with haughtiness. " In that case we sha){ 
" have one citv more to conquer/' 

The Zugers, whose attachment to the Aus* 
trian government was such as might be ex- 
pected from , the treatipent which they expe-r 
rienced, were no sooner made acquainted with - 
the duke's neglect, than they conformed with 
alacrity to the insulting mandate. But a^ 

* May, H. xiy* 

£ £ 3 they 
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crtAP'.tbey jus^y con8HJePe<t that obedience mi 
Tin. protection' are reciproeai dutietl, and can by no 
^ ' politicaV casuistry be disunited, they wisely 
fesol¥ed that the bond once bw>ke» sho«ld be 
severed" for ever. The stipidMed period hav-i 
ing elapsed, the gates were throTWi open, w^ 
cording to the conditions df the armistice ; 
and the' confederates entered the town amidst 
the acclamations of it's inhabi«4nts, not ais 
conquerors, bat as friends. An union, waS 
propoaed on one part with generosity, and 
was accepted with gratitude by tfeeotlier. 
The vanquished were adimitted intotshe Hel-. 
Vetic confederacy, upon the osatd' t«mw, itnd 
with the usual restrictions *. 

From the answer returned by Albert to the ' 
delegates of Zug, his- plans might be easily 
foreseen. It was neither consistent witii 
his pride, nor with his dignity^ tamely to 
submit to such aceWhulateS^ insults' froai a 
confederaev, the g«a«ep pasff of w4ioBi ht 
could reasonably stigmati'ze wilfl* the edious 
appel'F^^ioTr of insargfeBts. To coHgne htih' 
sfelf^ toawar of pests, appeaffd^'tohxiita-sys- 

• Tsci«idi»VE May, IL. 

. ■ fenv 
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tem, unwortliy of liis ;power. ' It was racum-CHAF. 
l)ent,on the chief of the family .of Austria, by ;Vlli. 
one decisive blow, to crush the reptile states 
which braved his resentment. That blow he ' 
determined to strike at Zuric, as the center 
whence the v^hple-reb^on diverged. 

Air the energies of his mind were, accord- 
ingly, directed .toward the accon^plishment of 
this fevourite project. Ten thousand fa(xt.aiid 
two thouj^nd horse were assembled from his i 

hereditary states, and i»un^roU6 allies weje 
invited to join his standard *. The magBi. 
tude of these prepaiatiaBS obliged him to im- 
pose upon his subjects burthe«B than deemed 
enormous, but which, compared with the cou- 
tributioBS of itiadem times, scarcely merit 
the appellxtioaofia giieuaaoc. It mast.be re- 
remeraberefj, however, that the science of 
finance was then in it's iofency, if it can be 
*aid to. have existed at all. Nor would the 
most visionary politician, m the wildest flights 
<>f fancy, have anticipated a time, when the 
whole arcana of government should be re- 
duced to the practical eiperiment of drawing 
sll lie wealth of a nation into the coffers of 

* Stmnpf. VI, Stettler, II. 
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CHAP, the State; and the prosperity of a country 
^''*i- should be estimated, not by the comforts of 
the peasantry, but by the produce of the 
customs. 

In order, however, to form a just estimate 
of the situation and resources of those times, 
we must recollect that, since the discovery of 
America, the precious metals have increased 
in at least a decuple proportion. In the days 
of Albert, the aggregate commerce of Europe 
' was probably less productive than what is now 
carried on by one of the great emporia of 
modern trade. Hedce the difficulty of find- 
ing supplies for any military enterprise, that 
was planned on an extensive scale, must have 
augmented in a complex ratio of the scarci^ 
of money and -the want of circulation : and 
this satisfactorily accounts for the short space 
during which the most powerful princes were 
able to maintain- any considerable force in 
the field*,' 

On 

• Mullcr ol^ierves, that -the pay" of a soldier in the 
fourtcenih century, comparatively speaking, was iijl^ 
nitely higher than it is at present in the European 
^mies. Pct^f q£ Qo^mo^f, in 1347* received 280 

livres 
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On the tenth of June, Albert encamped in CHajp. 
sight of Zuric, at the head of a large and- ^^^i* 
well-appointed army, composed partly of 
troops from his hereditary dominions, aiui 
partly of the succours fornished by his alhes- 
Among the latter were the Margrave of Bran- 
denburg, the eldest 'son of the emperor 
Lewis,' the burgrave of Nuremberg, 'the 
counts of Wirtenburg, Kyburg, and Neu- 
chatel, with a long and splendid train of 
ecclesiastical and secular nobles. So litdfe 
indeed was the balance of power understood, 
that the towns of Soleure and Berne con- 
sidered . themselves as boutid by ancient 
treaties to send their respective contingent?, 
and thus to assbt in promoting the aggran- 
disement of their most dangerous foe*. 

The Znrickers were strongly, entrenched b^ 
fore their walls, which in case of danger 

■ livresfor 212 days s'jrvice for himself and four horse- 
men. In i354i sif knights and forty foot-soldiers were 
paid at the rate of 1008 florins for six montlis. The 
loss of a horse was computed at 350 florins, according 
to a convention l>etween Goumoens and Eudes of 
Burgundy, H. iv. 

» Stumpf. VI. 

E E 4 afforded 
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cj[AP4fit»ded a-38dfe ivetreat., Ccntfovatskirmishea 
/y^-^'.took place Iwtween the ottttpQste. The 
foragiKg parties wwre every day engaged". 
N-qthing decisive howevf»r could lie acooim- 
pli^d, tnU the allies had tfarowa a tnddgje 
over the Linxraat, a measure which vas 
•aibeolutely neoessaiy bsface the town could 
t>e ooti^itetely invest^. But t^ pragressi 
-nutde in this ^jvork during the day, was hy 
•dieacuviity of ^ garjjscMidestrodjred at night. 
^e atmy was itarassed, and no proportion" 
-frte advantages were <^taiiied. 

Thus were hoBtilLtks protracted till the 
beginning of August, when tbe Aiistirians 
began to mfSsr from want of pooyiadans. This 
^was an evil without remedy^ in Ma age when 
armies had no means 'of Aubsisteikoe, hut 
'what they derived ^-om l^e plander of the 
adjacent country. The Margrave of Boan- 
denburgh is swd to have been the first among 
-the confederates, who perceaved their -cMsas- 
trous situation, and the impossiHKty of con- 
tinuing the aiege. In diisdilemnia, he found 
pn opportunity of sounrfing the temper of the 
turghers ; and having I-arned their preten- 
sions, and the sacrifices which they were 
incUh^d 



hyGoogIc 



HELVETIC TtJEPTBLSCS. : 42$ 

iiK^ined to pay; as the prioc ©f peaoe^ ihecHAP. 
commuiocaated his ideas -to ike allied pimces. ^m- 
The wiuale ^ thds oegociaftiiCKi w^ probably 
.carried -en witk the pmyacy and ^pr-obalion 
of Al^nert, 'though the margrave afiact^d to 
act an independ^t part ; alleging his here- 
ditary attachment to the ancient fiiends of 
'■■ im deceased fiitheir, as a pl^ Sot the warm 
interest which 'he took ia &»'oar of Zuiio. 
Confidential meseen^s passed cODtimially 
hetween the city and cam^, and the ragged ~ 
front (^ war began b«ur4y to assame a milder - 
aspect. Bat before the treaty ceuld be 
troagbt to a conclusion, femine obliged the 

■ allies to break up tbeir camp, and to -retreat 
precipitately "onder «over of the night. At 
the dawH of day, the garrison, to riieir ex- 
treme -surprise, beheld soarcdy a vestige of 
■the hostile armafneHt. The Bemers alone 
remained, disdwniag safety w^an incom- 
patible mth feeneur, and regarding a »oc- 
turnal 'flight as -derogatory to the reputatioa 

■ pf courage, which th^y had so Jong enjoyed. 

Meanwhile, the Hmrgrave was inde&tigahle 

in bis -endeavoura to bring abojrt « gener^ 

-pacificatiop. , ®y bis activity aad zeal the 

belligerent 
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CHAP, belligerent powers were at length induced to 
^^/^^' consent to an armistice, and to send deputies 
to Lucerne, where he proposed to assemblea 
congress, and personally to attend as raediatoi. 
The interval was employed in arranging a 
general outline, which might serve as a basis 
for a permanent treaty. This plan, drawn 
M-ith such moderation and impartiality, that 
no valid objection could be started, was 
submitted to the consideration, of the ple- 
nipotentiaries. Yet much remained to be 
done. For though the most important 
points were already settled, , there were still 
many intricate questions to debate, and a 
variety of subordinate interests to reconcile, 
any of which was sufficient, in the present, 
irritable state of things, to kindle the flame 
mew. It required besides a degree of self- 
denial, which none but elevated minds can 
attain, for the house of Austria tamely to 
abandon hl\ her pretensions, and to sit down 
contented with the bitter sentiment of disap- 
pointed pride. In the character of Albert, 
tliere was nothing to inspire a hope of hia 
possessing this exalted, quality. Neither was 
it probable^ . that the united cantons would be 
f asily persuaded to think their enemy smcere. 
These 
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These obstacles however heing at lengthcHAP. 
surmounted, a treaty was concluded on the '*^'^'- 
following terms: *' The states of Zuric and 
" Lucerne engaged to admit no Austrian 
" subject to the right of citizenship without 
*' the consent of their sovereign, while the 
" forest-cantons covenanted never more to 
" obstruct the duke in the enjoyment of his 
** legal prerogatives, or in the perception of his 
*' due revenues ; but on the contrary, to afford 
" kim every practicable trid and support. With 
*' respect' to Zug and Claris, it was stipulated 
*' that they should return to their allegiance, 
" but without any retrospect to past trans- 
" actions ; while the confederated cantons 
"mutually promised, never in future 
** to receive into their alliance any state or pro- 
" vince belonging to the house of Justrla. 
" Finally, it was agreed that John count of 
•* Hapsburg should be set at liberty, and that ■ 
^* all prisoners on both sides should be re- 
" stored ; in which number, the hostages were 
*' specifically included*." "■ 

This treaty having been previously ratified 



» Tscbudi, Vl. . MuUer, IJ, iv. 
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<:nA-p.hy all parties, count John was once more reln- 
.vi.ij. stated in his patrimonial domain; not-how- 
ever till he solemnly engaged, that the most 
periect amity should thenceforth subsist be* 
tween him -and the Zurickere, and that all 
ibrmer animosities should be burled in ob- 
livion. 

This generous confidence, on the part of 
-Zuric, did not meet with the merited return- 
tor BO sooner was Albert assured that his noble 
rektion was released, than he positively f&« 
-fused to deliver up the hostages till he had 
received the sura of seven hundred florins, 
wliich he -claimed as an iadeninificaticui for 
their expenses. Suchpitiful dealing, an the 
|jart^f a mighty piince, was little calculated 
to eradicate those prejudices, wbich pre- 
vailed so universtiUy throughout Switaerfand 
in fo*oujr of a republican govwament! 
>343- from tlie transactions of the foixaer year 
it became obvious, that nothing but a |>Qrma- 
^entunion-couldefTectu^lysecweitbelitt^ties 
of Helvetia. We have seen, duiing the late 
struggle^ that Berne was constrained to take 
part against her natural allies. Every prin- 
fiple of policy w«Hld bave fed lief to unite 

with 
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.wilJi; the friend* of jfreedom, with wbom she cniAn 
liad been long connected by a coincidence 06 ^'iir- 
views, and reciprocal esteem. Tbey were 
fighting in the same glof^ious causey in whtchi 
she wa? herself engaged. Her own destmctiow 
wouid be the iBevitabfe conseqisence of tiieic 
ruin. The assistance also, which she had: 
teceiwed from the forest-cantons at the tattie; 
ef Laupen, was still Iresli in her memory^^ 
' But an event took place at this important: 
arisis, which seemed not on^y ta render the 
pro.spect of an anion more renrote than ever^ 
but which' threatened to kindle die flames ot' 
diicord in the very bosom of Switzerland... 
The inhabitants of the vale of Hasli, in tEner 
vicinity of Brientz, profited by the univorsai 
€0(ifti«on- to shake off their dependence on 
ihe provost of Inteclachen and' the baron c^ 
Eiachenberg, both of whom wene in alUancer 
■witli Berne. This commotion, which seemed 
at Jirst unimpoi^tant (if popular tnmolts-ouighE 
ever to be »o deemed) spread with alarming 
irapidity ; till tlie insuvgents^v encouraged by 
tiie patience of tiieir opponents, not only 
refused the payment of all fiscal Contributions^ 
but actually set fire to the baron's castle. To 
I . these 
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CHAP.Aese acts of rebellion the people, xt is pro- 
VIII. bable, bad been instigated by the secret 
suggestions of their neighbours, as several of 
the inhabitants of Unterwalden took an active 
part in the disturbances. The Bemers on 
the other baud, who were scrupulously exact 
in fulfilling eveiy . political engi^ement, . de^ 
dared their resolution of reinstating their 
allies in all their just prerogatives, and im- 
mediately sent a body of troops Into the 
rerolted districts, where they shortly restored 
tranquillity. These were however no sooner 
recalled, than the peasants again flew to arms, 
committing the moat enormous outrages, in 
which they were openly assisted by the forest- 
cantons. 

The qiwrrel now assumed a serious aspect. 
. The authority of Berne was at stake, nor 
could she recede without incurring both 
danger and disgrace. Messengers .were there- 
fore instantly despatched to Soleure and 
Bienne, to summon them to join her stand- 
ard. They obeye<l the call, and marching 
against the insurgents, completely routed 
them in the first skirmish. Indignant at this 
unwonted repulse, the brave nati\es of Un- 
terwalden 
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■terwalden breathed revenge, and left Wschapj 
effort untried to convert their private quarrel viir. 
into a national war. But the moderation of' 
the confederates prevented any fatal conse- 
quences. To all violent proposals they 
'answered that, according to the principles 
of the Helvetic union, every difference ought 
to be determined by award, and not byarmsi 
To this, therefore, they were invited to submit. 
Convinced that nothing could be obtained by. 
opposing the general wish, the Unterwalders 
at length consented to an arbitration, of 
which the result was by no means favourable J 
' as they were not only severely censured for 
their imprudence in having thus gratuitously 
engaged in the contest, but were also strictly 
enjoined to abstain in future from all acts of 
hostility. The impartiality of this decision 
was so satisfactory to the Berners, that their 
acrimonious humours at once siibsided, and 
they were admitted as associates into the Hel- 
vetic confederacy*. 

■ This treaty, as usual, comprehends a variety 
of clauses to regulate the conduct of e^ch 

• The cereniony, took place at Lucerne, oa the 6tfi 
pf Maj', 1350. 

■ - - individual 
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CHAF. tndlviduail member under all possible circum'- 
^T^^i' Atanees. After the aceuatomed stipulations 
respecting feudal duties^ it was enacted: " tHaat 
*' upon the first aAstrra ef war^ eaeh' eaiAtm 
" should send a delfegate to Keinht^* t® 
" regulate the plan o£ opef^ions; tl»t,ftt th« 
'* rcfjuisition of Berne, the fbcest-caiifeons 
" shot^ Bunsh without de^y, ifeven though 
" the attack were di<f«cted agamat eaie of her 
** dkpendeM towB» ;. and' that the Beraers^ 
** on their pai^ should hestei^ to- ^i& auocour 
** of their allies, whenever and wherever thej? 
** were required-f-." 

From this period, the confederacy assumed 
a more regain and imposing aspect; as it now 
comprehended eight cantons, which ranked 
in the foOowing order — Zuric, Berne, Lucern«, 
Uri,. Schweitz, UaterwaldeBy Zugi and Glaris. 
This onion has been since (^stinguiahed by 
^ appellation oif the old ftoNB. During 
the space of a hundred and thirty years, it 
remained unaltered. And even after tlit 
junction of th« five addifewnal cantaas, the 

• A village upon the lake of Bricfitz, which has been 
^ace destroyed by an inundution. • 

t Stettler, II. Stumpf. VIH. MuUer.ib. 
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original members continued to enjoy mdnyCHAP. 
valuable privileges, by which they were disr /^^^^.'^ 
tinguished from their new allies. 

This, indeed, forms a moat important epoch 
in the annals of Helvetia. Nor can we look 
back to the nocturnal assembly in the field 

of Rutli, WITHOUT TRACING IN VISIBLE 
CHARACTEES THE DESIGN OP A PROTECT- 
ING Providence, who amid the cala- 
mities AND convulsions WITH WHICH 
DESPOTISM AND AMBITION HAD LONG DE- 
SOLATED THE EARTH, BENIGNLY WILLED 
THAT IN THE AlPINE VALLIES THERE 
SHOULD exist"" A PRIVILEGED SPOT, 
frHERE Tlife FLAME OP LIBERTY SHOULD 
BURN WITH UNEXTINGUISHED LUSTRE^ 
AND WHERE BY CONTEMPLATING THE 
BLESSINGS OP A FREE GOVERNMENT MAN- 
KIND MIGHT HEREAFTER ACQUIRE A 
JUST ESTIMATE OF THEIR RIGHTS, ANtI 
LEARN THE PROPER MEANS TO DEPEND 
THEM. 

tNS OF THE FIRST T0I:.1IBI>« 
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